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November 4, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen
___

FROM: NORMAN D. LAKE, Chairman

SUBJECT: SELECTMEN’S REPORT

######################################################################

AGENDA

ROOM 204

November 8, 1994

PLEASE NOTE THAT MEETING BEGINS AT 8:00 P.M.

I. CITIZEN’S CONCERNS

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS & APPOINTMENTS

1. 8:00 BOSTON GAS PETITION - POPE at PROCTOR ST. - Enclosed please
find petition and staff comment for Board action.

~. 8:01 CLASSIFICATION HEARING - Enclosed please find information

assembled by staff as well as information submitted by the

citizens for board review. Staff will make a brief

presentation of factual information and outline the Board’s

options at the start of your hearing.

III. SELECTMEN’S BUSINESS

3. EAGLE SCOUT - Enclosed please find an invitation for Board

assignment from Troop 284 to attend a Court of Honor on January 8,
1995.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

4. ACCEPT MINUTES - Enclosed please find a copy of the October 11th

Minutes for Board approval.

5. CHRISTMAS TREE SALES - Enclosed please find the annual request
from Mrs. DiDuca to sell Christmas Trees at 145 Great Road for

Board action.

6. EOCD DRAFT LETTER - Enclosed please find a draft letter regarding
Section 8 Unification Program for Board review and action.

V. TOWN MANAGER’ S REPORT

7. RESIDENT REQUEST - Enclosed please find staff response to resident

request for Speed limit signs.

(



VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

MEETINGS

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Enclosed please find additional correspondence which is strictly
informational and requires no Board action.

FUTURE AGENDAS

To facilitate scheduling for interested parties, the following
items are scheduled for discussion on future agendas. This IS NOT

a complete agenda.

November 22 - Beer and Wine License, 381 Mass Ave.

Greene Land continued discussion

Concord Auto Auction Presentation

Dec. 6 - Common Vict. 358 Great Road

Special Permit Site Plan - 358 Great Road

South Acton Village District Plan

License Renewal Reviews

Dec. 20-

855 acs



BOSTON EDISON AND NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE

JOINT IDENTICAL LOCATIONS FOR EXISTING POLES

NOTICE TO ABUTTERS

In conformity with the requirements of Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws. (Ter. Ed.), you are

hereby notified that a public hearing will be held at the office of the Selectmen of the Town of Acton Massachusetts,
on the 22th day nf November, 1994 at 731 o’dock P.M., upon the petition of Boston Edison Compar~y and New England
Telephone Company for joint or identical locations for the erection or construction of poles to be owned and used in

common by them and such other fixtures as may be necessary to sustain or protect the wires of the line upon, along
and across the following public ways of said Town: -

-

Pope Road - Southeasterly side approximately 440 feet northeast

of Proctor Street.

Two (2) Hip Guys and Anchors

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

BY\QA~/~d4
Form 518C

648ACS



Inter—Departmental Communication

This petition is for the installation of two (2) hip

auys and anchors on two (2) existina utility poles on Pope

Road. There has been recent house construction with overhead

services across Pope Road which have put strain on the
-

existinci poles. The proposed hip auys and anchors will

alleviate the additional strain of the new services.

We do not foresee any problems with aranting this

TO: Board of Selectmen DATE: 10/27/94

We have reviewed the

referenced above and we have the followina comments.

oetition.



PETITION OF BOSTON EDISON COMPANY AND OTHER COMPANIES

FOR JOINT OR IDENTICAL LOCATION FOR HIP GUY AND ANCHOR

To the Board of Selectmen of the Town of~ Massachusetts

Respectfully represent BOSTON EDISON COMPANY and NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH

COMPANY companies subject to Chapter 166 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.), that they desire to construct a hip
guy and anchor in the public way or ways hereinafter specified.

WHEREFORE, your petitioners pray that after due notice and hearing as provided by law the Board may by
Order grant your petitioner joint or identical locations for the erection or construction of a hip guy and anchor, to

be owned and used in common by them, to be located, substantially as shown on the plan made

by.R ~
,

dated Septemb
,

~
,

and filed herewith, upon, along and

across, the following public way or ways of said Town:

Pope Road — Southeasterly side approximately 440 feet northeast of Proctor St.

Two (2) Hip Guys and Anchors

BOSTON EDISON COtVPANY

By...9~~
Right, Pe its & S rvey Supervisor

NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COP~ANY

~

£4
MANAGER RIGHT OFWAY

Dated this ~d day of rnbe
19

Town of ~•9I1 Massachusetts

Received and filed 19

Board of Selectmen
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Town of Acton’s

Classification Hearing

for

Fiscal Year 1995

November 8, 1994

Room 204, TOWn Hall

472 Main St

1/S—



Classification Hearing - Simplified Process

I. The Board of selectmen must determine the percentage of the

total tax levy to be paid by the “Residential” category
(Residential and Open Space parcels) and the “Commercial”,
“Industrial”, and “Personal Property” (CIP) category.

A. The Board of Assessors must classify each parcel within

the Town into one of four legal classes prior to the

Classification Hearing. The four legal classes are as

follows:

Class 1. Residential

Class 2. Open Space

Class 3. Commercial

Class 4. Industrial

NOTE: Mixed use properties are allocated to

the four classes based upon the percentage of

the property devoted to each use

1. The Board of Assessors have

determined that no parcel within the

Town of Acton meets the legal
definition of Class 2 properties
(Open Space).

a. This class does not

include forest,
agricultural,
horticultural, or

recreational land as

defined in M.G.L.

Chapters 61, 6lA, and

61B.

B. The Board of Assessors then must value each

parcel and then determine the value of each

class. In addition the Board of Assessors

must determine the value of “Personal

Property” within the Town.

C. The Board of Assessors must then determine the

total value of the “Residential” category and

the “CIP” category.



D. The Board of Assessors then determines the

percentage of the whole that each category’s
value represents.

E. Annually the Board of Selectmen by majority
vote may determine that the “Residential” or

the “CIP” category bear a greater percentage
of the tax burden than the percentage of total

value as determined by the Board of Assessors

in D above.

1. M.G.L. Ch. 58, Sec. lA allows the

Selectmen to adopt a residential

factor of greater than 100%, which

would have the effect of decreasing
the commercial, industrial, and

personal property tax rates and

increasing the rates for residential

and open space property.

2. M.G.L. Ch. 40, Sec. 56 allows the

Board of Selectmen to determine the

proportion of the tax burden

allocated to the “CIP” category.
The law states that the Selectmen

may elect to increase the category
value percentage by a maximum of

50%, in order to determine the tax

burden proportion. The Selectmen

may not decrease the tax burden of

the “Residential” category below 65%

of its value percentage.

F. Once the “Residential” category tax burden

percentage has been set in E above, the Board

of Selectmen may by majority vote allocate the

residential tax burden among the residential

segments.

1. The “Residential Exemption” allows

the Board of Selectmen to approve an

value exemption of a fixed dollar

amount of not more than 20% of the

average assessed value of all Class

1 Properties. The value exemption
would be applied to Class 1 parcels
that are the primary residence of

the property taxpayer. Parcels not

eligible for the residential

exemption would include accessory
land incidental to a residential

use, summer homes, or residential

properties not occupied by the



owner, such as apartments.
Discounts given to primary
residences would be absorbed by non—

qualifying Class 1 properties.

2. “open Space Discount” is not

applicable to the Town of Acton

(Please see I—A—i above)

G. Once the “CIP” category tax burden percentage
has been set in E above, the Board of

Selectmen may by majority vote allocate the

Commercial tax burden among the Commercial and

Industrial segments.

1. The “Small Commercial Exemption”
allows the Board of Selectmen to

grant an exemption up to 10% of the

assessed value for small commercial

operations. A small commercial

operation is defined as a Class 3

(Commercial) parcels that (1) are

occupied by a business with an

average annual employment of no more

than 10, and (2) have a valuation of

less than $1 million. Any small

commercial exemption granted is

borne by other Class 3 (Commercial)
and Class 4 (Industrial) properties,
but not by personal property.



Addendum A

Guidelines for Annual Assessment and Allocation of Tax Levy
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August 1994

FISCAL YEAR 1995

GUIDELiNES FOR ANNUAL ASSESSMENT AND ALLQCATION OF TAX LEVY

(G.L. Ch. 40 S. 56; Ch. 58 S. 1A; Ch. 59 SS. 2A, 5C and 51)

This Informational Guideline Release provides assessors

and other local officials with information regarding the annual

determination of property assessments, classification of

property according to usage class, calculation of the minimum

residential factor and allocation of the tax levy among the

property classes for Fiscal Year 1995.

It addresses the requirements to be met and procedures to

be followed by local officials in all communities prior to

setting a FY95 tax rate, includin~ standards for triennial
certification and interim year valuation adjustments. For

FY95, the small commercial exemption established bV1993
legislation is available as another classification option
(Section IV-D, pg. 13).

Also included are the following forms: “Adjustment of
Valuations Between Certification”, LA-4 “Assessment!
Classification Report”, LA-5 “Classification Tax Allocation”
and LA-7 “Minimum Residential Factor Computation”.

Questions should be referred to the Bureau of Local
Assessment.

Topical Index Key: Distribution

Classification and Taxation Assessors
of Property According to Use Mayors/Selectmen

City/Town Councils

The Division of Local Services is rcsponsibk for ovcrsi&’u ofand assistance to cities and to~s in achieving equitab/c property taxation

and eJJicic,zt ruca! trwfwgcincnt.

ihe Division regularly publishes IGRs (Informarional Guideline Rclcasc.s detailing legal and adlninistrativcprOCedsLrcs) and the Bulletin

(announcc,ncnts and useful infonnation) for local officials and others interested in municipal finance~

Division of Local Services, P0 Box 9655, Boston, MA 02114 - 9655 (617) 727-2300
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Informational Guideline Release (JGR) No. 94-401

August 1.994

FISCAL YEAR 1995

GUIDELINES FOR ANNUAL ASSESSMENT AND ALLOCATION OF TAX LEVY

(G.L. Ch. 40 S. 56; Ch. 58 S. lA
.
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Property is assessed for loca

and fair cash value as of January first of each year. Every
three years, a community’s assessments must be reviewed by the

Commissioner of Revenue and certified as meeting legal
standards. Adjustments to assessments made in years between

this triennial certification to reflect changes in market

conditions must also meet legal standards, although they are

not sub’ issioner.

Once a community is certified as assessin rty at

full and fair cash value, local officials are regu t

determine for the fiscal year of certification, and the ne

two fiscal years the percentages of the tax levy to be borne

by each class of real property: residential, open space,
commercial and industrial, and by personal property for that

_____

This decision is to be made after holding a public

‘delines set forth re uir rocedures

that provide the Commissioner with a framework within which he

may fulfill his responsibility to review local assessments and

to determine whether they reflect full and fair cash value as

of January 1, 1994 for Fiscal Year 1995. In the performance of

this responsibility, the Commissioner may require such

information from and action by assessors and may modify these

requirements and procedures, as appropriate, in order to

recognize circumstances unique to each city and town in the

Commonwealth.

These guidelines also establish the requirements and

procedures that cities and towns certified by the Commissioner

as assessing property at full and fair cash value as of January
1, 1992 for FY93 and as of January 1, 1993 for FY94 must follow

for making valuation adjustments and allocating the tax levy in

FY95.

BUREAU OF LOCAL ASSESSMENT GARY J. MCCABE, CHIEF
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I. ESTABLISHMENT OF ASSESSMENTS

The Board of Assessors must determine the assessed value

of all taxable real and personal property as of January 1,
1994, as required by G.L. Ch. 59 §38.

A. Triennial, certification

‘The? Bureau’of Local A~sessment will review proposed FY95

assessmentsof citiesanc~ towns that (1) were certified as

assessing.. property, at full and fair cash value as of

January 1, 1991 for FY92 and are required by law to meet

triennial certification requirements in FY95 and (2) are

otherwise scheduled by the Commissioner for certification
of values in FY95.

Scheduled communities must take whatever steps are

necessary to ensure the timely implementation of values

that satisfy certification requirements or be subject to

the exercise of the Commissioner’s enforcement powers.
G.L. Ch. 58 §4—4C. If a community’s assessments do not

satisfy minimum certification requirements, the

Commissioner may require the city or town to meet those

requirements in accordance with a program and timetable

approved by him.

1. Revaluation Plan

All communities scheduled to meet FY95 certification

requirements must submit a written plan for meeting
those requirements to the Bureau of Local Assessment

for review and approval.

2. Certification Review

The certification review will consist of:

(a) preliminary field review, (b) procedural audit of

valuation practices, (c) statistical analysis, (d)
public disclosure program and (e) final certification

and classification review.

As a general rule, the review will be conducted in

the sequence and manner described below, with the

preliminary field review being conducted throughout
the revaluation as certain program components are

.completed. ifowever, in’cômmunities not participating
in, that accelerated certification review procedure,
the statistical analysis will generally be conducted

prior to the preliminary field review.
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a. Preliminary Field Review

The Bureau of Local Assessment advisor/appraiser
will review with the Board of Assessors or

designated staff member the following:

(1) The guidelines for documentation to support
proposed assessments and valuation methods.

(2) The assessors’ program plan in light of the

recommendations from the previous
certification review.

(3) The results of any data quality studies

conducted by the assessors.

(4) The advisor’s findings on quality of data

and adequacy of tax maps.

(5) The assessors’ progress in researching
market, cost, and economic data for use in

the reassessment program.

(6) The assessor’s progress toward the timely
completion of the proposed certification

effort.

b. Procedural Audit Review

The Bureau of Local Assessment will conduct an

on—site procedural audit review of the appraisal
methods used to develop the proposed assessments

and of a representative sample of proposed
assessments in the major property classes. The

purpose of this review is to determine if the

assessors have developed and implemented an

acceptable mass appraisal system using
appropriate and reasonable valuation methods and

to ensure the uniform and consistent application
of that system.

The assessors must provide documentation to

support the methodologies used to develop the

proposed assessments. Specifically, the

following appraisal documentation may be

required during the review:

(1) Residential. Property —Documentation would

include, but not necessarily be limited to:

sales analyses, pricing and depreciation
schedules, valuation models with associated

.performance~statIstics, valuation system
override criteria and field review records.
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(2) Land — Documentation must include land

sales and/or residuals used to develop the

valuation schedules applied to all improved
and vacant land parcels.

(3) Commercial and Industrial Property —

Documentation must indicate a consideration

of. the three approaches to value: market,
cost and income, and must provide the basis

for the methodologies applied. The

development and application of a second

approach to value will be required for all

properties that are purchased and sold

based upon an investor’s expectations.
Those properties would include, but not

necessarily be limited to, the following:
primarily commercial multiple use

properties; apartments over four units;
hotels and motels; storage, warehouse and

distribution facilities; discount and

department stores; shopping centers and

malls; supermarkets; small retail

properties; office buildings, medical

office buildings; research and development
facilities; and properties within

industrial parks.

(4) Personal Property — Documentation must

indicate the basis for the valuation

methodology employed. For utility
personalty, that documentation must

indicate not only the appraisal method used

to arrive at an opinion of full and fair

cash value, but also must address the

impact of government regulation on the

property value. Specifically, relevant

data must be presented to support any

opinion of value in excess of the net book

cost. This supporting data must: (a)

identify the existence of special
circumstances that might indicate a fair

market value in excess of net book cost and

(b) show why, because of. the existence of

these special circumstances., a buyer would

not be influenced by the net book cost of

the property and reasonably could be

expected to pay the value placed on the

property by the assessors when by investing
the same dollars elsewhere, the buyer could

obtain a better return on its investment.

Montaup Electric v. Board of Assessors of

Whitman 390 Mass. 847 (1984).
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c. Statistical Analysis

The Bureau of Local Assessment will conduct a

statistical analysis of arms—length residential

sales upon completion of the revaluation. For

the Bureau to conduct this analysis, the

assessors must submit Forms LA—i “Request for

Certification Review” and LA—3 “Property Sales

Reports.”

A median assessment—sales ratio (ASR) and

coefficient of. dispersion (COD) about the

median will be calculated for single—family
residential properties by the Bureau. The

Bureau will also calculate a separate median ASR

and COD for two family, three family,
condominium, apartment and vacant land

residential properties if the tax base has a

significant number of those types of properties.

In order for the Bureau to complete the

preliminary certification review, the sales

analysis must indicate the following for each

type of property for which there is a. sufficient

sales sample as determined by the Bureau:

Type Class Median ASR COD

(Range) (Ma~T~um)

Single—family 101,103 90—110% 10.0%

Two—family 104 90—110% 12.0%

Three—family 105 90—110% 12.0%

Apartments 111—112 90—110% 15.0%

Condominiums 102 90—110% 10.0%

Vacant Land 130—132 90—110% 20.0%

In addition, the difference in the median ASR of

the residential property type with the largest
number of sales and that of any other type of

residential property analyzed should generally
be 5% or less.

d. Public Disclosure Program

Upon successful completion of the preliminary
field review, the procedural audit review and

the statistical analysis, the Bureau of Local

Assessment will notify the assessors in writing
that they may. proceed with an appropriate public
disclosure program for providing taxpayers with

information on the proposed assessments.
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e. Final Certification and Classification Review

After completion of the public disclosure

program, the assessors will determine the final

assessments and classifications as of January 1,
1994. (See Section 11—A below). The assessors

must then request a final certification and

classification review by submitting:

(1) A list of properties with certain valuation

changes resulting from the public
disclosure program on Form LA—b

“Assessment Adjustment List “ along with a

copy of the public disclosure program
notice, to the Bureau of Local Assessment,
and

(2) The total valuation of each class of real

property and of personal property on Form

LA—4 “Assessment/Classi fication Report”
(Attached) to the Bureau of Accounts. (See
Section lI—B below).

The Bureau of Local Assessment will conduct a

review to ensure that the final assessments and

classifications are uniform and consistent with

statutory requirements.

B. Interim Year Valuations

In cities and towns not scheduled for certification.
review, the assessors must adjust valuations to reflect

changes in the tax base due to new construction,
alterations, demolitions, etc. If there has been a change
in market conditions, after careful evaluation,
adjustments should be made to property valuations to

reflect full and fair cash value as of January 1, 1994.

1. Valuation Adjustment Plan

The assessors may undertake or complete a valuation

adjustment program without the prior review or

approval of the Bureau of Local Assessment.

Appropriate appraisal methods must be used to. develop
any valuation adjustments. After completion of the

program, thecommunity’s~ FY95 assessments should be

equitable and consistent within and between all

property classes, as evidenced by conformity with

accepted mass appraisal measures of assessment level

and uniformity~.
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Documentation to support any valuation changes must

be prepared and retained by the assessors. This

documentation might include, for example, income,

expense and capitalization rate analyses, sales ratio

studies or any other data that support the type and

extent of the valuation changes made by the

assessors.

2. Valuation Adjustment Report

a. If the valuation adjustments result in a change
in the total assessed valuation of the community
of more than 10% from FY94, the assessors will

complete their program and report the results to

the Bureau of Local Assessment as early as

possible during the tax rate process, but no

later than the time the Form LA—4” Assessment!
Classification Report” is submitted to the

Bureau of Accounts. (See.Section 11—B below).
The attached “Adjustment of Valuations Between

Certification” will be sufficient for this

report, although more detailed information may
be submitted.

b. If the valuation adjustments result in a change
in the total assessed valuation of the community
of 10% or less from FY94, the assessors will

complete their program and simply report the

total new assessed valuation on. Form LA—4

“Assessment/Classification Report” and Form

LA—l3 “Allowable Levy Growth”.

II. DETERMINATION OF USAGE CLASSIFICATION AND TOTAL VALUATION

A. Real Property Classification

The assessors must determine the usage classification of

all real property as of January 1, 1994 in accordance with

the definitions set forth in G.L. Ch. 59 S2A(b):

Class One, Residential

Class Two, . Open Space
Class Three, Commercial

Class Four, Industrial.

1. The assessors must designate an individual property’s
usage class in accordance with the Property Type
Classification Codes issued by the Bureau of Local

Assessment in April 1991.
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2. Real property of utilities is subject to local

property taxation and must be classified as Class

Four, Industrial. Personal property of utilities is

included in the total valuation of personal property.

3. rorest land as defined in G.L. Ch. 61, agricultural
or horticultural land as defined in G.L. Ch.. 61A and

recreational land as defined in GL. Ch. 61B must be
valued according to the provisions of those statutes.

All forest, agricultural, horticultural or

recreational land use valuations must be included in

the total valuation of the commercial class and taxed

at the commercial rate. (G..L. Ch. 61 53; Ch. 61A 54
and Ch. 61B §2).

4. Classification of property as Class Two, Open Space
is determined by the assessors as of January first of

each year, and does not require application by the

property owner. This class can not include forest,
agricultural, horticultural, or recreational land as

defined in G.L. Ch. 61, Ch. 61A and 61B, but may
include land not otherwise classified, that is not

held for the production of income, but is maintained

in an open or natural condition and contributes

significantly to the benefit and enjoyment of the

public.

5. Where real property is used or held for more than one

purpose and those uses result in different

classifications, the assessors must allocate to each

classification the percentage of the full and fair

cash valuation of the property devoted to each use

according to the guidelines in the Property Type
Classification Codes (G.L. Ch. 59 S2A~bJ).

6. Real property that is exempt from taxation under G.L.

Ch. 59 §5 or otherwise, must also be classified

according to the same guidelines. (G.L. Ch.. 59

§2A(b)).

B. Total Valuation

After assessments are determined as of January 1, 1994 to

reflect, changes in value, usage classification and/or tax

base, the assessors must submit to the Bureau of Accounts

1. The total valuation of each class of real property
and of personal property on Form LA—4 “Assessment/
Classification Report.”



—9—

At the same time, the assessors may also submit a

proposed Tax Rate Recapitulation Sheet and Form LA—S

“Classification Tax Allocation” (Attached). If

submitted at this time, the Form LA—S and Tax Rate

Recapitulation Sheet should indicate the tax levy
percentages expected to be~ adopted by local

officials. If not submitted at this time, the Form

LA—S and Tax Rate Recapitulation Sheet will be

submitted to the Bureau of Accounts after the public
hearing, has been held and the levy percentages have

been adopted. (See Section V—A below).

2. Tax base growth on Forms LA—13 and 13A “Tax Base

Growth Report.” Refer to
-

Bureau of Accounts

Informational Guideline Release No. 94—102, Fiscal

Year 1995 Guidelines for Determining Annual Levy
Limit Increase for Tax Base Growth for further

instructions.

III. DETERMINATION OF MINIMUM RESIDENTIAL FACTOR

AND CERTIFICATION

A. Minimum Residential Factor

1. Based upon the total taxable valuation of’each class

of real property and of personal property as

submitted by the assessors, the Commissioner will

determine a minimum residential factor for each city
and town that he certifiedas assessing property at

full and fair cash valuation as of January 1, 1992

for FY93, January 1, 1993 for FY94 and January 1,
1994 for FY95. (G.L. Ch. 58 §1A).

a. This factor will be 65 percent subject to such

adjustment upward as may be required to provide
that the percentage of the total tax levy
imposed on any class of real or on personal
property will not exceed 150 percent of the full

and fair cash valuation of its taxable property
divided by the full and fair cash valuation of

all taxable real and personal property in the

city or town, unless the adoption of that

minimum residential factor would result in a

residential levy percentage higher than that

adopted in the prior year.
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In that case, the factor will be 50 percent
subject to such adjustment upward as may be

required to provide that the residential levy
percentage will not fall below the lowest

residential levy percentage imposed since the

community was first certified as assessing at

full and fair cash value and that the percentage
of the total tax levy imposed on any class of

real or on personal property will not exceed 175

percent of the full and fair cash valuation of

its taxable real and personal property divided

by the full and fair cash valuation of all

taxable real and personal property. in the city
or town.

-

b. In no instance may the minimum residential
factor determined by the Commissioner be greater
than 100 percent, although a city or town may

adopt a residential factor greater than that

amount. (See Section IV—B below).

2. The statutory formula explained above uses the

percentage share of the tax levy that each class of

real property and that personal property bears to the

total to establish the limits within which a

community may shift the tax burden from residential

and open space property to commercial, industrial and

personal property. By adopting a residential factor

either at or above the minimum established by the

Commissioner, a city or town is assured that the tax

levies for each class of real and for personal
property will fall within the limits prescribed by
law.

B. Annual Certification

The Commissioner will then certify, in writing, to the

Board of Assessors:

1. The total taxable value of each of the four classes

of real property and of personal property as of

January 1, 1994.

2. The minimum residential factor for FY95.

3.~ His- determinatiorr~that a’ majority of the assessors in

a community subject to FY95 triennial certification

requirements are qualified to classify property.
(G.L. Ch. 59 S2A(c)).



—11—

a. If a majority of the current Board of Assessors

has attended a classification training session

conducted by the Bureau of Local Assessment, the

Board will be deemed qualified. If not so

qualified, the member or members necessary to

-

constitute a majority must attend a training
sessiàn to be conducted by the Bureau of Local

Assessment in order for the Board to be

qualified.

b. The dates, times and locations of the training
sessions to be conducted by the Bureau for FY95

will be provided to the Boards of Assessors

subject to these requirements in FY95.

IV. ALLOCATION OF LOCAL TAX LEVY

A. Public Hearing

After the assessors receive the Commissioner’s

certifications, the Board of Selectmen or Town Council of

each town or the City Council of each city must conduct a

public hearing on the issue of allocating the local

property tax levy among the four classes of real property
and of personal property for FY95. (G.L. Ch. 40 S56).

1. The public hearing called by the Selectmen or City
Council must comply with the requirements of the Open
Meeting Law, as supplemented by local by—law or

ordinance.

2. Local officials must provide notice of the conduct of

the hearing to taxpayers by a comprehensive public
information release in a newspaper of general
circulation in the community, as well as in any other

appropriate news media. The release should provide
the date, time and place of the public hearing,
should provide information regarding the policy
decisions available, and should indicate the manner

by which interested taxpayers may present oral or

written information on their views. In providing
•

notice and conducting the public hearing, local

officials should further the legislative intent to

provide an open forum for the discussion of local

property tax policy.
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The assessors should also provide notice of any
reassessment or valuation adjustment program to

taxpayers by having included in the release

information on the basis of the valuation changes and

the program’s overall effect on assessments or by
issuing a separate release prior to tax billing that

provides that information.

3. At the public hearing, the assessors must provide all

information and data relevant to making a decision on

allocating the tax levy including the fiscal effect

of the available alternatives.

The statutory formula for determining the allocation

of the tax levy among the four classes of real

property: residential, open space, conunercial. and

industrial, and personal property is set forth in

G.L. Ch. 40 S56. By adapting the allocation formula

to the circumstances of their city or town, the

assessors can provide the information required for

the public hearing.

B. Adoption of Residential Factor

After holding the public hearing, the Board of Selectmen

or Town Council in a town, or the City Council, together
with the approval of the Mayor, in a city, must determine

the percentages of the tax levy to be paid by each class

of real property and by personal property for FY95. (G.L.
Ch. 40 S56).

1. In determining those percentages, the Selectmen, Town

Council or City Council, together with the Mayor’s
approval, must first adopt a residential factor. In

a city, if the Mayor vetoes the City Council’s

factor, the City Council may override the veto with a

vote equal to two—thirds of the members elected. The

residential factor adopted must be an amount not less

than the minimum residential factor calculated by the

Commissioner. (See Section Ill—A above).

2. The residential factor adopted by a community governs
the percentage of the tax levy to be paid by
residential property owners. If local officials

choose a low residential factor, (for example, the

statutory minimum) residential property owners will

pay a proportionately lower share of the total levy.
A residential factor of “1” will result in the

taxation of all property at the same rate. The

statute permits a city or town to adopt a residential

factor greater than 100 percent (G.L. Ch. 58 S1A),
which would have the effect of decreasing the

commerciaL industriaL, and personal property tax

rates and increasing the rates for residential and

open space property.
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3. When determining the residential factor, local

officials may select a percentage for Class Two, Open
Space, that may not be less than 75 percent of its

full and fair cash value percentage. The residential

class alone absorbs any discount applied to the open

space class.

4. The percentages to be paid by the remaining classes

of real and by personal property owners can be

rding to the provisions of G.L. Ch. 40

S56, using re dential and open space factors.

Residential Exemption

:ion the Board of Selectmen or Mayor,
with the approval of the City Council, an exemption
of not more than 20 percent of the average assessed

value of all Class One, Residential, parcels may be

applied to residential parcels that are the principal
residence of the property taxpayer as used by the

taxpayer for state income tax purposes as of January
1, 1994 (G.L. Ch. 59 S5C).

2. Principal residence is ordinarily the residence in

which a property taxpayer lives. It is the

taxpayer’s domici~le that is, his fixed place of

habitation, permanent home or legal residence.

Therefore, Class One, Residential, parcels not

eligible for the residential exemption would include

accessory land incidental to a residential use,

summer homes, or residential property not occupied by
the owner, such as apartments.

3. The application of the residential exemption, in

addition to any other exemptions allowable under G.L.

Ch. 59 S5, may not reduce the taxable value of the

property to less than 10 percent of its full and fair

cash value, except through the application of the

hardship exemption found in G.L. Ch. 59 S5 Cl. 18 and

±bn~-~----~pr~yisions relating to the severest form of

paraplegia.

small Commercial Exempt

At the option of the B rd of Selectmen or Mayor,
e City Council, an exemption

of any percentage up to 10 may be applied to Class

Three, Commercial, parcels that are ( occupied as

of Januaryl, 1994 by a business with an average
annual employment of no more than ten during the

previous calendar year, as certified by the

Commissioner of the Department of Employment and

Training, and (2) have a valuation of less than one

million dollars (G.L. ch. 59 S51).
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2. An eligible business is one that is certified by the

Commissioner of the Department of Employment and

Training (DET) as having had an average annual

employment at all locations of ten or fewer people
during the prior calendar year. The Commissioner of

.DET will provide the assessors with a list of

eligible businesses each year by July first. G.L.

Ch. 151A S64. The assessors are to rely exclusively
on the Commissioner’s certification in determining
whether a business qualifies.

The list of eligible businesses is not a public
record. It may be used by the assessors and their

staff only to administer the small commercial. -

exemption. If any of the assessors or their staff

uses the list for other purposes or discloses any of

the listed businesses to people outside the

assessors’ office, they may be fined one hundred

dollars.

3. The commercial parcel does not have to be owned by
the occupying business or any other eligible
business. If a parcel has multiple commercial

occupants or tenants, all occupants must be eligible
businesses. If a parc~Tis multiple use, such as a

residential and commercial property, all occupants of

the commercial portion must be eligible businesses.

4. The parcel must have a valuation of less than one

million dollars before the application of any small

commercial exemption. The exemption applies to a

specific parcel occupied by an eligible business, not

to the eligible business itself. Therefore, if any

particular eligible business occupies more than one

parcel, each under one million dollars in value, each

parcel would qualify for the exemption.

V. APPROVAL OF LOCAL TAX RATE

A. Submission of Final Reports

Once the public hearing has been held and the percentages
of the tax levy to be paid by each class of real property
and by personal property have been determined, the

assessors, must submit Form LA—5, “Classification Tax

Allocation,” and a •copy of the notice •of the public
hearing, to the Bureau of Accounts.
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If the assessors had submitted a proposed Form LA—5

indicating the tax levy percentages expected to be adopted
by local officials, the assessors should telephone the

Bureau of Accounts after the percentages have been adopted
to confirm the levy percentages and then submit a final,
signed LA—5 and a copy of the notice of the public
hearing.

B. Approval of Tax Rates

Upon the Commissioner’s determination that the percentages
meet statutory requirements and the public hearing has

been held, the assessors will submit to the Bureau of

Accounts the local tax rates for final approval using the

total valuations, as certified by the Commissioner, and

the percentages of the tax levy, as determined by local

officials.

1. The Bureau of Accounts will approve the setting of a

FY95 tax rate when all of the requirements explained
above and all other requirements applicable to the

setting of the tax rate have been met.

2. The form and content of tax bills for cities and

towns using a classified tax system must conform with

the requirements established by the Commissioner of

Revenue.

a. Cities and towns using a quarterly tax payment
system should refer to Property Tax Bureau

Informational Guideline Release No. 94—203,
“Fiscal Year 1995 Quarterly Tax Payments”.

b. Cities and towns using a semiannual payment
system that issue preliminary tax bills should

refer to Property Tax Bureau Informational

Guideline Release No. 94—205, “Fiscal Year 1995

Guidelines for Issuing Preliminary Tax Bills”.

c. All other cities and towns using a semiannual

payment system should refer to Property Tax

Bureau Informational Guideline Release No.

94—204, “Fiscal Year 1995 Tax Bills”.
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ANNUAL ASSESSMENT AND LEVY ALLOCATION PROCESS:

STEP BY STEP SUMMARY

NOTE: ** Step applies only if triennial certification year.

Assessors

** 1. Submit reassessment plan, including any related

professional services contracts, to the Bureau of Local

Assessment for review and approval.

** 2. Meet with certification advisor.
-

3. Vote to request authorization to issue semiannual

preliminary tax bills by August 15 if needed.

4. Establish full and fair cash values for all properties.

** 5. Request certification review from Bureau of Local

Assessment by submitting Forms LA—i “Request for

Certification Review” and LA—3 “Property Sales Reports.”

Bureau of Local Assessment

** 4. Conduct statistical analysis of sales and determine if

minimum statistical certification requirements are met.

** 5. Conduct preliminary field review.

** 6. Notify assessors whether valuation system and proposed
assessments are in compliance with minimum certification

requirements and if so, authorize them to mail impact
notices and hold informal hearings, or conduct another

appropriate public disclosure program.

Assessors

7. Conduct appropriate public disclosure program.

8. Determine final valuations for all properties.

9~ Classify all reai~ propertyaccording to use.

10. Submit to the Bureau of Local Assessment “Adjustment of

Valuations Between Certification” if certain interim year
valuation adjustments were made.
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** 11. Submit to the Bureau of Local Assessment a list of

properties with certain valuation changes resulting from

public disclosure program on Form LA—lO “Assessment

Adjustment List” along with copy of public disclosure

notice.

12. Submit to the Bureau of Accounts the total valuations for

each class of real property and for personal property on

Form LA—4 “Assessment/Classification Report” and may
submit a proposed Form LA—5 “Classification Tax

Allocation” and Tax Rate Recapitulation Sheet,.

13. Submit to the Bureau of Accounts tax base growth on Forms

LA—13 and 13A “Tax Base Growth Report.”

Bureau of Local Assessment

** 14. Review assessment changes and classifications.

** 15, Determine that proposed property assessments meet minimum

certification requirements of full and fair cash value,
real property has been classified according to use and a

majority of the assessors are qualified to classify
property.

Bureau of Accounts

16. Certify the Minimum Residential Factor and send that

certification (Form LA—7) to assessors.

17. Certify tax base growth and send that certification to

assessors.

Selectmen or City Council

18. Call and hold public hearing on classification.

Assessors

19. Present data on impact of classification options.

20. Notify Selectmen or Mayor and City ‘Council of any excess

levy capacity.
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Selectmen or City Council with Approval of Mayor

21. Adopt Residential Factor.

22. Decide whether to grant Open Space Discount.

23. Determine whether excess levy capacity is consistent with

community fiscal affairs.

Selectmen or Mayor with approval of City Council

24. Decide whether to grant Residential Exemption.

25. Decide whether to grant Small Commercial Exemption.

Assessors

26. Notify Bureau of Accounts of local classification

decisions by telephoning to confirm levy percentages
adopted by local officials and by submitting a final Form

LA—5 “Classification Tax Allocation.”

27. Submit Tax Rate Recapitulation Sheet to Bureau of Accounts

if not done previously.

Bureau of Accounts

28. Certify tax rate(s).



ADJUSTMENT OF VALUATIONS

BETWEEN CERTIFICATION

Fiscal Year 1995

Municipality

.

Classification

Code

~

Number

of % of

Sales Class

Assessment

Sales Ratio

Median

Coefficient

of

Dispersion

FY94 FY95

Values Values

FY94 FY95

Values Values

101 single Family

102 Condo

104 Two Family ~..

105 Three Family

111—125 Apartments

130—132 & 106 Land

(Residential Assessment Sales Ratio Median should be between 90-110%)

(COD should be: 10% or less for class 101 & 102; 12% or less for class 104 & 105;

15% or less for class 111 & 112; 20% or less for class 130-132)

Have Commercial and Industrial properties been adjusted? yes_no_

Were capitalization rates adjusted? yes_no_
Were rent schedules adjusted? yes_no_
Were vacancy rates adjusted? yes_no
Were sales analyzed? yes_no
Were land values adjusted? yes_no_
Were building costs recalibrated? yes_no_
Were depreciation tables adjusted? yes_no_
Other (explain):

We the undersigned agree that in our judgment the valuation adjustments result in fair and equitable
assessments both within and between all classes of property and that sufficient documentation has

been developed to support all valuation adjustments.

Submitted by Board of Assessors_______________________________________________________

_______________________________ _________________________________

Date____________

A ved by Bureau of Local Assessment_________________________________________________
signature/date



MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

DWISION OF LOCAL SERVICES

ASSESSMENT/CLASSIFICATION REPORT FY95

city/to~i

as of Jani.2ry 1, 1994

Signathres tOte

a~~ss 1

Resic~itia].

assessed Value

CLASS 2

cçenspace
Assessed Value

a~ss 3

Cj-im~rcia].

Assessed Value

a1~ss 4

I~ustrial

assessed Value

a1Ass 5

PerscE~al Prcçerty
Assessed Value
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.
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

BUREAU OF ACCOUNTS

CLASSIFICATION TAX ALLOCATION

for

City/Town/District

Return to:

Bureau of Accounts

Boston/Worcester/Springfield

1. The selected Residential Factor is

IF YOU DESIRE EACH CLASS TO MAINTAIN 100% OF ITS

FULL VALUE TAX SHARE INDICATE A RESIDENTIAL FACTOR

OF “1’s AND GO TO QUESTION 3

In computing your residential factor was a discount granted
to Open Space? Yes

—

No
—

If Yes, what is the percentage discount? — —

3. Was a residential exemption adopted? Yes
—

No
—

If Yes, please complete the following:

Class I Total Assessed Value $ X
___________

=

Class I Total Parcel Count * Selected Res. Residential

Exemption %. Exemption

*Include All Parcels with a Mixed—Use Residential Designation

4. Was a small commercial exemption adopted? Yes_ No

If yes, please indicate the selected exemption _____%

LA—5 (7/94)



DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

BUREAU OF ACCOUNTS

MINIMUM RESIDENTIAL FACTOR COMPUTATION

for

City/Town/District

A B C

CLASS FULL AND FAIR

VALUATION

CASH

-

PERCENTAGE

SHARE

1. One — Residential S I

2. Two — Open Space .

3. Three — Commercial

.

H—
5.

Four — Industrial

Personal Property

TOTALS 100.0000%

Maximum Share of the Levy for 150% X _________% ______________%
Classes Three, Four and Personal Lines Maximum Share

Property: 3C+4C+5C

Minimum Share of the Levy for 100% — _________% ______________%
Classes One and Two Maximum Minimum Share

Share

Minimum Residential _____________% /
____________

Factor (MRF) Minimum Share Lines 1C+2C

Minimum Residential

Factor

LA—7 (10/88)



ASSESSMENT/CLASSIFICATION REPORT

FORM (LA-4) FY95

Instructions

Beport all TN~&E property as of the ~P1rf 1, 1994:

1. The total mnnber of parcel/accounts and the total assessed valuations

of each property type.**

2. Azero(O)shouldbeenteredifanit~niSnota~licab1e. Ifyon
have no property class codes 200-231 (open space) pit a zero in the

parcel count and a zero in the total valuation o1uim~ for Class 2.

3. Miscellaneous Resi&ntial should include 103, 109, the new code 140

aix! any other locally determined residential classification codes.

4. Property class code 106 (accessory lath to a residential parcel with

an inprovenent) should be added to residential lath 130—132.

5. Property class codes 700 & 800 (thapter 6]A & 63.B lath) should have

the taxable value(FFCV’—discount) of the 4~y and parcel count in

the camercial class. The dwellings athbã~i1ö€s are to be reported
in the residential class category. The camercial farm buildings
should be reported in the 300 class codes.

6. Property class code 012-043 (multiple use) should be apportioned to

the classes fran which they cane. Therefore the multiple use class

category needs at least two entries in the total valuation columns.

THIS FORM REPL4CES THE LA-2 - TOTAL VALUATION OF PROPERTY

ADDRESS QUESTIONS ON COMPLETION OF THIS FORM TO — J~na I~nirai at 617-727-2300

Please suLmit this form to: Division of Local Services
-

Bureau of P~ccamts

Boston Worcester Springfield
P.O.. Box~9655... 7~Grove. Street—Suite 12 436 Th~ight Street
Boston ~ Worcester I~ Springfield PV

02114—9655 01605 01103

**~j]t, Guidelines for the Classification of Property According to

Use/Property Classification Codes (1~pril 1991).



5. The information in Column B & C is derived from the LA—7. Please indicate

in Column D the. percentages (~ccurat~ to 4 digits~. ta; right: of.. decimal paint)
res~1lting from the options chosen. (If a residential factor of “1” has been

selected and the small commercial exemption vas not adopted, you may leave

Column D blank).
If a small commercial exemption was adopted, please indicate:

No. parcels eligible
_________

Total value of parcels $_________________
Total value to be exempted $____________________

• A B C D

Class Certified Full and

Fair Cash Value

Assessments

Percentage
Full Value

Shares of Total

Tax Levy

New Percentage
Shares of Total

Tax Levy

1. Residential S % Z

2. Open Space

3. Commercial

4. Industrial S

5. Personal

Property

TOTALS 5 100.0000% 100.0000%

6. I hereby attest that notice was given to taxpayers that a public hearing on

the issue of adopting the tax levy percentages for fiscal year 19_ would be

held on ___________(date), __________(time), at _______________(place),
by

______________

(describe type of notice)

Clerk (City/Town/District)

7. We hereby attest that on ___________(date) ____________(time), at

______________(place) a public hearing was held on the issue of adopting the

percentages for fiscal year 19, that the Board of Assessors presented
information and data relevant to making such a determination and the fiscal

effect of the available alternatives at the hearing, and that the

percentages set forth above were duly adopted in public session

_____________(date)

8. We have been informed by the Assessors of $ excess levy
capacity...

For cities: City Councillors, Aldermen, Mayor
For towns: Board of Selectmen

For districts: Prudential Committee or Commissioners



Addendum B

Trend Analysis



Property Values Percentages by Class and by Piscal Year

Year Residential

1987 79.1 20.9

1988 78.5 21.5

1989 79.4 20.6

1990 78.9 21.1

1991 79.1 20.9

1992 79.1 20.9

1993 79.6 20.4

1994 81.7 18.3

1995 83.7 16.3



Assessed Value by Class and By Fiscal Year

($Mi1)

Type 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

Residential 1,395.9 1,146.9 1,157.3 1,158.7 1,211.5

Open Space 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Conunercial 245.6 198.0 194.5 165.1 151.5

Industrial 103.9 85.5 82.1 70.6 59.9

Personal Prop. 18.7 20.2 20.8 23.6 23.3

Total 1,764.1 1,450.6 1,454.7 1,418.0 1,446.3



Parcel Counts by Class by Piscal Year

% Change
Type 1992 1993 1994 1995 94-95

Residential 6729 6778 6842 6930 1.4%

Open Space 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Commercial 379 372 379 372 —1.8%

Industrial 120 104 104 99 —4.8%

Personal Prop. 439 439 390 371 —4.9%

Exempt 354 358 362 367 1.4%

Total 802]. 8051 8127 8139 0.0%



Average Parcel Value by Class by Fiscal Year

% Change
Type 1993 1994 1995 94—95

Residential 170,744 169,351 173,394 2.4%

Commercial 522,849 441,444 424,558 — 3.8%

Industrial 789,423 .678,846 605,651 —10.8%

Personal Prop. 47,380 60,513 62,846 3.9%



Average Values in Residential Class by Segment by Fiscal Year

1993 1994 1995 94-95Type

Single Family 216,714 217,740 227,412 4~.4%

Condominiums 86,565 78,272 77,630 .8%

2 Family 194,745 197,678 194,727 —1.5%

3 Family 215,487 221,679 216,753 —2.2%

Apartments
.

716,470 680,522 633,502 —6.9%

Vacant Land 41,186 45,427 43,710 —3.8%

Mixed Use 162,444 156,632 159,393 1.8%



Addendum C

Analysis of Shifting Tax Burden from Residential to CIP



2 1/2%
LEVY GROWTH

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR CLASSIFICATION

PROPOSED

VALUATION (WAITING D.O.R. APPROVAL)

$

FY95

TOTAL RESIDENTIAL VALUE

TOTAL COMMERCIAL VALUE

TOTAL INDUSTRIAL VALUE

TOTAL PERSONAL PROP VALUE

TOTAL VALUATION

1,211,502,900
151,567,203
59,959,500
23,315,883

1,446,345,486

83.76%

10.48%

4.15%

1.61%

100. 00%

EFFECTS OF CLASSIFICATION ON THE PERCENTAGE OF THE LEVY BORNE BY EACH CLASS

RESIDENTIAL TAX LEVY

COMMERCIAL TAX LEVY

INDUSTRIAL TAX LEVY

PERSONAL PROP TAX LEVY

TOTAL TAX LEVY

NO SHIFT $

26,980,191

NO SHIFT 5% 7.5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 40% 50%

SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

80.5156% 79.7038% 78.8919% 77.2683% 75.6446

12.5752% 13.0992% 13.6231% 14.6711% 15.7190

4.9747% 5.1820% 5.3893% 5.8038% 6.2184

1.9345% 2.0151% 2.0957% 2.2569% 2.4181

100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00

DOLLAR PROPORTION OF THE LEVY BORNE BY CLASS OF PROPERTY

5% 7.5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 40% 50%

NO SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

22,599,427 22,380,389 22,270,870 22,161,351 21,942,313 21,723,275 21,504,236 21,285,198 20,847,122 20,409,045
2,827,341 2,968,708 3,039,392 3,110,075 3,251,442 3,392,809 3,534,176 3,675,543 3,958,278 4,241,012
1,118,487 1,174,411 1,202,374 1,230,336 1,286,260 1,342,185 1,398,109 1,454,033 1,565,882 1,677,731
434,935 456,682 467,556 478,429 500,176 521,923 543,669 565,416 608,910 652,403

26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191 26,980,191

PROPOSED TAX RATES FY95

RESIDENTIAL TAX RATE

COMMERCIAL TAX RATE

INDUSTRIAL TAX RATE

PERSONAL PROP TAX RATE

5% 7.5%

NO SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

18.65 18.47 18.38

18.65 19.59 20.05

18.65 19.59 20.05

18.65 19.59 20.05

10% 15%

SHIFT SHIFT

18.29 18.11

20.52 21.45

20.52 21.45

20.52 21.45

20% 25% 30%

SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

17.93 17.75 17.57

22.38 23.32 24.25

22.38 23.32 24.25

22.38 23.32 24.25

40% 50%

SHIFT SHIFT

17.21 16.85

26.12 27.98
26.12 27.98

26.12 27.98

TOTAL RESIDENTIAL VALUE 1,211,502,900 83.7630% 82.9512% 82.5453% 82.1393% 81.3275%
TOTAL COMMERCIAL VALUE 151,567,203 10.4793% 11.0033% 11.2653% 11.5273% 12.0512%

TOTAL INDUSTRIAL VALUE 59,959,500 4.1456% 4.3529% 4.4565% 4.5601% 4.7674%

TOTAL PERSONAL PROP VALUE 23,315,883 1.6121% 1.6927% 1.7330% 1.7733% 1.8539%

TOTAL VALUATION 1,446,345,486 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%



RESIDENTIAL FACTORS

227,412
77,630
174,770
365,331
344,470
431,363

NO SHIFT

100.0000%

NO SHIFT

1.98%

1.98%

1.98%

-9.09%

-9.09%

-9.09%

5% 7.5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

99.0308% 98.5462% 98.0616% 97.0923% 96.1231% 95.1539% 94.1847%

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN THE AVERAGE TAX BILL FOR FY95

CAUSED BY A CHANGE FROM THE FY94 CLASSIFICATION VOTE

PERCENT CHANGE GIVEN CONSTANT VALUE FOR FY95

5% 7.5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 40%

NO SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

4.50% 3.49% 2.99% 2.48% 1.47% 0.45% -0.56% -1.57% -3.60%

4.50% 3.49% 2.99% 2.48% 1.47% 0.45% -0.56% -1.57% -3.60%

-7.10% -2.46% -0.13% 2.19% 6.83% 11.48% 16.12% 20.77% 30.06%

-7.10% -2.46% -0.13% 2.19% 6.83% 11.48% 16.12% 20.77% 30.06%

50%

SHIFT

-7.91

-7.91

-7.91

36.36
36.36

36.36

$300,000 SINGLE FAMILY

$125,000 CONDOMINIUM

$450,000 COMMERCIAL

$550, 000 INDUSTRIAL

NO SHIFT

241.21

100.51

(373.30)
(472.36)

5% 7.5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

186.97 159.85 132.73 78.49 24.25 (29.99) (84.22)
77.91 66.61 55.31 32.71 10.11 (12.49) (35.09)

(221.96) (12.11) 197.75 617.47 1,037.18 1,456.90 1,876.62
(271.29) (14.80) 241.70 754.68 1,267.67 1,780.65 2,293.64

40% 50%

SHIFT SHIFT

(192.70) (301.18
(80.29) (125.49

2,716.05 3,555.48
3,319.61 4,345.59

FY95

40%

SHIFT

92.2462%

AVERAGE SINGLE FAMILY HOME

AVERAGE CONDOMINIUM

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL

AVERAGE COMM & IND.

AVERAGE COMMERCIAL

AVERAGE INDUSTRIAL

$300,000 SINGLE FAMILY

$125,000 CONDOMINIUM

$450,000 COMMERCIAL

$550,000 INDUSTRIAL

50%

SHIFT

903078

5% 7.5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 40%

SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

0.99% 0.49% 0.00% -0.99% -1.98% -2.97% -3.95% -5.93%

0.99% 0.49% 0.00% -0.99% -1.98% -2.97% -3.95% -5.93%

0.99% 0.49% 0.00% -0.99% -1.98% -2.97% -3.95% -5.93%

-4.55% -2.27% 0.00% 455% 9.09% 13.64% 18.18% 27.27%

-4.55% -2.27% 0.00% 4.55% 9.09% 13.64% 18.18% 27.27%

-4.55% -2.27% 0.00% 4.55% 9.09% 13.64% 18.18% 27.27%

DOLLAR INCREASE IN TAX BILL given constant vaLue FOR FY95

50%

SHIFT

-5.62

-5.62

39.35

39.35



AMOUNT OF TAX PAID FOR AVERAGE CLASS OF PROPERTY FY94

AVERAGE SINGLE FAMILY HOME

AVERAGE CONDOMINIUM

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL

AVERAGE COMM & IND.

AVERAGE COMMERCIAL

AVERAGE INDUSTRIAL

217,724
78,272
173,763
396,730
365,226
497,010

AMOUNT OF TAX PAID FOR AVERAGE CLASS OF PROPERTY FY95 PROPOSED VALUATIONS

AVERAGE SINGLE FAMILY HOME

AVERAGE CONDOMINIUM

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL

AVERAGE COMM & IND.

AVERAGE COMMERCIAL

AVERAGE INDUSTRIAL

227,412
77,630
174,770
365,331
344,470
431,363

10%

SHIFT

4,159.92
1,420.04
3,196.97
7,496.39
7,068.33
8,851.33

15%

SHIFT

4,118.81
1,406.01
3,165.37
7,837.14
7,389.62
9,253.66

PERCENT CHANGE IN AVERAGE TAX BILL FROM FY94 TO FY95 (WITHIN SAME CLASS)

50%

SHIFT

3,831.00
1,307.76
2,944.19
10,222.35
9,638.64

12, 070 .
00

5% 7.5% 10% 15%

NO SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

9.15% 8.10% 7.57% 7.04% 5.98%

3.65% 2.64% 2.14% 1.64% 0.63%

5.11% 4.09% 3.58% 3.07% 2.05%

-14.45% -10.18% -8.04% -5.90% -1.62%

-12.38% -8.00% -5.81% -3.62% 0.76%

-19.37% -15.34% -13.32% -11.31% -7.28%

20% 25% 30% 40% 50%

SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

4.92% 3.86% 2.81% 0.69% -1.42

-0.37% -1.38% -2.38% -4.39% -6.40

1.04% 0.02% -1.00% -3.04% -5.08

2.66% 6.93% 11.21% 19.76% 28.32

5.14% 9.52% 13.90% 22.67% 31.43

-3.25% 0.79% 4.82% 12.88% 20.94

FY94

FY95

5% 7.5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 40% 50%

NO SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

3,975.64 3,929.92 3,908.15 3,886.37 3,842.83 3,797.11 3,753.56 3,707.84 3,618.57 3,531.48
1,429.25 1,412.81 1,404.98 1,397.16 1,381.50 1,365.06 1,349.41 1,332.97 1,300.88 1,269.57
3,172.91 3,136.42 3,119.05 3,101.67 3,066.92 3,030.43 2,995.67 2,959.18 2,887.94 2,818.44
7,244.29 7,605.31 7,787.81 7,966.34 8,331.33 8,692.35 9,053.38 9,418.37 10,140.42 10,866.43
6,669.03 7,001.38 7,169.39 7,333.74 7,669.75 8,002.10 8,334.46 8,670.47 9,335.18 10,003.54
9,075.40 9,527.68 9,756.31 9,979.96 10,437.21 10,889.49 11,341.17 11,799.02 12,703.58 13,613.10

5% 7.5%

NO SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

4,242.15 4,201.04 4,180.48
1,448.11 1,434.08 1,427.06
3,260.17 3,228.57 3,212.77
6,814.90 7,155.65 7,326.02
6,425.76 6,747.05 6,907.69
8,046.66 8,449.00 8,650.16

AVERAGE SINGLE FAMILY HOME

AVERAGE CONDOMINIUM

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL

AVERAGE COMM & IND.

AVERAGE COMMERCIAL

AVERAGE INDUSTRIAL

20% 25% 30% 40%

SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT SHIFT

4,077.69 4,036.57 3,995.46 3,913.23
1,391.97 1,377.94 1,363.90 1,335.83
3,133.77 3,102.18 3,070.58 3,007.38
8,177.88 8,51863 8,859.37 9,540.86
7,710.91 8,032.20 8,353.49 8,996.06
9,656.00 10,058.33 10,460.66 11,265.33

FY95

227,412
77,630
174,770
365,331
344,470
431,363



Addendum D

Residential Exemption



Residential Exemption Example

Total Residential Value $1,211,502,900

Number of Residential Parcels 6930

Average Residential Value $173,394

Residential Exemption 20%

Residential Exemption ($) $34,679

Tax Rate without Exemption $l8.65/$l000

Residential Tax Rate after Exemption $22.15/$1000

Tax Tax Value New New New

Value Rate Bill Exemption Value Rate Bill

100,000 18.65 1,865 34,679 65,321 22.15 1447

150,000 18.65 2,797 34,679 115,321 22.15 2596

200,000 18.65 3,730 34,679 165,321 22.15 3662

250,000 18.65 4,663 34,679 215,321 22.15 4769

300,000 18.65 5,595 34,697 265,303 22.15 5877

All non-qualifying Class 1 properties would see an 18.8%

increase, if exemption was adopted.
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Small Commercial Exemption



Massachusetts Department of Rey~~
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Release

SMALL COMMERCIAL EXEMPTION

Chapter 110, S.S. 112 and 187 of the Acts of 1993

(Adding G.L. Ch. 59, S. 51 and Ch. 151A, S. 64)

This Informational Guideline Release informs local

officials about a new option under the property tax

classification law that permits local officials to give
preferential treatment to~ commercial properties occupied by
small businesses.

Topical Index Key

Classification and Taxation
of Property According to Use

Distribution

Assessors
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City/Town Councils
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Division of Local Services, POBox 9655, Boston, MA 02114- 9655 (617) 727-2300
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Informational Guideline Release No. 93-402

December 1993



Informational Guideline Release No. 93-402

December 1993

SMALL COMMERCIAL EXEMPTION

Chapter .110, S.S. 1.12 and 187 of the Acts of 1993

(Adding G.L. Ch. 59, S. 51and Ch. 151A, S. 64)

SUNMARY

This legislation adds a new option, the small commercial

exemption, to the property tax classification law. Under G.L.

Ch. 59 §51, a board of selectmen or mayor, with the approval of

the city council, may now decide annually to exempt up to ten

percent of the value of Class Three, Commercial, parcels that

are occupied by businesses with an average annual employment of

no more than ten people at all locations during the previous
calendar year, as certified by the Commissioner of the

Department of Employment and Training, and valuations of less

than a million dollars. Like the residential exemption provided
by G.L. Ch. 59 §5C, the small commercial exemption is a

reduction in the taxable valuation of the property applied by
the assessors before setting the tax rate. If adopted, it has

the effect of reducing property taxes on properties occupied by
small businesses and shifting those taxes onto other commercial

and industrial properties.

GUIDELINES

A. Annual Adoption

The board of selectmen or mayor, with the approval of the

city council, may now decide before the tax rate is set

whether or not to grant a small commercial exemption for

the fiscal year. A small commercial exemption of any

percentage of valuation up to ten may be adopted

The option of granting a small commercial exemption is in

addition to the other local tax policy options available

under the classification law. It can be granted regardless
of the residential factor selected and may be used with or

without an open space discount or a residential exemption.

BUREAU OF LOCAL ASSESSMENT
.

GARY J. MCCABE, CHIEF
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B. Qualifications

To be eligible for any small commercial exemption granted,
a Class Three, Commercial, parcel must (1) be occupied by
a business with an average annual employment of no more

than ten during the previous calendar year, as certified

by the Commissioner of the Department of Employment and

Training, and (2) have a. valuation of less than one

million dolT~Es.

1. Occupancy

The commercial parcel must be occupied by an eligible
business as of January first It does not have to be

owned by the occupying business or any other eligible
business.

If a parcel has multiple commercial occupants or

tenants, all occupants must be eligible businesses.

If a parcelTs multiple use, such as a residential and

commercial property, all occupants of the commercial

portion must be eligible businesses.

2. Eligible Business

An eligible business is one that is certified by the

Commissioner of the Department of Employment and

Training (DET) as having had an average annual

employment at all locations of ten or fewer people
during the prior calendar year. The assessors are to

rely exclusively on the Commissioner’s certification

in determining whether a business qualifies.

The Commissioner of DET will provide the assessors

with a list of eligible businesses each year by July
first. G.L. Ch. 151A §64. The Commissioner will

issue the first list by July 1, 1994. That list will

include businesses with average employment of ten or

less during calendar year 1993 and is to be used by
the assessors in determining whether a parcel •was

occupied by an eligible business as of January 1, 1994

for fiscal year 1995 tax purposes.

The list of eligible businesses is not a public
record. It may be used.by the assessors and their

staff only to administer the small commercial

exemption. If any of the assessors or their staff

uses the list for other purposes or disclosures any of

the listed bu,sinessesto people outside the assessors’

office, •they may be fined one hundred dollars.
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3. Valuation Limit

The parcel must have a valuation of less than one

million dollars before the application of any small

commercial exemption.

The exemption applies to a specific parcel occupied by
an eligible business, not an eligible business.

Therefore, if any. particular eligible business

occupies more than oné, parcel, each under one million

dollars in value, each parcel would qualify for the

exemption.

C. Assessed Valuation and Tax Rate

The small commercial exemption is administered by the

assessors in the same manner as the residential exemption,
that is, without an application from the taxpayer. Unlike

the residential exemption, however, the small commercial

exemption is based on a percentage of an eligible parcel’s
valuation, rather than a fixed dollar amount

The assessors value all Class Three, Commercial, properties
at their full and fair cash value and then use the

aggregate full and fair cash value of the commercial class

to compute the minimum residential factor and determine the

levy allocation under the classification law. If a small

commercial exemption is granted, the assessors must

determine the eligible parcels, reduce their valuation by
the selected exemption percentage and set the tax rate

using the reduced taxable value.

Any small commercial exemption granted is borne by other

Class Three, Commercial, and Class Four, Industrial,

property, but not by personal property. The tax levy to be

raised from commercial and industrial properties remains

the same, but use of the reduced valuation in setting the

tax rate will result in a higher rate for the commercial

and industrial classes than for personal property. The

attachment, “Impact of Small Commercial Exemption,” shows

how adoption of the exemption affects the calculation of

the tax rate.

D. Other Exemptions

The small commercial exemption may be applied to parcels
that qualify for other property tax exemptions under G.L.

Ch. 59 S5. There is no minimum taxable valuation as is the

case with the residential exemption.



IMPACT OF SMALL COMMERCIAL EXEMPTION

Tax Levy $ 5,000,000

Pull and Fair Cash Valuation

Residential $150,000,000 75%)

Open Space 10,000,000 5%) (80%)
Commercial 20,000,000 10%)
Industrial 10,000,000 5%) (20%)
Personal 10,000,000 5%)
TOTAL $200,000,000 100%

Eligible Class Three Parcels

Full and Fair Cash Value $ 5,000,000

Exemption Percentage 10%

Exempt Valuation 500,000
Assessed Valuation $ 4,500,000

EXANPLE 1

TOWN ADOPTS A RESIDENTIAL FACTOR OF 1

Tax Rate Computation Without a Small Commercial Exemption

Class Levy % Levy Tax Rate

R & 0 80% $4,000,000 $25.00 ($4,000,000÷160,000,000)
cIp 20% 1,000,000 25.00 ( 1,000,000÷ 40,000,000)

Tax Rate Computation With A Small Commercial Exemption

Class Levy % Levy Tax Rate

R & 0 80% $4,000,000 $25.00 ($4,000,000÷160,000,000)
C & I 15% 750,000 25.42 ( 750,000+ 29,500,000)
P 5% 250,000 25.00 ( 250,000÷ 10,000,000)

Tax Impact on Eligible and Non—eligible Parcel
• Full and Fair Cash Valuation $500,000

Without With

Exemption Exemption

Eligible $12,500 $11,439
($500,000 x 25/1000) ($450,000 x 25.42/1000)

Non—eligible 12,500 12,710
($500,000 x25/1000) ($500,000 x 25.42/1000)



EXAMPLE 2

TOWWTAKESHIFTOF 150% ON CIP

ADOPTS A RESIDENTIAL FACTOR OF .85

Tax Rate Computation Without a Small Commercial Exemption

Tax Rate

$21.87 ($3,500,000÷160,000,000).
37.50 ( 1,500,000÷ 40,000,000)

Tax Impact on Eligible and Non—eligible Parcel

Full and Fair Cash Valuation $500,000

With

__________

Exemption

Eligible

Non—eligible

$18,750
($500,000 x 37.50/1000)

18,750
($500,000 x 37.50/1000)

$17,163
($450,000 x 38.14/1000)

19,070
($500,000 x 38.14/1000)

Class Levy %

70%

30%

Levy

$3,500,000
1,500,000

R & 0

CIP

Class

R& 0

C& I

P

Tax Rate Computation With ~ Small Commercial Exemption

Levy %

70 %

22.5%

7.5%

Levy

$3,500,000
1,125,000

375,000

Tax Rate

$21.87 ($3,500,000+160,000,000.)
38.14 ( 1,125,000+ 29,500,000)
37.50 ( 375,000+ 10,000,000)

Without

Exemption



TOWN OF ACTON

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

To: Nancy Tavernier

~ROM: Brian McMullen

SUBJECT: Tax Classification Research

LATE: November 1, 1994

Attached please find a copy of the tax bill research
Inlormation you requested on a sample of residential
properties. This spread sheet only reflects FY92 - FY94 tax
bills and assessments.

If you need any additional information please do not
hesitate to contact me.

cc:Don Johnson



FY 95

TAX CLASSIFICATION

RESEARCH

OCTOBER 31, 1994

OWNER

ST FY 92 FY 92 FY 93 FY 93 FY 94

MAP/LOT NO ADDRESS ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT

PERC. CHNG PERC. CHNG

FY 94 FY92 - FY94 FY92 - FY94

TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES

Aronson, Steve D2-7-2 236 Newtown Rd 315,900 5,152.33 315,900 5,332.39 315,900 5,638.82 0.0% 9.4%

Lake, Norman E2-230 35 Quaboag Rd 170,500 2,780.86 173,100 2,921.93 173,100 3,089.84 1.5% 11.1%

MuUin, BiU F1-200 16 BLack Horse Dr 224,600 3,663.23 222,500 3,755.80 222,500 3,971.63 -0.9% 8.4%

Tavernier, Nancy E2-76 35 Mohawk Dr 168,900 2,754.76 171,000 2,886.48 171,000 3,052.35 1.2% 10.8%

Hunter, Dore’ H4-78 3 Foster Rd 190,200 3,102.16 187,800 3,170.06 187,800 3,352.23 -1.3% 8.1%

Friedrichs, Wayne F28-4 24 Windsor Ave 270,700 4,415.12 303,400 5,121.39 305,100 5,446.04 12.7% 23.3% *

MacKenzie, Don E3-87-28 12 Wilson In 333,100 5,432.86 333,100 5,622.73 333,100 5,945.84 0.0% 9.4%

Williams, Alice G4-49-5 5 Horseshoe Dr 218,800 3,568.63 218,800 3,693.34 218,800 3,905.58 0.0% 9.4%

Sawyer, Rick E2-216 42 Quaboag Rd 201,000 3,278.31 204,500 3,451.96 204,500 3,650.33 1.7%. 11.3%

Stuntz, lee G2A-50 27 Central St 247,900 4,043.25 290,300 4,900.26 290,300 5,181.86 17.1% 28.2% *

Butler, Jean 13-67 144 SchooL St 130,200 2,123.56 131,600 2,221.41 131,600 2,349.06 1.1% 10.6%

Harting-Barrat, Pam 02-131 27 Oneida Rd 172,300 2,810.21 169,700 2,864.54 169,700 3,029.15 -1.5% 7.8%

Parenti, Ron H4-105-25 12 Heritage Rd 186,000 3,033.66 184,700 3,117.74 184,700 3,296.90 -0.7% 8.7%

PhiLLips, Leonard 12-12 43 Main St 126,100 2,056.69 126,100 2,128.57 126,100 2,250.89 0.0% 9.4%

Orcutt, Charles E2-264 34 Elm St 417,100 6,802.90 332,800 5,617.66 338,600 6,044.01 -18.8% -11.2% **

Page, Anita Gi-ilO 12 Marian Rd 221700 3,615.93 218500 3,688.28 218500 3,900.23 -1.4% 7.9%

Resor, Pam

Roscoe, loretta

F5-11-9

F1-41

5 Proctor St

6 Cherry Ridge

281,200

196,000

4,586.37

3,196.76

281200

196,000

4,746.66

3,308.48

281200

196,000

5,019.42

3,498.60

0.0%

0.0%

9.4%

9.4%

Ferrara, Robert 02-39 10 Wachusett Dr 207500 3,384.33 205900 3,475.59 20590? 3,675.32 -0.8% 8.6%
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FY 95

TAX CLASSIFICATION

RESEARCH

OCTOBER 31, 1994

23

* PROPERTY RECLASSIFIED IN FY 93
** CREATED A LOT SPLIT IN FY 93

OWNER MAP/LOT

ST

NO ADDRESS

FY 92

ASSESSMENT
-

FY 92 FY 93

TAXES
-

ASSESSMENT

FY 93 FY 94

TAXES

- -

ASSESSMENT

FY 94

TAXES

PERC. CHNG

FY92 FY94

ASSESSMENT

PERC. CHNG

FY92 - FY94

TAXES

Berry, Peter H3B-57 39 Fau’kner HiLl. Rd 177200 2,890.13 177900 3,002.95 177900 3,175.52 0.4% 9.9%

Yates, Barbara G4-43 12 Whittier Dr 241600 3,940.50 239000 4,034.32 239000 4,266.15 -1.1% 8.3%

Schoch, .Jean G3-63 6 Doris Rd. 195800 3,193.50 195800 3,30510 195800 3,495.03 0.0% 9.4%

Dill., Thomas F4-89 68 ALcott St 194100

5,088,400

3,165.77

82,991.80

192900

5,072,500

3,256.15

85,623.80

192900

5,080,000

3,443.27

90,678.00

-0.6%

0.5% #

8.8%

10.0% #

# AVERAGE PERCENT CHANGE
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TO: Board of Selectmen
______________

FROM: Nanc
____________

Classification data

\\ ~
Attached to this memo are two spreadsheets prepared, at my request, by the

Assessing Department. The first is a list of all elected officials in Acton with their

individual property tax bills for the three year period of FY92-FY94. I used elected

officials’ data since they appear to represent a good cross section of town residents in

terms of residential value and location. The second attachment is a sample list of

Commercial and Industrial properties in Acton. My method of selection was to list all of

uses allowed in the Town’s Zoning Bylaw and then insert businesses in that use

category.

I feel it is important to view the Tax Classification issue from the perspective of

the individual property tax bills, since that is the bottom line any property owner is

really concerned about. I think the information revealed in this very small sample is

self-explanatory and very simple. Individual residential tax bills have continued to

increase significantly in the past three years, even with the absence of Prop 2 1/2

overrides. Individual commercial and industrial tax bills have either increased slightly
or have consistently decreased in the past three years.

The reason for this anomaly is also easy to explain, residential values have

held firm or increased while commercial and industrial values have plummeted, at

least through FY94.

What I do find hard to explain is why we have an annual gnashing of teeth by
business owners who continue to pay less for services that increased in cost in each of

the past 3 years. My ideal definition of fairness would be that each property owner

would pay approximately the same increase or decrease in taxes and that in order to

accomplish this the %-age shift must be adjusted up or down each year. That is why I

proposed a 20% shift last year. I will be interested in the new numbers for FY95 to see

if a similar adjustment should be proposed.
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FY 95

TA)~ CLASSIFICATION OCTOBER 31, 1994

RESEARCH

PERC. CHNG PERC. CHNG

ST FY 92 FY 92 FY 93 FY 93 FY 94 FY 94 FY92 - FY94 FY92 - FY94

OWNER MAP/LOT NO ADDRESS ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES

Aronson, Steve D2-7-2 236 Newtown Rd 315,900 5,152.33 315.900 5,332.39 315,900 5,638.82 0.0% 9.4%

Lake, Norman E2-230 35 Quaboag Rd 170,500 2,780.86 173,100 2,921.93 173,100 3,089.84 1.5% 11.1%

Mut tin, BILL F1-200 16 BLack Horse Dr 224,600 3,663.23 222,500 3,755.80 222,500 3,971.63 -0.9% 8.4%

Tavernier, Nancy E2-76 35 Mohawk Dr 168,900 2,754.76 171,000 2,886.48 171,000 3,052.35 1.2% 10.8%

Hunter, Dore’ H4-78 3 Foster Rd 190,200 3,102.16 187,800 3,170.06 187,800 3,352.23 -1.3% 8.1%

Friedrichs, Wayne F2B-4 24 Windsor Ave 270,700 4,415.12 303,400 5,121.39 305,100 5,446.04 12.7% 23.3% *

MacKenzie, Don E3-87-28 12 Wilson Ln 333,100 5,432.86 333,100 5,622.73 333,100 5,945.84 0.0% 9.4%

WiLLiams, ALice 04-49-5 5 Hors,eshoe Dr 218,800 3,568.63 218,800 3,693.34 218,800 3,905.58 0.0% 9.4%

Sawyer, Rick E2-216 42 Quaboag Rd 201,000 3,278.31 204,500 3,451.96 204,500 3,650.33 1.7% 11.3%

Stuntz, Lee G2A-50 27 CentraL St 247,900 4,043.25 290,300 4,900.26 290,300 5,181.86 17.1% 28.2% *

Butter, Jean H3-67 144 SchooL St 130,200 2,123.56 131,600 2,221.41 131,600 2,349.06 1.1% 10.6%

Harting-Barrat, Pam D2-131 27 Oneida Rd 172,300 2,810.21 169,700 2,864.54 169,700 3,029.15 -1.5% 7.8%

Parenti, Ron H4-105-25 12 Heritage Rd 186,000 3,033.66 184,700 3,117.74 184,700 3,296.90 -0.7% 8.7%

PhiLLips, Leonard 12-12 43 Main St 126,100 2,056.69 126,100 2,128.57 126,100 2,250.89 0.0% 9.4%

Orcutt, Charles E2-264 34 Elm St 417,100 6,802.90 332,800 5,617.66 338,600 6,044.01 18.8% 11.2% **

Page, Anita 01-110 12 Marian Rd 221700 3,615.93 218500 3,688.28 218500 3,900.23 -1.4% 7.9%

Resor, Pam F5-11-9 5 Proctor St 281,200 4,586.37 281200 4,746.66 281200 5,019.42 0.0% 9.4%

Roscoe, Loretta F1-41 6 Cherry Ridge 196,000 3,196.76 196,000 3,308.48 196,000 3,498.60 0.0% 9.4%

Ferrara, Robert 02-39 10 Wachusett Dr 207500 3,384.33 205900 3,475.59 205900 3,675.32 -0.8% 8.6%
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FY 95

TAX CLASSIFICATION OCTOBER 31, 1994

RE S~ARC H

PERC. CHNG PERC. CHUG

ST FY 92 FY 92 FY 93 FY 93 FY 94 FY 94 FY92 FY94 FY92 - FY94

OWNER MAP/LOT NO ADDRESS ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES

Berry, Peter H3B-57 39 FauLkner HILL Rd 177200 2,890.13 177900 3,002.95 177900 3,175.52 0.4% 9.9%

Yates, Barbara 04-43 12 Whittier Dr 241600 3,940.50 239000 4,034.32 239000 4,266.15 -1.1% 8.3%

Schoch, Jean G3-63 6 Doris Rd. 195800 3,193.50 195800 3,305.10 195800 3,495.03 0.0% 9.4%

DILL, Thomas F4-89 68 ALcott St 194100 3,165.77 192900 3,256.15 192900 3,443.27 -0.6% 8.8%

23 5,088,400 82,991.80 5,072,500 85,623.80 5,080,000 90,678.00 0.5% # 10.0% #

* PROPERTY RECLASSIFIED IN FY93 (c~YC\i ~ ~ ~‘\ # AVERAGE PERCENT CHANGE
** CREATED A LOT SPLIT IN FY 93
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TAX:CLASSIFICATIOH OCTOBER 13, 1994

RESEARCH ~7,5_e7/0
PERC. CHNG PERC. CHNG

ST . FY 92 FT 92 FT 93 FY 93 FY 94 FT 94~ FY92 - FY94 FY92 - FY94

OWNER MAP/LOT NO ADDRESS ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES ASSESSMENT TAXES’. ASSESSMENT TAXES

TOTALS 43,157,000 795,383.53 42,559,600 787,778.19 37,027,900 743,520.22 -10.2% # -2.2% ~

* MAJOR RENOVATIONS IN FT 93 — 5,L~’~(~ # AVERAGE PERCENT CHANGE

COLONIAL CHEVROLET

MIDDLESEX BANK

ACTON STORAGE

F4-13

F2A-89

F4-3-1

169 GREAT RD

577 MASS. AVE

198 GREAT RD
,

1,914,600

347,100

731,400

35,286.08

6,397.05

13,479.70

1,914,600

347,100

731,400

35,439.25

6,424.82

13,538.21

1,771,300

303,500

639,300

35,567.70

6,094.28

12,837.14

-7.5%

-12.6%

-12.6%

0.8%

-4.7%

-4.8%

ACTON MEDICAL ASSOC.

WEST ACTON MOBILE

MASS. HARDWARE

F3-82

F2A-102

E5-14

321 MAIN ST

553 MASS. AVE

275 GREAT RD

1,646,200

229,100

1,170,200

30,339.47

4,222.31

21,566.79

1,646,200

262,000

1,090,600

30,471.16

4,849.62.

20,187.01

1,261,600

247,800

802,400

25,332.93

4,975.82

16,112.19

-23.4%

8.2%

-31.4%

-16.5%

17.8%

-25.3%

*

BURGER KING G5-58 55 GREAT RD 389,700 7,182.17 389,700 7,213.34 488,900 9,817.11 25.5% 36.7%

POWDER MILL PLAZA J3-34-8 82 POWDER MILL RD 5,626,000 103,687.18 5,626,000 1o4;137.26 5,001,800 100,436.14 -11.1% -3.1%

ACTON WOODS PLAZA 04-28 342 GREAT RD 3,192,200 58,832.25 3,192,200 59,087.62 2,836,700 56,960.94 ‘11.1% ‘3.2%

CHEZ CLAUDE E4-61 5 STRAWBERRY HILL 246,800 4,548.52 246,800 4,568.27 230,100 4,620.41 -6.8% 1.6%

CONCORD AUTO AUCTION

DIGITAL EQUIP.

ACTON FUNERAL HOME

HAARTZ AUTO FABRIC

SETRA SYSTEMS

G4-194

B5-19

F2-114

F3-1

64-8-2

79 HOSMER ST

72 NAGOG PK

470 MASS. AVE

67 HAYWARD RD

62 NONSET PATH

2,344,900

10,586,400

277,300

8,937,300

3,732,300

43,216.51

195,107.36

5,110.64

164,714.44

68,786.29

2,344,900

10,060,800

277,300

8,912,200

3,732,300

43,404.10

186,225.41

5,132.82

164,964.82

69,084.87

2,167,200

8,588,900

241,300

7,675,800

3,237,600

43,517.38

172,465.11

4,845.30

154,130.06

65,011.01

-7.6%

-18.9%

-13.0%

-14.1%

-13.3%

0,7%

-11.6%

‘5.2%

-6.4%

‘5.5%

KNOX CAP REALTY TR. 14-9 54 KNOX TRAIL 1,785,500 32,906.77 1,785,500 33,049.61 1,533,700 30,796.70 -14.1% -6.4%
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28 October 1994

Town Manager
Town Hall

472 Main Street

Acton,MA 01720

Dear Sir:

Since my handicap prevents my attending the meeting on Nov. 8

regarding taxes, I am sending you these comments to be used

at the meeting.

I agree emphatically with selectman Tavernier that there

should be a tax rate with the business split at least 20

percent higher than residential.

Business should certainly return to the town some of the

profits they accrue from local residents. Residents are the

main reason for businesses locating here, therefore

businesses have the basic community responsibility of tax

support that more nearly represents their profit from

residents.

Acton has steadily increased taxes until taxes are becoming a

crushing burden for residents who have lived here and

contributed to the community for a long time. Mary and I came

here in 1956, thirty-eight years ago. For both of us the

welfare of Acton was an abiding concern. Mary devoted a

significant (unpaid) portion of her life here to Acton

concerns including her term as Acton’s first woman

selectman. It was during her term that we obtained our first

town manager.

Now that I am widowed and handicapped, I, like many in Acton

who are on a fixed income, find it an increasingly difficult

financial strain to maintain the property and myself. I, and

others in similar straits, desperately need the relief that

business should provide by paying taxes which represent its

share of the income it derives from the community.

Sincerely

Herschel N. Hadley
45 Martin Street

Acton, MA 01720

508—263—4775



Mr. Donald Johnson

Town Manager
472 Main

Ac

Invited comments concerning the subject hearing to be

held November 8 as noted in an article on the front page of

The Beacon are appreciated and are provided herein.

In most any other city or town, historic village or

-

location, I would expect commercial taxes to be higher than

residential taxes for the building at 560—564 Massachusetts

Avenue in West Acton. But the facts relating to the local

situation force me to request an even—split tax rate.

A commerical rate of 10 or more percent LESS than

residential would be more equitable.

During the last eight years that retail shops have

rented the first floor of the subject three—story resi

dential/commercial structure, property taxes have increased

and rentals have decreased, and there is no indication of

any change in the rate projections.

Obviously, such an unprofitable trend cannot continue.

The prospect is sale of the property at a loss.

Since 1986 all four shopowners have been forced to close

and the rate of closure has increased since the inception of

the recession. The last tenant went out of business after

1—1/2 years.

Income is lost until a new tenant is found

But only certain tenants can be accommodated; those that

fill a niche in this town’s upscale, bedroom—community
lifestyle, those that do not overtax the septic system
because the town has no sewer system, and those who do not

rely upon a sign to attract customers.

The latter deterrent is because (1) the building is set

back from Route 111/Massachusetts Avenue, (2) the Town has

forced the removal of a freestanding sign, and (3) any new

sign can only be located where it is obstructed by a rail

road crossing structure.

V I 1994 (I
IL~Y

I ~Ic~ ct ~

5 Betsy Ross Circle

Acton, MA 01720

November 1, 1994



Page 2

The latter restriction is confounded by anachronistic

laws recently enacted, namely, those pertaining to the

historic village district and required landscaping. If one

looks at early photos~ of West Acton Village or any early
American village, it is obvious that landscaping does not

figure in the environmental scene. It appears we are trying
to be historical and modern simultaneously.

It would be helpful if the Town’s two so—called planners
were dismissed and local people who are familiar with local

conditions are given the opportunity to establish a viable

plan for the area. There are expert people who are willing
to give of their talents to correct the ~“stiflication” now

existing.

The stranglehold that engulfs West Acton Village fore

casts an area that faces stagnation. Property maintenance

and values are eroding, shopworker pay will remain low, and

the incentive for modification or upgrading, except in

specific cases, ceases to exist.

The Planners, including the inept Planning Board, assert

maintenance of the status quo is what the people want. Not

so. Nearly half of those surveyed by the West Acton

Planning Committee wanted improvements. Those recommending
continuance of that which exists had varied concepts and, I

believe, would be receptive to a well—thought—out plan that

made gradual improvements toward a representative New Eng
land village.

Sincerely,

Howard F. Canning

cc: Acton Area Chamber of Commerce
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I. Introduction. Page one.

-- ACTON DOES NOT HAVE UNIFORM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION.-

We feel that the subject known locally as “Tax

Classification” is not only misunderstood but additionally is a

complex subject whose effects short and long term may have serious

ramifications for the Town of Acton.

Therefore we offer this information in the hope that the

Town’s Selectmen will be provided with an understanding of our

position and hopefully, as well, be persuaded to support The

Chamber’s position to reverse the current trend of split tax rates

in the Town.

Hopefully,too, early discussion and understanding may
serve to both shorten and enlighten the annual hearing that is

required of the Town. Each year we are asked to provide new data

by the Selectmen. This year we are presenting our position early
and in somewhat different format. It contains some new ideas and

information; however some facts by necessity have to be constantly
repeated .

We hope that the Chamber offers enough evidence and

persuasion to overcome an alarming trend for Acton. Our summary

following expresses our position, hopes, and fears.

Once again we wish to publicly thank the Officials of the

Town, Elected and Staff, who offer this chance to communicate with,
and provide helpful information to the Community on this extremely
decisive matter and its long and short term consequencess



II. Summary of The Chamber’s Position. Page Two.

1.” Ad Va].orem Taxation”. Means “To The Value”. The Split
Rate Local Option was never intended to distort the tax paid by
different types of property in the Town of Acton. For Acton it

should mean for every dollar of assessed value there will be a

uniform tax rate regardless of the type of property.It seems that

constantly and erroneously it is viewed as an Income Tax. It is not

for either Business or Resident.

2.”Intent of the Law”. The December 1990 issue of: “Focus

on Municipal finance” published by the Division of Local Services,
Commonwealth of Mass., Department of Revenue (D.O.R.) has as a lead

Article :
“ Shifting the Property Tax Burden.”

The second paragraph therein is quoted here in its

entirety. (Emphasis is theirs not ours.):

Adopting different Tax Rates shifts the Property Tax

among the different classes. It does not increase the

size of a community’s Levy. This Local Option’s purpose
is to enable communities to retain, within certain

limits, the relative shares of the property tax paid by
Residential and Commercial property that existed prior
to the implementation of Full and Fair Cash Valuation”.

Briefly, the Classification Act was meant to. reinediate

.certain distortions in tax burden caused by the “Sudbury “ Decision

( 1974.For Full and Fair Cash Valuation) mainly in Cities which

had been maintaining (illegitimate) policies Of “Fractional

Assessment”. See Exhibit “A”and Part III,Definitions.
Admirably,Acton was not among those one hundred fifty or

more Cities and Towns with FA. The intent of the Law is not to

reduce the Levy or Levy shares of one Class versus another in a

municipality that never had the type of distortion noted in Exhibit

“A”. Acton did not and does not have such distortion.

3. “ The Message to Business”. Split Tax Rates send a

message to the Business community that is entirely inconsistent

with what the Chamber feels is and should be the Town’s intent.

Acton, from FY 1990 through FY 1994, has taken more the

$2,200,000 from the Business Community in additional Taxes by
splitting rates.(See Exhibit “B”).The Residents may have gained but

for every one Dollar they gain in relief on a parcel,Business must

furnish four Dollars. This alone we find an anti— business message.
Further it can appear to some that rather than face a higher tax

rate higher than that of other communities a shift is made,and it

is for Business alone to pick up the tab. Perhaps it is better and

fairer to find out why the rate is high. To commence a Tax Policy
in 1990, or at any time, that was meant to be used for a specific
fault correction of 1978, and one non- existent in Acton at any

time, smacks of genuine unfairness to a constituency in the Town

that pays close to 20%, of the Tax Levy especially when for myriad



Summary (Cont.) 3. Page Three

years there was no such thing. On top of that the shift caine and

still goes on in a drastic C.I.P.Real Estate downward market slump.
In Boxboro and in Concord the attitude has been to

eliminate, down shift, and stay or go Uniform with the specific
(Stated) effect of “helping Business”. This forum is not the place
to discuss any other real or perceived anti— business

sentiment.Split Rates appear to Business as an unfavorable

climate.It is real and cries for relief, fairness, and adjustment
now.Out of respect to and as courtesy to Residents we suggest a

downshift over time.

4. “Tax Rate Impact”.We note that The Town’s intent under

the Master Plan was for Growth to occur in both R.O. and

C.I.P.Classes over time with a projected (stated) estimate that

build out would result in the same approximate ratios we now

have : 80:20.

Acton has a relatively high Business Tax Rate of $20.08/M
(FY’94).In spite of remarks to the contrary, we feel that Acton

does not have the luxury of “Location Rates” such as can be found

and can be sustained along Routes like 128,495,or 93. The Tax rate

is, except in cases of preferred location, one of the criteria for

interest in any site that we and other Chambers are experiencing
in inquiries which we all receive quite frequently.The current

discussions about the route 2, Hosmer St. site are an example of

Acton’s most valuable and only “Location site”and is thus because

it services, at a minimum, Route 2 from Arlington to Leoiuinster not

because it is in Acton. The Developer stated that its location was

desireable “in spite of” the Tax Rate.Anything else reported was

misquoted.Acton has few if no other such locations.See Exhibit- E.

5. “ Economic Development”. We see other Towns reacting
to Economic Development or the lack of it but not Acton. Concord

has lowered its Split Rate from 21% to 15% to 10% successively in

the past three years to aid such development or retention of

Business.In discussion there has been implicit a policy of return

to Uniform Rate Policy. Littleton currently advertises in Real

Estate Trade Journals for New Business to come by reason of low

power rates and Location (Rte.495).
Why should Acton react? Given the present boom

(Boomlet?) in Residential growth and the projected Master Plan

build-out, Residential Taxes per new unit will hardly pay for

resultant School costs let alone Municipal costs. New Growth must

be coupled with Business growth (Per Zoning By-Law), Business puts
no one in the Schools.Acton can ill afford to discourage and

discriminate against new or existing Businesses .Business “New

Growth” may be one of a slim few sources of Real Estate Levy
revenue with both real economic growth and bottom line capability.
It is entirely realistic to say that Acton must get out and compete
to underpin its Tax Base as planned or a now predominantly
Residential Class will pay the piper even more and if no present
businesses leave Town or enter in 1
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As this report is written some other State or a

Massachusetts Town may be contacting a local business to woo it

away. It is folly to think that a business, especially one that has

been given a reason, perceived or real, that no one cares about it

will not respond to an often highly attractive enticement from

elsewhere.The same thing may happen when a potential newcomer asks

about Acton’s relation to Businesses.It is further folly to think

that the problem will take care of itself with out pro-action.

6.”The Future”. The Chamber hopes that the Selectmen will

look favorably at our request. Depending on the current values,not
yet announced, we request a reduction in the split rates with an

eventual speedy return to Uniform Rates for the betterment of both

Residents and Business in the long run.
-



III. Problems,Methods,and definitions. Page Five

A. Classification Problems and Methods

Prior to The “Sudbury” Decision of the Supreme Court of

the Commonwealth in 1974, Cities and Towns varied widely in their

assessing policy. Benignly overlooked was the law that required
Full Fair Cash Value. “Sudbury” was to change that.Referred to as

Fractional Assessment (FA) many Cities and Towns valued C.I.P.

Property at a higher level (Or perhaps Full and Fair Cash Value)
than they did that of Residential. Exhibit “At’ shows what a typical
FA scenario was like,what happened when 11Sudbury” caused a true

reckoning, and why the Classification law was passed to bail out

those with FA. Four years passed between “Sudbury” (1974)- and the

Classification Law (1978) because there was little incentive to go
to FFCV because of the problems of going from De FA to FFCV noted

above and State Aid was based inversely to Property Values per
Town.The Classification Law was to solve this dilemma and to be an

incentive to complete the “Sudbury” mandate to FFCV. In 1980 more

than half the Cities and Towns “Noticeably over taxed non

residential property”
‘

.
More than one-third of these did so to the

extent that they exceeded the legal limits of the Classification

Act. Acton was not, and never has been one of these Cities or

Towns. To effect Split Tax Rates in 1990, as Acton did, not only
seems to favor the majority of Voters ( Probably Residents),
excludes most of the Business constituency (probably not Voters)
but also begins the message of anti—business sentiment we are

hearing even outwardly from some elected officials right in the

Classification hearings.

B: Methods.

1.Each year the Selectmen (or City Council) must hold

a public hearing on this matter. They are to be guided by their

Assessors •who are required to give statistical and other impact
IV.B. (Cont.) Page six.

data at these hearings. After the close of the Hearing ,they then

must vote to adopt a “Residential Factor”. The Minimum Residential

“Shifting Property Tax Burdens in Massachusetts”

New England Economic Review.Sept./Oct. ,l988.
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. This reference work

is the only definitive study we have found on the

subject.—Ed.



B. Methods (Cont.) Page six

Factor is calculated by the D.O.R and is the Limit to which the

Residential rate can be shifted.A Residential Factor of One is no

shift; less than one is a shift.Then given Levy limits the C.I.P.

rate is then the remainder.

C. Definitions.

1. The Acton Property Classes and FY ‘94 Percentages are:

a. Residential. (Houses,Condos,Apartments). = 81.7%

b. Open Space. (Not used in Acton).-- -

c. Commercial. (Stores,Offices,etc.). = 11.6%

d. Industrial. (Whses,electronics,etc.). = 5.0%

e. Personal Property. (That of small unincorporated
Business and some utilities). 1.7%

The C.I.P. Total is : 18.3%

The R.O. Total is: 81.7% -

2. Fractional Assessment (FA) refers to the practice of

different assessing standards for different types of Real Property
which existed in many Cities and Towns (although not condoned

legally) prior to the “Sudbury” decision.

3. FFCV. Full fair Cash Value. The price estimated to be

paid between a willing buyer and willing seller at the time of

assessment.Assessors are charged to be within Plus or Minus 10% of

this mark at the time of a valuation.valuations in revaluation

years are as of Jan.l, for the fiscal year ending eighteen months

later..(i.e. as of 1/1/94 for FY ‘95 (ending Jun.30,’95fl.

V. Some Further Effect of Split Tax Rates and comments.

A. Apartment owners are subsidized by Shifts.

The savings may not filter to the dwellers.

B. Undeveloped Land in Chs. 61,61 A.,61 B. are Classified

as c.i.p. and are thus taxed at increased burden.

C. It can be said that effective tax policy would be to

tax greater that entity which is least likely to move

away from the taxing authority.That would be Residents.

D. Selectmen and Chamber have agreed in the past that

there seems to be no discernable difference in the levels

of municipal service required by one class versus

another.We assume that is still Valid.



EXHIBIT “A”

DEALING WITH FRACTIONAL ASSESSMENT

(The intended use of Split Rates)

I. Scenario: The Town has a fractional assessment policy favoring one class

(residential) vs. another class (business). Policy is mandated for change by the

FFCV method for all classes. The residential class is undervalued by 50%.

The business class is at FFCV. The levy dollars are constant ($20,000).

II. Real Property Base, Tax Rate, and Levy prior to mandate

R.O. Valuation

C.I.P. Valuation

Total Valuation

$1,000,000
$1.
$2,000,000 x $10/M Uniform Tax Rate = $20,000 levy.

Ill. FFCV occurs within all classes. R.O. to FFCV. C.I.P. is already at

FFCV. Levy is the same. There is no fractional assessment.

R.O. Valuation

C.I.P. Valuation

Total Valuation

$2,000,000
$1,000,000
$3,000,000 x $6.67/M Uniform Tax Rate = $20,000 Levy.

IV. The residential tax result follows:

($1MM x$10/M)
($3MM x $6.67/M)
($1MM x $10/M)
($1 MM x $6.67/M)

V. Classification law is enacted to remediate and return

the property tax to levels prior to FFCV. Rates are split.
(50%) shift for C.I.P. Levy is still $20,000.

A. R.O. levy returns to original share:

$2,000,000 valuation x $5.00 tax rate/M = $10,000

B. C.l.P. levy returns to original share:

$1,000,000 valuation x $10.00 tax rate/M =
______

Total Levy:

A. R.O. levy before:
B. R.O.Levyisnow:
C. C.I.P. levy before:

D. C.I.P. levy is now:

$10,000.
$13,340.
$10,000.
$ 6,600.

up ÷33%

down -33%

relative shares of

Fifty percent

$10,000
$20,000
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EXHIBIT B

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

CIP. shift, annual 434,901 478,575 513,353 383,510 471,848

C.LP. shift, cumulative 913,476 1,426,829 1,810,338 2,282,187

Town of Acton Rate Shifts - 1990-1994

OC.I.P. shift, annual

L~:~• shift, cumulative

2,000000

Cl)

-J

0
0

1,000,000 -

YEARS



EXHIBIT C

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

RESIDENTIAL RATE NA 11.48 12.32 16.31 16.88 17.85

UNIFORM RATE 10.90 11.79 12.62 16.74 17.22 18.26

Ci. P. RATE NA 12.97 13.92 18.43 18.51 20.08

ACTON TAX RATES BY FISCAL YEAR

~DRESIDENTIAL RATE

•UN~FORM RATE

Loc.1. P. RATE

a
a

0

w

I
(I)

0
0

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

YEARS



EXHIBITD

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

RESIDENTIAL % DECREASE -3% -2% -3% -2% -2%

C.LP. % INCREASE 10% 10% 10% 7% 10%

PERCENT CHANGE IN RATES

IAL % DECREASE

I—
z
w

0

w
a-

IC.I.P. % INCREASE

YEARS



EXHIBIT -E

TAX RATE DATA

1. Tax Rates for C.I.P over $ 20.00/M.

Cities and Towns Total : 351

Cities and Towns with Rates over $ 20 : 63

Towns with Rates over $ 20 : 34

Towns with Rates over $20 on Major
Highway Locations. : 23

Towns (Incl.Acton) with Rates over $20
not on Major Highway Locations: 11

Towns ( Incl.Acton) with Rates Over $20.,not on

Major Rtes.,with Total Tax Base over $1MM: 4

2. Acton’s Statewide Tax Rate Position. FY ‘94.

Acton’s Uniform Rate: 22nd highest of 351 (Cities &

Towns)

Acton’s Residential Rate: 7th Highest of 351 “

Acton’s CI.P. Rate: Tied for 32nd Place highest
of 316 Towns.

Source: Mass. Taxpayer’s Foundation



Boy Scout Troop ~4

Frederick Rich, Scoutmaster

15 Juniper Ridge Road

Acton,MA 01720

10/13/94

Board of Selectmen

Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton,MA 01720

Dear Board of Selectmen:

A young man, Joseph Michalowicz, from our Acton Troop 284 will receive Scouting’s highest
rank, that of Eagle Scout, on January 8, 1995.

We would appreciate a letter (or some other means of recognition) from you congratulating him

on this tremendous accomplishment.

Formal invitation to his Court of Honor will be mailed to you shortly.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Frederick Rich

Scoutmaster, Troop 284



SELECTMEN’S MEETING

OCTOBER 11. 1994

The Board of Selectmen held its regular meeting on Tuesday, October

11, 1994 at 7:30 P.M. Present were Norman Lake, William Mullin, Nancy
Tavernier, F. Dore’ Hunter, Wayne Friedrichs, Town Manager Johnson, and

Assistant Town Manager John Murray.
(Representatives from cable were present}

CITIZENS’ CONCERNS

None Expressed

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND APPOINTMENTS

BOSTON EDISON

Massachusetts Ave. -

DORE’ HUNTER - Moved to approve. WILLIAM MULLIN - Second.

UNANIMOUS VOTE

TOWN ACCOUNTANT INTERVIEW

SHARON SUMMERS

Don Johnson re-introduced “Tess~ to the Board and updated them on

her contributions to the Town financial team over the past year. Mrs.

Tavernier said she was delighted to make the appointment permanent and

was impressed with her rapid grasp of Acton’s issues such as budgets and

Ed Reform. Mr. Mullin thanked her for her positive contributions. Mr.

Mullin asked her what she felt needed the most attention and how we

compared to the other communities she had worked in. She felt that a new

accounting system would be very beneficial and cited the fact that a

trial balance took a day and a half to perform with equipment available

in Acton, she was able to perform this task in 10 minutes in her former

position. She felt the new system would aid productivity. Mr. Hunter

added his positive sentiments with regard to making this permanent
appointment. DORE’ HUNTER - Moved to appoint Sharon Summers as Town

Accountant. NANCY TAVERNIER - Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

SITE PLAN #8/25/94-346
TOWN OF CONCORD DISINFECTION FACILITY

Mr. Friedrichs outlined items of concern which had arisen out of his

review of the Plan as Selectman assigned. He asked about the leaching
pipe and it was explained that the pipe is to service the sump pump in

the event of any leaks. There will be no sanitary facilities as the

system is automated and the technicians will only be stopping by to

check the equipment for short periods of time. They feel that to have

any sanitary facilities so close to a facility that cleans water is

contrary to good watershed protection. Mr. Friedrichs also asked for

more detailed plans on the proposed manhole and culvert on the proposed



~wetlands crossing and water balance calculations. They said the runoff

would be similar to a residential driveway and would be minimal.

Mrs. Tavernier asked about several issues pertaining to the site.

She asked about whether or not the site would be loomed and seeded at

completion and asked them to do this as a result of comments from staff.

She asked why they wanted a waiver from the detention area. Initially
they requested it before pavement was introduced, they assumed minimal

runoff and errosion and felt the loss of recharge was very small in this

area, and they are down stream from the recharge area. Mr. Hunter wanted

to see the calculations anyway to verify the opinion that it was not

needed. Mrs. Tavernier also asked to see the calculations to see whether

or not a basin would or would not be required based on their assumptions.

After much discussion about the timeframe requirements for meeting
the DEP filings, and taking into account that the Town of Concord is

under a Consent Order and must advertise prior to November 19th, the

Board decided to continue the hearing and ask staff to incorporate and

attempt to resolve the concerns into a Decision for Board review and

approval at the next meeting.

DORE’ HUNTER - Moved to continue the hearing to October 25 at 7:45

P.M. NANCY TAVERNIER- Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

Fee Waiver Discussion - The Board discussed the Request for Fee

Waiver from the Town of Concord. Mr. Hunter felt that the staff had

performed many hours of review and that it would not be appropriate to

waive this fee and further noted that Acton not would have expected to

have a fee waived for a project with so much staff time involved in

review and refinements.

WILLIAM MTJLLIN - Moved to not grant the Fee Waiver Requested by the

Town of Concord with respect to the Site Plan. NANCY TAVERNIER - Second.

UNANIMOUS VOTE.

CONSENT CALENDAR

DORE’ HUNTER - Moved to accept the Consent Calendar as printed.
WILLIAM MULLIN - Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

SELECTMEN’S BUSINESS

COMMUTER RAIL - Mr. Hunter commented on the quality of the letter

sent by Concord regarding the Fitchburg line improvements. He would like

to see the Town of Acton support their letter and send one echoing our

concerns and support of the issues highlighted by Concord. DORE’ HUNTER

- Moved to instruct the Town Manager to send a letter endorsing Concord’s

ideas. NANCY TAVERNIER - Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE

EAGLE SCOUT - Mr. Hunter will attend both on behalf of the Board.

Christine to forward paperwork to Mr. Hunter for presentation.

61 FORESTRY LAND - NEWSHAM, 45 Piper Road and PANNELL, Of f

Carlisle Road - DORE’ HUNTER - Moved to not exercise the Town’s Right of



‘First refusal with regard to the two parcels offered. WILLIAM MULLIN -

Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

TRAIN WHISTLES - Mrs. Tavernier updated the Board on her

conversation with a Acton Commuter who had experienced a tough time with

a conductor on the train regarding the whistle issue. She again
applauded the Governor for signing the Bill into law and will follow up
with the proper authorities with regard to the conductor issue.

COMMUTER LOT REPORTED VANDALISM - The Board discussed the recent

reports in the press regarding the Lot. Don Johnson has discussed this

with the Police Chief and is awaiting a formal report, but it was his

understanding that it is attributed to several neighborhood children and

the theft of a bicycle. He will forward the report from the Police

Department. The lights will be discussed with Dick Howe to see if they
can’t have the wattage increased on the existing lighting.

SOUTH ACTON SEWERS - Mrs. Tavernier discussed the inquiries she

has been receiving about the South Acton and possible sewering. She

feels that we have to bring the issue to closure. We need to get the

$300,000 from the Sweeney Project and put it with the remaining Great

Hill monies and find out if it will cover a package treatment plant. The

cost analysis previously worked out assumed a $13,000 to $20,00 per
household cost. The issues would need to be laid out in front of the

property owners affected. She feels we don’t have a regional or possible
solution at present and the $300,000 to $450,000 is real and we don’t

know if the new technologies for cheap sewering will come to reality.

Mr. Mullin felt we should look forward to using the money to

address this issue, he would recommend the Town Manager make

recommendation on this issue.

Mrs. Tavernier felt this would dovetail into the Budget Process if

these processes were to be a capital project. Mr. Hunter agreed we

needed to move forward. The Board agreed that a plan would have to be

constructed that clearly outlined options. That if you did not choose to

participate on the first round, you lost your rights, or can you exiude

someone if the pipe goes right by them? Don thought we needed to look

into options and asked for a level of expenditure for engineers and legal
costs be authorized for consideration of these issues. Mr. Lake would

like to see the numbers and what percentage we have to contribute etc.

Mrs. Tavernier said that the Board would have to make a decision on what

to do once and for all.

ESTABLISHMENT OF BUSINESS OUTREACH PROGRAM - Mr. Mullin spoke
about the upcoming Tax Classification hearing and the perception that the

Town unreceptive toward businesses. The Town has produced several

publications on permitting and has distributed them to the business

community regarding steps by step permitting process actions. He felt we

should take a more outreach approach, create some person to be a business

ombudsmen, second, create a business team which would be available to

businesses during certain hours to address concerns and issues. We would

create an outreach program to business to help them feel that we ~iant

them. Nancy felt the Chamber could arrange a monthly visit to Town Hall



.wh±ch would be more time efficient for staff.

TOWN MANAGER’ S CONCERNS

CABLEVISION - Mr. Johnson asked for the Board’s direction with

regard to the letter prepared for Cablevision regarding additional drops
performed for the School Department and how it might impact future drops
on the municipal side. DORE’ HUNTER - Move to approve the letter as

written. NANCY TAVERNIER - Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE

NANCY TAVERNIER - MOVED to go into Executive Session for the

purpose of discussion negotiations. WILLIAM MULLIN - Second.

Roll Call Taken, All Ayes, UNANIMOUS VOTE. The Board adjourned
into Executive Session at 9:00 P.M.

Clerk

Date

Christine M. Joyce
Recording Secty.
cmjWll- (561)



EXECUTIVE SESSION

OCTOBER 11, 1994

MIDDLESEX COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RECYCLING FACILITY GRANT

REGIONAL RECYCLING - John Murray reported on his

conversations with the Middlesex County Representatives regarding
the Grant they are writing and the possible siting of the

Facility at the former landfill site. John asked for the Board’s

direction on whether they wanted him to proceed with the

negotiations. Mr. Mullin felt it was negative to have this type
of facility in Acton because people with equate Acton with trash.

Mrs. Tavernier on the other hand felt it might be positive
because it was recycling and that it could bring in additional

revenues. Dore’ felt it was to our advantage to talk to them and

see what was being proposed.

Staff was directed to investigate the project with no

commitment offered.

The Board adjourned at 9:15 P.M.

Clerk

Date

Christine M. Joyce
Recording Secty.
cmjWll- (561)

)



FOR TOWN USE ONLY

c~ ~ TOWN OF ACTON

MASSACHUSETTS \\~ 8\c~i.\ ~
ACTON eicense or T’erinit 7tpplication

~19~

To the Licensing Authorities of Acton:

The undersigned hereby makes application for the following described license, in accordance with the

provisions of the Genera! Laws, and amendments thereto:

CHECK THE APPROPRIATE BOX INDICATING THE LICENSE OR PERMIT FOR WhICH APPLICATION IS BEING MADE:

0 Auction 0 Entertainment 0 Flea Market 0 One-D Liqu r 0 One-Day Beer and Wine

(Please p,int or type)
~‘~)ther

Name of Organization/Applic t k~iIfL~tJK1 Q~.P
..

Location of Event

Name of Owner of Premises....k L11Q.?~.1~
DESCRIPTION OF EVENT (i.e; fee or donation to be charged?, name of operators of event?, purpose of event?,

arkin availabilit ~ etc): /1
~:.‘ ~d/fza..L~t 2~S

~ a~p

Day and Date ~
DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT

‘:)d~~ 7d’~ ‘t

Name of person making application
Occupation L/~Q.t’

Residential Address i2i~i~iY
Business Address...j62~’
Telephone: Home....~243 Business..~24~19
Date of naturalization, if n born Have you ever been arrested for

in u.s i947 any law violation?

Male or Female
~

If so, when

Date of birth J4....L.~ where

Place of birth i~?’42.J~) ~~/~&;Ij.i(~ State briefly
Father’s name....i2~?.(~L
Mother’s maiden~ Refer ce : (Names and addresses)

Height ft in 2~~
Weight /.~ii.5 3. ...~Q.&t 6~.7
Complexion Remarks:~
Hair t~hi.2~’ .~/ 5~.J!iZ~. 2/1 pi~6~ .:.~. i.~a~c~’
Eyes ~~

Signature of Applicant~:,~c&22~4~lj
_______________________________________

Do Not Write Below This Line



Don Johnson

ACTON HOUSING AUTHORITY

Windsor Avenue

P.O.Box 681

ACTON,MA 01720

(508) 263—5339

TDD #—1—800—545—1833 EXT.1200

Town Manager
Acton Town Hall

Acton, MA 01720

~~cManu
Execu ive Director

/

‘S

October 28,1994

Enclosed please find a suggested response to EOCD’s application
to Section 8 Unification Program.

Sincerely,

c~i-~ ~rT
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October 28,1994

Ms. Carl Byers
Acting Director

Office of Public Housing
U.S.Dept of HtJD

10 Causeway Street

Boston, MA 02222—1092

Dear Mr.Byers:

The Acton Board of Selectmen have been requested by your office

to coniiiient on the Executive Office of Communities and

Development’s application to administer 50 housing units under

the Section 8 Family Unification Program. While the Selectmen

recognize the need for HUD’s continual commitment to house those

with low income we cannot support EOCD’s application.

The Selectmen are of the strong opinion that when a Local

Housing Authority exists that they are better able to address the

housing needs of the community. This has been our position as

evidenced over the past letters of comment on EOCD’s previous
application.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on EOCD’s application.
Please consider this letter to be our final comment and that no

additional comments will be submitted by the Acton Selectmen to

fulfill the requirement of Section 213.

Sincerely,
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Inter—Departmental Communication

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manaaer

FROM: Enaineerina Departrnent~
SUBJECT: Speed Limit — Independence Road

We have reviewed the petition from the residents of

Assabet Crossing and Independence Road to place caution sicrns

and speed limit signs on Independence Road. We have the

followina information for your consideration.

1. The caution signs can be placed without any special

approvals by the State or the Board of Selectmen. If the

Highway Department has them in stock, they can be

installed at your request.

2. I’m sure you are aware of the rather lengthy procedure
involved in obtaining speed regulations from the State. We

are approached several times each year with similar

requests in various neighborhood situations. In most

cases. an inordinate amount of staff time is used to

arrive at a known conclusion; usually that no critical

speeding problems are evident. All of the speed

regulations currently on file pertain to through streets

which serve as collector or arterial streets. As an

alternative to a full—blown speed analysis, I would

suaaest the use of a “Thickly Settled” warning sign with

an advisory speed plate of 30 MPH as described in the

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The plate can

also be affixed to the caution sign if desired. The Safety
Officerconcurrs with this recommendation.

3. As we understand the situation. the traffic generated will

be temporary during the clean—up of the W.R. Grace site.

It is suggested in the M.U.T.C.D. that the advisory plates
be removed when the cause for the concern no longer
exists.

DATE: 10/2
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)“3V £~ cl,w4E,JIS P~s~

cc~’ ~OS
Independence/Assabet Crossing Neighbors

~M~nag~r
Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 011720

September 18, 1994

Dear Mr. Johnson,

We, the undersigned residents of Assabet Crossing and Independence Road are

writing to request that a Caution-Children sign and speed limit sigh be posted on

Independence Road.

After attending the Grace Clean-up Information Night on September 12,- 1994, it

has come to our attention that the volume of traffic will greatly increase. We have come

to know this as a little traveled road. The children ride their bikes and walk on this road

frequently. The bus Stop for both roads is at the intersection of Independence and Parker

Street where the cars and trucks must enter.

There will be an approximate maximum of 25 trucks a day and an approximate
maximum of 50 employees, as compared to 4 or 5 trucks a day.

We hope these signs can be raised in a timely fashion, so that we can maintain

some sense of neighborhood during this time.

/

~ ~
‘f . /2

~
.13~ /.

Thank you for cooperation,

C.
-

( 0
~ Lt1J~\

~ ~.

L~ ,k~sso~

.~j•~\J~ \ ~
3 ~ C -~

\~ ~
.~.

~.

~ ~
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TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: November 4, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

SUBJECT: Staff Resignation

This is a brief note to advise the Board that Marcella Sultan submitted her resignation

last Monday, October 31, effective that day. She gave no reason for her decision. I was able

to reach her by phone yesterday and tentatively schedule an exit interview during the week of

November 13. I was able to determine at that time that there were several reasons for her

decision but she would not elaborate on the phone.

This resignation leaves us with a few short term problems that we will be working

around:

1. Marcella was in charge of the budget materials, especially the Capital and New

Programs portion, that we are currently evaluating “on the hill”. Partially as a

result of her action, and partially due to increased complexities this year, we were

unable to complete the process in four days like we did last year. A fifth day has

been added and scheduled for Wednesday, November 9.

2. Marcella was the staff person in charge of your Classification hearing. We are

taking steps to fill that void. As I write you I am receiving more indications that

this process may not be moving through the State Department of Revenue as

smoothly as we had hoped (recall John’s memo of last week, erroneously dated

8/28). This may mean that we will have to take a fall back position Tuesday

evening with respect to your final Classification



vote this year. Our current plan is to press forward in the hope that the elements

will come together by 8:00 PM Tuesday. If not, we will spend a portion of the

presentation outlining the Board’s options.

3. Roy Wetherby’s retirement will soon be upon us and Marcella was positioned as

one of the key players to assume his responsibilities. We are already taking steps to

handle the new situation but it will probably mean that we are even short~ staffed in

some other areas for a while.

I will advise you if there is any need for adjustments in the schedule of activities I sent

you a few weeks ago but, for the present, we plan to hold to that schedule as closely as

possible.



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: November 4, 1994

TO: Isa Zimmerman, Superintendent of Schools

FROM: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

SUBJECT: Collective Bargaining

I note from the Regional School Committee’s minutes of both your September 1 and October 6

meetings that you went into Executive Session for purposes of discussing collective bargaining

strategies. I would appreciate a copy of the Executive Session minutes for these meetings and

advance notification in the future in order that I might consider participating in my capacity as

representative of the communities of Acton and Boxborough.

You may recall that we did have occasion(s) last year when my participation in this

process was inadvertently overlooked. I would like to get off on a better footing this year and

represent the Towns whenever possible. Perhaps we need to flag appropriate personnel to alert

me when you have such an agenda item.

cc: A-B Regional School Committee

Board of Selectmen, Town of Acton

Board of Selectmen, Town of Boxborough



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, M2~~rJ~usettz 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

Fax (508) 264-9630

Don P. Johnson
Town Manager

November 2, 1994

Mr. Charles Kostro, Chief Policy Analyst
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Executive Office of Transportation and Construction

10 Park Plaza, Suite 3170

Boston, MA 02116

Subject: Route 27 Bridge, South Acton

Dear Mr. I~pstfo:

This letter is intended to confirm that the Acton Board of Selectmen support the

Route 27 Bridge replacement program in South Acton, as it has thus far been described by
the Massachusetts Highway Department.

At the conclusion of your public presentation and discussion on Wednesday,
October 19, the Selectmen voted their support of the design as presented, subject to the

following understandings:

1. The Board supports a design that includes a stone veneer facing on the interior

and exterior of the concrete walls of the bridge. It is the Board’s understanding
that this bridge would be similar in design to the bridge in Wellesley that was

depicted in photographs displayed at the meeting.

2. The design of the bridge will include wiring for lights as discussed during the

meeting.

3. The Selectmen will not support a plan that requires removal of buildings
(specifically, the building known as “the old Post Office”).

4. The design of the new structure shall minimize and de-emphasize the wire

fencing commonly known as “anti-missile” fencing.

The Selectmen realize that design details of this bridge have not been completed
and that this letter of support is based on the conceptual descriptions that have been

presented to date. The Board reserves its right to comment on additional details as they
become available. At this point, however, the Selectmen are quite pleased with the

aesthetic and historic sensitivity that has been incorporated into the plans.



..t.

Once again I would like to take this opportunity to express the Town’s appreciation
for the extraordinary efforts that State Officials have made to see that this critical project
finally moves toward completion. Town offices are prepared to assist. Please call if you
need our help.

V4~l~~
D P. Johnsoj{
Town Managei

cc: Senator Bob Durand

Representative Pam Re~pr
Board of Selectmen t”

2
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TOWN OF ACTON

~ HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

L~ACTON~S~ 4.72 Main Street Acton, MA 01720

October 28, 1994

Allen Johnson

Massachusetts Historical Commission

80 Boylston Street

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Allen:

At the request of Chuch Kostro of the Executive Office of Transportation and Construction,
the Acton Historic District Commission submitted the enclosed letter supporting the Mass.

Highway Department’s continued pursuit of a bridge of concrete construction with granite-
faced parapet wall and type-2 anti-missile fencing to replace the deteriorated 1906 truss

bridge on Route 27 in South Acton.

Although no full plans and elevations have yet been presented to the town, in the interest

of meeting the goal of sending the project out for bids by the end of 1994, the Commission

has given its conceptual approval to a replacement bridge of this general type.

Several features of the design have yet to be worked out, including the actual appearance
of the granite facing, the form of the end posts (which, at public request, may include some

type of planter), the length and type of any guard rails or additional railings or fences, the

installation of lighting and/or any associated wiring, the appearance of traffic signals, signage,
etc.

We therefore look forward to seeing the Highway Department’s proposals for all of these

as soon as possible, and to a continuing dialogue with them, the MHC, and our own Acton

Board of Selectmen, so that this project will both have a design that is compatible with the

surrounding Local Historic District, and can be advertised by the end of the year. As Joan

Gates requested in her letter to you, we would appreciate it if you could notil~ us (by
telephone, if possible, in order to save time), as soon as you have received any plans, and

continue to include us in your consultations under Mass. Chapter 254.

Sincpr~ly,

ne M. Forbes (508) 263-2227

cc: Don Johnson, Acton Town Manager



TOWN OF ACTON

October 28, 1994

HISToRIc DISTRICT COMMISSION

472 Main Strect Acton, MA 01720

Chuck Kostro

Chief Policy Analyst
Executive Office of Transportation and Consfruction

10 Park Plaza, Suite 3170

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Chuck:

As you requested, after the public meeting held in Town Hall on Wednesday, October 19,
the Acton Historic District Commission voted on the general direction you and the Mass.

Highway Department have proposed for the reconstruction of the Route 27 bridge in South

Acton.

After taking the opportunity to view the photographs which showed examples of both

granite facing and black metal railing, the five members of the Commission present voted

to support the Highway Department’s pursuit of a bridge of concrete construction with

granite-faced parapet wall and type-2 anti-missile fencing.

As we all realize, there are still many aspects of the design to be worked out, and we look

forward to continued communication with you and the Mass. Historical Commission over

the next several weeks as the plans are evolving. Members of the Commission plan to visit

the Glen Road bridge to get a clearer impression of some of the possibilities we have

discussed, and we will be prepared to give our reactions to any plans and elevations as

quickly as possible after they are delivered to the town and the MHC.

cc: Don Johnson, Acton Town .Manager
Allen Johnson, Bill Smith, MHC

Anne M. Forbes, Chairperson



MINUTEMAN ADVtSORV GROUP

ON INTERLOCAL COORDINATION

Minuteman Advisory Group on Interlocal Coordination

do MAPC, 60 Temple Place, Boston,MA 02111 617/451-2770

MEETING NOTICE
November 10, 1994

7:30 p.m.

Hearing Room,~ 2nd floor

Concord Town House

Concord

7:30 p.m. Updates and Briefings
State of the Region

Transportation Bond Bill

HóusingMarket Conference

Regional Transportation Plan

Status of local comments

Ft. Devens EIS

DRI Status

Schedule DRI Subcommittee re Devens EIR & Project

Housing Task Force

Local contributions -- FY 96

Other

8:10 p.m. Economic Development Project

Local data review and findingsO

Central data review and findings

The basic questions for discussion are: What do the data and policy statements tell

us about each community’s economic development priorities? Are the priorities of

neighboring communities conflicting or compatible? How do the priorities of

business, as reflected in the publications of chambers and business associations,

compare to the priorities expressed by local governments?

0 Representatives should bring the following local data and be prepared to present a brief

summary report:
1. Percentage of land area zoned for each major land use category (residential,

commercial, industrial, open space);
2. FY 94 assessors’ forms ELA-4 (and LA-2?)] showing revenues by property class and

assessors’ codes;

3. : Local policy statements regarding economic development (e.g., relevant sections of

master plan or similar document);

4. Name, address, phone & FAX #, and contact person for local chambers of

commerce, business associations, downtown merchants’ associations. Please also

collect brochures and other materials published by these groups.

Boxbatoug~
Cazfiule
Ccncozd
Rudion

Uttktnn

Mañbowu&t
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Sudbnzy
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMI

Library November 3, 1994

Junior High School 7:00 p.m - Executive Session

7:45 p.m. - Regular meeting
AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER 171i Li~--~
II. EXEC~E SESSION /~ (

1 1994 tIll11
ACCEPTANCE OF OPEN DOOR THEATRE DONATION Li ~
EDUCATION REPORT - Acton Area Chamber of Commerce Schoo

Partnership - Kay Steeves (15 mm.)

ifi. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 6, 1994 and STATEMENT OF

WARRANT

IV. CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

VL OLD BUSINESS

1. FY’95 School Choice Budget (15 mm.)

2. Report on Drug and Alcohol Task Force Meeting (5 mm.)

3. School Committee Seif-Eval. Instrument and Calendar -Approval (1 mm.)

VII. NEW BUSINESS

1. U.K./U.S. Exchange - Approval (10 mm.)

2. HS Music Trip to Toronto - Approval (5 mm.)

3. Acceptance of Gift from Friends of the Library (5 mm.)

4. FY ‘96 Budget Process: Guidelines and Calendar (30 miii.)

Vifi. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1. Report on Acton 2001 Information Swap
2. Date for Professional Development Day
3. High School Advanced Placement Scholar Awards

4. Gift from NEC Technologies
5. Winter Coaching Appointments
6. Enrollment Figures (including Minuteman Science and Tech. High School)
7. ABRHS Monday Memos
8. Grant Award Update
9. The Spectrum - October 20 issue

10. Report - ASCD Executive Council Meeting in Calgary
11. Interface for November

12. Report on High School Back-to-School Night
13. JH News and Extra-Curricular Activity Advisors
14. School Object Report

IX. WARRANT DISCUSSION

X. CONCERNS OF THE COMMITTEE

XI. NEXT MEETING - December 1, 7:00 p.m. - JH Library

XII. ADJOURNMENT



ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMIYFEE

MINUTES

Library
RJGrey Junior High School October 6, 1994

Members Present: Stephen Aronson, Pamela Harting-Barrat, Jean Butler,
Linda Kroll, Rick Sawyer, Lees Stuntz, Mary Anne Vogel,
Donald Wheeler, Micki Williams

Also Present: Isa Zimmerman, Bill Ryan, George Frost, Nancy Koib,

citizens and press

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Steve Aronson, Chairperson.

At 7:01 p.m. it was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To go into executive session to discuss strategies relative to

collective bargaining under Chapter 39, Section 23 B, paragraph 3.

Each member was polled individually and each voted in the

affirmative to go into executive session for the stated purpose.

Executive session was suspended at 7:50 p.m.; the committee returned to open session at 7:55 p.m.

CHAIRPERSON’S INTRODUCTION

Steve Aronson welcomed all those present and watching on cable TV.

He introduced the new student representatives to the school committee: James
DeMent, Staci DiCicco, Peter Elenbaas, Barbara Martinez, Andy Popelka and

Meghann Porter. The Committee appreciates their willingness to participate.
The chairperson highlighted the agenda items to be discussed.

MINUTES

The minutes of September 1, 1994 were accepted as presented.

WARRANT

Warrant #95-006 in theamount of $-8,228.84, warrant #95-008 in the amount of

$39,064.52, warrant #95-009 in the amount of $149,848.71, warrant #95-010 in the

amount of $134,658.76, warrant #95-011 in the amount of $71,303.00, warrant #95-012

in the amount of $477,704.95, warrant #94-103 in the amount of $29,025.53, warrant

#94-104 in the amount of $774.00, warrant #94-105 in the amount of $23,786.61,
warrant #94-106 in the amount of $15,486.98 and payroll warrants totaling
$892,591.89 were signed by the chairperson and circulated to the the rest of the

committee.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION None

OLD BUSINESS

1. Acceptance of School District Goals, 1994-95

It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To accept the School District Goals for 1994-95.
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2. Approval of Holiday Observance Policy and Procedures - Second Reading
It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To approve the Holiday Observance Policy and Procedures as

presented.

3. Report on Acton 2001 Conference

Lees Stuntz, School Committee representative to the Acton 2001 Committee,

reported that group was formed out of early efforts last year to look at visioning
for the community. All members of the committee are volunteers; all major
town boards are represented. They are focusing on what is going to be happening
seven years from now regarding town population and growth, school

population, water needs, etc. All are encouraged to attend the Acton 2001

Information Swap on Wednesday, October 26 from 7-9:30 p.m. in the RJGrey
Junior High Library. A series of task forces will be formed for a late winter town-

wide conference.

4. Presentation of Edyth May Sliffe Award for Distinguished High School

Mathematics Teaching to Bill Noeth.

Bill Noeth, high school math teacher, was presented with the Edyth May ~liffe.

Award for Distinguished High School Mathematics Teaching. Three of his

students wrote a letter of nomination, which resulted in this award.

Steve Aronson presented Bill with a certificate of recognition on behalf of the

Committee and the school. community.
5. Professional Development Day Date Change

Profession Development Day, which was to have been held on Friday, October

28, has been postponed to early April (date to be announced), due to the keynote
speaker’s change of plans. October 28 will be a regular school day.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Approval of High School Trip to Costa Rica. February 1995
Paul Davis, high school Spanish teacher, and Jim Maloney, high school science

teacher, gave a brief overview of the trip. A maximum of 18 students and 2

chaperones will leave on Saturday, February 11 and return on Sunday, February
26, 1995. Cost will be $1,778.33 (plus tax and expense money). Committee

members raised several concerns regarding safety, insurance, expense,

chaperones (should one be female?), and the fact that the students and teachers

will miss school. Dr. Zimmerman encouraged the group to hold fundraisers to

help defray the cost.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To approve the high school trip to Costa Rica in February, 1995,

with the stipulation that the Committee’s concerns be

answered to the Superintendent’s satisfaction.

2. 1994-95 Tuition Rates for SPED Students

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To approve the per pupil cost of the Occupational Development

Program ($9,447) and the per pupil cost of the Junior High
Resource Room 310 ($8,577)
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3. Authorization of Application for School Assistance in Federally Affected Areas

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To authorized the school district to apply for school assistance in

federally affected areas.

4. Tech Expo ‘94

Tech Expo ‘94 was held at the RJGrey Junior High School on Sunday, October 2.

About 200 residents attended to hear a keynote speech given by John LeBaron,

professor of education at UMass-Lowell and to participate (hands-on in many

instances) in educational computer projects. Dr. Zimmerman thanked Jim

Chace, Priscilla Kotyk and Ann Rudolph, computer staff members, for making
the event a success. Lees Stuntz hoped that the technology program can be

expanded and broadened in the schools so that every student is exposed to these

opportunities.

5. Paper on Site-Based Management -

-

Dr. Zimmerman introduced the subject as a series of questions to be addressed.

The aim is to find a balance between allowing individual schools to make certain

decisions that empower them “to be everything that they can be” and at the same

time to keep in mind that we are all part of orie system - equity is the important
issue. She recognized that site-based management establishes competition
between schools, which has good and badelements. The major issues are: how

should curriculum be directed; who should determine staffing patterns; what is

the proper balance between district-provided and school-provided professional
development; how to handle program cuts if there is insufficient money; how

much of the budget should be given to the principals to “control”? Dr.

Zimmerman observed that our schools already practice a good deal of site-based

management. She plans to speak to faculty and parent groups this fall for their

input, with the hope of developing guidelines for next year. Don Wheeler was

concerned that we don’t rush to change. We should develop a concept vs.

particular guidelines. It is not the School Committee’s job to establish site-based

management guidelines. With the budget coming up soon, Jean Butler thought
we need to be talking about these things now. Pam Harting-Barrat asked for an

update on the new charter school (location may be Harvard or Fort Devens), a

grade 7-12 school of about 300 students, which will open next September. Steve

Aronson felt we should continue the site- based management we have, and

recognize that the two regional principals may make some recommendations for

change. Mary Anne Vogel suggested that we make sure the collective bargaining
units are aware of any proposed changes. Don Wheeler commented that the site-

based management decisions should come from the inside and not be mandated

from the outside. Linda Kroll expressed the need for greater integration between

the junior and senior high school curricula. Lees commented that 80% seemed

a high percentage for system-directed curriculum (vs. 20% school-based). Dr.

Zimmerman said that the RDLS, BDLs and teachers will have to discuss these

issues. The Committee felt that it would be appropriate for Dr. Zimmerman to

share this site-based management document with the staff for discussion.
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6. Home Education

The issue of whether home-schooled students should be allowed to participate in

extracurricular school activities was discussed. The administration

recommends that the School Committee allow them to make the decision on

a case-by-case basis. It was the general feeling of the Committee that these

home—schooled students are part of our community and that we have an

obligation to offer them a complete education, including participation in

extracurricular school activities. They would pay the same fees that non-

home-schooled students pay, if applicable. Mary Anne hoped that the

intent would be pp~ to exclude any student. It was moved, seconded and

unanimously
VOTED That the administration will make the decision of whether or not

home-schooled students may participate in extra-curricular school

activities on a case by case basis. Participation should be allowed

whenever possible. -

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
-

-

Dr. Zimmerman referred to the following items: - -

• Time and Learning Report and School Day/School Year Requirements
from the Department of Education. Both JH and HS are slightly under the

minimum length of school day.
• Recertification Guide for Massachusetts Educators

120 hours are required for recertification to be accumulated over the next five

years (last year’s credits may also be included). We must provide a

professional development program at no cost to faculty. The budget for

Professional Development this year (K-12) is $25,000. George Frost reported
that EDCO is working to produce a professional development database so

that opportunities can be shared among member schools.

• Administrative Associate Position - This position has just been reinstated at

the high. school in a slightly modified way. It will allow for greater control of

the campus and communication with parents. The position will be funded by
choice monies. Don Wheeler expressed concern for the future of the position.
if choice income is reduced. Dr. Zimmerman recognized this as a structural

funding issue, not a value judgment.
• Micki Williams asked how the Team 650 gift will be used. Dr. Zimmerman

said she would find out.

• Appointment of Mary Beth Fincke to State Advisory Council on Libraries

Dr. Zimmerman congratulated Mary Beth, whose services are in demand on

several committees!

• School-To-Work Initiative is a possible alternative curricular program.
Local schools and Minuteman Tech are working together to develop
programs.

• Steve Aronson once again congratulated Mary Branon on a job well done,

successfully managing the Food Service Program.
- He invited everyone to a School! Business Partnership meeting at the

Acton Chamber of Commerce on October 19, 7:30 a.m.

- A copy of the Acton Selectmen’s meetings was available.
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- A thank-you note had been received from the Concord Public Library for

the contribution to the Lois Evans fund.

WARRANT DISCUSSION - There were two questions answered by Bill Ryan.

CONCERNS OF THE COMMITI’EE

• The AEA is no longer hosting a new teacher reception so Dr. Zimmerman is

planning to have a tea for them in early December. Please see her if you are

interested in helping to plan this event.

• Mary Anne Vogel raised an equity issue in the sports program. The Junior

High Soccer team has uniforms, but the cross-country team as yet has

none. Dr. Zimmerman said she would check. Mary Anne also

reported that cross-country runners from the visiting team were harassed by
Acton-Boxborough supporters as they ran by the soccer field where a game
was in progress. She asked that some kind of supervision be provided so that

this does not happen again.
• Steve commended Carol Murphree, high school science teacher, on -

continuing to offer the Science Mentoring Program
• Student School Committee representatives will have their packets delivered

to the High School first thing Wednesday morning before the Thursday
meeting.

• Rick Sawyer asked that requests for trip approvals be submitted to the School

Committee earlier, so that they do not come to School Committee after plans
have been made, money put down, etc.

• Steve Aronson asked the committee for feedback before the next

meeting regarding the Committee’s self evaluation form and process. He

thanked the student reps for their participation in the meeting. He asked any

community group to let the School Committee know if they would appreciate
a school committee member’s attendance.

• Herman Kabakoff mentioned that hearing is still a problem for the audience

and recommended an amplification system.

The committee returned to complete the suspended executive session at 11:15 p.m.;

they returned to open session at 11:40 p.m. only to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah T. Lawton, Secretary
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITFEE

MINUTES

Library September 1, 194

Junior High School

Members Present: Stephen Aronson, Pamela Harting-Barrat, Jean Butler, Linda Kroll,
Rick Sawyer, Lees Stuntz, Mary Anne Vogel, Donald Wheeler,

Micki Williams

Also Present: Isa Zimmerman, Bill Ryan, citizens and press

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Steve Aronson, Chairperson

At 7:01 p.m., it was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To go into executive session to discuss strategies relative to collective

bargaining under Chapter 39, Section 23B, paragraph 3. Each member

was polled individually and each voted in the affirmative to go into

executive session for the stated purpose.

Executive session was suspended at 7:50 p.m.; open session resumed at 7:55 p.m.

MINUTES

The minutes of June 7, July 28 (workshop) and August 22 (workshop), 1994, were

approved as presented.

WARRANT

There was no warrant.

CHAIRPERSON’S INTRODUCTION

The chairperson welcomed all those present and highlighed the items on the agenda.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Joe Will, parent, was concerned about a quote in the Beacon (a letter to the editor) that

99% of all Acton-Boxborough high school students consume drugs ,
alcohol or tobacco,

and he wanted to know if this was accurate. Dr. Zimmerman said she would look into

it. Lynne Rhatigan, parent, asked for darification of the drug and alcohol policy. There
seemed to be inconsistencies and some parents/students did not want to sign~it if no

one stood behind it. Dr. Zimmerman said that she strongly supported the policy. The

Drug and Alcohol Task Force will be meeting this fall to examine and revise the policy
so that it is tighter and easier to understand. The important point is that the policy will

continue to be in effect. Steve Aronson read some statistics from the high school as to

the number of incidents over the last three years: there were a total of 60 violations

enforced from 1991-94. In addition, 9 incidents were not enforced due to lack of

evidence. There were two successful appeals and three suspensions modified. Steve

suggested that we publish these facts. Dr. Zimmerman will also be meeting with all the

coaches about the policy. Bill Ryan, who is chairing the Drug and Alcohol Task Force,
said their last meeting was attended by about 75 people representing a cross-section of

the communities. Most of the debate was between the current policy, which is year-
round, versus a season specific policy (MIAA policy). The group did not reach

consensus. The police feel that the policy is effective and there are fewer big parties.
Use of drugs and alcohol by teens is a community (not just a school) problem. After the
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task force meets again this fall they will bring back a recommendation. Joe Will asked if

it will be done in time for the winter sports season. George Sutherland, parent, asked

how the schools got the job of being the enforcers of the entire community’s problem.
Bill said that, by virtue of being a member of MIAA, we must subscribe (at least) to

their mandate of a season specific drug and alcohol policy and this is how it started.

Mr. Sutherland commented that it seemed inconsistent that the drug and alcohol policy
applied just to the athletes. He was told that it also applies to all students participating
in extra-curricular activites. Lynne Rhatigan complimented George Frost and Steve

Donovan at the high school for the excellent job they have done dealing with this

difficult issue. Lees remembered that when the policy first came in there was outcry

against it in the community. Now we have progressed to community support of the

policy and she urged that we keep progressing. Steve Aronson said that the School

Committee and Administration continue to be very concerned about the issue.

OLD BUSINESS

I. Performance Evaluation of the Superintendent
Lees Stuntz gave a brief description of the evaluation process and read the summary
statement. Marilyn Leeds asked if there had been any input from the principals,
and Steve said that just the school committee members and the superintendent
participated in the process this year. That may be considered in the future.

2. Review of School Committee Goals, 1994-95

Steve Aronson read the four goals: 1) Budget process - To understand and

communicate the importance of the mission, vision and belief statements as the basis

for budget decisions; 2) Communicate/Educate/Advocate - To actively disseminate

information, collect feedback and provide motivation for action among all our

constituent base (superintendent, staff, students, PTOs, political groups, community
organizations, media, etc.); 3) Education Reform Act - To improve our knowledge of

the Education Reform Act and its impact upon the districts and how it changes our

operations as school committees; 4) Policy Review - To review and amend our

policies, if necessary, to reflect: appropriateness; differentiation between policy and

procedure; our mission, vision and belief statements; and the Education Reform Act;

5) School Committee Self-Evaluation - To establish a new evaluation process and

instrument by which to assess its perfomance.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Revote CASE West SPED Transportation Budget
It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To approve the administration’s recommendation that the FY~94

budget for CASE West Special Education Transportation be
increased from $804,520 to $877,007.

The increased expenditures (which do not affect taxpayers) are due to a substantial

increase in the number of students being transported. This resulted in an increase in

driver salaries and benefits, and additional cost for fuel.

2. Recommendation to Award Bread Bid

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To award the bread bid for the 1994-95 school year to Bouyea

Fassetts Bread, Inc., 20 Colby Rd., Manchester, NH.
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3. Revised Religious Holiday Policy and Procedures - First Reading
Dr. Zimmerman reported that the Religious Observance Committee was formed

this past year to discuss these issues. A sub-committee met this summer to

develop a guide for staff. The school committee suggested that the introductory
statement in this guide be used as the policy and procedures. Dr. Zimmerman will

put this together for the next meeting. Lees urged all committee members to read

it ahead of time and submit changes before the meeting to save valuable discussion

time. Although the guide book is primarily for the elementary schools, Micki said

that the issue is just as important in the high school, which has ongoing difficulties

with holiday policy (homework, tests and practices).

4. Central Office Reorganization
The Central Office has lost two administrators this summer: Mac Reid and Dan

Leclerc. As a result, Bill Ryan will assume the new position of Assistant

Superintendent for Business and Community Education. George Frost will

become Interim Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum/Instruction ~nd
Personnel while a search is conducted for a permanent appointment, prol~ably July
1,1995. A new organization chart is being developed.

5. Report on the Leadership Conference (District Goals for 1994-95

Dr. Zimmerman reported on the three-day conference held in August at NEC in

Boxborough for all school administrators/leaders. Two outside consultants gave

keynote presentations, followed by small group discussion/sharing of “hot

topics”. As a result, the mission,vision and belief statements were revised and

preliminary district goals for 1994-95 were determined.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

• Dr. Zimmerman referred to the following items:

- the attendance figures for the last day (a Monday) of school in June, 1994.

- the profile of the class of 1994

- the bids received for bonding for energy project

CONCERNS OF THE COMMITTEE

• Rick Sawyer suggested that we find a better way to conduct a first reading of school

committee policies.
• Linda Kroll asked about enforcement of the closed campus at the high school. As a

result of some parents concerns, she asked that the high school administration be aware

of the need to enforce the tardy policy and communicate with parents. Don Wheeler

said the role of the schools has become a budgetary problem; with the loss of the

override, we don’t have the staff to enforce policies as efficiently. The community needs

to understand that loss of dollars translates into fewer staff.

• It was suggested that the set-up of the library for school committee meetings should

be changed so that people can hear better.

• Lees commented that as funding for education is restricted, the schools’ function

becomes two-fold: 1) custodial/day care and 2) educational. She is not sure we can

afford both.

• Jean reported that she and Micki attended the first Kelly’s Corner Planning
committee meeting. She asked what the number of Acton and Boxborough students

who attend other schools districts (Choice) was. She suggested that the student
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representatives to the School Committee be seated at the table and be made to feel more

a part of the meeting.
• Steve reported on the new staff orientation held today. Led by Dr. Zimmerman and

Bill Ryan, it was an excellent introduction for the new teachers.

• Lees asked that the educational philosophy statements of new teachers be included

in the school committee information.

NEXT MEETING - October 6-7:00 p.m. Exec. session, 7:45 p.m., Regular session -

JH Library

The suspended executive session was resumed at 10:20 p.m. The Committee returned

to open session at 10:30 p.m. only to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

•

Sarah T.Lawton,

Secretary pro tempore





CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR

MAY 18, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: Linda McElroy, Morene Bodner, William M. Hill, John

Chalmers, Andrew Sheehan, Peter Shanahan

AssocL~m MEMBER Andrew Durham

CONSERVATION ADMINISTRATOR: Tom Tidman

RECORDING SECRETARY: Andrea MacKenzie

VISITORS: David Kaplan, Becky Rockwell, Douglas Bent, Kirk and Ann Smith,
Kathleen Donnellan, Jim Allison, James Gallagher, John Boardman,
John Judd, Steve Jackson

-

7:44 Mr. Hill called the meeting to order.

7:45 REOUEST FOR DETERMINATION -88 Esterbrook Road - J. Gallagher

Mr. James Gallagher of 88 Esterbrook Road presented plans for the construction

of an in-ground pool within 100’ of a wetlands. At present there is an active

order of conditions for the construction of the house (DEP 85-324) originally
issued to the previous owner of the lot. Mr. Gallagher has bought the property
and wishes to construct a pool also. Steve Jackson, of Jackson Pools, stated that

the proposed pool will have a patio between it and the house. There will be no

decking/patio on the wetland side of the pool; stones will be used to cap the pool
wall, then some plantings will be added for a natural effect. Grading on the

wetland side will come within 40’ of the wetlands, and the pool itself will be

49½’ from the edge of wetlands. Weather permitting, the pool should be

completed within four to six weeks.

Upon query by the Commission, Mr. Gallagher stated the pool pump and other

necessary equipment will be on the house side of the wetlands. Back-wash water

will not be discharged directly into the wetlands.

7:49 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

7:50 CONTINUATION - NOI - Lot 4 Pope Road

This hearing was continued pending commissioners making a site visit to further

review a wetlands replication area, and the possibility of not requiring a

replication. The commission felt earlier that a replication area may do harm

than good, looking at the overall development in this general area along Pope
Road.

Mr. John Boardman, of Lancewood Engineering; submitted and presented plans
dated 5/16/94 which show a wetland crossing altering 500 s.f. of wetlands, and a

proposed replication area of 719 s.f. adjacent to Pope Road. Mr. Boardman

presented a letter from Carr Research describing vegetation that may be placed
within a wetlands replication. This project is filed a limited project under

10.53.3(e).



The Commission reviewed the document from Carr Research expressing concern

that the document is not specific to Lot 4 Pope Road. The document is

generalized and seems like a form. Mr. Boardinan suggested that the

Comnussion make recommendations on the planting plan for the replication
area.

8:16 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT -26 Jackson Drive

Mr. Hill stated that the hearing for 26 Jackson Drive has been postponed at the

Applicant’s request until July 6, 1994 at 8:00 P.M. The applicant is investigating
alternative access to this lot.

Mr. Shanahan moved to continue the hearing until July 6, 1994 at the stated

time. Mr. Chalmers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY -88 Esterbrook Road

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission find the work as proposed to be within
their jurisdiction, but will not impact the wetlands. Ms. Bodner seconded. the

motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOl - Lot 4 Pope Road

Mr. Hill expressed concern with setting a precedent if the Commission does not

require a wetlands replication, although the clearing involved with the

replication is minor compared to the clearing or the house and septic system.

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission issue an order of conditions for the

plans as proposed with a wetlands replication area provided that the applicant
submits of a planting plan for the wetlands replication area which must be

submitted for approval by the Conservation Administrator prior to the issuance

of a building permit.

Mr. Chalmers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

8:34 NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 7 Washington Drive Extension

Mr. John Judd, of LandTech Consultants, presented plans showing clearing and

grading 35’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point. The limit of clearing
is at the line of staked haybales. The proposed house will be 95’ from wetlands

at the closest point. The septic system is completely outside of the 100’ buffer

zone.

8:44 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 8 Washington Drive Extension

Mr. Judd, of LandTech Consultants, presented plans showing a single family
house, driveway and grading within 100’ of a wetlands. Wetlands exist on two

sides of this lot. Haybales shown on the plans will be the limit of clearing,
which is 25’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point. The proposed house

will be 70’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point.
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The Commission requested the submittal of the septic system plan that was

submitted to the Board of Health, and a description of the setback and breakout

requirements since Mr. Judd could not recall the actual setbacks at this time.

The Commission’s concerns on these setbacks relate to the proximity of the

vernal pool located on the property. Mr. Judd stated that he could provide the

Commission a copy of the submitted septic plans.

The Commission requested the applicant to continue this hearing pending the

receipt of the information for their review. Mr. Judd agreed.

Mr. Hill reported that this hearing will be continued to June 1, 1994 at 8:00 P.M.

pending receipt of the additional information.

8:58 Notice of Intent - Lot 9 Washington Drive Extension

Mr. Judd presented plans for a single family house and grading within 100’ of a

wetlands. This lot will have the gravel emergency access way adjacent to it. The

proposed house will be 48’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point. A

small portion of the reserve leaching field will be 85’ from the edge of wetlands,
and the limit of clearing and grading will be 25’ from wetlands.

-

Considering the likely vernal pool on the site, the Commission inquired about

the possibility of shifting the house farther from the wetlands. As this request
may lessen the overall disturbance in this area relative to the vernal pool.

Mr. Judd stated that he would have to investigate this possibility, but he thought
that the setbacks from property lines, house distance from septic systems, the

right of way and wetlands had mandated the location of the house.

The Commission inquired what the setbacks were for septic systems, and houses

from property lines and right of ways. Mr. Judd could not answer the question
specifically without checking the zoning laws.

9:17 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 1 McKinley Drive

Mr. John Judd, of LandTech Consultants, presented plans showing a single
family house, a portion of the driveway and grading within 100’ of a wetlands.

This lot has an existing stonewall on the west side of the lot approximately 13’

from the proposed house location, which a portion of will be removed. The edge
of clearing as proposed will be 45’ from the edge of wetlands (beyond the

existing stone wall). No activity is proposed within the 40’ wetlands setback.

The house location shown of the plans is not an actual footprint, the house

design is yet to be determined.

The Commission questioned the ability of the applicant to leave the stonewall

intact, as it would keep a clear demarkation for the limit of clearing.

Mr. Judd stated that leaving the wall would be impossible as they would not be
able to maneuver equipment to backfill the foundation.

9:25 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing
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NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 2 McKinley Drive

Mr. Judd presented plans for a portion of a single family house, portions of the

proposed primary and reserve leaching fields, and grading withm 100’ of a

wetlands. No activity will occur within 40’ of the wetlands. The primary and

reserve leaching fields are proposed at 81’ and 85’ respectively from the edge of
wetlands. Associated grading will occur within 48’ from the edge of wetland.

The proposed house will be 92’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point.
Haybales will be the limit of clearing at 40’.

9:33 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 3 McKinley Drive

Mr. Judd presented plans showing primary septic leaching field and grading
within 100’ of a wetlands. At the closest point the proposed leaching field will be
76’ from the edge of wetlands. Associated clearing and grading will be within 26’
of the edge of wetlands.

The Commission asked if it was possible to conduct another deep hole test in the

hopes that the primary leaching field could be pulled farther away from ~the
wetlands considering the sensitivity of this particular wetlands (likely vernal

poo1 and significant wildlife habitat).

Mr. Judd indicated that he has the Health Inspector scheduled to witness more

deep hole tests, and didn’t feel that it would be a hardship to conduct one

additional test on this lot.

9:41 Hearing no further comments, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 4 McKinley Drive

Mr. Judd presented plans showing a proposed single family house and a portion
of the driveway within the 100’ buffer zone. The house with a deck as proposed
is 40’ from the edge of wetlands. The primary leaching field is 101’ from the

edge of wetlands, and the associated grading will be approximately 50’ from the

edge of wetlands. The limit of clearing will follow the haybale line which is 25’

at the closest point from wetlands.

The Commission noted to Mr. Judd that at a preliminary meeting regarding this

new subdivision that Lot 4, being the closest to the vernal pool area, should be
looked more closely in an effort to move it farther from the wetlands. This lot
is closest to this highly sensitive wildlife habitat. Mr. Judd responded stating
that he does recall the suggestion of the commission, but he has met all state and
local rules and regulations.

The Commission asked Mr. Judd if he was willing to continue the hearing in
order to find out if the applicant is flexible on the house location. Mr. Judd

agreed to continue the hearing, and would contact Kavanagh Homes in this

regard, although it may involve the Zoning Board of Appeals for right of way
setbacks.

The Commission also stated that they would contract a wildlife habitat specialist
to determine the significance of the adjacent uplands from this particular
wetland area.
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Mr. Hill continued the hearing to June 1, 1994 at 8:15 P.M.

9:55 NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 5 McKinley

Mr. Judd presented plans showing grading for the house foundation and

secondary leaching field approximately 83’ from the edge of wetlands. Clearing
for the lot will follow the line of haybales, which will be approximately 80 from

the edge of wetlands. Although this lot has clearing for the detention basin

previously approved by the Commission (DEP #85-402, March 2, 1994) that will

be 25’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point on this lot.

10:00 Hearing no further comments, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 6 McKinley Drive

Mr. Judd presented plans showing proposed grading for a reserve leaching field

and house foundation within the 100’ buffer zone. This lot has the detention

basin approved by the Commission for the roadway (DEP# 85-402, March 2,
1994). Clearing and grading will be 25’ from the edge of wetlands. A proposed
deck associated with the house is shown 77’ from the edge of wetlands.

-

Mr. Doug Bent, of 20 Cowdrey Lane, inquired about post development runoff.

The Commission explained the function of the detention basin structure in

relation to peak flow runoff, which was approved with the roadway work.

10:15 Hearing no further questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

DECISION - NOI - Lot 7 Washington Drive Extension

Ms. Bodner moved to issue a standard order of conditions for the notice of

intent filed for Lot 7 Washington Drive. Mr. Chalmers seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

NQI - Lot 9 Washington Drive Extension

The Commission decided to defer the vote on this notice of intent until the June

1 meeting, in order to verify the zoning setbacks for septic systems and houses

from property lines and right of ways.

DECISION - NOI - Lot 1 McKinley Drive

Mr. Chalmers moved to issue an order of conditions for the notice of intent filed

for Lot 1 McKinley Drive with the special condition that the stone wall located

behind the proposed house location be left intact. No clearing or landscaping
will be permitted between the existing stone wall and the wetlands located

within 100’ of the wall. The area between the wall and the wetlands is

considered significant wildlife habitat.

Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - Lot 2 McKinley Drive

Mr. Shanahan moved tO issue a standard order of conditions for the plans as

presented for Lot 2 McKinley Drive. Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion. The

motion passed unanimously.



DECISION - Lot 3 McKinley Drive

Mr. Chalmers moved to issue an order of conditions for the plans as presented
for Lot 3 McKinley Drive with the additional condition that the applicant must

conduct additional deep hole tests in an effort to relocate the septic system
farther away from the wetlands. Should the additional tests allow for a greater
setback from the edge of wetlands, then the redesigned septic system and

location must be approved by the Acton Conservation Commission prior to the

issuance of a buildmg permit for Lot 3 McKinley Drive, Acton.

DECISION - Lot 5 McKinley Drive

Ms. Bodner moved to issue a standard order of conditions for the plans as

presented for Lot 5 McKinley Drive. Mr. Shanahan seconded the motion. The

motion passed unanimously.

10:37 Mr. Shanahan moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

William M. Hill, Chair an
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION I/
AGENDA J~\ OCT 3 11994
MAY 4, 1994 J~_____________
R00M204

7:30 CITIZENS’ CONCERNS

WETLANDS PROTECTION

8:00 NOTICE OF INTENT - Perkins Lane Subdivision Roadway -113 Arlington

Owner: Calvin Boston Applicant Distinctive Acton Homes - Fenton
Construction of a four lot subdivision roadway off Arlington Street. Driveway
construction will involve altering 80 s.f. of wetlands, a culvert will be installed

altering 20’ of bank habitat, with 46’ of bank replaced/created.

8:30 PRELIMINARY REVIEW - NOT - Arlington Street Sidewalk

Sidewalk construction associated with the construction of Perkins Lane-(above).
Sidewalk running from Kennedy Lane north to the entrance to Perkins Lane.

9:00 CANCELLED - NOTICE OF INTENT -26 Jackson Drive

Improper notification to abutters.

9:15 NOTICE OF INTENT - Newtown Road Sidewalk - Kavanagh Homes 4/22/94

A Planning Board requirement associated with the Newtown Road/Washington
Drive Extension.

9:30 NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 7 Washington Drive Ext. - Kavanagh 4/22/94

9:40 NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 8 Washington Drive Ext. - Kavanagh 4/22/94

9:50 NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 9 Washington Drive Ext. - Kavanagh 4/22/94

All Washington Drive Extension lots meet the 40’ setback.

10:00 NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 4 Pope Road - Bowen Estate - Northwest Structures

4/22/94 - Wetlands filling for driveway of 501 s.f. replication area of 641 s.f..

House location meets 40’ setback.

Certificate of Compliance - 172 Newtown Road

BUSINESS
* Associate Member Integration
* See attached ‘Public Land Rules and Regulations’
* Pete’s Draft Decision for 351-359 Main Street - Lunn & Sweeney

This decision has to be ready at this meeting for release withm 21 days of the

vote.

MINUThS

January through March

All of April to be submitted



CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR•
MAY 4, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: William M. Hill, Morene Bodner, Ann Shubert, Andrew Sheehan

RECORDING SECRETARY: Andrea MacKenzie

VISITORS: Tom Ballantyne, Doris and Francis Malson, Linda Noone, Leonn

Palmaccio, Irene Musick, John Judd, Peter Kavanagh, Mark White,

Douglas Bent, Kathleen Donnellan, Mary Godfrey, Peter Whitcomb,
Judy Schmit, John Boardman

7:50 Mr. Hill called the meeting to order.

Conservation Land Walks - Mr. Hill suggested that commissioners bring their
calendars to the next meeting in order to set up a schedule for walks.

Mosquito Control - Mr. Hill stated that he spoke to the Town Manager regarding
the memo sent to the Board of Selectmen. The Selectmen took the memo under

advisement at this time, and want to check with town counsel regarding the

appropriateness of this request prior to making a decision.

8:00 NOTICE OF INTENT - Perkins Lane - Common driveway

Mr. Bruce Stamski, from Stamski & McNary, presented plans showing a proposed
common driveway over an existing gravel road and culvert servicing four house

lots. There is one existing house and three proposed houses. The proposed
common driveway will be 16’ wide with three foot shoulders. The existing 12”

culvert will be replaced with a 15” culvert, which will result in 80 s.f. of wetland

filling. The applicant proposes to create a wetlands replications area 87 s.f. in size.
Siltation prevention will be placed surrounding the work area protecting the

adjacent wetlands. Boulders will be placed to serve as a retention wall on the

northeast side of the common drive in order to limit the fill necessary for the

construction of the common driveway; this will also prevent potential
encroachment into the wetlands. There are four detention basins proposed, plus a

retention basin which will actually be clay lined to retain the first inch of runoff
in a rain storm. Two detention basins will be located at the entrance from

Arlington Street. The two remaining detention- basins will be for reducing peak
runoff from present conditions. There is an existing garage at the entrance from

Arlington Street that the applicant will try to move to a location adjacent to the

existing house. The garage is presently standing where one of the detention basins
will be constructed adjacent to existing wetlands. Utilities will be placed within
the shoulder of the driveway, water service on one side and other utilities on the

opposite side.

The Commission inquired if a detailed plan describing the removal process of the

existing garage had been submitted with the notice of intent. Mr. Stamski reported
that no specific plan had been devised for the removal understanding that it is

presently located at the edge of the wetland, but one of the detention basins will

be exactly in the same location. Therefore, he did not see the need for the detailed

removal plans. It is hoped that the applicant will be able to moved the garage and

then demolish and remove the slab foundation. If the garage cannot be moved in

one piece, they will remove it from the site.

8:32 Hearing no further comments, or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.



PRELIMINARY REVIEW - Arlington Street Sidewalk

Mr. Stamski presented preliminary plans for a section of sidewalk along Arlington
Street that is being done under the requirements of the Planning Board and the

Perkins Lane construction plan. The proposed sidewalk will involve approximately
700 s.f. of wetlands alteration along Grassy Pond Brook. Concrete blocks will be

used as a headwall and the sidewalk constructed on top of it. If all permits are in

hand soon, the project would start this summer. Also proposed is 2.340 s.f. of

replication which will be created by the removal of an old culvert on the Kennedy
Estates site (adjacent to this site). This replication will also cover the wetland

altered by a town project near the Kozakus’s pond, which will be coming before

the Commission later this year.

Ms. Bodner and Ms. Shubert suggested plantings of a climbing variety along the

concrete blocks to help counteract the removal of the low growth.

Mr. Sheehan added that he is pleased to see that there is no proposal to rechannel

the brook.

8:53 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Notice of Intent - 26 Jackson Drive - Nichols

Mr. Hill announced that the hearing scheduled for 26 Jackson Drive had been

cancelled due to improper notification to abutters; the incorrect address was given
as the project site.

/
- The hearing has been rescheduled for May 18, 1994 at 8:00 P.M., same location.

DECISION - NOl - Perkins Lane Distinctive Acton Homes

Ms. Bodner moved that the Commission issue an order of conditions with the

additional special condition that the applicant is required to submit a written plan
describing the removal sequence for the existing garage and its’ foundation. Plans

for removal of the garage shall be submitted and approved by the Conservation
Administrator prior to the commencement of work.

Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission approve the minutes for January 19,
February 2, February 16, March 2 and March 16. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

9:18 NOTICE OF INTENT - Newtown Road Sidewalk - Kavanagh Homes

John Judd, from LandTech Consultants, presented plans for roadway
improvements, the construction of a sidewalk and installation of a 10” water main

on Newtown Road near the intersection of Evergreen Road and the proposed
Washington Drive Extension (McKinley Drive). All of the work being proposed
under this filing is required by the Town in association with the new subdivision.
There are wetlands on the southwest side of Newtown Road in two locations. The

existing road grade of Newtown Road rises 5.5%± due to (suspected) ledge. This
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high point will be shaved down to improve site distance and pedestrian accessibility
on Newtown Road from McKinley (between stations 33-39). The proposed
sidewalk will be located within Newtown Road’s right-of-way and will directly
abut wetlands, and connect with an existing piece of sidewalk. Haybales will

placed between the sidewalk activities and the edge of wetlands m both locations.
Bituminous ‘cape cod’ berms are proposed to improve surface drainage collection to

the roadway system. This will provide improved water quality to wetlands by
trapping road oils and sand within the sumps of the catchbasins. The proposed
work will be done in conjunction with the construction of McKinley Drive. The
reconstruction of Newtown Road will be performed by the Acton Highway
Department, and the 10” water line extension will be done by Kavanagh Homes.

9:30 Hearing no further information, or comments from the Commission, Mr. Hill
closed the hearing.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER INTEGRATION

The Commission discussed the issues noted iii the letter of resignation from
associate member Robert Darlington. An extra effort to integrate new associates

should be made. The possibility of using the microphones is an option, but Xhe
Commission didn’t feel that they are necessary. -

DECISION - NOl - Newtown Road Sidewalk

Mr. Sheehan moved to issue a standard order of conditions for the plans as

presented for the construction of the sidewalk and road improvements on

Newtown Road.

Ms. Shubert seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC LAND USE RULES & REGULATIONS

Staff reported that the Municipal Properties Director is asking the Commission to

review the final draft of proposed land use rules and regulations and vote to

approve them if they are appropriate.

The Conunission pointed out two items within #10 and #19 of the rules and regs
that should be corrected or considered.

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission accept the Land Use Rules and

Regulations noting the two items stated. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

Certificate of Compliance

Staff reported that the new owners of 172 Newtown Road have requested a

certificate of compliance. Upon inspection, the Administrator has no outstanding
issues with the site and it is ready for a certificate of compliance; DEP #85-286.

Mr. Sheehan moved to issue a certificate of compliance based on the
Administrator’s findings and recommendation. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.
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1O:OONOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 4 Pope Road

John Boardman of Lancewood Engineering presented plans for Lot 4 Pope Road.

This notice of intent is filed as a limited project as they will have to cross wetlands

to gain access to the proposed house location. They propose to fill 500 s.f. of

wetlands and cross at the narrowest point of the wetland. The wetland crossing
will be constructed of concrete retaining walls to minimize the amount of fill.

Two 12” culverts will be incorporated within the crossing. A portion of the stone

wall will be removed at the edge of the wetland to allow a hydrologic connection

to the area to be filled. The limit of clearing will match the placement line of

haybales.

Upon further inquiry by the Commission, Judy Schmidt from Carr Associates,

reported that the proposed location of the wetlands crossing is the shortest possible
distance to cross, and there is probably less than 50% wetlands species present m
the proposed wetland crossing, although she has not counted them. The existing
vegetation is composed mostly of Red Maple, Ash, Arrowwood, Winterberry,
Birch, Oak, some Sensitive Fern, and Canada May Flower.

The Commission discussed the site and the possibility of not requiring the wetlands

replication because it seems that considering the proposed tree removals and
additional excavation, the replication may do more harm to the existing wetlands

than just allowing the applicant to cross without a replication. The Commission

also inquired about the submittal of an actual replication plan; sequence of activity
and plant species.

The Commission requested that the applicant allow the hearing to be continued in

order for the members to inspect the site. Mr. Boardman agreed to allow a

continuance of the hearing in order conduct a site inspection.

The hearing for Lot 4 Pope Road will be continued to May 18, 1994 at 7:45 P.M.

10:25 Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission adjourn the meeting.
Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

William M. Hill, Chairman
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR

APRIL 20, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: William M. Hill, John Chalmers, Peter Shanahan, Linda

McElroy, Andrew Sheehan

ASSOCIATE MEMBER Andrew Durham

CONSERVATION ADMINISTRATOR Tom Tidman

RECORDING SECRETARY: Andrea MacKenze

VISITORS: Allan Sollima, Bruce Stamski, Judy and Glenn Bell, Anne Becklean, Leda

Ellis, Sue Carter, Kevin Sweeney, Wendell M. Graham, Tom Ballantyne

7:39 Mr. Shanahan called the meeting to order.

Citizens’ Concerns - There were no concerns stated.

BUSINESS

Photo Identification Cards - Staff reminded the Commission that all members

still need to have their pictures taken for I.D. cards. At this point commissioners
need to go directly to the Police Station and see Frank Whitamayer during the

work day or Ray Gray on Thursday nights.

Arboretum - The Administrator reported that he has been approached by David

Pechadze who wishes to have his chamber orchestra perform at the Arboretum

possibly a couple of times during the summer. The Commission stated that they
need to truly decide and set a policy on what the purpose and use of the

arboretum is. Concerts with amplified music have been discouraged. The Civil

War re-enactment had been discouraged after the second year due to the

number of people that it attracted and the problems associated with the clean up
the week after.

Mr. Shanahan suggested that the Commission request the Friends of the Acton

Arboretum devise guidelines on uses of the Arboretum. Parking, possible
damage and disturbance to the Arboretum’s neighbors all need to be addressed.

Mr. Hill stated that a chamber orchestra is a good idea but amplified music

could be a problem to abutters.

Mr. Chalmers suggested the high school field.

Mr. Tidman stated that the Friends of the Arboretum are creating a master plan
at present and a set of guidelines could be incorporated.

Mosquito Control - Mr. Hill distributed a draft letter to the Selectmen asking
for their endorsement on excluding conservation land from the application of

malathion. The Commission agreed with the wording of the memo.



7:50 Request for Determination - Exclusive Use Area 6 Acorn Park

Bruce Stamski, from Stamski & McNary. presented plans showing a common

driveway for EUA 6 and EUA 5. Grading for the house, drive and utilities are

within the 100’ buffer zone. The driveway will be approximately 80’ from the
wetlands at the closest point. Siltation prevention will be placed between all

proposed work and the wetlands, which will also be the limit of all grading and

clearing.

Upon query from the Commission, the Administrator stated no special concerns

regardmg this lot.

8:03 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - EUA 60 Acorn Park Drive

Mr. Stamski presented plans for EUA 60, this lot will have the model home and

is the first lot on the road entering the new subdivision. The wetlands

replication for the entrance roadway (DEP # 85-392) is behind this proposed lot.
The proposed house and deck have been located to meet the 40’ no-build setback
from the wetlands replication area, as it will eventually turn into a wetlands.
Siltation prevention is shown 25’ from the edge of wetlands. This lot is

completely cleared due to the construction of the road and wetland replication,
therefore the limit of clearing is not shown.

The Commission asked if the applicant would object to planting a vegetative
border at the rear property edge to inhibit potential dumping of yard debris into
the wetlands replication area. The applicant stated that it shouldn’t be a

problem, but pointed out that the area is higher than the wetlands replication,
therefore drier so any planting should be tolerant of a drier situation than a

wetland.

8:20 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - EUA 59 Acorn Park Drive

Mr. Staniski presented plans showing a proposed house with a deck, driveway.
and associated grading is within the 100’ buffer zone. The proposed house will
be 40’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point. The limit of clearing will
be up to the line of haybales which will be 25’ from the edge of wetlands at the
closest point.

8:25 Hearing no further comment, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - EUA S Acorn Park Drive

Mr. Stamski presented plans showing a portion of a proposed house, deck, and

driveway within 100’ of a wetlands. EUA 5 will share a common drive with
EUA 6 (presented earlier on this date). The proposed house will be

approximately 60’ from the edge of wetlands. Siltation prevention proposed will
also be the limit of clearing and grading, which is approximately 40’ from the

edge of wetlands at its closest point.

8:40 Hearing no further comment, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.
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The Commission noted to Mr. Stamski, if utility lines are proposed within the

buffer zone, they should be indicated on the plans.

8:42 Determination of Applicibility - EUA 6 Acorn Park

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission find the work as proposed to be within
their jurisdiction, but will not impact the wetlands. Mr. Chalmers seconded the

motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOl - EUA 60 Acorn Park Drive

Mr. Chalmers moved to issue an order of conditions for the plans as presented
for EUA 60 with the two following additional special conditions:

1. Prior to the issuance of a certificate of compliance for EUA 60, an inspection -

of the wetlands perimeter will be done by the Acton Conservation

Administrator to determine if yard waste (i.e.: grass clippings and leaf litter)
have been dumped into the wetlands. If it is determined that yard waste has

been dumped in the wetlands or within the 25’ (twenty-five foot) no

•

disturbance buffer, a certificate of compliance will not be issued, and the

EUA will be in violation of the Wetlands Protection Act.~

2. The Acton Conservation Commission will require the planting of a shrub

border of not less than ten plants, three to four feet in minimum height.
These shrubs must be indigenous to New England. The purpose of this

border planting is to establish a permanent limit of clearing, and to enhance

the wildlife habitat value of Exclusive Use Area (EUA) 60. The required
planting shall be established parallel to the haybale line and contained

entirely within the bounds of EUA 60. A plan of the proposed shrub border

must be approved by the Acton Conservation Administrator prior to the

issuance of a building permit for EUA 60.

Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOl - EUA 59 Acorn Park Drive

Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission issue an order of conditions for EUA

59 Acorn Park Drive with the additional special condition:

1. Prior to the issuance of a certificate of compliance for EUA 59, an inspection
of the wetlands perimeter will be done by the Acton Conservation
Administrator to determine if yard waste (i.e.: grass clippings and leaf litter)
have been dumped into the wetlands. If it is determined that yard waste has

been dumped in the wetlands or within the 25’ (twenty-five foot) no

disturbance buffer, a certificate of compliance will not be issued, and the

EUA will be in violation of the Wetlands Protection Act.

Mr. Chalmers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOl - EUA 5 Acorn Park Drive

Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission issue an order of conditions for EUA
5 Acorn Park Drive with the additional special condition:
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1. Prior to the issuance of a certificate of compliance for EUA 5. an inspection
of the wetlands perimeter will be done by the Acton Conservation

Administrator to determine if yard waste (i:e.: grass clippings and leaf litter)
have been dumped into the wetlands. If it is determined that yard waste has

been dumped m the wetlands or within the 25’ (twenty-five foot) no

disturbance buffer, a certificate of compliance will not be issued, and the

EUA will be in violation of the Wetlands Protection Act.

Mr. Chalmers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

9:00 REOUEST FOR DETERMINATION -99 Parker Street

The Administrator presented a plot plan of 99 Parker Street and reported that

the owner of the property needs to replace an existing cess pool with a full

septic system. Grading will occur within the 100’ buffer zone. Siltation

prevention will be provided.

The Administrator stated that there are no major concerns regarding the

proposed work; except that this replacement of the cess pooi is necessary.

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission find the work as proposed, to be within

the Conunission’s jurisdiction, but will not impact the wetlands.

Mr. Chalmers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

AMENDMENT - APPROVED PLANS - 276 POPE ROAD, DEP# 85-401, 12/1193

The Administrator introduced Jane Carrol who wishes to purchase 276 Pope
Road. This property had a indoor riding arena approved by the Commission in

December, 1993 (yet to be built).

Ms. Carrol stated that she does wish to continue the plans for an indoor riding
arena, but she would want the barn near the arena. She also stated that she is

investigating the possibility of having a bathroom in the barn also, which would

require a septic system.

After reviewing the plans, it was determined that the Ms. Carrol’s request to

amend the plans to have the barn adjacent to the arena would not require the

reopening of the hearing, as the location would be outside of the 100’ buffer

zone. If her findings on the septic system issue are outside of the 100’ buffer,
she will not have file for that either.

9:31 NOTICE OF INTENT - 351-359 Main Street - Dunn Property

Mr. Hill opened the hearing under MGL Chapter 131, §40 of the Wetlands

Protection Act, and the Town of Acton Bylaws and stated that this is a new

hearing in which the applicant will be addressing the Commission’s reasons for

denial on 2/16/94.

Ms. Sue Carter, from David E. Ross Associates representing Lunn & Sweeney.
presented plans showing the common driveway entering the property from Main

Street. The proposed common driveway will cross wetlands, filling 2,650 s.f..

There are two settling basins for the drive which will catch any siltation from
the drive before drainage enters the wetlands.

ConCom Minutes - 4 - April 20, 1994



The Acton Planning Board has voted supporting the a minimum 16’ wide

driveway. The wetlands~ replication area will be 8,085 s.f. and designed to

function as a vernal pool, which will provide habitat adjacent to the potential
existing vernal pools.

Ms. Carter continued, reporting that two letters from the two land owners that

presently own the potential alternative access to the Dunn parcel have been

submitted for the record denying Mr. Sweeney access through their property.
Those abutters were present at the last series of hearings and didn’t disagree.
The right of way off Partridge Pond Road is a utilities easement only, not

suitable for a driveway. The Planning Board voted to support the minimum

acceptable width of the driveway. The Wetlands Protection Act doesn’t state

which board should approve a plan first. If there are any changes to the

driveway, the applicant will come back before the Commission. Submitted
within the Notice of Intent is the construction sequence for the driveway
crossing, and a detailed wetland replacement plan. The house locations cannot

be determined until the applicant can access the land for further testing, if any
of the house locations, or lot work, is within 100’ of the wetlands, the applicant
will submit a separate notice of intent. The wetland crossing will have to be

done first in order to reach the proposed replication area. Utilities will be

located within the driveway at the time of construction.
-

Mr. Glen Bell, of U Partridge Pond Road, reviewed his letter submitted to the

Commission dated 2/2/94 (which the Commission did address in their denial) that

states that without the final. layout of the houses he feels that the plans area

incomplete, and the plans are not approved by Planning as definitive.

Ms. Carter informed that the four lots proposed at this time, based on the

frontage on Main Street, are ‘approval not required’ (ANR) under the zoning
bylaw. Therefore, there is no requirement for a definitive subdivision plan.

11:00 Hearing no further comments, questions or information, Mr. Hill closed the

hearing.

The Commission discussed issues regarding this parcel, and the previous decision.

11:25 Mr. Chalmers moved that the Commission issue a standard order of conditions
for 351-359 Main Street, and that the Commission issue a written decision

explaining their position.

Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

11:29 Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission adjourn the meeting. Ms. McElroy
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

William M. Hill, Chairman

788
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION

AGENDA

APRIL 20. 1994

ROOM 204

7:30 CITIZENS’ CONCERNS

WETLANDS PROTECTION

7:50 REOUEST FOR DETERMINATION - Exclusive Use Area (EUA) #6 Acorn Park Drive

Received 416194

8:00 NOTICE OF INTENT - EUA 60 Acorn Park Drive - 4/6/94

8:10 NOTICE OF INTENT - EUA 59 Acorn Park Drive~ - 4/6/94

8:20 NOTICE OF INTENT - EUA 5 Acorn Park Drive - 4/6/94

Each of the above referenced EUA’s meet the 40’ setback requirements.

9:00 REOUEST FOR DETERMINATION - 99 Parker Street - 4/1/94

Installation of a new septic system - nearest point to wetlands is 80’. Grading
for break-out at nearest point to wetlands is 55’.

9:15 CANCELLED - NOI - 276 Pope Road Amendment

9:30 NOTICE OF INTENT - 351-359 Main Street - Dunn Property - 3/25/94

MINUTES

January 19

February 2 & 16

March 2 & 16

April 13 to be submitted

788
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KELLEY’S CORNER PLANNING COMMITTEE, DAT2

Minutes of Meeting on 9/29/94 .1~LERK,•AcTO~’
Richard Croswell called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. in Room 204 of the Acton Town Hall.

Members in attendance were: Richard Croswell (Chairman), Alan Berko, Jean Butler, Anne

Fanton, Wayne Friedrichs, Arthur Gagne, Guy Pardoe, Peg Sestrich, Kenneth Sundberg, Robin

Talkowski, Nancy Tavernier, and Paula Wright. Roland Bartl, Town Planner, was also present.

Announcement: Richard Croswell announced that John Pavan had to step down as Chairman

due to a new business position that requires frequent travel, however, he would attend when

possible. Richard had volunteered to serve as Chair, as the other Planning Board member on the

Committee, and he noted that he would miss John’s expertise.

I. Minutes of Meeting on 9/12/94: There being no corrections, Anne Fanton moved to approve

the minutes as written; Ken Sundberg seconded. Approval was unanimous.

II. Report on Traffic Study Agreements: Donna Jacobs, Assistant Town Planner, had sent the

committee a memo about traffic agreements in approved site plan special permits. The memo

explained that the Town was given $10,000 in one agreement to study traffic in the KC area,

although the exact amount remaining in the fund was unknown. In addition to this contribution,
two site plan special permits in the study area had been approved with the condition that they had

to contribute their “fair share” to a traffic study when the Board of Selectmen determined that a

study was needed. However, these funds would have to be obtained from the property owners

and Roland Barti explained that, with only two such sites in the area, it would be difficult to

determine their fair share.

During committee discussion, there was general agreement that, with only the $10,000
Town Meeting appropriation and the $23,600 EOCD grant available for the entire KC study,
adding the (up to) $10,000 contribution for traffic studies would not pay for a very extensive

traffic component in the Kelley’s Corner Study. As an example, Roland explained that the

Master Plan traffic study component cost about $50,000. Art Gagne expressed concern that the

$10,000 was contributed for a specific purpose and we were discussing combining it with the KC

study funds. Nancy Tavernier explained that we would be bound by the terms of the agreement

to use it as specified. She and Roland agreed to research the amount remaining and the

restrictions on its use. Wayne Friedrichs suggested that we seek additional voluntary
contributions from KC area property owners. It was agreed that this was a good idea and that the

Planning Department could send letters with such a request, however, we should wait to make

such requests until our traffic study needs become clear. The Planning Department can generate

trip numbers (for specific kinds of uses) and some general recommendations for improving
circulation in the area, however, it cannot determine area-wide travel patterns (e.g. which roads

the trips would impact.) Robin Talkowski suggested that the committee depend upon existing
Master Plan trip data and Planning Dept. expertise; then, after the consultant has developed
alternative land use scenarios, we could earmark any additional moneys that become available to

address specific traffic design issues. Art objected to so much focus on traffic issues when

options for improvements are limited.

Roland said that we will be able to evaluate traffic impacts after the KC goals are set and

the scenarios for stimulating economic development are established. Anne said that the RFP

calls for looking at potential for funding our infrastructure needs through different development



.1

scenarios; thus we could need funds for traffic studies during the main part of the contract. She

suggested we at;least try to access the (up to) $10,000 contribution for this purpose.

Wayne moved, and Robin seconded, that the committee authorize Roland to add

whatever funds are legally available from the $10,000 contribution for traffic studies to the upper

limit of funds available to be stated in the RFP. The committee agreed that this would provide

flexibility during the consultant interviews to decide whether to use the available funds on traffic

analysis during the main contract or to reserve it for the future, possibly supplementing it then

with additional contributions. The motion passed unanimously.

III. Report on grant and consultant RFP: Roland said that EOCD had provided a grant of

$23,650, which was high relative to other communities. He had not been able to advertise the

RFP because EOCD said that the use of state moneys meant it had to comply with Chapter 30B

so it is under review by legal counsel. Roland described some of the early elements inthe work

plan that he had removed from the RFP, since the committee had authorized him to do so based

on the final amount of the grant, and added that he wanted to cap the consultant’s fee at $30,000

(pending the decision on the extra $10,000), holding $2,000 for contingencies and $1,000 for

(less expensive) MAPC mapping services, and for printings and mailings.
-

Given the possibility that the goal setting meeting would be held before the consultant’s

contract was signed, there was discussion as to whether-the consultant had to be at the meetings.
We could videotape the meeting. It was agreed that we would like the consultant to observe the

meeting, and that as long as we had selected the consultant by that time, he/she was likely to be

willing to attend without a signed contract.

IV. Schedule goal setting meeting and assign subcommittee: Guy moved, and Ken seconded,

that the meeting be scheduled for Thursday evening, November 17. Nancy, Peg, Jean, Robin and

Alan volunteered to serve on the subcommittee that will determine the meeting location, develop
discussion topics and questions (possibly similar to those used in West and South Acton). It was

agreed that “wastewater treatment” should be added to the list of suggested topics in Roland’s

9/26 memo on Goal Setting Meetings. Richard suggested adding publicity to their list of things
to do, and Anne suggested using photographs of Kelley’s Corner among the visuals. Robin

offered to serve as subcommittee chair and Donna Jacobs will assist the subcommittee. The

interest group round table meetings, as ~1escribed in Roland’s memo and the grant application,
will be held after the goal setting meeting, when ideas have been developed.

V. Decision as to whether to include the Donelan’s area in the study area: Anne expressed

concern about funding limitations and Nancy was concerned about diluting the committee’s

focus. Ken and others made the case that the two areas interact to some extent now and we need

to encourage this. Robin moved, and Guy seconded, that we include the Donelan’s shopping
center in the study area. The motion was amended to extend the area to the Mobil gas station,

however, not to address design of the Prospect/Main intersection. Both the amendment and the

amended motion passed 11-1, with Anne voting no.

VI. Next meeting: Anne is Chair of the consultant selection subcommittee. Ideally, the RFP’s

will be available on October 24th, reviewed by the subcommittee the following week, and

interview dates selected when the full committee meets at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, October 31.

The 10/31 agenda will include a presentation and discussion of recommendations by the goal

setting subcommittee, and any update by the consultant selection subcommittee.
-

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.; Anne Fanton, secretary pro tern



Town of Acton
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472 Main Street Acton, Massachusetts 01720
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(508) 264-9636

South Acton Village Planning Committee (SAVPC)

Minutes of

Public Forum on Draft Plan

October 20. 1994

Members in attendance: Trey Shupert, Betsy Eldridge, Robert Pion, Sushama Gokhale,
Janice Molnar, Sandra Whaley.

Also present Roland Barti (Town Planner).

Attendance:

Approximately ten persons attended the forum.

Presentatiorn

Roland Barti gave a brief introduction; Sushama Gokhale presented the Draft Plan

Goals and action recommendations. Trey Shupert presented the proposed infrastructure

improvements and recommended zoning changes.

Discussion, Question and Answers:

The committee responded to questions and offered clarifications to its proposals. The

following guestions and issues have been raised which the committee agreed to revisit
and reconsider before presenting the final plan.

1. Transferrable Development Rights (TDR) within the proposed~ SAV District

What will the assessment be on a lot after development rights have been sold from

that lot?

Should development rights be allowed to transfer from anywhere to anywhere in

the District, or should the direction be from the periphery to the center? Would

we really want to see a parcel in the center, say along Main Street, be stripped of

all its development rights?
Should the Faulkner House parcel be included in the SAY District so that it can

participate in the TDR program? What are the implications of that?
Are there any loop holes which would allow things to happen which were not

anticipated and would not be desired?
Will transferrable units be measured just in floor area square feet, or also in

dwelling units?
What could happen with specific parcels if development rights are transferred to

them, for instance the industrial parcel behind Erikson’s?
What happens to the limit on business size when transfers are made?

2. School Street zoning boundary changes:
Why was the SAY district boundary moved from 48 to 34 School Street?

3. Setbacks:

Are the proposed setbacks too small?

I



4. Commuter Parking Facility-~
Why is it included in the SAV District? There was outspoken criticism to even

consider a parking garage. This will be reviewed again. Also, could the Town
transfer development rights from the parking lot?

5. Industrial zoned land:

Why is it proposed to be changed to SAy?

6. Town owned parcels between Main Street and Mill Pond:

Can the public land at Mill Pond be included in the SAY District to allow, for

instance, commercial recreation (canoe rental)?

Minutes approved: November 1, 1994.

cc: Town Clerk

Planning Board

Board of Selectmen

rsavpc*1
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To~ of Acton A~L~~ACTON Planning Depar~ent

472 Main Street Acton, Massachusetts 01720 (508) 2649636

South Acton Village Planning Committee (SAVPC)

Minutes of Meeting

October 18, 1994

Members in attendance: Trey Shupert. Betsy Eldridge. Robert Pion, Sushama Gokhale.

Also present Roland Barti (Town Planner) and resident Chris Tolley.

Minutes of October 4, 1994 were accepted.

Discussion and Preparation of 10/20/94 public foruni

There will be a sign up sheet for residents who wish to participate in an effort to build a

playground and add some plantings in South Acton. Chris Tolley will contact-Peggy
Wargelin to ask her to prepare sign up sheet. Peggy had suggested at a previcus meeting
that she would be interested in leading up such an effort.

Speakers will mention Jean Sifleet’s efforts to raise funds for a School Street sidewalk.

“Hot issues”, i.e. bridge and sewers could take over the meeting discussion. Committee

will have to be on guard to ensure that forum will not turn into a continuation of the

previous night’s bridge hearing.

Roland has prepared presentation materials.

The forum will begin with a presentation (introduction by Roland, goals and action
recommendations by Sushama, capital improvements and zoning proposals by Trey).
Meeting attendees will be asked to hold questions until after the presentation is

complete. Presentation should take no longer than about 1/2 hour.

The zoning proposals include an optional transfer of development rights provision for

use within the district. The committee agreed that it is good idea in principle and that it
will be presented at the forum, but the committee also decided to trouble shoot it a

later meeting.

10/20/94 public forum supplies: Roland will bring sign up sheets and handle room set up.
Bob will bring cider, Chris cheese and crackers, Sushama brownies, Betsy cookies, Trey
napkins, plates, cups.

The public hearing on the draft plan will be on October 20, 1994, at the Senior Center.

Next regular committee meeting will be on November 1. 1994

Minutes approved: November 1, 1994.

cc: Town Clerk

Planning Board
Board of Selectmen rsavpcl
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OCTOBER 27, 1994

DeNUCCI SAYS CHANGES NEEDED TO STATE PROGRAM THAT FAILED
• TO PAY $583 MILLION TO CITIES AND TOWNS WITH STATE LAND

State Auditor Joe DeNucci today called for improvements in the way the state compensates
-

municipalities that have tax-exempt state property after fmding that 284 Cities and towns lost out

on $58.5 million in reimbursement payments over the past seven years.

The problem occurred when the state.’s payments-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) program went

underfunded during the seven fiscal years in question.
-

According to DeNucci’s report, these cities and towns were paid, on average, only 50 percent

of the $116.9 million due them during fiscal years 1989 through 1995. More than 100 of the

communities received less than 25 percent.

~Under Chapter 58 of the Massachusetts General Laws, which was passed in 1910, the State is

required, through the PILOT program, to reimburse municipalities with tax-exempt state land for

lost property tax revenues. Without these reimbursements, residents in municipalities with state

land unfairly carry a larger tax burden, usually felt through increased property taxes or budget

reductions. PILOT program payments are based on the amount appropriated annually in the state

budget and are~1istributed onthe Cherry Sheet. When the appropriation is less than the required

amount, cities and towns receive a prorated share.

According to DeNucci’s report, the underfunding began when the PILOT program was

consolidated with several other local aid programs into a line-item category called “additional

assistance” in fiscal year 1988. At this point, PILOT funding lost its identity. Even after fiscal

year 1993, when partial funding was restored in a separate budget line-item, cities and towns

continued to be shortchanged;

“The fmancial impact of underfunding the PILOT program resulted in a revenue shortfall for

these cities and towns,” DeNucci said, “and placed additional stress on local budgets, particularly

in smaller communities where there is less budget flexibility.”

DeNucci also noted that although increased employment and recreational opportunities are

available to cities and towns that host state property, these benefits do not outweigh the fmancial

burdens created by the state when failing to pay the communities for the necessary services they

provide to facilities opcrating on state property.

- more -

CONTACT: GLENN BRIERE

(617) 727-6200

Office of the State Auditor • State House a Boston, Massachusetts 02133
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DeNucci’s study of the PILOT program, done by his Division of Local Mandates (DLM),

was initiated by requests from Senator RobertD. Wetmore (D-Barre), Representative Thomas S.

Cahir (D-Boume), and a coalition of 57 Massachusetts municipalities. DLM was created by

Proposition 2 1/2 and makes recommendations to the Legislature concerning the financial effect of

state laws impacting Massachusetts cities and towns.

DeNucci’s report found that Boume, the municipality with the largest fiscal year 1994 PILOT

dollar deficiency, was owed $998,000 for its 10,790 acres of state land but only received

$353,000. The $665,000 shortfall represents $50 on the average tax bill, and almost 4 percent of

Boume’s total property tax levy.

Elsewhere, the dollar deficiency amount was smaller for less populated towns due to lower

land assessment values in rural areas. For example, Mt. Washington has 7,687 acres of state land

-- almost 54 percent of the town, but in contrast to state-owned property valued at almost $189,400

an acre in Boston, Mt. Washington’s state land was valued at only $582 per acre in fiscal year

1994. However, DeNucci noted that because of Mt. Washington’s small population, the per capita

impact is $251, the highest in the state. The $33,940 shortfall represents almost 20 percent of the

town’s total property tax levy.

DeNucci’s report found that the shortfall in reimbursements for the seven-year period range

from a high of $4.7 million in Plymouth to a low of $114 for Dunstable, with $76,774 in Hingham

as the median.

The average valuation of all state-owned land is $4,387 per acre, with a revaluation process

to be performed by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue during fiscal year 1995. This

revaluation will include state land maintained by the Division of Capital Planning and Operations,

to include corrections facilities, parks, forests, state colleges, and recreational facilities.

DeNucci’s report detailed that a total of 357,000 acres or 558 square miles of state-owned

land exists within the 284 municipalities, comprising an area larger than Bristol County or seven

percent of Massachusetts. The Metropolitan District Commission owns 120,000 acres of

watershed protection land that is not addressed by DeNucci’s report.

“These reductions in payments to cities and towns coincided with the state’s fiscal problems

of the late 1980s,” DeNucci said. “1 hope my report, combined with the recent improvements in

the state’s fiscal condition, will help lead to the return of full funding for this important program.”

- 30 -



TOTAL DEFICIENCIES IN STATE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES

BY ELIGIBLE MUNICIPALITY

G.L. c. 58

FY 1989 — FY 1995

ABINGION $155,028
ACTON $294,181
ACUS}1~EF $511

ADAMS $138,099
AGAW~M $240,205
AMI-IERST $1,090,785

OVER $277,767
ASHBUI1NHAM $102,970
ASHBY $145,973
ASHFIEID $23,567
ASHL4.}ID $91,5fl
ATHOL $80,785
AYER $4,425
BARNS’FABLE $117,345
BARRE $61,949

CKEI’ $109,666
EL)FORD $844,677
ELCHERTOWN $866,847
ELMONT $2,621
ERKLEY $44,645
ERNARDSTON $7,536
EVERLY $93,370
ILLERICA

LACKS’IONE

LANDFORD

BOLTON

BOSTON

‘~OURNE

)XFORD

j:SREWSTER

BRIDGEWATER

BRIMFIELD

BROCKTON

BROOKFIELD

BUCKLAND

CANTON

CARLISLE

CARVER

CHARLEMONT

CHARLTON

CHEUvIS}ORD

CHELSEA

CHESHIRE

CHESTER

CHESTERFIELD

CLARKSBURG

COHASSE~

COLRAIN

CONCORD

CONWAY

CUMMINGTON

DALTON

DANVERS

DARTMOUTH

DEERFIELD

DENNIS

DOUGLAS

r)OVER

ACUT

~JNSTABLE

DUXBURY

EAST BRIDGEWATER

EASTHAM

$267,868
$2,729

$69,702
$37,645

$1,384,930
$2,639,935

$65,703
$959,247

$1,981,430
$200,091

$386

$62,145

$17348

$110,507
$407,573

$752,554

$30,653
$26,940

$23359

$204,474

$185348

$93,037

$102,832

$160350

$20319

$90,812

$775,657

$162,919

$11,267

5137.936

$213,287

$920316

$160,045

$13,441

$285,750

$43,923

$58,718

$114

$42,083

$500

$4,721

EASTHAMPTON $1,028

EASTON $268,726

EDGARTOWN 51.159399

EGREMONT $29,703

ERVING $23,246

ESSEX $1,795

FAIRHAVEN $92,196

FALL RIVER $218348

FALMOUTH $748,770

FITCHBURG $81,760

FLORU)A $133,615
FOXBOROUGH $396,643

FRAMINGHAM $848,711

FRANKLiN $183,084

FREErOWN $572,826

GARDNER $51,602
GEORGETOWN $57376
GILL $10,584
GLOUCESTER $54,052
GOSHEN $121,999
GOSNOLD $60,248

GRAFTON $7,857
GRANBY $166,964
GRAN’VIlLE $141,209
GREAT BARRINGTON $263,925
GREENFIELD $5,639
GROTON $124,100
GROVELAND $112,761
HADLEY $533544

HALIFAX $45,935
HAMILTON $60,413
HANCOCK $123,301

HANOVER $3,952
HANSON $2,564

HARDWICK $7,275
HARVARD $8,163
HARWICH $169,159
HATFIELD $4338
HAVERHILL $498

HAWLEY $122,871
HEATH 546,997
HINGHAM $76,744
HINSDALE $149,083

HOLDEN $25,068

HOLLAND $4,612

HOLLISTON $1,227
HOLYOKE 543.68 1

HOPEDALE $234

HOPKJNTON $218,195

HUBBARDSTON $129,618

HUDSON $46,751

HULL $29,847
HUNTINGTON $107,079
IPSWICH $818,782

KINGSTON $87,475

LAKEVILLE $172,252

LANCASTER $129,048

LANESBOROUGH 5163.634

lAWRENCE $4,293

LEE $73,075

LEICESTER $24,445

LENOX $30538

LEOMINSTER $131,130

LEVEREIT $15,088
LEXINGTON $322,461

LEYDEN $4

LINCOLN $530.OT~
LOWELL $365,157
LUDWW $50,026

LUNENBURG 564.022

LYNN $1,208

LYNNFIELD $59,344

MARLBOROUGH $150,367
MARSHFIELD ~$724
MASHPEE $1,280,255
MATTAPOISETT $1,038
MEDFIELD $284,491
MENDON $129

MERRIIvIAC $7,075
MIDDLEBOROUGH $242315
MIDDLEFIELD $99,712
MIDDLETON $12,690
MILLBURY $2394
MONROE $38,296
MONSON $327,165
MONTAGUE $122,049
MONTEREY $137,933
MONTGOMERY $6,863
MOUNT WASHINGTON $183,790
NAHANT $872

NANTUCKET $380,940

NATI~K $210,215
NEW ASHFORD $75,872
NEW BEDFORD $29,067
NEW BRAINTREE $70,868
NEW MARLBOROUGH $122,156
NEW SALEM $34,686
NEWBURY $344,269
NEWBURYPORT 575.797

NORFOLK $793,887
NORTH ADAMS $62,807
NORTH ANDOVER

NORTH AT~LEBOROUGH

NORTH BROOKFIELD

NORTH READING

$314344
$1,738

53.168

$51,436

NORTHAMPTON $255516

NORTHBOROUGH $308,030

NORTHBRIDGE $137,933

NORTI-lF1EI~D $116,217
NORTON $53397
NORWELL $1,717
OAK BLUFFS $71,695

OAKHAM $108,271

ORANGE $53,813
ORLEANS $4,143
OTIS $456,408
OXFORD $5,665
PALMER $86,176
PAXION $320,244

PEABODY $3,433
PELHAM $87,087
PEPPERELL $108352

PERU $ 191.765

PETERSHAM $132,959
PHILLIPSTON $70,762
PITTSFIEW $83,365



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

CONFIDENTIAL

DATE: October 24, 1994

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager
FROM: Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner~4e
SUBJECT: Mobil Oil Sign HDC Hearing

I have had this sign issue marked up for trial in late November. This apparently has

prompted Mobil Oil to try to obtain a legal sign permit from the Historic District
Commission prior to the trial. During a pretrial conference between our counsel and

Mobil’s the judge did not give Mobil Oil much of a chance. The judge questioned -

Mobil Oil why they felt they were entitle to a variance and was not impressed ivith

the answer.



(c::~iJ99)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The ACTON HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on

Monday, November 7, at 8:00 p.m. in Room 204, Acton Town Hall, for an APPLICATION

for a CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS for the following item: MOBIL OIL

CORP.: construction of a free-standing ID and price sign at 553 MASSACHUSETTS

AVE., West Acton Local Historic District.



TOWN OF ACTON
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: October 24, 1994

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager
FROM: Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner
SUBJECT: 35 Wetherbee Street

I have reviewed the file on this property and have the following to offer. The Board
of Appeals issued a Special Permit (see attached) for an apartment in 1984. They
built an addition in the fall of that year for that purpose (see attached). According
to our records Mr. Mahoney still owns the property. Neither the decision nor the -

Zoning Bylaw, in effect at that time, limited the use of the apartment to an in-law.

I have presented the above to provide a history of this property. It should be noted
that in 1990 there was a substantial change in the Zoning Bylaw governing
apartments that now apply to this property (see attached). Apartments are now

allowed as a matter of right. An owner can rent to whomever they wish. I do not

feel that there is a violation of the current Zoning Bylaw.



3.1 .1 If an activity might be classified under more than one of the PRINCIPAL USE definitions,
the more specific definition shall determine whether the USE is permitted. If the activity
might be classified under equally specific definitions, it shall not be permitted unless
both PRINCIPAL USES are permitted in the district.

ained in
3.2 General Uses

shall be 3.2.1 Agriculture - Cultivating, harvesting and storing crops including the storage of necessary
farm equipment on parcels of less than five acres. The boarding, keeping or raising of

livestock on parcels of more than five acres; except that the boarding, keeping and

rom the raising of not more than one horse, goat or sheep, plus its offspring up to one year of

.-ea, or if age, shall be permitted on parcels of two acres or larger.
initions

3.2.2 Conservation - The USE of land in its natural state or improved with trails or resource

management programs that do not significantly alter its natural state.

service 3.2.3 Earth Removal - The removal of earth products from a LOT, including but not limited to,
sand, gravel, soil, loam, and mineral products when not connected to a building permit
granted by the Building Commissioner, a subdivision decision by the Planning Board or a

4.1, or site plan decision by the Board of Selectmen, shall only be allowed through a special
before permit granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals. The removal of earth and earth
rmation products must comply with the Acton Earth Removal Bylaw.
roposed
through 3.2.4 Recreation - Non-commercial outdoor facilities for activities such as horseback riding,

skiing, ice skating, swimming and tennis. -

ing. At

iy. For 3.3 Residential Uses - except in the Village Districts, in Residence A Districts, in Planned

siding in Conservation Residential Community Districts, in Planned Unit Developments pursuant to

UNIT is Section 9A, and in AFFORDABLE Housing Developments pursuant to Section 4.4 and

except for a single FAMILY dwelling with one Apartment as specifically provided in Section

3.3.2.9.b), no more than one BUILDING for dwelling purposes shall be located upon a LOT.
USE is

d to 3.3.1 Single FAMILY dwelling - A detached DWELLING UNIT designed as the residence of one

fine FAMILY.
title an

~s. The 3.3.2 Single FAMILY dwelling with one Apartment - A single FAMILY dwelling, the BUILDING
ions are of which was in existence on or before January 1, 1990, to be altered and used for not

equired.. more than two DWELLING UNITS - the Principal Unit plus one Apartment -

, provided
3turday, that:

aturday.
g hours 3.3.2.1 The GROSS FLOOR AREA of the Apartment shall not exceed the lesser of fifty

percent (50%) of the GROSS FLOOR AREA of the Principal Unit or 800 square feet.

3.3.2.2 There shall be no more than two (2) bedrooms in the Apartment.

3.3.2.3 The Apartment shall be clearly and distinctly separated from the Principal Unit by
separate entrances either from the exterior of the BUILDING or from a common

hallway located within the BUILDING.

3.3.2.4 Any stairways to an Apartment located above the ground floor of a BUILDING shall be

enclosed within the exterior walls of the BUILDING.

3.3.2.5 There shall be not more than one driveway or curb cut providing ACCESS to the

DWELLING UNITS, except for half circular or horseshoe driveways located in the front
of the BUILDING.

3.3.2.6 A minimum of one (1) additional parking space shall be provided for the Apartment.

3.3.2.7 Either the Principal Unit or the Apartment shall be occupied by the owner of the

property. For the purposes of this section, the “owner shall be one or more

individuals residing in a dwelling who hold legal or beneficial title and for whom the

dwelling is the primary residence for voting and tax purposes.

3.3.2.8 The Apartment shall not be held in or transferred into separate ownership from the

Principal Unit under a condominium form of ownership or otherwise.

~~of Acton Zoning Bylaw Page 17
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Selectmen

Town Hall

l½cton, MA.

@~JF~i DE377A-L

Town of Acton

Dear Sirs:
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There was a variance granted to Mahoney at 35 Wetherbee Street for an inlaw

apartment. The inlaw died a year ago. There is now a state trouper living
there. This should be a zoning violation. Since Mahoney is a cop, not much
will happen should you investigate since they seem to be more equal than
the rest, of us. The arrangement is widely known in the area. People will

be watching to see just what you do not do about this. The cops have a nasty
way of paying people back when the whistle is blown.~

Acton Taxpeyers.

FYI
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Division of Local Services has developed the FY95 Cherry Sheet Manual to guide

public officials, as well as private citizens and organizations interested in municipal
finance, through the FY95 Cherry Sheet. We hope this guide will assist you in

understanding how the programs on the Cherry Sheet work.

PURPOSE OF THE CHERRY SHEETS

Named for the cherry colored paper on which it was originally printed, the Cherry Sheet is

the official notification from the Commissioner of Revenue of the next fiscal year’s state

aid and assessments to cities, towns, and regional school districts.

The purpose of the Cherry Sheet is to ensure that local budgets reflect realistic estimates

of the amount of revenue a municipality and regional school district will actually.receive
from the state during the upcoming year, as well as the amounts that will be assessed upon

local governments to pay for a variety of state or sub-state programs in which they

participate. The Tax Rate Recapitulation Sheet, filed by local assessors with the Division

of Local Services to certify property tax rates, must reflect the receipt and charge figures
contained on the Cherry Sheet.

HOW TO USE THE FY95 CHERRY SHEET MANUAL

This manual presents information on each of the programs which comprise the FY95

Municipal and Regional Cherry Sheets. The following features of the receipt and

assessment programs that appear on the Cherry Sheet are described below. Agency refers

to the state agency administering the program.

• Title

• Item Number

• Law (s) CreatingfModifying Program
• State Budget Account Number

• Agency
• Amount

• Purpose
• Distribution/Reimbursement and Assessment/Charge Formula
• Administration

• Payment Schedule



This manual is organized into six sections. Section I provides an introduction to the

manual. Municipal and Regional Cherry Sheet Receipts Programs are described in Section

II. Section ifi provides a description of Municipal and Regional Cherry Sheet

Assessments. The FY95 payment schedule for the Cherry Sheet Programs can be found in

Section N. Other Cherry Sheet resources available through the Division of Local

Services are listed in Section V. In the final section, Section VI, we have provided sample

copies of all three Cherry Sheet forms showing the FY95 state totals.

FY95 CHERRY SHEET SUMMARY

After the Legislature’s passage of a Local Aid Resolution in early May 1994, the Division

of Local Services issued the FY95 Cherry Sheets on May 17, 1994. Revised Cherry
Sheets, which reflected changes in some of the Cherry Sheet accounts as required by the

enactment of Chapter 60 of the Acts of 1994, the FY95 state budget, were issued on July
20, 1994. This manual’s information reflect these FY95 Cherry Sheet revisions. The

graph and table on pages 3 and 4 show the trends in Cherry Sheet Aid fQr FY81 through
FY95. -

The FY95 Cherry Sheet receipt and assessment program allocations that use Equalized
Valuations (EQV) reflect 1992 Equalized Valuations. Also, as specified by the FY95 state

budget, the 1992 United States Census Bureau’s population estimates were used in all

formulas that required population estimates.

Significant changes between amounts distributed in FY94 and FY95 are:

• an increase of $189.7 million in Chapter 70 Education Aid

• reinstatement of the Tuition of State Wards program at $2.48 million

• a $62.6 million increase in Lottery Aid. $20 million of this increase is

attributable to the reclassification of FY95 Municipal Stabilization Aid as

FY95 Lottery Aid; the net increase is $42.6 million.

In FY94, the Department of Revenue implemented a provision of state law (Ch. 58, S.

18F) that allows the withholding of state aid to cities and towns that have not submitted

the prior year’s Schedule A to the Department of Revenue. This provision of the law will

be applied again in FY95. All withheld aid is distributed to the appropriate municipality
once the necessary forms have been submitted and accepted by the Division of Local

Services.

FY95 CHERRY SHEET FORMAT CHANGES

The format of the Cherry Sheet changes from year to year as programs are added,

dropped or consolidated. The FY95 Cherry Sheet contains only one change: Tuition of

State Wards Program was added to.forms CS hER and 2-ER as line 4a.

2
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Cherry Sheet Total Receipts FY81 to FY95

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95

I i Cities & Towns 0 Regional School Districtsj



REGIONAL COMBINED

CITIES & SCHOOL MUNICIPAL

TOWNS DISTRICTS + REGIONAL

REGIONAL COMBINED

Cr1703 & SCHOOL. MUNICIPAL cm~s &

TOWNS DISTRICTS + REGIONAL TOWNS

REGIONAL COMBINED

SCHOOL MUNICIPAL

DISTRICTS + REGIONAL

81

82

83

84

IS

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

1.138.347.383

1.381.461.844

1.545,422.148

1.666.405.318

1.868,130,881

2.029951.823

2.373,749,418

2,576.697.434

2.692,968,637

2.457.326.863

2,341.3 13,232

2,057.096.860

2,192.330,849

2.349,182.790

2.550,609,971

150.313.609 1.288,860.992

158.440.436 1.339,902.280

160,663.451 1.706,085,603

187,034,153 1.833,460.073

204,270,177 2.Ofl.401.758

216,604,131 2,246,355.934

243.769.930 2,617,519,348

2.54.204.126 2,830.901.560

273,374,494 2,966,343,132

280,199,690 2.737.526,553

268.625.517 2.609,938,749

270.426,888 2,327,523,748

295,575,733 2.488,106,382

323.349.018 2.672,331.808

373.678.410 2.924.288,381

34.922 (94.260,292) 2.648.936.468 122.805.963

85,662 25,292,340 (660,938.436) (3,033.367)

(39,233) 12,975,379 480.498.499 103.290.755

PERCENTAGE CHANCE

81.12

82.83

83.84

84-85

85•86

16.87

:7.88

8.89

9-90

3.91

.92

~.93

.94

.93

21.4 5.3 19.6

11.9 1.4 10.8

7.8 16.4 8.6

12.1 9.2 11.8

8.7 6.0 8.4

16.9 22.5 16.3

8.5 4.3 8.2

4.5 7.5 4.8

.8.8 2.5 ‘7.7

.4.7 .4.1 ‘4.7

.12.1 0.7 .10.8

6.6 9.3 6.9

7.1 9.4 7.4

8.6 13.6 9.4

1.9 0

-46 0

.2.4 0

3.7 0

-22.8 0

0.1 103.0

2.2 1179.6

.24,3 57.7

5.0 125.1

7.2 15.4

3.1 .1.4

2.9 ‘1.3

1.8 .1.4

2.2 .26.0

1.9 24.9

.4,6 16.0

-2.4 9.9

3.1 23.6

.238 23.9

0.1 18.8

2.2 9.2

.24.5 7.1

5.O~ .9.6

71 -5.6

3.1 -13.4

2.9 69

1.8 7.6

2.2 9.1

136.6 81.6 130.2

.23.6 .1.1 -21.3

24.1) 38.2 25.6

.37.4 103.0 .37.4

15.9 136.0 13.9

7.1 .27.9 7.1

I~6.I 81.6 170.9

.26.1 .1.1 .23.6

23.6 38.2 27.2

FISCAL

YEAR

RECEIPTS

CHERRY SHEET ESTIMATED STATE AID FY81-FY95

STATE TOTALS

ASSESSMENTS NETSTATE AID

DOLLAR CHANCE

81.62

82.83

83.84

84.8$

85-86

86.87

87-88

88.89

89.90

90-9)

91.92

92.93

93.94

94.95

8 1-89

89-92

92.95

243.114.461

163.960.304

120,983.170

201.725,563

16 1,820.942

343,791,593

202.948.016

116.271.21)3

(235,641.774)

(116,013.631)

(284,216.372)
135.433.989

156,65 1.94 I

2111,4 27. 181

7.926,827 251.041.288

2.223,02 I 166,183,325

26,391,298 147.374.468

17.216,122 218,941,685

12.333.254 174.134,196

27,163.799 370.963.394

10.434.196
-

213.382,212

19.170.36* 135,441.371

6,823,198 (228.816.378)

(11,574,173) (127,587,804)

1.801.371 (282,413,001)

25,148.845 160.582.834

27.773.285 184.425.226

31),329,392 251.756.573

232,334,371 0 252,334,377 886,013,036 150,513.609 1,036,526,613
274.181,840 0 274,881,840 1.106.380.034 158.440.436 1,265.020.440

262,110.327 .0 262,110,327 1.283,311.821 160,663,457 1,443,975,278

233.709,822 0 255,709,822 1.410.695.496 187.034.753 1,597,750,251

265,074,125 0 265,074,225 1.603,056,156 204.210,877 1,807,327.633

204,599.603 0 204,599.600 1,823,332,223 216,604,131 2,041,956,354’
204,813,384 2.721 204,116,085 2.168,936,034 243,767,209 2,412,703,263

209,269,863 34,817 209,304,682 2,367,427,569 254,269.309 2,621,396,878

138,019,163 34,922 158,074,083 2.534,949,474 273.319,573 2,808,269,046

163.903.141 223.606 266,028,741 2,291,421,722 280.076,084 2,571.497.806

177,680,471 142.590 177,823,061 2.263.632.762 268.482.927 2,432,113,688

183.123.842 140.383 183,266,423 l,873.971.0I8 270.286,305 2,244,257,323

188.463.783 128,799 288,602,582 2,034.067.066 295,436.934 2,299.504,~
191.949.483 136.894 Ifl,086,379 2.257,233,303 323.212.124 2,480.4-45.429

196.140.454 101.350 196.241,804 2,354,469,317 373.377.060 2.728.046,377

22.347.463 228,493.825

(12,771,313) 178.954.838

(6,403,503) 153,774,973

9.364.303 209,571,312

(60.474.525) 234,628,721

213.764 370.746,909

4.456.502 208.893.6)3

(52,250,702) 286,612,168

7.885.976 (236.772.240)
11.775,330 (139.382.118)

5.445.371 (287,858,363)
5.337.941 155,246.677
3.485.702 180,941.429

4.190,969 ‘. 247.601.141)

(94,323,224) 1.711,742,431

23,106,679 (664,011,723)
13,014.612 583.789.254

0

0

0

0

0

2.722

32,096

20.105

68,684

28,984

(2.037)

(1.784)

(1,905)
(33,344)

22,547,463

(12,771,513)

(6,400,505)

9.364.303

(60,474,525)

2 16.485

4,488,59?

(52,230,597)

7.954.662

11.794.314

5.443.364

5.336.251

3,413.197

4.155.425

1.334.621.234 222,860,885 1,677.482,139

(633.671.777) (2,941,606) (638.8 29.383)
493,313.111 103,251,522 596.764,633

220,366,998

176.731.817

127.383,673

192.361.260

222.293.467

343,383.831

198,491.5 IS

167,321,903

(243.327.752)

(127.788.961)

(289.662.743)

230,096.048

153.166.239

297,236,2 12

7.926.827

2.223.021

26,392 .298

17.216, 122

22.333,254

27.263,078

10.402,100

29, 130.263

6.136,522

(11.393.157)

2.803,378

23,250,629

21.715.190

50.364.936

81’89

89-92

92-99

5.3

2.4

16.4

9.2

6.0

12.3

4.3

7.3

2.5

-4.2

0.7

9.3

9.4

13.6

32.0

14.2

10.6

13.1

13.0

18.2

8.7

7.2

.8.4

.5.4

.11.8

7.2

7.9

20.0

- Does not Include $210 million In Chapter 70 that was originally wllhheld from Cherry Sheets but distributed In the summer 011990 due to the SJC decIsIon.
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TOWN OF ACTON

253b 5611001 5treet
PLANNU~G DEPT.

f1etor~, JT~ 01720

October 28, 1994

Dear Acton Town Planners,
The plan for a mall on the site of the ADESA

Auto Auction will be a disaster for residents and

homeowners in It’s immediate area.. I own Pond Ridge
Drive, it is a small private road off School St. just
diagonally across where Hosmer ends. The legal -

address of my road is 253 School St. with the houses on

it being 253 A through 253D. We get no town services

here. By deed, as the owner, I have to plow and
maintain this road and then collect my costs from my

neighbors. We have no street lights on this road. Our

homes back up on that small private pond between

Parker St. and Pond Ridge Dr. We, as homeowners

here, have to maintain this pond and deal with many

trespassers and people who litter and dump trash here.

The traffic on School St. is already very bad. Cars

come over that small hill just before Pond Ridge Drive at

incredible rates of speed. Pulling out of this street to go
right is bad enough but turning left is taking your life in

your hands.

We are always aware of Friday auctions at ADESA.

The traffic becomes much worse, much more aggressive.
If you put a mall in there this will be much worse and

7 days a week. I don’t believe that local access to Linens

and Things or TJ Maxx is worth my life and safety. This

is mostly a quiet neighborhood, I want it to stay that

way. We coexist with the traffic on Parker St. We are

extra careful pulling in or out of our street from School

St., but a mall!!! Is this really important or necessary.
What about the issue of crime. I believe that malls

are crime magnets. How many malls will you already
not go to alone after dark, I can list them if you will not.



As a resident of this area I often drive on Route 2

between Piper Rd and the Concord Rotary. I believe

putting a turn around in that area, with or without a

traffic light will create a death trap.
My final issue is sewerage. Isn’t that nice that the

developer has offered to put a waste treatment facility at

Kelly’s Corner. I have spoken to a lady in your office

who told me what the boundaries for “Kelly’s Corner”
are. Of course, even If it was to serve this area what

chance do. you think there is that they will include this

little private road here at the end of Hosmer. Heck, we

don’t even get plowed or street lights;
Please don’t sell the quality of life in Acton.

Thank You,



T~~N OF ACION

INTERDEPARTMENT1~L CONMtJNIChTIONS

flt~TE: October 28, 1994

TO: Don Johnson,
Town Manager

FROM: Cathy Belbin,
Town Clerk

Rosemary Lundberg of the United Way would like to post a sign at both

polling places on November 8th, election day, that would read:

“VOTE THEN EhT AT BURGER KING — 5PM — 8PM”

This would be a fundraiser for a
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TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

******************************************

DATE: October 31, 1994

TO: Nancy Tavernier

FROM: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

SUBJECT: Boy Scout Land

Before you went on vacation you had called me regarding the Boy Scout land off of Pope

Road and the call you had received from Mr. Dan Joyce. I have not updated you on the

several questions you had at that time, although I presume some of this is wrapped up in the

issue that came before the Board with respect to the Greene property.

The land in question consists of approximately 41 acres with a y~y nominal frontage

(approximately 10-20 feet) on Pope Road. It is apparently owned by the Boy Scouts of

America and, as such, is exempt from property tax. For that reason it is not under Ch. 61 or

61A. The Town does not have any rights of first refusal, there are no sale restrictions of

which we are aware that would favor us.

According to Norm Lake the Scouts are consolidating their Councils and winding up

with excess properties. It looks like this is one of those properties.

Tom Tidman did not walk the property with the interested parties but I am informed that

the Conservation Trust did.

The capability of the land to support a development on its own appears to be limited by

the size of the access. This would not be hard to resolve, however, if some additional land

could be purchased from an abutter. (In fact, rumor has it that the frontage issue may already

have been resolved.) The larger potential comes from the Greene property (a different piece

of land than that currently under consideration by the Board) which abuts this land for

hundreds of feet along its entire northeasterly border. Combined, these represent a tract in

excess of 100 acres.

~1I~



October 24, 1994

Mr. Roland Barti

Town Planner

Acton, MA 01720

Dear Mr.; Barti:

On behalf of the McCarthy family whose property abuts the

recently proposed development in North Acton by Mr. John C.

McBride, President of Commons Development Group, Inc. of

Westford, MA, we respectfully request that the. following be

addressed by the Town of Acton.

The McCarthy property has in the past been proposed for low

and moderate income housing. In order to keep this use

viable, we request that the development of this front parcel
on Harris Street should include a road to the edge of the

McCarthy property that meets town standards. This request is

consistent with the approved access included in the Meadow

View Subdivision off of Robbins Street in South Acton.

Thank you in advance for your consideration in this matter.

CC: Selectmen Norman Lake, Chairman

Selectmen F. Dore Hunter

Selectmen Nancy Tavernier

Selectmen Wayne Friedrichs

Selectmen William Mullen

Betty McManus, Director, Acton Housing

Sincerely
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AUDITOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133

A. JOSEPH DENUCCI .

TEL (617) 727-2075
AUDITOR

October 27, 1994

His Excellency William F. Weld, Governor

The Honorable ‘William M. Bulger, President of the Senate

The Honorable Charles F. Flaherty, Speaker of the House of Representatives
Honorable Members of the General Court

-

I respectfully submit for your consideration this review of the local fiscal impact
of insufficient distributions to cities and towns for payments-in-lieu-of-taxes for

state owned land (PILOT) as provided by G.L. c. 58, ss. 13-17. This study was

undertaken in accordance with G.L. c. 11, s. 6B, which allows the State:Auditor’s

Division of Local Mandates to determine the financial effect of state laws impacting
cities and towns.

G.L. c. 58, s. 17 provides a reimbursement formula to assist municipalities
hosting certain tax-exempt state properties. My report estimates that over the past

seven years, cities and towns received $58.4 million in reimbursements rather than

the $116.9 million called for by the statutory formula--or 50% of their entitlements

on average. In fiscal year 1995, 284 cities and towns are affected by c. 58 PILOT

underfunding.

Although I am aware that a statutory promise for state payments is not binding
on the Legislature, I respectfully request that you consider the significant fiscal

consequences that underfunding this account has on host communities and property

taxpayers. The analysis contained in this report provides a starting point for further

study. I hope that it clearly demonstrates the need for adequate and predictable
assistance to communities that suffer an imbalanced tax burden due to the presence

of Commonwealth property.

If you have questions or need additional information regarding this report,

please contact Thomas Collins, Director of the Division of Local Mandates, at 727-

0980. I look forward to continuing to work with you on this and other issues affect

ing the quality of state and local government and the services that the Common

wealth provides to its citizens.

Sincefely2/
,

A.JØDeNlJdCl’~’ ‘

Au~~r of/he Coi1~onwealth



INTRODUCTION

This report of the Office of the State Auditor, Division of Local

Mandates (DLM) ,
evaluates state implementation of the Payments-in-

Lieu-of- Taxes (PILOT) program and its financial impact on municipali
ties. These payments are made to compensate cities and towns for the

presence of certain tax-exempt state property. DLM’s study was

initiated at the request of Senator Robert D. Wetmore, Representative
Thomas S. Cahir, and a coalition of 57 cities and towns.

-

The purpose of this report is to document and disclose-the cost

impact of consolidating PILOT reimbursement accounts into a local aid

distribution account, and of underfunding the PILOT account over the

past several years. Subject to appropriation by the Legislature, these

payments are made according to G.L. c. 58, ss. 13-17. The c. 58 for

mula is based on the fair cash value of the land and a uniform reim

bursement rate. Reimbursements to cities and towns are based on the

amount appropriated annually in the state budget and are distributed on

the Cherry Sheet. When the appropriation is less than the formula

amount, cities and towns receive a prorated share of their statutory
entitlement.

It is clear that the PILOT section of c. 58 is a law that has a signifi
cant financial impact on cities and towns. As such, it falls within the

State Auditor’s G.L. c. 11, s. 68 authority to make recommendations to

the General Court after reviewing c. 58 implementation.

The reasoning behind state PILOT payments to cities and towns is

equity. All Massachusetts residents receive direct or indirect benefits

from state properties and facilities such as hospitals,forests and prisons.
Therefore, responsibility for their support should be equitably shared by
all residents. Without adequate compensation for the loss of taxes,

residents of host municipalities bear a greater share of this responsibil
ity relative to all other residents of the Commonwealth. State property
and facilities also typically require municipal fire and police services.

Water, sewage treatment, road maintenance for access to facilities,
traffic control, and in some cases schooling for children living on the

property may also be required. Without adequate PILOT funding, the

state’s property tax exemption and the demand for services puts upward

pressure on local property tax rates. Additionally, highly developed

properties, such as state colleges, impose a dual burden on host commu

nities because compensation is based on undeveloped land value, while



intensive use of these facilities typically results in significant demand

for municipal services.

There are also benefits to hosting state property, such as increased

employment and business activity, and in some cases increased recre

ational opportunities or other amenities for local residents. These ben~

efits, however, do not always outweigh the burdens. A University of

Massachusetts’ Amherst study, “Reimbursing Municipalities for the

Presence of State-Owned Properties” (March 1994) makes a strong case

that Massachusetts reimbursement- policies should be revised to reflect

the varying degree of costs and benefits imposed by state properties.

The primary problem with the PILOT program for the past seven

years, however, is that it has been underfunded relative to the statutory
formula by an estimated $58.5 million.

The analysis contained in this report provides a starting point for

further study. While we are aware that the judicial branch has ruled that

a statutory promise for state reimbursement or payments is not binding
on the Legislature, there is a growing interest in legislative attention to

problems inherent in the PILOT program. The current policy found in

G.L. c. 58, ss. 13-17 dates back to 1910. A variety of complex local aid

reimbursement mechanisms, grant programs, and other changes in state

and local financial responsibilities have evolved over the years, whereas

the process for compensating municipalities acting as hosts to state

property has remained about the same. Many legislative proposals have

been filed to raise the appropriation to the level required by c.58 and to

correct perceived inequities in the current reimbursement system. A

special commission has also been proposed. It is hoped that this report
will be useful in evaluating the Commonwealth’s reimbursement policy
for state-owned land. The goal of this policy should be to provide
adequate and predictable compensation for cities and towns.

The specific and categorical properties subject to c.58 PILOT

provisions as listed in section 13 are:

“... all land in every town owned by the commonwealth and

used for the purposes of a fish hatchery, game preserve or wild life

sanctuary, a state military camp ground, the Soldiers’ Home in

Massachusetts, the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke, a state forest, the

University of Massachusetts, or a public institution under the de

partment of correction, the department of education, the depart
ment of mental health, the department of mental retardation, the

department of public health, the department of pubhc welfare, or

2



the department of youth services, land owned by the common

wealth known as the Wachusett Mountain State Reservation and

the Mount Greylock State Reservation, and of all land owned by
the commonwealth and under the care and control of the depart
ment of environmental management and used for recreational or

conservation purposes; and of all land held by the county commis

sioners for hospital purposes under sections seventy-eight to ninety,
inclusive, of chapter one hundred and eleven; and ~f all land held

by the department of environmental protection for use as a solid

waste disposal facility under sections eighteen through twenty-four,
inclusive, ofchapter sixteen; and of any land acquired by the low-

level radioactive waste management board pursuant to paragraph
(g) of section twenty-three of chapter one hundred and eleven H.”

METHODOLOGY

DLM reviewed the inventory of state-owned land maintained by the

Division of Capital Planning and Operations (DCPO). The Department
of Revenue (DOR) has provided assistance to DCPO in collecting and

improving DCPO’s data in preparation for DOR’s 1995 revaluation of c.

58 state property. The most up-to-date version of the c. 58 land inven

tory was provided by DOR and can be found in APPENDIX D.

We also reviewed and analyzed budget legislation, DOR c. 58

valuation data, and Cherry Sheet reimbursement data for the period FY
1987 through FY 1995. This data formed the basis for spreadsheets
presented in APPENDIX A and APPENDIX B and the graphs and

charts shown throughout.

DLM staff also attended meetings and interviewed local officials

concerning the general and specific financial impacts of being a host

community to state-owned facilities.

Payments in lieu of taxes for water supply protection land are also

made by the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority and the Metro

politan District Commission’s Watershed Management Division under

G.L. c. 59, s. 5G. This analysis does not address c. 59 watershed land

PILOTs.
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SUMMARY COST IMPACT FINDINGS

Until FY 1988 cities and towns were compensated for the loss of

property tax revenue resulting from the presence of certain categories of

state-owned properties according to G.L. c.58 sections 13-17. This law

was enacted in 1910 and its implementation is generally referred to as

payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) for state- owned land. Compensation
under the formula (see G.L. c.58, s.17) is based on land value times a

statewide property tax rate. After reviewing the best available data, the

State Auditor’s Division of Local Mandates (DLM) finds that distribu

tions to cities and towns under the c. 58 PILOT program have not met

the statutory formula criteria for the seven fiscal year period 1989

through 1995.

140

120

FIGURE 1.

HISTORY OF REIMBURSEMENTS

PAYMENTS IN UEU OF TAXES

FISCAL YEAR 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1989—1995

St.I. R,imbur,,~nt S 15.535.694 515,535.694 515,535494 $15,535,694 $18,062,418 518.372,946 $18,372,946 $116,951,086

Act. R~imbuia,i~.,t 510.891.747 510,891.747 510,945471 56.186,38 $6,500,000 56.500,000 $6,500,00( $58,415,548

DEFICIENCY $4643947 $4643947 54,590023 59,349,31 511,562418 511872946 511,872946 558535538

NOTE: FY95 Statutory Reimbursement Is estimated

~] Actual Reimbursement

~i] Statutory Reimbursement (M.G.L c.58)

FY 1989 — FY 1995

DEFICIENCY IN

STATUTORY FUNDING

$58.5 MILLION

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1989—1995

Fls~l Yest

4



The total deficiency in distributions to cities and towns for the

period FY 1989 - FY 1995 relative to the provisions of c.58 ss.13-

17 is estimated to be $58.5 million. DLM estimates that cities and

towns would have received $116.9 million under the statutory
formula during the period FY 1989 through FY 1995; only $S&4
million in distributions can be documented (See FIGURE ONE).

M The cumulative impact of four years of no earmarked funding and

three years of partial funding is that eligible cities and towns, in the

aggregate, received only 50% of the amount called for under c. 58

PILOT provisions between fiscal years 1989 and 19-95 inclusive.

However, over 100 municipalities received less thaic25% of their

statutory entitlement. For the most part these were small towns.

APPENDIX A shows the impact on each affected city and town

since 1987, when the PILOT account was fully funded with its own line

item. This spreadsheet shows the annual and cumulative differences

between statutory and actual funding. The impact of underfunded c.58

reimbursements based on total deficiency between 1989-1995 ranges

from a high of $4.7 million for the Town of Plymouth, to a low of $114

for the Town of Dunstable. At the median is the Town of Hingham, at

$76,744. The 10 municipalities having the highest total dollar impact
are shown in FIGURE TWO.

5

4

0

0

U,

.~ 2

1.

0

Figure 2

Estimated Deficiency & Estimated Funding
FY 1989 — FY 1995

Plymouth Bourne Boston West Ti~uiy Amherst

Sandwich Bridgewater Mashpee Edgartown W rentham

Municipality
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On a per capita deficiency basis, the high is $1,369 for the Town of

Mount Washington; the low is $0.004 for the City of Brockton, and the

median is the Town of Montgomery at $9.04 per capita. See FIGURE

THREE for the 10 cities and towns with the highest per capita impact
over the period.

0

1500

1000

500

0

Figure 3

FY 1989 — FY 1995

PER CAPITA IMPACT OF UNDERFUNDING
M.G.L c.58 REIMBURSEMENFS

The remainder of this section analyzes two distinct periods of

PILOT program administration since FY 1987 when the PILOT pro

gram was last funded according to the statutory formula: FY 1988-FY

1992, the period when PILOT reimbursements were consolidated into a

local aid distribution account; and the FY 1993 - FY 1995 period when
a separate line item for PILOT was reinstituted but funded at approxi
mately 35% of the statutory formula amount.

MtW~shington WestThbuiy Wasbington Savoy H~wfey
Tofland (~osno~d Ols NewAshford Edgartown

Municipality
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Account Consolidation: FY1988 - FY1992

In FY 1988, state budget line item 1233-1000 for c.58 PILOT and

six smaller reimbursement account line items were eliminated. PILOT

funding was frozen at the FY .1987 level and was rolled into “Addi

tional Assistance”, one of the two largest local aid accounts. In FY

1993, a separate PILOT line item was reinstituted. The effect of con

solidating this specialized reimbursement account into Additional

Assistance is that municipal officials found it difficult to identify the

PILOT component of the consolidated account.

Account consolidation is an appropriate financial thechanism as

long as the commingled funds do not lose their ideñtit~ to the extent

that they cannot be reported by the accounting system. DLM’s review

of c.58 PILOT funding through this period indicates that consolidation,
in this case, decreased accountability. As a result, the commingled
reimbursement accounts are not always distinguishable from state

funding that cities and towns receive under local aid formulas. DLM’s

review of the data indicates that funding levels are not predictable even

when local aid increased as it did in FY 1988. When local aid did not

increase (FY 1989-1992) many cities and towns received no Additional
•

Assistance, and therefore, no c.58 PILOT funding.

Local Aid during the middle to late 1980s was subject to allocation

and reallocation by two complicated formulas which tended to benefit

larger municipalities. The influence of these fdrmulas over a number of

years when local aid increased put more than one-half of c.58 PILOT-

eligible municipalities at a disadvantage when the state’s financial

condition required reductions in local aid from FY 1989 to FY 1992. A

review of the data reveals that larger cities and towns tended to con

tinue receiving distributions under the consolidated Additional Assis

tance account at a level which exceeded their PILOT entitlement.

Smaller municipalities tended to receive either no Additional Assistance

funding or funding that was less than their annual formula PILOT

entitlement during this period.

In the aggregate for 265 cities and towns hosting c.58 state- owned

land over the period of FY 1989 through FY 1992:

• 46%
,
on average, received no Additional Assistance, and therefore

no funding for c.58 PILOT. The median population of this group

of municipalities in FY 1992 is 5,838.
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ADDITiONAL ASSSTANCEFUNOING

265 PILOT MUNICIPALITIES

FY 1988 — FY 1992

FISCAL

YEAR

NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER % RECEIVING

RECEIVING RECEIVING RECEIVING EITHER SO OR

AWITiONAL $0 AWITIONAL AWIJ’IONAL

ASSISTANCE ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE ASSISTANCE

GREA TER THAN ASSISTANCE BUT LESS THAN LESS THAN

OR EQUAL TO FYI987PILOT FYIQS7PILOT

PILOT

I 120 32

I 120 32

MEDIAN POPULATION

(1Y1992) 12,628

NOTE Additional Auistan~ indudesThe P OTAconuat Plus SixOd,er Rcimh~rrmentAconunu

And Pesoluton Aid In E~uOf c.70 Sd,00L Aid.

I Of $62.1 million intended for c.58 PILOT during the period FY

1989 - FY 1992 only $38.9 million in distributions to cities and

towns can be documented. Therefore, DLM estimates that the

PILOT reimbursement deficiency is $23.2 million during this

period. The $23.2 million deficiency finding is based on an as

sumption that the PILOT component of Additional Assistance was
either fully or partially funded except when a municipality’s Addi
tional Assistance funding equals zero.

U 12%
,
on average ,

received some Additional Assistance but less

than their FY 1987 PILOT entitlement under c.58. Median popula
tion FY 1992 = 1,485.

U 42%
,
on average ,

received Additional Assistance in excess of their

FY 1987 PILOT amount. Median population of this group ofcities

and towns in FY 1992 12,628 (See FIGURE FOUR).

Figti. 4

1989

1990

1991 I 118 ~ 34

1992 I 85 ~ 29

PERCENTOF TOTAL 42% 46%

5,838

12%

1 .485
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• The influence of local aid formulas in the middle to late 1 980s

resulted in inequitable compensation for c.58 PILOT when cuts in

local aid were required between FY 1989 and FY 1992. Generally,
small towns were most severely affected.

• Consolidation of the PILOT line item into Additional Assistanee

redu~ed the accountability, of c.58 funding making it difficult to

identify and monitor the appropriation.

Pilot Underfunding: FY1993 - FY 1995

Since FY 1993, when PILOT was restored to a separate line item,

(0611-5510), all eligible cities and towns receive a separate distribution

on the cherry sheet for c.58 PILOT. However, because the $6.5 million

annual appropriation for PILOT during this period is only 35% of

approximately $18 million dollars required each year by G.L. c.58 s. 17,

each municipality receives a prorated share of its statutory formula

amount from the new PILOT line item.

• Over the period, the PILOT line item was underfunded relative to

the statutory formula by $35.3 million. The statutory formula

required PILOT reimbursements of $54.8 millions, but only $19.5

million was appropriated for this purpose.

• Each of the 284 c.58 PILOT eligible cities and towns receive the

same prorated share - approximately 35% of their statutory entitle

ment over the period.

As stated in the previous section,during account consolidation

funding for Additional Assistance was completely eliminated for 46%

of municipalities with c.58 state land. Therefore,it is clear that these

cities and towns (122 per year on average) received no PILOT funding.
The remaining cities and towns whose Additional Assistance account

was not eliminated appear to have received some or all of their PILOT

entitlement during this period.

DLM addressed the question of whether a municipality’s balance

remaining in Additional Assistance at the end of account consolidation

should be added to distributions from the new PILOT line item. When

estimating PILOT funding and deficiencies from FY 1993 to present,
DLM’s judgement was that it would be more appropriate to exclude

these amounts from our findings. Our view is that the $6.5 million

9



appropriation was intended to end the inequities and confusion created

by account consolidation, and to begin a period when each city and

town would receive an equal proportion of available PILOT revenues.

Had the residual PILOT component of Additional Assistance been

included in our analysis, the statewide deficiency would have been

lower, but the contrast in funding levels between large and small mu

nicipalities would have been even more pronounced. Using this alter

nate methodology, the deficiency over the FY 1989 - FY 1995 period
would be $33.5 million rather than the $58.5 million finding shown in

FIGURE ONE. However, DLM found that a group of 207 mostly
smaller municipalities shared a $4 1.3 million deficienc~’, whereas 73

mostly larger cities and towns shared a $7.8 million surplus in addition

to receiving their c.58 statutory entitlements over the period (3 munici

palities received 100%). The resulting $33.5 million deficiency for the

group as a whole, although smaller, highlights the inequities to a

greater degree than the methodology used by DLM.

APPENDIX B contains FY 1994 acreage and valuation statistics

related to c. 58 for each city and town hosting state-owned land. The

statutory formula and actual funding amounts are also presented, as

well as the total and per capita deficiency in PILOT payments for each

municipality.

Graphs showing the top 10 municipalities based on total impact
(FIGURE FIVE) and per capita impact (FIGURE SIX) for FY 1994

appear on the following page. APPENDIX C presents a ranking based

on FY 1989 - FY 1995 total impact and per capita impact for 284

cities and towns.
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F$GURE5

STATUTORY FUNDING (M.G.L c.58) COMPARED TO

ACTUAL FUNDING — FY 1994

Thousands of Dollars
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FIGURE 6

Statutory Funding Per Capita (M.G.L c. 58) Compared To

Actual Funding Per Capita
FY 1994
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VALUATION OF c.58 STATE-OWNED LAND

Under c.58, ss.13-17, the PILOT amount due each municipality is

calculated by applying an equalized (statewide) property tax rate to the fair

cash value of the land only, as determined by the Department of Revenue

(DOR). The value of buildings and other improvements is statutorily
excluded from DOR’s assessment of c.58 state property. The valuations are

based on an appraisal conducted every five years by DOR. Municipalities
aggrieved by DOR’s determination of value may ask the Appellate Tax

Board to determine the value. The FY 1994 c.58 formulais shown below.

FY 1994 c.58 PILoT FomiuL&

Valuation Statewide Tax Rate PiLOT Amount

$1.565 Billion x $11.74 per $1,000 = $18.37 Million

Chapter 58 state-owned land was last appraised in 1985. The FY 1991

state budget (St 1990, c.150, s.131) relieved DOR of the duty to conduct

the 1990 revaluation by suspending the applicability of c.58, ss. 13 through
17B. For FY 1993

,
when partial funding was restored to the PILOT

account as a separate line item, DOR adjusted 1985 land values in propor
tion to the overall valuation increase of each affected municipality. These

adjusted values became part of the PILOT funding formula for fiscal years

1993, 1994 and 1995. By June 1995 DOR must determine the fair cash

value of c.58 land based on an appraisal process. The new values will

become part of the FY 1996 PILOT statutory funding formula.

c.58 State-Owned Land Statistics

• In FY 1987, there were 265 cities and towns with state-owned land

subject to c.58 payments in lieu of taxes. In FY 1995 there are 284.

• The total land area of c.58 state property is 357,000 acres, or 558

square miles. This is an area a little larger than all of Bristol County, or

7% of Massachusetts land area.
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DCPO’s Inventory of c.58 state property lists 768 parcels.

~ The current estimated fair cash value of c.58 state-owned property

(land only) is $1.56 billion dollars. A revaluation is planned for FY

1995.

• The average valuation of all c.58 state-owned land is $4,387/acre.

• Acreage and value data for each county is listed below.

State Owned State Owned State Owned

Land (Acres) Value Value Per

County c.58 FY 94
-

Acre FY 94

Bamstable 25,123 $ 236,464,792 S 9,412

Berkshire 107,700 92,567,410 859

Bristol 17,428 99,468,126 5,707

Dukes 4,567 60,138,700 13,167

Essex 15,243 126,673,838 8,311

Franklin 47,065 33,983,449 722

Haxnpden 16,464 42,035,261 2,553

Hampshire 22,056 81,613,500 3,700

Middlesex 18,989 316,721,989 16,679

Nantucket 150 9,044,562 60,169

Norfolk 6,740 95,909,000 14,230

Plymouth 22,455 143,900,229 6,408

Suffolk 328 67,502,700 205,964

Worcester 52,439 158,963,055 3,031

TOTALS 356,747 $ 1,564,986,611

AVERAGE 25,482 111,784,758 4,387

MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND TAx REVENUE IMPACTS

Underfunding of the PILOT program has a diverse impact on

municipal budgets and on local property tax rates. Cities and towns can

offset deficiencies in state funding such as c.58 PILOT by either raising
taxes if excess levy capacity is available, overriding Proposition 2 1/2,
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increasing local receipts, cutting municipal services, or any combination

of the four.

The Town of Bourne, the municipality with the highest FY 1994

total dollar PILOT impact has 10,790 acres of state-owned land, which

is assessed at $85 million. Based on these figures, the c. 58 formula

calls for $998,000 in PILOT funding for FY 1994. However, Bourne

received only $353,000. The PILOT deficiency of $665,000 on a per

capita basis is $40.15. DLM did not attempt to determine the impact on

property tax rates for each affected municipality because of the many

factors other than PILOT involved in setting these rates. However,

Bourne’s town accountant estimates that the impact of the $665,000

deficiency represents $50 on the average tax bill, and almost 4% of

Bourne’s FY 1994 total property tax levy. Bourne’s selectmen also

made DLM aware of the atypically high cost of municipal services that

are provided to the Massachusetts Military Reservation by the Town of

Bourne. For example ,
the Town receives federal funding for educating

dependents of military and Coast Guard personnel, but the federal

money amounts to less than one-half of the Town’s average per pupil
cost.

In cities and toWns with larger populations, per capita and tax rate

analysis tends to understate the impact of PILOT underfiinding. For

example, the per capita impact of Boston’s FY 1994 PILOT deficiency
of $442,000 is 77 cents, and represents less than 1% of Boston’s prop

erty tax levy. However, $442,000 is a significant amount of money,
even for the capital city. Ten municipalities had a FY 1994 PILOT

• deficiency of over $250,000.

In less populous towns, the total dollar deficiency tends to be

smaller because the assessed value of land tends to be lower in rural

areas. For example, the Commonwealth owns 7,687 acres of land in the

Town of Mount Washington--almost 54% of the entire town. However,
in contrast to the value of state-owned land in Bourne, ($7,879/acre) or

Boston ($189,334/acre), the assessed value of state property in Mount

Washington is $582/acre. Although Mount Washington’s FY 1994

PILOT deficiency of $33,940 ranks number 77 out of 282 municipali
ties, its small population results in a per capita impact of $251, the

highest in the state. The $33,940 PILOT deficiency equals 19% of

Mount Washington’s total property tax levy.

14



CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The impact of tax-exempt property on municipal finance is not a

new problem for cities and towns. This complex and controversial issue

has been raised many times over the years by both small towns .and

large cities. Taxpayers of municipalities with large tracts of forest and

park land feel that they shoulder more of the burden of tax-exempt

status than other cities and towns. Leaders of cities serving as regional
centers of government, education, and medicine contend that they are

not adequately compensated for the cost impact of both public and

private tax-exempt property. Boston, for example, points out that about

one-half its land area and assessed value is exempt from property
taxation.

In addition to the financial impact of state-owned land, state facili

ties are not always good neighbors. A 1993 review of environmental

problems at state facilities has identified over 1,300 instances of non

compliance with state public health, environmental and worker safety
requirements. This review by the Clean State Council, created by
Executive Order 350, also resulted in 232 state properties being classi

fied as contaminated sites in need of G.L. c.21E, hazardous waste

cleanup.

This report attempts to point out the importance of fully compensat
ing cities and towns for the financial impacts of c.58 state-owned-land.

There are other issues that are not addressed in this report: the G. L.

c.59 PILOT program used to compensate cities and towns for watershed

protection land; the Watershed Protection Act’s (St. 1992 c.36) impact
on private property values; and the property tax revenue impact of state

policies to restrict development and preserve open space.

Municipalities hosting c.58 state-owned property are affected by
the state’s land use, environmental, taxation, and local aid policies.
Further study of how these policies impact the costs and benefits of

state-owned-land is recommended. The goal should be to develop and

evaluate new reimbursement policies for state-owned land impacts.
Until a new policy is developed, an increase in the c.58 PILOT appro

priation will alleviate the financial impact of state-owned lands on

Massachusetts cities and towns detailed in this report.
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APiENDIX A

ESTIMATED PILOT PA YMENTS & DEFICIENCIES FOR STATE OWNED LAND FY 1989 - FY 1995
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: November 10, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Town Manager’s Office

SUBJECT: PACKET

Because of our unavailability due to a host of circumstances

including all-day budget meetings and scheduled meetings with

the computer vendors and the shortened week, the tipacketli
includes only those items that have had a cursory review and no

action yet taken by Don.

On a better note, today by telephone, the DOR gave a

“Preliminary OK” to move forward with the Nov. 22 Classification

Hearing. The notice has been placed in the newspaper.

Christine



MEMORANDUM

10 November 1994

From: FDH

To: Board of Selectmen

Subject: Rosen Route 2 shopping center neighborhood meeting

1. Mr. Rosen and his proposed Route 2 shopping center development
team met last night with about 40 members of the Southeast Acton

neighborhood in the high school cafeteria. Apparently about 20

homes on Brucewood had been circularized concerning the meeting.
However, people from a much wider area attended, many, like myself,
having been alerted by telephone calls from those who did receive

the circular.

2. Mr. Rosen and his engineer purported to be seeking to find out

what the neighbors concerns might be about the proposed shopping
center to be built on the auto auction site. However, most present
quickly came to the opinion that they were not receiving forthright
answers to the many questions with which they continually
interrupted the attempted presentations. For example Mr. Rosen and

his engineer were repeatedly asked how much new traffic that

purposed center would develop and continually attempted to evade

the issue, not providing any numbers, saying that their study was

not yet complete and they wished to be absolutely accurate before

responding. As you know, there are readily available traffic

manual projection figures, based on store types and square
footages. Finally one of the neighbors who is knowledgeable in

that area offered his figures, the Rosen people did not challenge
them, and Mr. Rosen then admitted that he knew the traffic

projections would (and did) sound frightening.

3. I spoke at some length several times, attempting to provide
the Rosen team a punch list of problems that they must address in

coming before the Selectmen, first and foremost being avoidance of

further isolating Southeast Acton from the rest of town, correcting
the impression they were giving that they had a “done deal” with

“the Town”, pointing out that once a zoning change was made in
their favor that the project could not be stopped in the special
permitting process as had been suggested, noting that any sewerage
capacity offered the town would benefit another neighborhood, not

the directly impacted neighborhoods and that the town would have to

raise the money to get the pipe to their site, and pointing out

(poorly I am afraid) that little or no individual citizen tax

relief was involved. Jim Lee from the Planning Board also spoke.
We both discussed some of the political realities in town and in

regard to the State Highway problems and the Corridor Advisory
Committee process. My sense was that our citizens were glad some

of their officials were present and could provide useful

1
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information. The persons present were all invited to the Rosen

Planning Board presentation scheduled for November 14th and the

Selectmen appointment for November 22nd. I said that I hoped that

the Rosen presentation before this Board would attempt to answer

the many questions posed during this meeting.

4. After about an hour or so of attempted and interrupted
presentations, the developer and his associates lost all semblance

of control of the meeting. While Mr. Rosen and his associates

looked on speechlessly the assembled group of citizens turned

inward and openly began to organize themselves as an opposition
group, with an avowed intent to emulate the recent Adams Street

opposition to affordable housing. Herbert Kablokoff (sp?) of the
Finance Cerninit~ee wa~ U~ 1~uUin9 voice in tnat regara. Of course,
I stood aside from those activities, but I was fascinated to watch

the crystallization of a grass roots movement in the very presence
of its target.

5. After the meeting broke up Mr. Rosen and Attorney Levine came

over and spoke privately with me for some time. I told them that

it was my judgment that their shopping center proposal was a non-

starter as presently proposed, and that as a minimum they need to

be able to offer grade separated access off Route 2 and not steal

what remains of the Hosmer Street access to our neighborhood. Mr.

Rosen seemed to feel that he had run into a real. stumbling block,
that the development economically could not support such access,

but said that he would restudy the whole matter before November

22nd. 1 then spoke with a small group of the neighbors who had

patiently waited for me so they could express their apprehensions.

6. My overall feeling is that the Rosen proposal is still very

vague, that he is attempting to take community soundings without

spending much money on a detailed development plan. I also feel

that the proposed development poses the largest potential change in
character of Acton that has been proposed in my memory. It

therefore merits the most detailed attention from all the staff and

boards. I would hope that staff will be most careful not to give
the impression that “the town” has yet in any manner approved this

development proposal.

7. As the matter stands proposed~%’t p4’sent, I am strongly
opposed to the Rosen development. / j /

...,,7 ,—

/ I/~
HUNTER

Copy to: Town Manager /7
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ACTON HOUSING AUTHORITY

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 19, 1994, 7;30 pm, 68

Windsor Avenue, Acton, Ma.

Attendance: Peter Berry, Tom Dill, John Noun, Jean Schoch. Linda

Colby, Ann Hosmer, Naomi McManus/Acton Housing Authority

Absent: Barbara Yates

1). Tom Dill, Chairman, called the Regular Meeting to order at

7:30 pm.

2). John Noun moved that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of

August 15, 1994 be approved. Peter Berry seconded the thotion and

all members voted in favor.

3). Peter Berry moved that Vouchers # 19 in the amount of

$133,731.30 and Voucher # 20 in the amount of $145,660.81 be

approved. John Noun seconded the motion and all members voted in

favor.

4). Executive Director’s Report

A). A request from Dr. Donald to use the Community Room for

the Friends of the Disabled was noted. The Board granted
permission based on the fact that residents of Windsor Green

could also attend, the request was for one time only and that a

Community Room Release form would be completed by Dr. Donald. It

was also noted that the original meetings of the Friends were

held in the Windsor Green’s community building in years past.

B). The Executive Director informed the Board that the family
of Doli Atamian has agreed to allowing the Authority to name the

Summer Campership Program after Doli. It was the sense of those

present that a formal Press Release will be done In February of

‘95.

C) .
The Board was asked to provide written comments to the

Town Planner regarding a draft plan of the South Acton Village.

D). A discussion followed regarding the paid administrative

leave of the Executive Director at Concord Housing Authority.

E). The Board reviewed the Authority’s Resident Preference f or

Tenant Selection in the Section 8 Program. A letter outlining the

Authority’s use of the Resadent Preference was submitted to

HUD’s Fair Housing. The Board previously adopted a resident

preference when they voted to approve the Section 8

Adm~n~strat~ve Plan.

F) .
NAHRO’s draft of a DMH/ LHA agreement was reviewed and

discussed.



0). The Executive Director updated the Board on the status of

Acton Woods and the Selectmen’s endorsement of the project’s
Local Initiative Application. The Board reviewed their vote to

grant Acton Woods an easement and a sewer tie—in to Mccarthy
Village. The Board discussed the vote had been based on the fact

that the proposed ACTON Woods development would not adversely

impact the Authority’s ability to develop the remainder of the

McCarhty Village site in the future, i.e. sewer capacity -of

existing lines.

H). The E.D. reviewed the proposed Section 8 Utility Schedule

effective October 1994.
-

Jean Schoch moved that the Board approve the new Section 8

Utility Schedule effective October ‘94. Peter Berry se~onded the

motion and all members voted to approve.

5). Old Business

The Executive Director reviewed the increase in Warren Security’s
original contract for the installation of the Fire Panel. Ms

McManus reminded the Board that the original contract was for

3850.00 but that price changed due to the need to install new

strobe lights and horns. She pointed out that the increase for

new strobes and horns, $3400.00 a total of $7000.00 was still

under Day Electric’s proposal.

John Noun moved that the Board’s telephone authorization to allow

the Executive Director to sign a new contract with Warren

Security for the amount of $7000.00 be formally adopted into the

Minutes of this Regular Meeting. Jean Schoch seconded the motion

and all members voted in favor.

B). Board reviewed the State Auditor’s draft Report. The E.D.

informed the Board that she had sent a copy to the Authority’s
Fee Accountant and that the Fee Accountant was satisfied with the

report.

6) .
New Business

The Executive Director recommended that the Authority submit a

letter to HUD requesting funds to pay FSS Coordinator for 35

hours a week. The position would be funded by HUD for one year at

$12.00 an hour with benefits. The Board agreed with the E.D.’s

recommendation.

7). Adjournment at 9:30 pm.

8) .
Next Regular Meeting was scheduled for October 3, 1994 at

7:30 pm.

Resn ~tfullv c~ihmitted,

!aomi E
.
McManus

Executive Director



REC~]VED & FILED

Kelley’s Corner Planning Committee z~r ‘~=-‘, r ~

Minutes of Meeting 10131/94.

Richard Croswell called the meeting to order at 7:31 am in room 204 of Acton Town

Hall. Members in attendance were: Richard Croswell (Chair); Alan Berko; Jean

Butler; Anne Fanton; Wayne Friedriths; Arthur Gagne; Joan Meyer; Bob Pantzer;
John Pavan; Jon Samuels; Peg Sestrich; Ken Sundberg; Robin Talkowski; Nancy
Tavemier; Micki Williams, and Paula Wright. Also present were Roland Barti and

Donna Jacobs, Planning Dept., Clifford Rosen and team from Rosen Assoc.

including Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. and D’Agostine, Levine & Gordon, and

approximately 25 citizens/observers.

I. The minutes of the 9/29194 meeting were presented. R. Croswell spelled out

that under Item II the Planning Dept. was doing the traffic trip numbers and as

much of the traffic studies as possible in order to reduce the efforts required
by the consultant.

He also clarified Item V regarding Donelan’s as having been included in

Kelley’s Corner but the plan at this time is to not address the adjacent
intersection. Arthur Gagne moved to accept the modified minutes, seconded

by Nancy Tavernier. Vote carried unanimously.

II. The RFP for a consultant was presented by Roland Bartl. The RFP has been

advertised in the Boston Globe and we are getting responses. Roland pointed
out that the Board of Selectmen voted to approve the use of the remainder of

the Middlesex Savings Bank gift of $9,150. This brings the proposal max

amount to $42,800 ($23,650 State, $10,000 Acton, $9,150 MSB).

There will be a pre-selection meeting for persons interested in responding to

the RFP on November 8th at 2:00 pm in room 204 of Acton Town Hall. Roland

pointed out that the RFP falls under State law Ch.30B where the reviews must

follow strict guidelines with preset criteria. The Selection Committee has been

appointed by the Town Manager and will review the RFPs and score them

based on criteria established in the RFP. Under Ch.30B the committee will

make a recommendation to the Town Manager who makes the selection

based upon Ch. 30B requirements. Roland encouraged committee members,

especially selection committee members, to attend the meeting on 11/8/94.

Arthur Gagne questioned the effect of Ch.30B on our time schedule. Roland

said it would have no major effect.

Ill. Donna Jacobs presented the revised Time Line. Roland expects everything to

be back on schedule by March with the design charette taking place in

February as originally planned.

I



IV. Robin Talkowski reported on the efforts of the subcommittee planning the goal
setting meeting. Goal setting meeting is now tentatively scheduled for January
11, 1995, (snow date 13th) meeting at 7:30 pm lasting until 10:00pm. Moved

by Micki Williams, seconded by Arthur Gagne. Voted unanimously.

The meeting design will present a 30 minute overview which will Include time

schedules, maps, slides, items that fall under the Town’s control (e.g. signage,
zoning, etc.) and economics.

Meeting publicity will be handled by Alan Berko.

Anne Fanton will provide to Jean Butler suggested questions for the

transportation issues with the Rte. 2 CAC.

John Pavan suggested the presentation at Meeting include aerial photographs
if possible.

V. Rosen Associates’ Clifford Rosen and team gave a presentation on their plans
for the potential development of the Auto Auction property on Rte. 2. Since

this is only in the proposal stag many details are T.B.D.

Highlights:
Sewerage Rosen will build a 200,000 gallon per day treatment

facility and use approximately 25,000 for the 355,000

sq.ft. shopping center. The remainder can be used to

service the 170,000 gallons per day required by Kelley’s
Corner, South Acton and the schools.

Neighborhoods Rosen expects to coordinate with the neighbors and

address their concerns. He suggested a neighborhood
group or committee.

Community Rosen expects to communicate with Town departments
(e.g. School Committee).

Traffic Rosen’s present plan calls for an east to west turnaround

on Rte. 2, west of School St. and an “increased capacity”
(?) plan for Piper Rd./Rte.2. This topic generated the

most comments or questions which follow:

A.G. The turnaround is very dangerous especially with no

signal planned.

A.F. Explained Rte.2 CAC and asked Rosen if her had talked

with State regarding Rte. 2 safety issues. Pointed out
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that Rosen must present this to State as a development
proposal and when it is presented it must be pointed our

that the proposal does not presently have Acton’s

endorsement.

J.P. Concerned about access and visibility.

R.T. Concerned about safety issues at Rte. 111 and Piper Rd.

M.W. Does plan include connection from shopping center to

Piper Rd? Rosen said “No”. Will traffic access the

neighborhood through Hosmer St?

J.B. Proposed roadway design changes to be designed, built

and implemented by Rosen.

N.T. Additional service road not planned.

J.B. Concerned about overall traffic impact.

A.F. Wanted to know if demographics available on types of

stores. Pointed out our Committee goal is to improve
Kelley4s Corner. Rosen stated no firm information about

tenants will be available before town meeting.

A.G. Concerned about wastewater effect on environment.

R.T. Concern over school pedestrian traffic to shopping
center.

K.S. Aesthetics of shopping center vs. Auto Auction. Rosen

replied his plan is “ten times better~’. Landscaping and

lighting to be neighbor friendly.

J.B. Detention basins will be replaced by Rosen.

R. B. Market studies have been done by potential Rosen

tenants. He has much interest.

J. B. Asked about similar projects,. Closest is Sports
Authority, Manchester NH (off Willow St.)

M.W. Asked about Wal-Mart. Rosen said not presently a

potential tenant.

3



Additionally Rosen stated the wastewater treatment plant “would cost

the Town about $6,000,000”. Rosen would also contribute “some

amount of $ to the area.” The shopping center “would expect to pay

$500,000 to $700,000 in real estate tax”.

Rosen also suggested naming a “point person” from the committee to

maintain communications.

VI. Agenda items for next meeting:

1. Appoint “point person” to Rosen Assoc.

2. Draft letter to Selectmen and Planning Board

3. Discuss Rosen plan vs. our plan especially regarding
long term.

4. Review questions proposed for goal setting meeting.

9:17 am meeting adjourned.

4
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION • • • • •

Acton Board of Health• Telephone 508-264-9634 • Fax 508-264-9635

November 8, 1994

TO: Don Johnson, Town Manag
-

FROM: Doug Halley, Health Directo

SUBJECT: Board of Health - Mosquito Control Policy

Enclosed with this memo is a draft copy of the Board of Health’s proposed

Mosquito Control Policy. The Board after consideration of all available documentation

and the input of residents from several public hearings are nearing consensus on a

proposed policy. The intent of the Board is to finalize the policy at their November 21st

meeting. After the policy has been approved it will be submitted to the Board of

Selectmen. Hopefully the policy will assist the Board of Selectmen as they develop

priorities for the Fiscal Year 96 budget.
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L Risks to the Public Health

1. Common sense indicates that a mosquito control program which reduces the

population of mosquitoes that bite people will therefore reduce the probability of

people contracting mosquito borne diseases, However, correlating the effect of a

mosquito control program and the reduction of risk from mosquito borne disease is

nor possible without continuously measuring several variables; including:

a) The effectiveness of the control program at any given application,
b) The concentration of the disease in the mosquito population,
c) The current point in the breeding cycle of inf~ct~d mosquitoes,
d) The probability of disease transmission from mosquito
e) The length of time the average person is iuitoes,
f) The average state of disease immunity

the Board can

in risk from

other than it is probably

In the Board’s ~normal” (i.e. no outbreak of mosquito borne disease)
circumstances, both

~~ and the risks cited above are probably very small,
and approximately candbY each other, Therefore, under normal circumstances,
mosquito control programs at the Town level are not necessary to protect the public
health, and are approximately health-neutral in their overall effect on the

population.

Pactors which influenced this policy are:

a) The primary mosquito-borne disease which threatens the public health is

Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EBE).
b) There have been only 35 reported additional cases of EEE since the initial

outbreak in 1934.

C) Acton is outside the high risk area for EEE as defined by the State Department of

Public Health.

2. In the case that BEE or another detrimental mosquito borne disease is identified in

the human or animal population, or the State issues a warning to communities

Town~ of Acton - Board of health

Mosquito Control PoJicy ..State~ent

bite,

None of these variables is currently
not determine what benefit the Town

mosquito borne disease due to a

positive.

Counterbalancing this

the control program itself may
include:

a) The control

of application,
duration) •~

the control

b) Accident

resulting in

ally unmeasurable risk that

Variables to this risk

the frequency and concentration

environment, and the contact (route and

iture time it may be shown that exposure to

problems even at approved doses.

result in unpJanned releases of control agents
levels.

Draft Working Copy November 4, 1994 Page 1
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including Acton, or any other circumstances which indicate an increased risk to

humans from mosquito borne disease; then indeed there may be substantial benefit to

the public health from a mosquito control program. In such circumstances this

entire policy may be suspended or modified by the then constituted Board of Health as

necessary to mitigate the risk.

3. This policy is subordinate to all mosquito control laws, regulations, policies,
programs or directives from the State or Federal Governments.

II Mosquito Cogtrol Programs

1) If the Town implements a mosquito control program for the purpose of abating the

nuisance of biting mosquitoes, the Board recommends the following:

a) Integrated Pest Management (1PM) techniques are generally the most effective,
and present the least risk to the public health. of program, similar to that

conducted by the South Middlesex Mosquito C ntrt4 Distri t, is preferred by the Board

from a public health standpoint. 1PM tech u, i~cludèNsource reduction and

larviciding with occasional as required ad Iti ‘N
-

Factors influencing this policy are:

a) Source reduction (clearing brook~.’1ii~h\bas s o standing water, etc.) poses
no impact to human health, has 9r6 1greatest’s4mp t i terms of reducing
mosquitoes, and is long lasting. / N
b) L.arviciding is applied to ~n y’�qrwa9’p which are not human habitable.

Exposure of the community fro )h l1r4id~Agr.4ent is minimal. Larviciding
agents which are already,4lsqiit in \the -thvjfonment (example: BTi) are

available. N
c) Adulticiding.6ily ~k’~eWre reduces both the frequency and geographic area

exposed to ,the adtil4çidin~ cheinic
.

Areas chosen for application of adulticides

are based/on easureihq~ts \~f e isance mosquito population in that area.

2) If a mos~iizo c trol proIramj is desired by the Town, but the program described

in Paragraph 1 kbove an nut bft implemented for some reason, then the Board

recommends that ‘Ihe T imjiement a program with these elements in priority
order: Source reduc’hQ)~t, ~ciding, adulticiding, These elements are presented in

priority order not only n enns of their health risks to the population, but their

effectiveness at reducing the mosquito population.

3) If the Town chooses to implement an adulticiding program only, this is the Board’s

least preferred option. The reason why this is least preferred is it exposes large
numbers of people to a pesticide without knowing the need or effectiveness of the

application. Also, while the Board has not developed any convincing evidence that

any approved mosquito adulticides are harmful to health at approved application
rates, conventional wisdom dictates that exposure to synthetic chemicals should be

kept as low as possible. While this is the Board’s least preferred option, the Board still

considers any program that uses a registered pesticide at approved application rates

acceptable.

4) Any mosquito control program should include provisions for public notice prior to

the application of any pesticides.

Draft Working Copy - November 4, 1994 Page 2
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5) The Board of Health should take an active role in informing and educating the

community regarding the health consequences of any mosquito control program.

Draft Working Copy - November 4, 1994 Page 3
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William F Weld

Governor

Argeo Paul Cellucci

Lieutenant Governor

James J. Kerasiotes

Secretary and MBTA Chairman

Dear Chief Robinson,

The MBTA often receives calls ‘from various police departments
regarding the malfunction of grade crossing warning systems or

devices within their jurisdiction. The following information will

help your officers distinguish between a true malfunction and

normal operation.

The MBTA has been improving safety at railroad grade crossings
by installing crossing warning systems that are designed to predict
the speed of an oncoming train. This speed prediction provides a

constant warning time for gate activation and train arrival at the

crossing. These types of warning systems are presently installed

at the following public railroad crossings within your city or

town

Martin Street

Central Street

Massachusetts Ave

Arlington Street

Central Street

The variables regarding this system involve train

acceleration, deceleration or stopping within the approach of the

crossing. Acceleration or deceleration within the approach will

cause a slight variation in the warning time (plus or minus 1-5

seconds). If a train make’s a complete stop within the approach,
the crossing circuitry will time out and the gates will go up which

will then allow auto traffic to proceed while the train is stopped.

When the train begins to move the gates, lights and bells will

again activate. The railroad operating rules do not allow the

train to proceed across the crossing until the gates are fully
horizontal and the crossing is known to be clear of obstructions.

The time out feature is common at grade crossings near stations

where stopping time for passenger loading and unloading may take

from 1—2 minutes.

Some common malfunctions at grade crossings would be

identified, as:

1. Gates being down for more than 2 minutes without trains

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority

pOZ:30 ~M

John J. Haley, Jr.

General Manager

November 4, 1994

Chief George Robinson

Chief of Police

P.O. Box 212

Acton, MA 01720

Town M

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, Ten Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116-3974
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Chief Robinson

November 4, 1994

Page 2

in sight.
2. Broken gates.
3. Bouncing gates.
4. Multiple gate lights burnt out.

In closing, we would encourage your officers to report
malfunctions at grade crossings so th~at the travelling public can

be protected both on the rail and highway as well as allowing
repairs to be made in a timely manner. The number for reporting a

malfunction is (617) 722—3628. If you require further assistance

or information, please contact our Engineering Officer, Signals and

Communications at (617) 722—6177.

Sincerely,

William A. Mac onald

Chief Engineering and

Maintenance Officer

WAN/DFS:kld
cc: D.F. Shay



OFFICE OF THE

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
20FOSTERSTREET~P.O.BOX 1305

LITrLETON. MASSACHUSETFS 0j4~0

(508) 952-2311

November 9, 1994

Mr. John Haley
General Manager
Massachusetts Bay TransportationAuthority
Ten Park Plaza

Boston, MA 02116

RE: Location of Regional Park and Ride Station at Littleton

Dear Mr. Haley,

The Board of Selectmen, Town of Littleton, has received copies of letters from the

offices of Board of Selectmen, Town of Concord and Town of Acton, proposing the location of a

regional park and ride station in Littleton.

Kindly be informed that neither the Board of Selectmen, Town of Concord, or Board of

Selectmen, Town of Acton has consulted with the Town of Littleton this matter, and the opinions
and conclusions expressed are solely those of Concord and Acton.

Although Littleton recognizes improvements are necessary to upgrade commuter

services and eliminate traffic and parking congestion caused thereby, the Town of Littleton

reserves for itself alone the need to locate a regional station in Littleton; and not the Towns of

Concord or Acton, individually, jointly, or otherwise.

Sincerely,

~L((:) Lc~47~
PAUL J. TIERNAN, Chairman

Board of Selectmen

PJT:lk

cc: Board of Selectmen, Concord

Board of Selectmen, Acton~



Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
William F Weld Argeo Paul ~ellucci James J. Kerasiotes Jo/ui J. Haley, Jr.

Governor Lieutenant Governor Secretary and MBTA C’hairman General Manager

November 7, 1994

Norman D. Lake

Chairman

Board of Selectmen

Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Dear Mr. Lake:

Thank you for your letter concerning comments by the

Concord Board of Selectmen regarding Fitchburg Line

improvements.

I recently met with Hugh Lauer, MBTA Advisory Board

member, to consider this issue and I am currently in the

process of reviewing and discussing this document with the

appropriate Railroad Operations officials. When we have

completed the review, I will forward my recommendations to

John Haley, MBTA General Manager, and you should expect to

receive a letter from his office at that time.

Thank you so much for your interest in this matter and

your support for MBTA Coinniuter Rail service.

Sincerely,

9~a~i~
Joh A. dine

Ass stant General Manager
fo Railroad Operations

OH:mf

cc: J.J. Haley, Jr.

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, Ten Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116-3974



ACTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Library November 10, 1994

Douglas School 7:45 p.m.

AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER
8 i~4

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE j~\I
EDUCATION REPORT - Douglas Staff (15 mm.)

_____________________

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 13, 1994, and STATEMENT OF

WARRANT

III. CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION -

V. OLD BUSINESS

1. Further Discussion on More Site-Based Management (20 mm.)

2. Playground Safety Policy - First Reading (15 mm.)

VI. NEW BUSINESS

1. Acceptance of Gift from Merriam Mornings Program
2. FY’96 Budget Process: Guidelines and Calendar (10 mm.)

3. Acceptance of Friends of the Libraries Gift

VII. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1. New Date for Professional Development Day
2. Community Education Follow-up
3. Grant Update
4. Cotuint Crier

5. Conant Current Events

6. Gates Gazette

7. t4erriarn School Comrsic.uiity News
8. Enrollment Figures
9. McCarthy-Towne Bulletin

10. McCarthy-Towne Monthly Report
11. Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Lemaire

12. Letter from Claudia Abramson re: Art in Schools

13. Letter from McCarthy-Towne parents re: Transportation and Response
14. School Object Financial Report
15. Gates School Council Minutes

16. Douglas Digest

VIII. WARRANT DISCUSSION

IX. CONCERNS OF THE COMMITI’EE

X. NEXT MEETING - December 8, 7:45 p.m., Cortant School

Xl. ADjOURNMENT



3~1~1~ifrr ~upp1~j ~flt~trict nf Arthu

693 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE :~j~—~
P 0 BOX 953 ~ L.~ Li \‘~

TELEPHONE (508) 263-9107

ACTON, MAS~ACHUSEUS 01720

264-0148

COMMISSIONERS MEETING

WATER SUPPLY DISTRICT OF ACTON

HARL4.N TUTTLE BUILDING

693 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE

ACTON, MA 01720

NOVEMBER 14, 1994 -

AGENDA:

7:30 P.M. CALL TO ORDER

7:31 P.M. COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS AND OPEN DISCUSSION

ACCEPT MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 24, 1994

NEW BUSINESS

WARRANTS & COMMUNICATIONS

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT - ANNUAL REPORT

WARRANT ARTICLES ANNUAL MEETING - MARCH 15, 1995

EMERGENCY GENERATOR KENNEDY WELL

NEW METER PROGRAM

OLD BUSINESS

D.E.P. WATER WITHDRAWAL PERMIT

HOUSE BILL - CONANT LAND

GROWTH COMMITTEE - COMMISSIONER PARENTI

NEW OFFICE BUILDING

MANAGER’S EARLY RETIREMENT HOUSE BILL



2913 Cypress Bay Court

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Nóvèmber 7, 1994

Catherine Belbin

Town Clerk

Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

Dear Ms. Belbin,

It is with deep regret that I must hereby give you notice of my inability to fulfill my

termI as elected Library Trustee of the Acton Memorial Library, effective

immediately. This term was due to expire in April 1995.

As you can see from my address, we have had to relocate to Maryland due to a

change in my husband’s employment. I have enjoyed my tenure on the Board

and wish all future success to the Library and the Town. If you need any further

information I can be reached at 410-313-8549.

Sincerely,

SUsan M. Fingerman

cc: Ann Chang, President

Acton Memorial Library Board of Trustees



BOARD OF ASSESSORS

MINUTES

OCTOBER 24, 1994

1. The Board signed the following motor vehicle

commitments/warrants for FY 93 #30 and #31.

2. The Board signed the following motor vehicle

commitments/warrants for FY 94 #4 and #23.

3. The Greene real estate commitment/warrant for

rollback taxes, Clause 61A, was signed by the

Board.

4. The Board signed a letter stating their

acceptance of the net book value on locally
assessed utilities (Class 504).

5. The following personal property accounts were

abated by the Board.

The Center Store

Lawn Doctor

6. The Board agreed to abate property owned by
Clement Moritz at Wetherbee Street.

Attendance: James Kotanchik

Donald Rhude

Brian McMullen



ACTON SCHOOL COMMITIEE

MINUTES

Library
RJ Grey Junior High School

Members~ present: Micki Williams, Stephen Aronson, Jean Butler, Rick Sawyer,
Lees Stuntz

Also present: Isa Zimmerman, Bill Ryan, Nancy Koib, George Frost, citizens

and press

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by Micki Williams, Chairperson

MINUTES

The minutes of July 7, July 28 and August 22 were approved as presented.

CHAIRPERSON’S INTRODUCTION

The chairperson welcomed all those present and reviewed the agenda items to be

discussed.

WARRANTS

Warrant #94-104 in the amount of $1,221.69 and warrant #95-005 in the amount of

$39,412.28 were signed by the chairperson and circulated to the rest of the committee.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Debra Boisvert, parent, asked whether the early dismissal days in the 1994-95

calendar would count as full days and would be consistent with the number of

school days required by the state. Dr. Zimmerman said that she would look into it.

Marilyn Leeds, parent, asked when an explanation of the School Choice revenues

would be given. The chairperson said it would be on the October School Committee

meeting agenda.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Regional Action requiring Acton approval
a. Recommendation to Award Bread Bid

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To approve the administration’s recommendation to

award the bread bid for the 1994-95 school year to Bouyea
Fassetts Bread, Inc, 20 Colby Road, Manchester, NH.

b. Religious Observance Policy - First Reading
Dr. Zimmerman made changes in the policy after last week’s regional
committee meeting. The policy was shortened and is now a leaner,

conceptual statement. Several additional suggestions were made by the

committee. Dr. Zimmerman will send out the ‘second reading’ version a

week before the regional meeting for members’ review and comments, which

should be made before the meeting.
2. Performance Evaluation of the Superintendent

Lees Stuntz read the summary evaluation statement. Micki Williams briefly
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outlined the evaluation process and thanked Dr. Zimmerman for the work she

has done for the school systems this year.

3. MASC (Massachusetts Association of School Committees) Membership
It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED Not to join MASC this year.

Although members recognized the benefits of joining a peer group/state
organization with resources, it was felt that, due to the financial cutbacks, it was

not the best use of our funds at this time. A letter will be written to tell MASC of

this decision.

VI. New Business

1. Acceptance of PTO Gift to Conant School

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To accept, with gratitude, the gift of $3,1500 from the Conant

School PTO to that school for the purpose of providing. Spanish
language instruction to Conant students in grades K-2.

2. Acceptance of PTO Gift to Merriam School

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To accept, with gratitude, the gift of $12,000 from .the Merriam

School PTO to that school to fund eight classroom assistants from

September through November, 1994.

3. Waiver Application Approval
It was moved, seconded and unanimously
VOTED To approve the administration’s request to apply for a waiver for

Patricia Metcalf for the 1994-95 school year. She is becoming
certified in Early Childhood and is teaching kindergarten at

McCarthy-Towne.

VII. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Dr. Zimmerman referred to the following items:

Preliminary enrollment figures - we have 153 new students (1-6) since the

end of last year; kindergarten enrollment is 203. The net gain of new

students since last October 1 is 93.

Relating to the increased enrollment is the formation of a new committee

to address growth/space issues Anyone who would like to volunteer is

welcome to call Bill Ryan, who is heading up the committee. Experience
in demographics, statistics and town planning would be assets, and Bill

hopes some Boxborough residents will volunteer, as they have

experienced growth problems already. Micki noted that in the primary
grades we are already above the recommended class sizes. Lees was

concerned particularly about the large first grade class numbers.
• Personnel update - regarding new certified staff. information, Dr.

Zimmerman noted that, where possible, the educational philosophy
statements had been added.

• Pre-reading version of a playground safety policy - This will have a first
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reading in October. It will be distributed to the committee the week before

the meeting.

WARRANT DISCUSSION There were no questions.

CONCERNS OF THE COMMI1TEE

Steve Aronson remarked that George Frost’s appointment as interim

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum/Instruction and Personnel was

indicative of the strengths of the school system, i.e., the willingness on the part
of both administration and staff to take risks, and the depth of talent we have in

our staff.

NEXT MEETING October 13 at Gates School - 7:45 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah T. Lawton

Secretary



ACFON SCHOOL COMMITFEE

MINUTES

Ubrary
Gates School October 13, 1994

Members Present: Micki Williams, Stephen Aronson, Jean Butler,

Pamela Harting-Barrat, Rick Sawyer, Lees Stuntz

Also Present: Isa Zimmerman, Bill Ryan, George Frost, Nancy Kolb,

citizens and press

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by Micki Williams, chairperson.

The chairperson welcomed all those present and reviewed the agenda items to be

discussed.

MINUTES
-

The minutes of September 8, 1994 were approved as presented.

WARRANTS

Warrant #95-008 in the amount of $38,846.23 and warrant #94-107 in the amount of

$1,162.86 were signed by the chairperson and circulated to rest of the Committee.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

‘Debra Boisvert, citizen, commented on a recent Boston magazine article in which

the Acton/Acton-Boxborough per pupil expenditure figures were erroneous. Bill

Ryan said the correct figure for Acton is $4,752 (State average: $5,035) for 93-94. This

number has gone done from the previous year. Debra suggested we make this

information known.

‘Donna Miller, Gates parent. thanked the Committee for taking a tour of the Gates

playground/blacktop area to see what the needs are.

EDUCATION REPORT - Gates Staff

Jim Palavras, principal, introduced three faculty members who. are currently
teaching combination grade classes. The first combination class (grades 3/4) was

taught two years ago (and continues) by Sherrie Feinberg, largely as a response to a

space problem. Now there are three combination classes at Gates. Marguerite
Mazzone began teaching a 1/2 combination class last year and David Cimningham
is teaching a 5/6 class this year, which is challenge! Positive aspects of the

combination grades are: new dimension added; extension of the developmental
learning approach; older students (‘vets’) help younger ones ( ‘rookies’) and vice

versa; cooperative learning;~ cOnfidence aspect in older students; same

teacher/students for two years = trust! security built up; flexibility in scheduling,
curriculum. The downside is being able to “juggle all the plates.” Jim Palavras

showed several slides of these combination classes in action. The Committee

thanked the Gates staff for their report.
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OLD BUSINESS

1. Regional action requiring Acton approval:
a. Acceptance of School District Goals, 1994-95

It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To accept the School District Goals for 1994-95.

b. Approval of Holiday Observance Policy - Second Reading
The chairperson read the proposed policy. Its purpose is to make the school

community sensitive to diversity, not to prescribe curriculum. Jean Butler

noted that the policy is actually a refinement of Gary Baker’s policy years ago,
so it is not new. Lees said that the School Committee will be evaluating
many policies over the next two years; this is one of School Committee goals.
Steve said the Committee’s intent was not to force ~the staff to recognize all

religions, but to raise awareness. Linda asked with respect to legal issues,

why we need a policy in addition to the law. Pam Harting-Barrat said we

have situations like tryouts, practices for extra-curricular activities which

need to be addressed specifically so that no one is excluded.

Lori Segal asked if children can celebrate all holidays within the classroom

setting. Dr. Zimmerman responded that we cannot focus on celebrating
religion; but we can, share, understand, enjoy, and participate in holidays as

learning experiences. A book of guidelines has been prepared by a

faculty committee over the summer. Dr. Zimmerman recommends that each

school create a small committee to deal with specific issues.

Nancy Banks was concerned about the tenor of the policy; she hopes it

doesn’t swing too far to take away the excitement of the holidays. She

fully supports the School Committee’s efforts. Fran Bitteker, Gates teacher on

the Religious Observance Committee, commented that she now feels more

comfortable as to how to deal with the issue than before. She respects what
the Superintendent has done to recognize the problem. Marilyn Leeds asked

if the procedures are musts or guidelines. Dr. Zimmerman said they are a

combination of guidelines and specifics. Nothing is etched in stone; it is a

working document and changes can be made.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To accept the Holiday Observance Policy and Procedures as

presented.

2. Playground Safety Policy
This item was removed from the agenda; the first reading will take place at the

November meeting.

3. Revised School Choice Budget. FY95

Dr. Zimmerman reported that only a few students in grades five and six will be

accepted, due to space restrictions. With fewer choice students we will have less
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revenue in the future. As a result, choice funds are largely being used for non

recurring costs. The additional funds will be used for: classroom aides in the two

large fourth grades at Douglas; chairs, additional custodial service, new

classroom additions, library cataloging at Merriam; safety inspection for the ropes

course; handicapped access ramp at Conant; desks, overheads, printers, software;

CPR/First Aid training for all schools secretaries, lunch/recess aides. These

requests total $50,550, leaving a balance of $62,000 to maintain existing programs
next year. Steve Aronson was concerned about the issue of recurring costs; the

additional aides at Douglas will be an ongoing constraint. Dr. Zimmerman said

she sees this as a temporary solution; there may be multi-grade classes at Douglas
next year, as class size will still be an issue.

The FY’96 budget process/timelines will be discussed at the November School

Committee meetings. Dr. Zimmerman will talk with faculty and parent groups
about budget priorities for next year. Steve Aronson asked the Committee to

keep in mind capital improvements and Choice money. Dr. Zimmerman agreed
that there will be some major renovation issues (ADA). Marilyn Leeds asked if

the CPR training might be provided by Emerson Hospital. Dr. Zimmerman said

we are fortunate to have volunteers (certified in CPR training) offering the

course this year.
There was discussion about the use of the Merriam Enterprise Fund. Bill Ryan
said that if we could find a way to spend Enterprise monies for educational

purposes, he was sure the School Committee would agree. Stating his personal
opinion, Herman Kabakoff, Acton Finance Committee member, asked the

Committee to consider using the extra funds to restore services, such as K-2 art,

music and physical education. Micki and Steve commended the Finance

Committee for reviewing the school budget. Pam observed that the schools

and towns need to brought back together. Bill reminded the Committee that

next year we will need 32+ Choice students just to maintain the current level of

services. We will need an override next year. It was moved, seconded and

unanimously

VOTED To approve the expenditure of an additional $50,550 School Choice

funds as presented.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Regional action requiring Acton approval:
a. Authorization for Application for School Assistance in Federally

Affected Areas

It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To authorized the administration to apply for school assistance in

federally affected areas.

2. Acceptance of Gates PTO Donations

It was moved, seconded and unanimously
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VOTED To accept the generous gift of $27,300 from the Gates School PTO to

that school.

There was discussion of the “bandaids” parents are asked to provide and

the feeling that the PTOs are asked to do too much. The State has no idea what

we are doing in Acton and we should let them know. There was also concern

that parents are spending more time in the schools - this is a cost and can’t be

kept up. Mr. Kabakoff said that, according to his figures, during the last three

years over $270,000 has been contributed by the local PTOs.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To accept an additional Gates. PTO gift of $2,300 for purchase of

portable radios and $75/teacher for classroom supplies.

3. Acceptance of McCarthy-Towne PTO Donations

It was moved, seconded and unanimously

VOTED To accept the generous gift of $33,000 from the McCarthy-Towne
PTO for that school to fund an Art-Humanities Professional

Development consultant (K-2), a library aide and a Sloyd Program
artist-in-residence and consultant.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Dr. Zimmerman referred to the following items:

• Paper on Site-Based Management
Dr. Zimmerman read the questions raised by this issue. She will be

discussing the issues in all the schools. A recommendation will be presented
at the December meeting. Pam and Lees suggested that the item be placed first

on the agenda.
• Grants Update, 1994-95 - Total amount = $103,080
• Merriam Mornings Program

School Committee members were impressed by this program, a series of

mini-courses offered before school by parents. It fills a need, due to the late

starting time of Merriam this year, while performing a community service.

The program also serves as a fundraising effort. Approximately 100 students

are enrolled.

WARRANT DISCUSSION: There were no questions.

CONCERNS OF THE COMMITTEE

Steve Aronson:

• Congratulations to Mary Branon for continuing to run a successful School

Lunch Program
• Representative Pam Resor attended the Douglas PTO meeting. Parents

asked great questions and recognized the huge task of educating
the public about Ed. Reform.



Acton Sch. Comm. 5 October 13, 1994

• Letter from the Town Manager re: library expenditures Will this have an

impact on local school budget? We may have to cut approximately $70,000,
which would have disastrous effects. This is not the library’s fault. In

response, Bill Ryan said that Schedule 19 reflects municipal costs that relate to

education. There is a new category this year, i.e., library services. If we add a

new cost, we will have to take money out of the school vs. town side. He

thought the real question was what level of library service can the schools

afford. The town and schools must come to some agreement. He

commended the new town accountant, Tess Summers, for her help in

addressing this issue.

NEXT MEETING - November 10, 7:45 p.m., Douglas School

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah T. Lawton

Secretary pro tempore



November 18, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: NORMAN D. LAKE, Chairman

SUBJECT: SELECTMEN’S REPORT

###############I~4t#####################################################

AGENDA

ROOM 204

November 22, 1994

I. CITIZEN’S CONCERNS

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS & APPOINTMENTS

1. 7:30 BOSTON EDISON/NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE - POPE at PROCTOR ST. -

Enclosed please find petition and staff comment for Board

action.

2. 7:32 BOSTON EDISON - CONANT STREET - Enclosed please find the

formal follow-up paperwork for a petition the Board

previously approved by Emergency Hook-up for Board action.

3. 7:35 BAKER WHITNEY OIL- 432 MASS AVE. - UNDERGROUND STORAGE PERMIT

- Enclosed please find application and staff comment for

Board review and action.

4. 7:40 SUNDAY HOLIDAY PACKAGE STORE OPENINGS - Enclosed please find

requests from package store owners for permission to open on

the Sundays immediately preceding Christmas Day and New

Year’s Day. This public hearing and vote are required by
ABCC according to MGL. Chapter 653, Section 181 for Board

vote.

5. 7:45 PACKAGE STORE BEER AND WINE APPLICATION - PCC. Inc., 381

Massachusetts Ave. (Roche Bros. Market) - Enclosed please
find application and supporting documents along with staff

comment for Board review and action.

6. 8:00 CONTINUED GREENE LAND 61A RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL - Enclosed

please find additional information submitted for Board

review.

7. 8:15 ROSEN ASSOCIATES - Representatives from Rosen Associates have

requested this time on the Agenda to make a presentation to

the Board regarding their plans for the Concord Auto Auction

property located on Hosmer Street.



8. 8:4’5 CONTINUED CLASSIFICATION HEARING - Enclosed please find

/ additional information submitted for board review.

III. SELECTMEN’S BUSINESS

9. OUTREACH PROGRAM - Enclosed please find correspondence from

Selectman Mullin for Board discussion.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

10. AMENDMENT TO SITE PLAN - CONCORD ACTON SQUASH CLUB, 29 KNOX TRAIL

- Enclosed please find a request from staff for amendment to Site

Plan #5/3/78-152 for Board review and action.

11. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS - Enclosed please find citizen resource

sheets and VCC recommendations for Board action on the following
individuals and committees: Rosalie DeQuattro and Janet Thrope to

Acton/Boxboro Arts Council to expire 6/96, Peter Berry to

appointed to find an unexpired term (6/96) on the Board of Appeals
and Margaret McGinty to the Council on Aging for a one-year term

for Board action.

12. ACCEPT GIFT - Enclosed please find a gift of money ($25.00) to be

used by Civil Defense for Board acceptance.

13. ACCEPT GIFT - Enclosed please find a gift of the proceeds ($649)
from the Sidewalk Cafe to be used for School Street sidewalks for

Board acceptance.

4. TREE LIGHTING - Enclosed please find a request from staff to

permit the tree lighting as part of the Festival of Trees on

Sunday, December 11th at 5:00 P.M.

15. SHELL OIL SIDEWALK GIFT - Enclosed please find a request from

staff to accept $9,000.00 under site plan conditions.

16. WEST ACTON CITIZEN’S LIBRARY - Enclosed please find a request to

appoint Mr. Robert Loomis until the 1995 Town Meeting at which

time he can be elected to fill the unexpired open until 1996.

17. MCGOVERN ESTATES SUBDIVISION - Enclosed please find a request from

staff for Board approval of work as outlined in the attached memo

for Board action.

V. TOWN MANAGER’ S REPORT

18. SCHOOL STREET SIDEWALK FUND - The Town Manager will discuss the

issues and questions contained in Mrs. Sifleet’s November 14th

Letter.

19. WEST ACTON VILLAGE PLAN RECOMMENDATION - Enclosed please find Mr.

Shupert’s memo to clarify WAP recommendations for discussion.

20. POLE RELOCATION - Enclosed please find staff request for action

regarding a power pole relocation. The Manager will have draft

letter from Board signature for Tuesday night.



VI. EX~ECJJTIVE SESSION

MEETINGS

M~DITIONAL INFORMATION

Enclosed please find additional correspondence which is strictly
informational and requires no Board action.

FUTURE AGENDAS

To facilitate scheduling for interested parties, the following
items are scheduled for discussion on future agendas. This IS NOT

a complete agenda.

Dec. 6 - Common Vict. 358 Great Road

Special Permit Site Plan - 358 Great Road

South Acton Village District Plan

License Renewal Reviews

Dec. 20- Site Plan Special Permit - McDonalds

Jan 10

Jan 24

Feb 7

859 acs



BOSTON EDISON AND NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE

JOINT IDENTICAL LOCATIONS FOR EXISTING POLES

NOTICE TO ABUTTERS

In conformity with the requirements of Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws. (Ter. Ed.), you are
-

-

hereby notified that a public hearing will be held at the office of the Selectmen of the Town of Acton Massachusetts,
on the 22th day of Novvmber, 1994 at 731 o’clock P.M., upon the petition of Boston Edison Company and New England
Telephone Company for joint or identical locations for the erection or construction of poles to be owned and used in

common by them and such other fixtures as may be necessary to sustain or protect the wires of the line upon, along
and across the following public ways of said Town: -

Pope Road - Southeasterly side approximately 440 feet northeast

of Proctor Street.

Two (2) Hip Guys and Anchors

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

BY\S1~/(~4
Form 518C

648A~S



Inter—Departmental Communication

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Enai.

SUBJ’

DATE: 10/27/94

This petition is for the installation of two (2) hip
auys and anchors on two (2) existing utility poles on Pope
Road. There has been recent house construction with overhead

services across Pope Road which have put strain on the

existing poles. The proposed hip guys and anchors will

alleviate the additional strain of the new services.

We do not foresee any problems with granting this

We have reviewed the~~
referenced above and we have the followina comments.

petition.



—

Inter—Departmental Communication

To: Board of Selectmen Date: 11/07/94

From: Engineering Department

Subject: Boston Edison Petition - Conant Street

We have reviewed the petition for the location

referenced above and we have the following comments:

This petition is for the installation of a conduit to

provide underground electrical service to a newly constructed

house at 31 Conant Street. The installation was completed

following a request for emergency hook—up prior to the public
hearing. This is the formal paperwork required to grant the

location for the new conduit.

We do not foresee any problems with granting this

petition. Please contact us if you have any questions or need

additional information.

‘t. IIEngineering



PETITION OF BOSTON EDISON COMPANY FOR LOCATION FOR CONDUITS AND MANROLES

To the BOARD OF SELECTMEN of the Town ~f Acton Massachusetts

Respectfully represents BOSTON EDISON COMPANY, a company incor

porated for the transmission of electricity for lighting, heating or

power, that it desires to construct a’ line for. such transmission under

the public way or wayshereinafter specified.

WHEREFORE, your. pecitioDer prays that, after due notice and hearing
as provided by law, the Board may by Order grant to your petitioner per

mission to construct, and a location for such a line of conduits and

manholes with the necessary wires, and cables therein, said conduits and

manholes, to be located, substantially as shown on the plan made by_____
R. A. Ruscitto dated October 11,~ 3.9 94’ and filed here

with, under the following public way or ways of said Town:

Conant Street — southerly approximately 357 feet

north of Country Club Road

a distance of about 17 feet — conduit

BOSTON EDISON COMPANY

~
Denis J. M’~agle — Supervisor

Rights, Permits & Survey

Dated this 31st day of October ‘19 94

Town of Acton Massachusetts

Received and filed ‘ 19
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ELECTRICAL CUSTOMER SERVICE ORGANIZATION

Plan of: CONANI ST. ACTON
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TOWN OF ACTON

NOTICE OF HEARING

The Board of Selectmen, under Chapter 148 of the General laws,
will hold a public hearing in Room 204, The Selectmen’s Hearing Room,

Town Hall, on Tuesday, November 22 at 7:35 P.M. on the application of

Baker-Whitney Oil Co., 432 Massachusetts Ave., Acton, to keep and store

1,000 gallons of Diesel Fuel underground on premises at 432

Massachusetts, Aye, Acton.

NORMAN D. LAKE

WILLIAM C. MtJLLIN

NANCY E. TAVERNIER

F. DORE’ HUNTER

WAYNE FRIEDRICHS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

856
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY—DIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE. BOSTON

Ac ton October 19

(Oily or Town) (Dite)

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE

~iJi~(ut iThwnar1~iwi~ttn

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY—DIViSIoN OF FIRE PREVENTION

1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE. BOSTON

LICENSE
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 148 of the General Laws, a license is hereby granted to use the land

herein described for the lawful use of the building..., or other structure.... which isfare or isfare to be situated thereon,

and as described on the plot plan filed with the application £or this license.

Location of land Nearest cross street

(Street ~ Number)
Owner of land Address

Number of buildings or other structures to which this license applies

Occupancy or inc of such buildings

Total capacity of tanks in gallons:—Aboveground Underground

Kind of fluid to be stored in tanks

Restrictions—If any ..

(Signuture of licenciog authority)

THIS LICENSE OR A PHOTOSTATIC OR CERTIFIED COPY THEREOF MUST RE CONSPICUOUSLY

POSTED IN A PROTECTED PLACE ON THE LAND FOR WHICH IT IS GRANTED

1 q9 4

For the lawful use of the herein described building..., or other structure...., application is hereby made in accord

ance with the provisions of Chapter 148 of the General Laws, for a license to use the land on which such building.;., or other

structure..., is/are or is/are to be situated, and only to such extent as shown on plot plan which is filed with and maclea

part of this application.

Location of land.
432 Massachu etts Nearajs~ cross street,.J~~ ~L~t

..

Owner of 1and...~1QI~.~a~ Address ~~
Nwnber of buildings or other structures to which this application applies ~
Occupancy or use of such buildings ~ 01 ~~
Total capacity of tanks in gallons :—Aboveground Underground~

Kind of fluid to be stored in tanks ~,LI 9.j,1 QQL.a~id Pi~.L1ij~eL.LL,.Q.QO.)

Approv isapproved~ 19
~

(&gnsture of Applicant)

432 Massachusetts Ave
, Acton, NA

(HesS of Pire Dept.) (Address)

(City or Town) (Date)

1Q



TOWN OF ACTON

Inter-Departmental Communication

DATE:
November 4, 1994

TO:
Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

FROM:
Fire Chief

SUBJECT.
Underground Storage License Revision/Amendment
Baker—Whitney Oil Co., 432 Massachusetts Avenue

Don:

Recently Baker—Whitney Oil Co. has contacted both this office

and the Board of Health seeking permission to install an underground
storage tank in the amount of 1,000 gallons for the storage of diesel

fuel to fill tanks on their delivery trucks. A new license applica
tion and revised plans are attached. Both the Board of Health and

the Fire Department have no objections to this proposal.

Upon investigation it was found that original licenses were

issued and later amended (copies attached) to a total; of 40,000
gallons of underground storage of fuel oil and gasoline. In actual

practice, however, Baker—Whitney Oil Company had been storing 40,000

gallons of fuel oil only on their premises in four 10,000 gallon
underground tanks. In 1990, the original tanks were replaced with two

20,000 gallon double—walled tanks with monitoring devices.

In order to give them permission to install another underground
storage tank for 1,000 gallons of diesel fuel, of which I would

approve, it will be necessary to hold a public hearing in order to

increase their total licensed amount of underground storage. At the

same time, to be accurate, their present license should be amended to

show 40,000 gallons of fuel oil in underground storage. A new

license issued for a total of 40,000 gallons of fuel oil and 1,000
gallons of diesel fuel underground would then be legally authorized,
if approved.

They are anxious td complete this project prior to the upcoming
winter months. Would you please schedule a public hearing as soon as

possible and keep me advised. Thank you.

Robert C. Craig
Fire Chief

Attachments



TOWN OF ACTON
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: November 10, 1994

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Don P. Johnson, Town Manager
Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner

Underground Storage 432 Mass Ave.

There does not appear to be any major change to what is currently happening on site
therefore, I do not have any concerns.



INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION ‘I iii.

Acton Board of Health • Telephone 508-264-9634 • Fax 508-264-9635

November 15, 1994

TO: Don Johnson, Town

FROM: Doug Halley, Health

SUBJECT: Underground Storage Mass. Ave.

The Health Department has reviewed the materials submitted in conjunction with

an application for a license to install a 1,000 gallon diesel fuel tank at 432 Mass. Ave. and

have the following comments:

1. In 1990 Metcalf & Eddy submitted a work plan in regards to the removal of

four tanks (3-10,000 gals & 1-8000 gal.) and the installation of two new 20,000 gallon
double wall steel and cathodically protected tanks at 432 Mass. Ave. This work was

completed satisfactorily although the tanks were found to have leaked. Remediation was

completed on site and there are no outstanding issues regarding that work.

2. Baker - Whitney has applied for and has been granted an underground storage
tank installation permit. The new tank will be a 360 degree double wall steel,

cathhodically protected STIP3 and will be monitored by in-tank and interstitial electronic

probes which will be connected to a Veeder Root TLS-250i system. This installation is in

compliance with the Town’s Hazardous Materials Control Bylaw.
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Mr. ~1emea W. Baker

ti.32 l4aaeaohuaette Avenue
West Aetori, Xas8aohtsötte

S. I

Dear Sir:

The Board of Seleob23en does, hereby, chPLnge the

license granted to you on July 27~ 191i7, to read ask’

followa~ - “~o0od6 gaflois of fuel oLt underground”,

Pleaa• at~ach;tbia letter to your original license.

~ Very truly yo~’e,

Arthur W • Leo, Chairman
AWL:VM &ard of Select~neri

-
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:Inter~Departmenta1 Communication

DATE: Au~ust 31, l~2

FROM: Chief H. S. IlacGregor

TO: Eoard of Selectmen

SUBJECT: Storage License issued to James •~. Baker 7-27-L~9

Jeiiies ii. Baker has now decided to use the above-

mentioned license which calls for 30,000 gallons of

fuel oil aboveground. (and 10,000 gallons of gasoline

underground). Due to the physi~cal changes in the area

since this license was granted, I would reconiriend that

this b~ changed ~c an underground i lation. I have

talked with Capt. Mastanardi of the Fire ~arshal’s

office and he feels that the licensing authority would

have the right to change the license to a less hazardous

installation. This .recoriwiendation should be attached to

the original license.
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETYDIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE. BOSTON (7

~ 19’)7
(CIty or Tow~~9’ f(Dst.)

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE

For the lawful use of the herein described building..., or other structure...., application is hereby made m accord

ance with the provisions of Chapter 148 of the General Laws, for a license to use the land on which such building.... or stber

stn~cture.... ic/are or is/are to be situated, and only to such”-cxtent as shown on plot plan which is filed with and madea

part of this application.

Location of lanci C.~L Nearest eross street •‘s-1--
Owner of land ~ Addre~ ~c~)fl~ ~
Number of buildix~/or other structures to which this application applies ~ ~L.

Occupancy or use of such buildings ~ .. ...

TotaI capacity of tanks in gallons :—Aboveground ~i ~LUnderground ~p-d..
Kind of fluid to be stored in tanks

.

~
...

•1 Sq S •S fl-nfl_
— —

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY—DIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION

~1010 COMMbNWEALTh AVENUE. BOSTON

- Ju1~ 2’?, 1949
(City oA’o’uro) (lYst.)

LICENSE
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 148 of the General Laws, a license is hereby granted to use the land

herein described for the lawftil use of the building.... or other structure_. which is/are or is/are to be situated thereon,

and as described on the plot plan filed with the application for this license.

Location of land-~ Nearest cross street 1tRtn...5t~eat.__..
(.Elzest S Niaa~ber)

Owner of land~
..

Address 432Jana.,..Avei~~...!eñ..Acton~.._
Number of buildings or other structures to which this license applies ...None...a.t...preaent ......

Occupancy or bee of such buildings - - —...-—..—.......—... .. _...

Total capacity of tanks in gallons:—A~ und.~O.,OCiO...~FUGLOU.Underground 10,000 .,._øaaoline

Kind of fluid to be stored in tanks~
Rc~trictiona—If an~

...... ..._..... ~ .. .. ... —

Boss’ ~ Selectmen

...— a ..—.—.... ... ———.—

(Sig~.Iur. of UccnsIbg .~tborILy)

THIS LICENSE OR A PHOTOSTATIC OR CERTIFIED COPY THEREOF-MUST BE CONSPICUOUSLY

POSTED IN A PROTECTED PLACE ON~THE LAND FOR WHICH IT IS GRANTED

7.... LJ~1
(S~gnstor. of Appflesni)

~
(Address)

uf ~LaiiiiarInnwtta



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY—DIvIsIoN OF FIRE PREVENTION
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE. BOSTON

(City or Town) (Dot.)

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE

LICENSE

A

(Addreu)

(City or Town) (Dot.)

10

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 148 of the General Laws, a license is hereby granted to use the land

herein described for the lawful use of the building.... or other structure... which is/are or is/are to be situated thereon,

and as described on the plot plan filed with the application for this license.

~~.0

.. a

(Signature of Ilceneing autbortly)

THIS LICENSE OR A PI-4OTOSTATIC OR CERTIFIED COPY THEREOF MUST BE CONSPICUOUSLY

POSTED IN A PROTECTED PLACE ON THE LAND FOR WHICH IT IS GRANTED

For the lawful use of the herein described building ...
or other structure...., application is hereby made in accord

ance with the provisions of Chapter 148 of the General Laws, for a license to use the land on which such building.... or other

structure..., is/are or is/are to be situated, and only to such extent as shown on plot plan which is filed with and made a

part of this application.
.

Location of 1and~ I~S5 Nearest croes street ,41.QJ)i
Owner of land,.)~-mcø ~‘-%-‘~i Address /~!9’-~ L~�~(’.~
Number of buifd’tngs or other structures to which this application applies ~ f~....................
Occupancy or use of such buildings ~

•~o J..-o

-

Total capacity of tanks in gallons:—Abovegrou~d Underground ....‘-.~
..

Kindoffluidtobestoredintanks ‘C

~ -~‘~~‘-~‘
Approvd-Piss~pv~ ~ ~9V/ J

(8Ig~at.r. of Applicant)

~

.

~

~*~d
,. p.

~~uf ~ liiwrttii

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY—bIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION
1010 COMMONWEA1.TH AVENUE. BOSTON

Location of land Nearest cross street
-......

(Street & Number)
Owner of land kddress

...

Number of buildings or other structures to which this license~applies

Occupancy or inc of such buildings ~...

Total capacity of tanks in gallons :—Aboveground

Kind of fluid to be stored in tanks
.~......

Restrictions—If an~
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“-(P1e~,ae ueo Torn Seal)

ApRIl 27, 1949
Notice is hereb~’ given that the

Board of Selecünen will hold a pub
lic hearing in t~ir office aV the
Town RaU;on;~ Wednesday,- May
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Massachusetts Avenue, West Ac-
ton, to keep and store 6,000 ‘gallons
of gasoline and. SO,000$alJons of
fuel oil for: sai&in underground
tanks on. prc, u ow ied by him
on Massachusetts Avenue In Aotou.
o : Lawrence Donnelly

George S. Brainan
Arthur.W. Lee ~
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TOWN OF ACTON 91/
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

Fax (508) 264-9630

Don P. Johnson
Town Manager

November 17, 1994

Dear Liquor License Holder:

In 1989 the Massachusetts General Court enacted a statute

(Chapter 653, Section 181 of the Acts of 1989) which permitted
local licensing authorities to allow the sale of alcoholic

beverages on the Sundays immediately preceding Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day. The Statute has been modified to allow

the openings to begin the Sunday before Thanksgiving. The

statue does not allow such a Sunday opening if that particular
Sunday is, itself, a legal holiday (e.g. Christmas Day) nor

does it permit opening before noon. Establishments are not

allowed to require employees to work on such Sundays and they
must pay time and one-half to employees who do work.

The Board of Selectmen will consider applications under

this statute but has asked that all requests be submitted for

review at the same time. To that end ~ are hereby notified

that ~y request y~ ~ wish ~ submit under said statute

must ~ j~ writing ~Q the Board g~. Selectmen and must ~
received ~ ~ office the Town Manager no later than 2:00

P.M on Tuesday, November 21,1994 The Board will consider

these requests during its meeting gfl Tuesday, November 22th

If you would like to fax to my attention your letter to

me before the 21st date at (508)264-9630.

I apologize for the delay in notification however, ABCC

apparently experienced difficulty with their, annual mailing
NOT being received by a number of communities, Acton being
one of those that did not receive procedural notification

until today, by facsimile. If you have any questions please
feel free to contact my office.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call.

~ify t;uly yours,

ristine !vJ. JJoyce
Town Manag~r’s Office

9l8chris .w22
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Monday. December 26. 1994

Package stores MAY NOT sell alcoholic beverages on Monday, December 26,
1994. All on-premises licensees (such as restaurants, bars, taverns, clubs) MAY be

opened on their regular licensed hours.

New Years Day Sunday January 1. 1995

Package Stores MAY NOT sell alcoholic beverages on Sunday, January 1,
1995. All on-premises licensees (such as restaurants, bars, taverns, clubs) MAY be

opened on their licensed Sunday hours.

Package stores MAY SELL on Monday, January 2, 1995 pursuant to, and in

accordance with, the terms of their annual license. No special permit is required for

any package store to sell on Monday, January 2, 1995 within the hours of sale

authorized by the annual license.

Thanksgiving through New Years Day Sunday Opening~

With the approval of the Local Licensing Authority, package store openings in (
all communities are allowed on the Sunday before Thanksgiving and each Sunday
thereafter until New Year’s Day. However, please note that in 1994, Christmas Day j
and New Years Day each fall on a Sunday and package stores may not be open on

those days.. Therefore, package store openings are allowed, on the Sundays between,
and including, November 20, 1994 and December 18, 1994.



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massathusetts 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

Fax (508) 264-9630

Don P. Johnson
Town Manager

November 17, 1994

Acton Citizen

Please place the following legal notice in this Friday’s
paper.

TOWN OF ACTON

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Acton Board of Selectmen will consider their annual

option under Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission and Mass

General Laws, to allow licensed Package Good Stores in Acton

to open on the Sundays prior to the Thanksgiving and Christmas

Holidays at their regular meeting on November 22, 1994 at 7:40

P.M.
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NOV—16—94 WEI~ 16:04 WESTFORD CONVENIENCE INC 508 392 9329 P.02

NOV. 16, 1994

TO: SELECTMANS OFFICE TOWN OF ACTON

FROM: SAM HANTZIS --~ ACTON CONVENIENCE

SUBJECT: SUNDAY OPENINGS FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON

I AM HEREBY REQUESTING PERMISSION TO SELL BEER & WiNE

ON THE SUNDAY’S ALLOWED BETWEEN THANKSGIVING AND

CHRISTMAS. I AGREE TO ABIDE BY ALL CONDITIONS SET BY THE

TOWN OR STATE WITH REGARD TO THE SUNDAY OPENINGS.

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

~— ~4-
SAM HANTZIS

ACTON CONVENIENCE

481 GREAT ROAD

ACTON MA~ 01720
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ELM ASSOCIATES, INC., d.b.a. Colonial Spirits
P.O. Box 2350 - 69 Great Road

Acton, MA 01720

(508) 263-2989

FAX (508) 263-0403

November 16, 1994

Board of Selectmen

472 Main Street

Acton, Ma 01720

Dear Board of Selectmen:

Colonial Spirits of 69 Great Road is requesting permission to open for business on the

following Sundays:

November 20, 1994

November 27, 1994

December 4, 1994

December 11, 1994

December 18, 1994

Thank you for considering our request for Sunday openings.

Sincerely,

d~J~
Stephen P. teinberg, Treasurer
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Don P. Johnson

Town Manager
TOWN OF ACTON

472 Main St.

Acton, MA 01720

Dear Mr. Johnson:

In accordance with the Board of Selectmen of Acton

requirements stated in your letter, please accept
this letter as Triple A’s formal request to be

granted permission (Chapter 653, Section 181 of the

Acts of 1989) to sell alcoholic beverages beginning
Sunday November 20’, 1994 thru January 1, 1995.

1

We have read and fully understand all requirements
regarding this modification of Sunday openings and

will adhere to opening times and employees rates.

/kab

Triple a
SUPERMARKETS

Executive Office 508-358-4600

75 Boston Post Road • Wayland, Massachusetts oi 778

November 17, 1994



TOWN OF ACTON

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given under Chapter 138 of the General Laws, that

the Board of Selectmen will hold a hearing in Room 204 in the Acton

Town Hall on NOVEMBER 22, 1994 at 7:45 P.M. on the application of

William J. Fahey, PCC. Inc., for a license to sell wine and malt

beverages as a Package Goods Store at 381 Massachusetts Ave., Acton,

MA. The premises is comprised of Package Store department situated on

the north easterly side of the leased premises owned by Roche Bros.

Supermarkets, Inc. Floor plan on file with Board of Selectmen’s

Office.

Norman D. Lake

William C. Mullin

Nancy E. Tavernier

Wayne Friedrichs

F. Dore’ Hunter

A~TON BOARD OF SELECTMEN



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

Fax (508) 264-96~

Norman D. Lake
Chainnan

October 25, 1994

Gargill, Sassoon & Rudolph
92 State Street

Boston, MA 02109

Re: PCC, Inc. Liquor License

381 Mass Ave.

Acton, M~ 01720

Dear Ms. Troiano:

Enclosed please find a copy of advertisement to appear in

the Legal Section of the Beacon Community Newspaper on

Thursday, November 3, 1994.

Chapter 138 of the General Laws, Section iSA, requires
the applicant to notify the abutters by Certified Mail within

three days after the newspaper publication of such hearing.
(You are required to present those Certified Return receipts
at the hearing as proof of notification to abutters) An

affidavit of this service should be filed prior to the date of

your hearing with the Selectmen’s Office. I have enclosed a

copy of the legal ad for you to send to the Assessors

certified list of abutters for your use in this notification.

I have also enclosed your check made out to the Boston.

Herald. We use the local newspaper for legal requirement and

they will be billing you directly. The approximate cost of

the ad should not exceed $50.00 and we would appreciate your

prompt payment when they bill you.

In addition to the documents already submitted, the Board

of Selectmen require that a copy of your proposed employee
guidelines and rules and regulations detailing the procedures



and controls you propose with regard to the prevention of

minors purchasing alcoholic beverages be submitted prior to

your hearing date of November 22nd. A copy of the proposed
Manager’s Proof of citizenship should also be filed with this

office prior to your hearing.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at

264-9612.

V~y truly yo r~,

C ristine Joy~p ii
Town Manager~ c~fice



INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMNUNICATION

TO: BD OF HEALTH, BUILDING COMMISSIONER and POLICE DEPT.

FROM: DON P. JOHNSON, TOWN MANAGER

SUBJECT: LIQUOR LICENSE - Roche Brothers

381 Mass Ave.

Enclosed please find a copy of the application for liquor
license as a Beer and Wine Package Store for PCC, Inc. at the

PropOsed Roche Brothers Market, at 381 Mass Ave., Acton, MA

The public hearing is scheduled for November 22, 1994 at

7:45 P.M. Please send your comments and recommendations.

CC: Fire Chief

a



PL1CATION FOR ALCOHOUC BEVERAGE LICENSE The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONTROL COMMISSION
~eraI questions to be answered by all applicants.
~ase type or print legibly in ink. Fee

Tyi alcoholic beverages license: (check only ONE)

El h~taurant ~JRestaurant-Commercial Club Ejlnnholder ElGeneral On Premises E]Tavern OClub
~ Package Goods Store Dother (specify):

________________________________________________________________________

Class of license: El All Alcoholic Beverages L~il Wine and Mait Beverages

Applicant is an Individual JPa,tnership El Limited Partnership Business Corporation

Non-profit Corporation jother (specify):

If applicant is an individual, partnership, general partnership or limited partnership, state the following in a, b. and c:

a. For each person - FULL NAME i~0ME ADDRESS SOCIAL SECURITY NO

b. Firm or trade name, address and telephone no: —

c. Business name (d/b/a) if different:_____________________________________________________________________________

Address:
______________________________________________________________________

Teiconone no:
__________________

(If applicant nas a d/b/a. acplicanr rnusr include a copy of the certificam of ~c~g business. requ;red under Massactiusetts General

C.’~ap 0. Sect 5, regardless oi which name w~l! appear on the license~

If ap~&icant ~s a corporation:
a. List the titles of all officers, the manager. and all members of the board directors. Below these list all stockholders ~as

defined in the-instruction sheet). Then give the full name, home address and the number ~( shares of stock for each:

!~O. OF SHARES OF

TITLE FULL N~ME HOME ADDRESS SOCAL SECURITY STOCK OWNED OR

—

CONTPOLL~O IF ANY

President William J. Fahey 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02559 026—22—4189 50 Shares

Treasurer Denise M.Costello 6 Barclay Rd., W. Roxbury, MA 02132 023—50—645050 Shares

Clerk William J. Fahev 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02259 026—22’4189

Director William J. Fahey 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02259 026—22—4189

Director Denise M. Costello 6 Barclay Rd., ~i. Roxbury, MA 02132 023—50—6450

Manager William J. Fahey 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02559 026—22—4189

b. Corporation name: PCC, Inc.

ressP.O. Box 176, W. Roxbury, MA 02132 Telephoneno.524—O200

c. Business name (d/b/a) ii different: to be supplied
-

-

Address___________________________________________________________________________ Telephone no.________________
(If applicant has a d/b,’a..applicant must include a copy of the certificate of doing business required underMassachusetts
General Law Chap. 110. Sect. 5. regardless of which name Will appear ~, the license) :

HOBBS & WARREN, INC. FORM 985 1983



-2-

5. - C~it.

Dare of State of Date qualified to do business in
/ d. incorporation: 1/20/94

e. incorporation: MASS 1. the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 1/20/94
(attach a copy of approved certificate ~T~janization

6. II applicant is a club, association, limited partnership, or other type of organization:
a. List for each principal officer: (Note - Each association member who signs this application must answer this question)
TITLE PULL NAME HOME AOORESS TELEPHONE ~4UM8ER

b. Trade, firm or business name:
—

Address:
_____________________________________________________________________

Tejephone no.
____________________

~lf applicant has a d/o~a, applicant must include a copy of the certificate of doing business, required unOer Massachusetts.
General Law Chap. IC, 5e~:, 5, regardiess ~f whicn name w:ii appear on the icense~

7. State name, address and :eieph~e number of a person who can be contacted concerning this aoplication:

William J. Fahev 15 Center St.. Poc.asset. MA 02559 S24—o~fl~

Address and teleohone of premises•to be licensed:

381 Massachusetts Avenue, Acton, MA 01720
_________________

9. Give-a full and complete description of the premises to be licensed, including location of all er.trances and exits:

Package Store depa~tment situated on the. north easter1ys~e 1~ns~d -premi&es~

See Floor Plan for further ~er~p1--i~n

10. a. Will there ~e any major remodeling, redecorating or building on the premises in preparation for acquisition of this license?

EYes EN.~ If yes, complete b, c, d, and e.

b. Give a brief description of the planned changes: There will be renoyntions tn rh~ ~nrir~

oremises,

Estimated
c. Estimatea costs: ~ d. construction schedule: estimated completion date: 2/1/95

e. State all sources of financing: -

II. a. Does the applicant own the premises to be licensed? Ljyes xjNo If no. stat~:
-

I. Names, addresses and telephone number of owners:

Roche Bros. Sui~ertuarkets,..Inc..~ ..—

-

(617) 235—9400

2. Indicate whether applicant will be a lilLessee LililSublessee LijAssignee or LjOther •.
-

Specify other:
-

-



-3-

2. “ ~‘oplicanc will be leasing the premises to be licensed, state:

b. Beginning date of lease Endingdate of lease

per35,000.00 year May 24, 1994 May ~ 2004 yith options
LMUN,H, Y~, .,

3. a. State the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all persons or entities who will have any direct or indirect
beneficial or financial interest in this license, as required by Massachusetts General Law c. $38, s. ISA;
NAME AOORESS TELEPHONE NUMBER

William J. Fahey 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02259 524-’0200

Denise Costello 6 Barclay Road, W. Roxbury, MA 02132

b. Describe all types of financial and beneficial interes t each pers on or entity will have in this license:

William Fahey and Denise CostRfln ~r.rn ~f the stock of PCC, iflC.

4, a. Does any pers~r~ or entity listed in question !3 have any direct cr indirect benefic~at or financial interest in any other

type of license granted under Mass. General Law 138? ~ Yes II No b. If yes, state for each person or entity:
NAME 7’~E 3F LICENSE LiCENSE AOCPESS ~E$CRIPTiON OF’ NT-CREST

William J. Fahey wine and malt 336 N. Main Street, Randolph, MA 50 Shares of PCC Inc.

beverage

—

~ise Costello wine and malt 336 N. Main Street, Randolph, MA 50 Shares of PCC Inc.

beverage

5. a. a any person or entity named in question 13 ever held a license ander G.L. c. 138 which he/she/it does not presently hold’

Yes ~]No b. If yes. staze for each:
T”~E OF LICENSE LICENSE AOORESS DATE LICENSE GRANTED

,. a. Has any person or entity named in question 13 ever had his/her/its license revoked or cancelled? L~Yes ~jNo
b. If yes, state for each name the date and reasons why the license was revoked or cancelled:

7. Has any person or entity named in question 13 ever been convicted of violating any state or. federal law? (exclude minor

traffic vuolat~ons LJYes ~jNo If yes, attach a Statement of details.

3. ~oplicant is an individual, answe’ the following questions:

re you a United States Citizen ~‘.Yes E~No b. Are you at least twenty years old ? II~Yes DN0
~If yes provide a copy of birth. nat.ra~ization or registered voter ce-tt1icaze~

~. If applicant is a partnership. answer the following questions:

a. Are au the partners United States Citizens? YesjI]No b. Are all of thepa’tners atleasttwenty yeas old.? ~jyes ~jJNo
(Provide Copies of birth. natural :atlon or registered voter certificatesfor each partner)



4-

20. II the applicant is a corporation, answer the following questions: (Corporate applicants must include with this application
a copy of the vote by the board of directors appointing the manager or other principal representative)

a. Are the majority of directors United States Citizens7 II~Yes EIJN0

b. Are the majority of directors citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts? E~j~Yes lilNo

c. Is the manager or principal representative a United States Citizen? ~Yes EJNo
d. How many shares of stock are authorized’ 200,000 e. How many shares of stock are issued? 100

1. Will any stock be pledged as collateral for this license? ]Yes ljI~jNo If yes, to whom?

g. Will this license be pledged as collateral? ~jYes ~j~No If yes, to whom?

TITLE

DAY OF
__________

.

Note: I. Individual applicant(s) must sign above.

2. Applications by a partnership must be signed by a majority of the partners.

3. Applications by a corporation must be signed by an officer authorized by a vote of the corporation’s board of directors.

A copy of the vote of authorization must be included with this application.

4. Applications by an association must besigned by a majority of the members of the governing body.
All the signers must have answered question 6a.

Name of attorney, if any, filing application on behalf of licensee.

Lewis A. Sassoon, 92 State St., Boston, MA 02109

Office address

Telephone number

(617~ 671—77cm

Time of filing Date of filing Name of newspaper publishing notice of application

i~ JI~I~4L~ ~e~~r~’n Cc,rnm~/y.
Space below may be used by local licensing authorities for additional information.

06 day 07 day
license granted

NOTE: If applicant is an association, a copy of the birth certificate, naturalization certificate, or registered voter certificate
for each member who signs at the end of this form must be included with this application.

NOTICE

The accompanying General Instructions are incorporated herein by reference.

SIGNED AND SUBSCRIBED TO UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THIS,
___________

BY: SIGNATURE OE FULL NAME
_____

44~c/
___

William J.

President



A~C~AGEc.o~OSSTORE s-c
-

~JESTK*4S TO BE AN~R~O ONLY‘ FOR A PA€i(AGEG000S STORE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES tJCE~

licant is an individual~ is applicant a citizen and resident of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts? 1J~es EJNo

L If applicant is a partnership. are all partners citizens and residents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts! J Yes El No

L If appIica~t is a corporation:

a. Is the corporation organized under the law~f the Commonwealth of Massachusetts~ Yes 0 No

b. Are all the directors United States Citizens! EYes EJP~°

c. Are a majority of the directors residents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ DYes jNo

(This form may be reproduced)
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TOWN OF ACTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Town Manager DATE: November 1, 1994

FROM: Police Chief

SUBJ: Beer and Wine Sales, Roche Brothers

The Department’s concerns are the same as when Triple A was

considered for this type of license. I have attached that memo for

your convenience.

We have not experienced any problems with Triple A and they did not

have any violations during the sting operation.

Page 1



TOWN OF ACTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTER—DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: TOWN MANAGER DATE: February 2, 1993

FROM: Police Chief

SUBJ: Triple A Narket Beer and Wine License

I am concerned with the prevention of sales to minors and those

people who have, already had something to drink. The market has

several cash registers maned by various people, I believe some on a

part time basis. Will beer and wine be sold through these outlets?

How will these persons be trained? How old will the cashiers be? Will

the supplies be secured to ensure no access to those who are under

age? Is there a possibility of internal theft by under age employees

who may work in the grocery area? There are many more people working

at this store than a package store. Will bonds form between “of age”

and “under age” employees coupled with purchase convenience encourage

“gifts” of these items?

think The Board may wish to consider internal controls.

Pagel



INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION i....

Acton Board of Health • Telephone 508-264-9634 • Fax 508-264-9635

November 14, 1994

TO: Don Johnson, Town Manager

FROM: Doug Halley, Health Director

SUBJECT: Liquor License - Roche Brothers

381 Mass. Ave.

The Health Department has received a copy of the application for a liquor license

at 381 Mass. Ave. and have the following comments:

1. On November 14 plans for the renovation of the existing building at 381 Mass.

Ave. were submitted to the Health Department. These plans have not been reviewed as of

this date.

2. The applicant has been notified of the Health Department permits required prior
to opening of the facility but have not yet submitted applications for these permits.

3. Prior to occupancy of this facility all plans detailing food service or food

storage areas must be approved by this department. In addition, applications for a food

service permit, bakery permit, salad bar permit, delicatessen permit, frozen dessert permit
and a milk and cream permit must be submitted to this department for its review and

approval. Delay in submittal of these materials may cause delay in approval of their

occupancy permit.



TOWN OF ACTON

Inter-Departmental Communication

DATE~0vember 14, 1994

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Don:

Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

Fire Chief

Liquor License

Roche Brothers, 381 Mass. Avenue

Please be advised that I have no comments and/or
recommendations on anapplication for a liquor license at

the above address.

Robert C. Craig
Fire Chief



F~DPi1 A’ CHANGE OF MANAGER

S FORM IS COMPLETED WHEN THERE IS A CHANGE IN THE MANAGER OF A

L~ 2ORATION

INSERT THE NAME OF THE LICENSEE ON LINE BELOcI.

pcc, Inc. 524—0200

(TELEPHONE NUMBER)

NAME OFX~ MANAGER: William J. Fahey

HOME ADDRESS: 15 Center Street, Pocasset, Massachusetts

PLACE OF BIRTH: Boston

DATE OF BIRTH: 2/2/31 REGISTERED VOTER: YES X NO

ARE YOU A CITIZEN: YES ~ NO
___

COURT AND DATE OF NATURALIZATION: N/A

FATHER’S NAME: Martin Fahey _MOTHER’S MAIDF~ NAME: Nary Gill

POLICE RECORD: (LIST FELONY OR ANY DRUG CONVICTIONS)

NONE

PRIOR EXPERIENCE IN THE LIQUOR INDUSTRY:

I am also the Manager for the licensee, PCC, Inc., which also holds a

package goods malt and wine beverage license located at 336 North Main

Street, Randolph, Massachsuetts.

FINANCIAL INTEREST, DIRECT OR INDIRECT, IN ANY OTHErt LIQUOR LICENSE:

I own 50 shares of stock in PCC, Inc., who is the licensee of the

license referenced above.

EMPLOYMENT FOR THE LAST TEN YEARS: (Dates, Position, Employer, Address)

Self—employed in advertising and the promotional industry and work as a

Manager for the licensed premises referenced above.

01/89 SEE OVER



FqRM. A~

H S PER WEEK TO BE SPENT ON THE LICENSED PREMISES:

40 hours per week

SIGNED AND SUBSCRIBED UNDER PENALTY OF. PERJURY THIS DAY

OF
_________

1994.

BY: SIGNATURE~’~~~) J TITLE: President of PCC, Inc

Williaui J.fahey
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FORM 3 THIS FORM FOR CORPORATION SET-UP

NAME OF LICENSEE: FCC. Inc. DATE:

TITLE NAME ADDRESS t OF SHARES

PRESIDENT: William J. Fahey, 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02559 50 Shares

TREASURER: Denise M. Costello, 6 Barclay Rd., W. Roxbury, MA 02132 50 Shares

CLERE: William J. Fahev, 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02559

DIRECTORS: William J. Fahey, 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02559

Denise M. Costello, 6 Barclay Rd., W. Roxburv, MA 02132

STATE TOTAL SHARES ISSUED: 100 shares

SOURCE INFORMATION AS TO ABOVE: William J. Fahev, 15 Center St., Pocasset, MA 02559

INTEREST IN ANY OTHER LIQUOR LICENSE: liauor license located at 336 North

Main Street, Randolph, MA; same officers, directors and shareholders as above.

(Officers - Directors - Shareholders)

DOES CORPORATON ITSELF HOLD INTEREST IN ANY OTHER LIQUOR LICENSE?

FCC, Inc. holds a liquor license located at 336 N. Main Street, Randolph, MA. Fahey
and Costello each hold 50 shares of stock in FCC, Inc.

IDENTIFY OCCUPATION OF SHAREHOLDERS: William J. Fahey — self-emplàyed/ liquor

business. Denise N. Costello — employed at WJF Advertising! liquor business



FORM C THIS FORM FOR FINANCING CAPITALIZATION

* IS LICENSE PART OF COL.LATORAL? ~ES______ NO XX

(Using Liquor License to secure financing)

* THIS QUESTION MUST BE ANSWERED BEFORE THE FORM IS SUBMITTED

PURCHASE PRICE: (“.MO 0ri~ina1 License

WHAT WAS PURCHASED: WIA - - -

--

SHARES OF STQCX: 200,000 shares authorized; 100 shares of PCC, Inc. issued

ASSETS: Liquor License

(Building) (License)

OTHER ASSETS: NIA

WHO PURCHASED: ?CC, Inc.

HOW FINANCED:_
(Cash - Loans — Mortgage — Bank — Seller - etc.)

PREMISES: 381. Massachusetts Avenue, Acton, MA 01720

(Owned - Leased — Rented)

IF THIS IS A CLUB LICENSE, HAS THERE BEEN A USALEN OR DISSOLUTION

OF CLUB? CHANGE IN OFFICERS OR CLUB ORGANIZATION?_________

N/A

ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT YOU MAY HAVE TEAT WOULD HELP TUE

COMMISSION IN DETERMINING THE STATUS OF THIS APPLICATION:____________

IT IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP ALL INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL.

Signature of Investigator .Date

2



(Foun 15b. 1980)

September 29 19_21

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of

PCC, Inc.

held at 336 North Main Street, Randolph, Massachusett~ September, 29 19 94

it was duly voted that the Cornoration apply to the Licensing Board for the City of Boston for a

retail package goods store malt and wine license

License, for the year 1994 to be exercised on the premises located at 381 Massachusetts Avenue.

Acton, Massachusetts

“VoTED: To authorize William J. Fahev

to sign the application for the license in the name of PCQ,Inc.

to execute in its behalf’ any~necessary papers, and to do all things required-relative to the granting of the license.”

“VOTED: Toappoint William J. Fahey of Pocasset. MA

as its manager or principal representative, with as full authority and control of the premises described in the license of the

Corporation and of the conduct of all business therein relative to alcoholic beverages as the licensee itself could in any way

have and exercise if it were a natural person resident in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and that a copy of this vote

duly certified by the Clerk of the Corporation and delivered to said manager or principal representative shall constitute the

written authority required by Sec. 26, Chap. 138, G. L.”

This is to certify that a majority of the directors of PCC, Inc

a Corporation duly organized under the laws of Massachusetts

are residents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and citizens of the United States.

This Corporation has NOT been dissolved.

A TRUE Copy ~1erk~~



The Secretary of State

of the Uplited States ofAmerica

here!.’; requests all whom it may concern to permit the citizen!

national of the United States named herein to pass

without delay or hindrance and in case of need to

give all lawful aid and protection

LeSecrItaired’Etat

des Etats-Unis d’AmIrique
~par les présentes toutes autoritis compétenles de laisser passer

Ie ci1oyen~ou ressortissant des Etats- Unis titulaire du present passeporl,

sdns délai ni djfficulti et, en cas de besoin, de lui acco,der

toute aide et protection frg:t:mes

~2iQ5~Li 9~ ~z~_
__

SIGNATURE O~~RER/SIGNATURED~~TUL4IRE
• 01 VALIO’UNTIL SIGNEW

10166
1 Horn

FAHEY
Given names / riOms:

WILLIAM JOSEPH
Nationality / Natuonalit~

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Date 01 binh•~:Date.de naissanca-.

02 FEB/FEV31
Sex / Seice Place 01 bath / Lieu de na~ssance

M MASSACHUSETTS,
Date of issue / Date de d~Iivrsnce ..~ Date u

02:SEP~SEP 94~:. 01

i Authority / Autont~

PASSPORT AGENCY MOthhC&UO~,S l~

i BOSTON :~4

(W I L L I AM <J 0 S E PH <<<<< <<<< <<<< <<ç.<::.

.JSA3102020M040901 6<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<2



November 18, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Dan Hogan
229 Westford Road

Concord, MA 01742

SUBJECT: Triangle Farm 61A

Chris Whelan, Concord Town Manager, has informed me that Mr. Greene intends to

offer the Concord portion of the land to Concord, under 61A’s “right of first refusal”.

Given this fact we would like Acton to wait until this matter is resolved before giving up

its rights. Our hope is that we will be able to put together a package to preserve most of

this farm.



p

The Acton 61A lien (Exhibit #2) describes 0.76 acres and refers to a deed recorded in

Book 7593, Page 564. That deed is not included as an Exhibit but it describes the land

shown as Lot A on Mr. Conroy’s Exhibit #5. A copy of the deed is attached hereto. The

Acton portion of Lot A is the area striped in red on the Stamski & McNary plan.

Although the 61A lien refers to 0.76 acres of land which would appear to be larger than

the Acton portion of Lot A, the deed reference to Lot A in the same lien still leads me to

conclude that it is only the Lot A portion which is under 61A. This conclusion does not

change in light of the fact that a second lien recorded about a year later refers to Acton

Atlas page E-6, Parcel 20, which includes the entire Acton strip from and including Lot

A to Spencer Brook Road. The atlas page and parcel reference is in addition to the deed

reference which is the same as in the lien shown as Exhibit #2.

I cannot make out how the Acton portion of Lot A would serve any imaginable practical
public purpose to the residents of Acton. Even in the unlikely event that the lien applies
to the entire Acton strip of land shown as atlas parcel E-6120, I cannot see any practical
purpose or use for that. Therefore, I recommend to release the land from the 61A lien.

I also would like to point out that the Acton Planning Board’s signature on the plan,
referred to by Mr. Conroy, does not mean that it has approved or endorsed the proposed
development of the land, or that it found that the proposed development scheme is the

best of all possibilities. The signature is on a so called Approval Not Required (ANR)

plan which, as the title suggests, does not indicate any approval. Under the

Massachusetts Subdivision Control Law, this signature merely indicates that all lots

shown on the plan have, in the opinion of the Planning Board, adequate (meaning
minimum legal) frontage on a street. The Planning Board has no jurisdiction beyond
that.

xc: Brian McMullen

David Abbt

Garry Rhodes

Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Planning Department
C~)

T0

FROM:

Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

Following a review of Attorney Conroy’s 11/15/1994 letter and the various attached

exhibits I tend toagree with Mr. Conroy’s assessment.

ridc.9475
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~~1

the granted pzssl..a at

,~.~?att sfl4 t~ ?~ ~.d ~“

~‘° ~ ~ ~°rtb 39 degrees
-

......talong said-road, two-hundred fifty—coven anI 16/100

7.16) feet to a road bound;

:~Theno. North 12 degrees Z48~ East a.long.asld road, One hundred

t’,enty.nino (129) feet to a stone wall to land now Ortormeply or

Fisher B. Neemith,~r. et ci;

Thence South 38 degrees 53’ East by the Otone wall and said

Reamith,Jr. land, seven hundred eleht and 96/100 (708.96~ t~et to

land now or formerly of N.G.Parke;

Thence South 5h degrees 18’ Wa~’t by said Parka land, three

hundred eighty—two (382) feet to other lenc~ of said Genrre H.Taft

and ~ V. Taft, shown as 5Lot B” On Said plan;

Thence North 38 degrees l~’.West by said “Lot B”, si~ hundred

twenty (620) feet tø the point of baginnttw, co~tatntng aceording

to said plan ~tve and 60/100(5.60) acres.

Being a part of the premiaes conveyed to us by deed of Wil1iar~

~. Laverty and Charles N. Laverty, dated April 10, i~L6 and recorded

rith Widdlesex South District Deeds, Nook 6929, Page 1~li.

WITNESS our hands and seal., this ntnth dey of une, 15C0

~

V

~~1i
T~E CC’~O~r~LALTB ~ 1AACH~E~TP

VDL~~.S!.
.1

personallY ecceared tI~e above naited 0 orre B Taft

I Taft .nd t
the forego ns instrusiant to

-~

~ j~ct.~nd~d~
‘~.

:

.Tune 9, 1950



MEMOR~4NDUM

18 November 1994

From: H

To :~u-’4Zo5t~ 4r~~Jr (~‘ ~c~)
Subject: Rosen Route 2 shopping center opposition organization

1. I attended a meeting last night in the Junior High School

auditorium called by.those citizens who are organizing to oppose
the Route 2 ex-auto auction shopping center proposed by Mr. Rosen.

Despite the inaccurate and misleading Beacon headline the same day,
which erroneously said nothing would happen in regard to the

requested change of zoning until 1996, approximately 100 citizens

attended the meeting. An accurate summary of the Rosen proposal,
as it had been presented to the Selectmen, the Kelly’s Corner

meeting, the Rosen neighborhood High School cafeteria meeting and

the Planning Board, was presented to the group, which included

residents from both sides of Route 2. The salient provisions in

the Master Plan and the details of the process by which Mr. Rosen

or his clients might seek the necessary zoning change were also

fairly presented.

2. With an understanding of the scope of the project that Mr.

Rosen is proposing to broker, all present appeared to be opposed to

the suggested development for a variety of reasons: greatly
increased traffic on Route 2, Piper, Taylor, Hosmer, Lawsbrook,
School, Route ill and Main Streets; detrimental effect on the

character of the town; impact on the surrounding neighborhoods; and

Chet Atkin’s fear that the mall would constitute an implicit
invitation to the state to convert the adjoining Route 2 prison
farm lands to non—rural uses seemed to be the major concerns.

3. Considerable apprehension was voiced by attendees that school

supporters and others in town might find the additional tax revenue

that would flow from a Route 2 strip mall to outweigh the

tremendous impact that the development sought by those who are

sponsoring Mr. Rosen would have on the quality of life in Acton,
not only for those who have invested in residences near the site,
but on the larger town. There was also substantial concern

expressed about bringing the Kellys Corner (now including the

schools) and South Acton septage to the proposed shopping center

parking lot.

4. organizational steps were taken, the most significant being
the development of a list of questions and concerns and a request
to all the attendees to fill out a questionnaire designed to

provide the group’s leadership information concerning the human

resources available among those concerned about the proposed
development. Another large group meeting was planned for December

1

SOFT iI.JflH ‘~ I.id1~4 E2:~øt~, ~T AOl’J



14, 1994 and the attendees were encouraged to attend our meeting on

November 22, 1994.

5. As the matter has been proposed, I am continue to be strongly
opposed to the Rosen development. I believe that the Selectmen

should not put an Article on the 1995 Annual Town Meeting Warrant

to change the auto auction zoning. It is my understanding that the

Planning Board feels that the whole ex-Giant shopping center/ex—
Digital site, Data Instruments Bite and auto auction site strip
zoning should change if any portion of it is to be changed, and

that that Board doubts it will be able to intelligently study the

ramificationB of such a radical departure from the Master Plan by
April 1995. Certainly the Selectmen haven’t had any time to study
the matter and there is undeniably strong citizen opposition. We

should not be rushed on a proposal to ch e zoning in a manner

that will have such a widespread imDa
, w atever the commercial

interests are that are involved.

Copy to: Town Manager

2

1~~

C- S03 !KJflH ‘8 I1~flJ E2:6~ t’6 St AO~.J



ACTON PLANNING DEPARTMENT

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

508-264-9636

Fax 508-264-9630

FAX TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET
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MARSHALL CROSSING PUBLIC HEARING

Continuation, Definitive Subdivision and PCRC Special Permit

Scenic Road and Public Shade Tree Removal

November 14. 1994 at &OO PM

NAME ADDRESS

~i’ ~T-~ AC~NI
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KELLEY’S CORNER PLANNING COMITTEE
.

Margaret Burr Sestrich
Resident
56 Brucewood East (W) 264-0236

Acton, MA 01720 (H) 263-8783

Alan J. Berko, DDS
Acton Dental Building (W) 263-8388

418 Mass. Ave. (H) 263-1263

Acton, MA 01720

Jean Butler

School Committee (H) 263-0108
144 School St.

Acton, MA 01720

Kenneth A. Sundberg
Carlson Real Estate (W) 263-5656

20 Henley Rd. (H) 263-1327

Acton, MA 01720

Richard Croswell

Planning Board (W) 617-547-5400
15 Mohawk Dr. (H) 263-9576

Acton, MA 01720

Robin Talkowski
Resident (W) 635-9585

169 Main St. (H) 263-7162 -

Acton, MA 01720

Anne B. Fanton

Resident (W) 617-451-2770

43 Fort Pond Rd. (H) 263-4989

Acton, MA 01720

Nancy Tavernier

Selectman (H) 263-9611

35 Mohawk Dr.

Acton, MA 01720

Wayne Friedrichs

Selectman (W) 975-5445

24 Windsor Ave. (H) 263-1557

Acton, MA 01720

Micki Williams

School Committee (H) 263-0183

5 Horseshoe Dr.

Acton, MA 01720

Arthur Gagne
Resident (H) 263-5819

16 Francine Rd.

Acton, MA 01720

Paula Wright
McDonald’s of Acton (W) 263-0811

256 Main St. (H) 443-3572

Acton, MA 01720

Joan Meyer
Acton Real Estate (W) 263-1166

371 Mass. Ave. (H) 263-5466

Acton, MA 01720

Thomas Caruso (Associate)
Concord Auto Dealers Exchange
P.O. Box 2257

Acton, MA 01720

Larry Nirenberg (Associate)
Samuels Associates (W) 617-247-3434

333 Newbury St., 2nd Fl

Boston, MA 02115 (H) 617-964-9533

Richard Hatfield (Associate)
Haartz Auto Fabric Co.

87 Hayward Rd. (W) 263-2741

Acton, MA 01720

Robert Pantzer

Data Instruments, Inc.

39 Nylander Way (W) 264-9550

Acton, MA 01720 (H) 264-0912

William Ryan (Associate)
Acton Public Schools

Charter Rd. (W) 264-4700

Acton, MA 01720

Guy E. Pardoe, Jr.

Resident (H) 263-4856

1 Townhouse Lane, #3

Acton, MA 01720

Jon Samuels (Associate)
Samuels Associates (W)617-247-3434
333 Newbury St., 2nd Floor

Boston, MA 02115 (H)617-527-6774

John Pavan

Planning Board (W) 617-578-1264
63 Windsor Ave. (H) 274-4370

Acton, MA 01720

rkc*17

Roland Bartl (Staff)
Donna Jacobs (Staff)

Planning Department (W)264-9636
472 Main St.

Acton, MA 01720



This Concerns You

The current proposal for the (350,000 sq. ft.!) shopping center on the

Auto Auction land will:
• profoundly alter the character of Acton
• increase traffic in and around our neighborhood
• Impede access to your home by closing Hosmer Street
• lower your house value

Rosen Associates (the developer) will present their proposal:
• To the Acton Planning Board on Monday evening, Nov. 14,
at approx. 9:00 pm in Room 204 at the Town Hall.

(the meeting, with other agenda, begins at 7:30 pm)
• To the Acton Selectmen on Tuesday evening, Nov. 22,
at 8.’lS pm in Room 204 at the Town Hall.

Please attend these public meetings to hear the proposal, ask

questions, and express your opinion. Our town officials will really
take notice if we demonstrate our concern in large numbers.

Town Meeting must pass a zoning change with a 2/3 majority in
order for the shopping center plan to progress. Town Meeting
almost never votes against the desires of a unified neighborhood.
This shopping center is far from a “done deaL” Join us NOW to

protect our neighborhood and our town.

Please share this information with your neighbors.

Distr~buzed by your concerned neighbors.. For more informaxion call 263-5598 (Herman & Suzanne
Kabakofi) or 263.5137 (Ken & Pat Sills).

4’
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~LL721c~I1
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF R~EVE~NUE

DIVISION OF LOCAL SERVICES

P.O. Box 9655 (617) 727-23O0

Boston, MA 02114 (FAX) (617) 727-6432

MflCHELL ADAMS

Commes~oner

LESLIE A KIRWAN

Deputy Comm~ss~or~er

Acton Board of Assessors

Town Hall - 472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

RE : NOTIFICATION OF PRELIMINARY CERTIFICATION

Dear Board Members:

The Bureau of Local Assessment has completed its preliminary review, of

your revaluation program and proposed assessments for all classes of real property
and personal property for fiscal year 1995. The Bureau’s statistical analysis of arms-

length residential sales indicates compliance with the Commissioner’s standards for

certification. In addition, the Bureau’s review of a representative sample of.parcels
as well as ‘its review of the utility personal property indicates a consistent

application of the valuation methodologies employed for these classes of property
throughout the community.

With the successful completion of this preliminary field review, you are now

authorized by the Bureau to proceed with the appropriate public disclosure process

necessary to receive final certification for these property classes. The procedures
required to complete the public disclosure process are outlined’ in the Bureau’s

“Assessment Certification Review Procedures”

When the Board of Assessors has reviewed has reviewed all assessment

changes resulting from the public disclosure process, please submit to this office the

“Assessment Adjustment List”, Form LA-lO, which identifies each parcel of

property whose assessment was changed in excess of ten percent of the propose4
valuation in effect during our review. .

.



•

•Acton Board of Assessors 2. November 14, 1994

These assessment changes will be reviewed in the Bureau of Local

Assessment. if you have any questions, Please feel free to call Gary McCabe, Chief

of Local Assessment at (617) 727~2300 ext 400.

Sincerely,

9~ry J. McCabe, CAE

• ,i~hief, Bureau of Local Assessment

GJM:ccg
cc: Board of Selectmen



Board of Selectmen

Town Hall

Main Street

Acton, MA 01718

558 Great Elm Way
Acton, MA 01718

November 17, 1994

I i(zz~9

Dear Members of the Board:

I sin writing in regard to the real estate tax classificatiOn issue now

pending before you. My husbandS and I attëndëd the hearing on November 8, 1994
and plan to attend the continuation on November 22, ~1994.

I agree with Mr. Ikinter’s comments at the hearing. As a taxpayer I wonder

how the Town could legally justify raising the residential real estate tax when

it is already too high.

I urge you to choose a methOd’~ of tax classification that will prevent the

real estate tax on our condo from increasing.

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard.

Sincerely

Stephanie 11111

1..



TO:

TOWN OF ACTON

INTER- DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: 11-09-9

John Murray, Assistant Town Manager

lLI7/�4L~4~

FROM: Brian McMullen, Assistant Assessor

SUBJECT: Littletons tax shift

It is my understanding that the Town of Littleton has adopted
an 1l~ tax shift for FY95. The results are a $15.65 Residential rate

and a $23.04 C.I.P rate. This shift represents a .5~ increase over

the prior years shift of 10.5%. Prior to the FY95 shift the Towns

levy percentages were as follows: Residential 73.78% C.I.P 26.22%.

he new levy percentages after the shift are: Residential 65.65%

.I.P 34.35%.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional

information.



November 15, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Nancy Tavernier

SUBJECT: Tax Classification discussion

Attached to this memo are two pages of information that I have gathered to

hopefully put the Tax Classification issues in better perspective for the Board.

The first is a table showing tax data from FY9O-FY95. From FY90 to FY92 the

Total Taxes paid by each class was increasing at a fairly similar ratio. Starting in

FY93, the annual percentage change between Residential and CIP taxes began to

dramatically diverge and has continued to this year. To repeat the obvious, CIP taxes

have dropped because their values have dropped which speaks to the second page.

From FY92-FY94, the CIP values dropped a total of $69 million but 35% of the

loss is due to abatements that were filed by the property owners requesting a

devaluation of their properties. Therefore, it is not fair to say that CIP values have

dropped solely because of the split tax rate.

We are being asked to return to a uniform tax rate which would result in a 9.2%

increase for residential property owners and a 15.9% decrease for commercial and

indusirial property owners. Even the Chamber’s suggestion of a 5% shift for this year

would result in a 8.1% increase for residents and a 11.6% decrease for business

owners.

Try as I might, I look at these figures and cannot in anyway say our decisions

have been “anti-business” with the 6 year cumulative percentage tax changes on

businesses ranging from +5.3% to -8.4%. If anything, we could be accused of being

“anti-resident” with 6 year cumulative percentage tax increases of +38.8% to 43%.

This name-calling is totally silly in any case.

This issue can be and has been looked at from every conceivable angle and it

still comes back to the basic premise - that the decision to split the tax or not is

purely political. I would ask to Board to look at the numbers for a uniform tax rate to

a 15% shift and decide which scenario inflicts the least harm on the greatest number of

people.



ASSESSED VALUE BY CLASS AND BY FISCAL YEAR

TOTAL TAXES BY CLASS AND BY FISCAL YEAR

($Mil)

15% 10% 7.5°6 5% Uniform

FY1990 FY 1991 FY1992 FY1993 FY1994 FY1995 FY1995 FY 1995 FY1995 FY1995

RESIDENTIAL

Resideflilal Value 1,376.1 1,395.9 1,148.9 1,157.3 1,158.7 1,211.5 1,211.5 1,211.5 1~211.5 1,211.5

Tax rate/1000 11.48 12.32 16.31 16.88 17.85 18.11 18.29 18.38 1847 18.65

TOTAL TAXES 15.797 17.197 i8.705 i9.535 20.682 21.940 22.158 22.267 2Z376 22.594

Annual%chg. +8.8% +8.7% +4.4% +5.8% +6% +7.1% +7.6% +8.1% +9.2%

% chg. FY9O-95 +38.8% +40.26% +40.9% +41.6% +43%

COMMER.IINDUS.1PP

C/I/P Value 368.5 368.2 303.7 297.4 259.3 234.7 234.7 234.7 234.7 234.7

Tax rate/1000 1~97 1~92 18.43 18.51 20.08 21.45 20.52 20.05 i9.59 18.65

TOTAL TAXES 4779 5.125 5.597 5.504 5.206 5.034 4.816 4.705 4597 4377

Annual % ch9~ +7.2% +9.2% -1.6% -5.4% -3.29% -7.4% -9.6% -11.6% -15.9%

% chg. FY9O-95 +5.3% +.77% -1.5% -3.8% -8.4%

Nancy Tavernier 11/15/94





SUBMITTED FOR

EFFECTS OF ABATEMENTS FY95

ON VALUATION CLASSIFICATION

FY 92 LESS % CHNG

TOTAL TOTAL ADJ AFTER

ASSESSMENTS ABATEMENTS VALUATION ABATEMENTS

RESIDENTIAL: 1,146,902,050 4,617,374 1,142,284,676

COMMERCIAL: 198,021.457 4,448,161 193,573,296

INDUSTRIAL: 85,507,000 2,890,381 82,616,619 ~ 3.4%

PERSONAL: 20,231,356 52,397 20,178,959 ~ 0.3%

TOTALS 1,450,661,863 12,008,313 1,438,653,550

FY 93 LESS % CHNG

TOTAL TOTAL ADJ AFTER

ASSESSMENTS ABATEMENTS VALUATION ABATEMENTS

RESIDENTIAL: 1,157,289,900 4,294,930 1,152,994,970

COMMERCIAL: 194,466,463 8,406,348 186,060,115

DUSTRIAL: 82,109,700 3,082,100 79,027,600 ~ 3.8%

PERSONAL: 20,808,054 142,185 20,665,869 ~ 0.7%

TOTALS 1,454,674,117 15,925,563 1,438,748,554 — 1.1%

FY 94 LESS % ClING

TOTAL TOTAL ADJ AFTER

ASSESSMENTS ABATEMENTS VALUATION ABATEMENTS

RESIDENTIAL: 1,158,650,300 2,415,101 1,156,235,199 • 0.2%

COMMERCIAL: 165,081,993 1,077,580 164,004,413 — 0.7%

INDUSTRIAL: 70,575,500 3,345,400 67,230,100 4.7%

PERSONAL: 23,599,923 573,887 23,026,036 2.4%

TOTALS 1,417,907,716 7,411,968 1,410,495,748 0.5%



TEL:617 573 7180 P. 002NOV. ~18 94~FRI) 09:02 FLEET MGT & REC CORP

Fleet Management & Recovery Corporation

William C. Mullin

Senior Vice President

Manager, Marketing Division

Memorandum

date November 18, 1994

to Board of Selectmen

Don Johnson

subject Outreach Program

DICTATED BY NOT READ

As we discussed a few weeks ago, I believe that Acton is a very positive place to do

business. I have found that the Town government welcomes, in a friendly and honest

way, all inquiries from businesses while appropriately balancing its role of guardian of

our voter-approved regulations.

I also believe that the most attractive aspect of doing business in Acton is summed up in

one word: demographics. Our community has a well-educated, growing,
relatively-high per capita income base, of population which makes operating retail and

office real estate a true opportunity.

Further, I believe that talking about Acton as ‘anti-business,~ which it is not, is a

self-fulfilling phrase. If the Chamber of Commerce continues to use that phrase,
investors, business owners, and tenants will reasonably want to know why that phrase
is being used.

I am certainly in favor of additional business in Acton, balanced, of course, with our

quality of life. In other words, I think iFs great that Roche Brothers likes Acton’s

demographics enough to move in, but I would not be in favor of running a nuclear

waste business out of some vacant land somewhere.

Direct Dial 617-573-2872

Facsimile 617.573-7180

Mailcode AM BO RI IF

HIOKM
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Memorandum

Page 2

I believe we must improve our outreach to business, and as such, propose that we adopt
a Contract with Acton Business Community. Of course, this is a draft and I welcome

your comments, changes, corrections, etc.

Contract With Acton Business Community

T~.i AI~mr~1ATIoNs:

1. The Acton Town Government affirms that the Acton business

community is a vital and positive part of Acton’s quality of life.

2. The Acton Town Government welcomes and encourages new and

current investment in Acton, consistent with local laws,

regulations, and the master plan.

3. It is important to attempt to minimize the tax burden on businesses,
as on residences.

4. Board of Selectmen will establish an economic development Task

Force, including members of the Board, other governmental
groups, and the Chamber of Commerce, to continue a process of

improving the climate for business in Acton.

5. The Board of Selectmen directs the Town Manager to assign a

member of his staff to be a designated ‘Ombudsman” who can

assist new and current business owners with governmental
questions.

6. The Board of Selectman will schedule regular quarterly meetings
with the Chamber of Commerce.

7. The Board of Selectmen directs the Town Manager to allocate a

regularly scheduled period of time on a monthly basis when

business owners can drop in to ask questions or discuss issues with

the Town Manager and his direct reports.

Direct Dial 617-573-2872

Facsimile 617-573-7180

Mailcode MA BO Ri iF

gJ-iflvli



NOV.;18 94(FRM 09:03 FLEET MGT & REC CORP TEL:617 573 7180 P.004

Memorandum

Page 3

8. The Board of Selectmen commits to provide the Acton business

community with a strong, solid, and sustaining infrastructure of

good roads, professional police and fire, etc.

9. The Board of Selectman will develop a commercial tenant outreach

program which will be made available to prospective commercial
tenants interested in locating their business in Acton.

10. Acton is good or business!

Direct Dial 617-573-2872

Facsimile 617-573-7160

Mailcoda M4 BORI1F

H:~DKM



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: November 8, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner~
SUBJECT: Concord Acton Squash Club, 29 Knox Trail

Site Plan Special Permit # 5/3/78-152 Amendment

I am in receipt of a request to amend the above referenced permit. Mr. ‘Wheeler

proposes to increase the size of his building by 10 feet. The purpose of this expansion
is to increase the size of all four courts within the building by 25 feet each.

According to Mr. ‘Wheeler the size of a regulation court has increased from 18.5 to 21

feet in width. There will not be any other changes to the site and no increase in the

amount of courts.

The Rules and Regulations for Site Plan Special Permits provides for minor

amendments to prior approved Site Plans. The rules provide that the Board must

find that the change is minor and that the amendment is not significant to the public
interest and is consistent with the purpose and intent of the Bylaw in order not to

have a new hearing. If the Board finds that this amendment is not minor I will

schedule the appropriate hearing. In anticipation that the Board may find that this

amendment is minor I have prepared a draft decision for your consideration.



AMENDED DECISION

SITE PLAN SPECIAL PERMIT # 5/3/78-152

CONCORD ACTON SQUASH CLUB

29 KNOX TRAIL PAGE 1 OF 2

Amended Decision of the Board of Selectmen on the Petition of John Wheeler on

behalf of Concord Acton Squash Club for the property located at 29 Knox Trail,
Acton, Massachusetts. Said property is shown on Acton Town Atlas map J4, parcel 7.

This Decision is in response to a request submitted to the Board on October 12, 1994

to amend the existing Site Plan Special Permit.

The Board exercises its powers to amend this permit without a new public hearing in

that the Board finds that such amendment is not significant to the public interest and

that such amendment is not inconsistent with the purpose and intent of the Bylaw
and the terms of the permit.

Submitted for the Board’s deliberated prior to the close of the meeting were the

following exhibits:

EXHIBIT I

A letter to the Board of Selectmen dated October 12, 1994 from Mr. Wheeler.

A revised site plan dated April 2, 1984 showing the proposed red line change.

EXHIBIT II

A letter to the Board from the Building Commissioner dated November 7,1994.

Based upon its reviewof the exhibits and the record of the proceedings, the Board

found and concluded that:

1. The building that was authorized by Site Plan Special Permit #5/21/84-244,
that was approved by the Board in 1984, was not built and therefore that

special permit is null and void. The previous special permit #5/03/78-152

remains in full force and effect with this amendment affecting only those

issues as shown on the exhibits.

2. The addition will only be used to expand the existing courts so as to be legal
size.

The Board voted to GRANT the requested Site Plan Special Permit amendment.
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Appeals

Any person aggrieved by this Decision may appeal pursuant to the General Laws,

Chapter 40A, Section 17, within 20 days after the filing of this Decision with the

Acton Town Clerk.

Witness our hand this day of
,
1994

Norman Lake, Chairman

I, Christine Joyce, hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Amended Decision of

the Board of Selectmen.

Christine Joyce, Recording Secretary

Date filed with Town Clerk Catherine Belbin, Town Clerk

To Whom it may concern: This is to certify that the 20 day appeal period on the

Amended Decision of Concord Acton Squash Club has passed and there have been no

appeals made to this office.

Date
__________ ________________________________

Catherine Belbin, Town Clerk

cc:~ Petitioner certified Mail #

Building Commissioner

Planning Board

Engineering
Conservation

Municipal Properties
Board of Health

Planning Boards- Concord, Littleton, Westford, Maynard,
Carlisle, Boxboro, Stow, Sudbury.

190



CONCORD ACTON SQUASH CLUB
2352 MAIN STREET

CONCORD, MASS. 01742
508-897-2972

October 12, 1994

Board of Selectmen

Town Hall

Acton, Ma. 01720

Gentlemen, Subject; Modification to Site Plan #5/3/78-152

We are asking for your approval to modify our existing site plan to allow the widening of

our squash courts to International width. This means that the courts will be widened

from 18.5 feet to 21 feet.

The game of squash has changed and is now played with a different ball on a wider court.

This addition will not result in any Increased capacity or usage since the number of

courts will remain the same. The change is required in order to allow us to continue to

compete for players In the changing recreation and squash market.

This will will require a 10 foot lengthening of the building as shown in the attached

drawing.

Background Information;

1. The existing site plan (#5 / 3 / 78=152) was approved for the construction of 2 outdoor

platform tennis courts. We did build one platform tennis court but It was taken Out 5

years ago and the club now offers only squash.

2. The existing septic system which was approved for use by a club with 4 squash courts~
and two platform tennis courts is under-utilized. This is shown In the marked up site

plan attached.

3. The marked up site plan was submitted in 1984 and was for the addition of a fifth

squash court. This site plan was approved but we did not Implement it.

4. We have marked up the 1984 site plan to show the planned addition. The addition Is

at the rear of building backing up the the W. R. Grace land. This addition will result In a

13 per cent Increase In the buildings footprint area. The distance from the building to

the rear lot line will be 30 feet.

5. No additional plumbing or electrical consumption will installed or used.

We would like to apply for a building permit In time for the changes to be made for

current winter squash season if possible.

Thank you.

Yours very truly,

ohn Wheeler

Proprietor
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THROPE, Janet E. A/B AC /30/96

SMITH, Barbara B. ACC /30/95
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TOWN OF ACTON

INTER—DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE 10 November 1994

TO Board of Selectmen

FROM : Volunteer Coordinating Committee

SUBJECT New Appointments

The VCC have voted to recommend the following applicants to appoint
ments inicated:

DE QUATTRO, Rosalie S. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a

two—year term expiring on 6/30/96. She served previosly from

1986—93.

THROPE, Janet E. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a two—

term expiring on 6/30/96. She served previously fro 1991—

SMITH, Barbara B. as Associate Member of the Acton Conservation

Commission for a one—year term expiring 6/30/95. She has

written articles on the ACC and is familiar with real

estate and development in the Boston area.

WOLF, Lisa J. asAssociate Member of the BOH for a one—year term

expiring 6/30/95.By education and experience she is well qualified
for this appointment. In addition, she has been an observed

of the BOH for the League of Women Voters for two years.

BENEDICT, Mark A. as Associate Member of
the BOH for a one—year

term expiring 6/30/95. He has considerable experience in septic,
sewer and treatment plant design and operations. He is also a

Professional Engineer.

BERRY, Peter J. as Member of BOAP for the unexpired term of S.

Crochett expiring 6/30/96. Peter has been servingAssociate
Member and has been recommended to Full Member by the BOAP.

MC GINTY, Margaret M. as Member of the COA for a one—year term

expiring 6/30/95.
.

She has worked for the Acton Adult Day
Health Center as Assistant Activity Director.
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TOWN OF ACTON VOLUNTEER APPLICATION

Besidents interested in serving on a Town Board, Committee, or Commission

are requested to complete this form and forward It to the office of the

Town Manager at the Acton Town Hall.

(Please print or type)
Date: 7

~#t~
______

___

• Last Name

~fg__iii~~
_________ _________

StreétAddress-~,--~ -• •:.-:-‘: --‘- Home-Phone

Please’refer to~the-other- side of-this sheet and indicate below, in.’order-of

preference, the Board, COmmttteè ,‘. or Commission which is of interest, to you:

, ~PC

Have, you been a member of a Board, Committee, or Commission previously (either

in Acton or elsewh re) ? If you have, please list name(s) and dates (approx):

‘~c~~
((

Do

How

Are

you h

long

you

ave any time restrictions ?

have you lived in Acton?

a US citizen 9

In

.

•

Massachusetts?

.

.

Present occupation and employer (optional attach resume)

Do you or your employer have any current or potential business relatiopship
with the Town of Acton that could create a conflict of interest?

___________

Education or special training
________________________________________________

Mrs

~$Dr ~O&q /‘j’~
-

-

- Firat- Name -

I

‘‘.“~‘~Middle Initial-

-.
Busihess- Phone’

2—06—90, CK over>



TRAI LER

Please list below any additional information or ccrrrr’ents which may help in the

matching of your interests with the most appropriate Board/Cc*miittee, such as civic
experience, special interests/hobbies, etc.

I +L~)LQ~& ~TQ~ cc J~ 6

Historical Ccnmission

Historic District Ccmnission -

Metropolitan Advisory Planning Council

Minuteman Hane Care .~.

Minuteman Vocational School Representative.. .~. ~
Planning Board

Prison Advisory- Cc*miittee

Public Ceremonies & Celebrations Ccrrmittee

Recreation Catmission

South Acton Revitalization Ccnmittee

Town Report Catmittee

Volunteer Coordinating Ccnmittee

Thank you. If you have questions or would like more information, please contact a

mai~ber of the Volunteer Coordinating CcErnittee (you can find out who the current

members are by calling the Town Manager’s office at Town Hall, 264-9612). The space

below is for the use of the Volunteer Coordinating Ccttmittee and the appointing body
to record the, status of your application.

F ACTON VOLUNTEER BOARDS, C MrrXI~S, AND CCt4MI SSIONS

Acton-Boxborough?

,
ilon

Appeals, Board a

Assessors, Board of

Cable Advisory Cäimittee

Cemetery Cciimissioners

Carmission on Disability
Conservation Ccmnission

Fair Housing Caimittee

Finance Cawnittee

Fort Devens Reuse Task Force

Hanscan Field Advisory Ccmuission

Health, Board of

APPOINTING BODY.: BOS / Thgr 1 modVCC IN’I’ERVI~’1

Applicant called: date/by
__________

Interview date

Scheduled date / time 7~’~,Se(~t~ IZ19’9~ f~ Appointed : Date.

To: Board

vcc RE~f~DATION: Date
________

Term

Board(s)
_______

/ Alt / Assoc

_______

Member / Alt / ~ssoc

_______

Member / Alt / Assoc

Date VCC recair~ndation sent to

~rMgr / Thod ~ t~(’ii-.

NOTIFICATION OF APPOIN~~T

Date received by VCC
____________

Notification by the VCC

Date carmittee notified
__________

JJ No openings at this time >>>> > Date applicant notified
__________

VcC100-2 .001 9-22-92, ~K



TOWN OF ACTON

INTER—DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE 10 November 1994

TO Board of Selectmen

FROM : Volunteer Coordinating Committee

SUBJECT : New Appointments

The VCC have voted to recommend the following applicants to appoint
ments inicated:

DE QUATTRO, Rosalie S. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a

two—year term expiring on 6/30/96. She ser-ved previosly from

1986—93.

THROPE, Janet E. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a two—

~~term expiring on 6/30/96. She served previously fro 1991—

SMITH, Barbara B. as Associate Member of the Acton Conservation

Commission for a one—year term expiring 6/30/95. She has

written articles on the ACC and is familiar with real

estate and development in the Boston area.

WOLF, Lisa J. asAssociate Member of the BOH for a One—year term

expiring 6/30/95.By education and experience she is well qualified
for this appointment. In addition, she has been an observed

of the B0I-I for the League of Women Voters for two years.

BENEDICT, Mark A. as Associate Member of
the BOH for a one—year

term expiring 6/30/95. He has considerable experience in septic,
sewer and treatment plant design and operations. He is also a

Professional Engineer.

BERRY, Peter J. as Member of BOAP for the unexpired term of S.

Crochett expiring 6/30/96. Peter has been servingAssociate
Member and has been recommended to Full Member by the BOAP.

MC GINTY, Margaret M. as Member of the COA for a one—year term

expiring 6/30/95.. She has worked for the Acton Adult Day
Health Center as Assistant Activity Director.



RECEIVED & .flLE11!

DAT

TOWN OF ACTON VOLUNTEER APPLICATION

c.-r-TOWN ERK. ACTON

esidents interested in serving on a Town Board, Committee, or Commission

are requested to complete this form and forward it to the office of the

Town Manager at the Acton Town Hall.

(Please print or type).
Date

______________________

Mr/~ ~1\
.

I
Ms / Dr ~

______________
_________

Last game Fire Name Middle Initial

~ C~C~,(~)cDc,d ~P~ocJ QQ~19O~ 2~OfO~t
Street Address .

Home Phone Business Phone

Please refer to the other side of this sheet and indicate below, in order of

preference, the Board, Coxnn2itteé, or Commission which is of interest to you:

1) k ~oa c’c~

3

ye you been a member of a Board, Committee, or Commission previously (either

in Acton or elsewhere) ? If you have, please list name(s) and dates (approx):

~~~C~O(\ ~O~A~1\(\ ~ C~u~i\ - ~t1 - ~

~sc~ ~%~T

Do you have any time restrictions 1

How long have you lived in Acton? ‘ in Massachusetts? 9 ~eos~c5
Are you a US citizen ? ~

Present occupation and pmPloYer (optional — attach resume)
____________________

3e\~’- ec~c\ç~\o~ed
Do you or your employer have any current or potential business relationship
with the Town of Act.on that could create a conflict of interest?

______________

Education or special training
___________________________________________________

2—06—90, CK over>



TRAILER

Please list below any additional information or ccmrents which may help in the
matching of your interests with the n~st appropriate Board/CauT~ittee, such as civic
experience, special interests/hobbies, etc.

L S~~r) n~ ~ ,,~co~xi\~ ‘~\r ~ ~ ~ ]~9j~J~j3

~Thre~rr cm

(~f~ ~ ~(\~AA~

) N ~ ~

TC~1N OF ACTON VOLUNTEER BOARDS, MITrj~S, AND ~ISSIONS

Acton-Boxborough Arts Council

Aging, Council on

Appeals. Board of

Assessors, Board of

Cable Advisory C~n’nittee

Cemetery Caimissioners

Ccmnission on Disability
Conservation Ccmnission

Fair Housing Catmittee

Finance Cannittee

Fort Devens Reuse Task

Hanscczn Field Advisory
Health, Board of

Historical Ccxnrtission

Historic District CclTmission

Metropolitan Advisory Planning Council

Minuteman Hai~e Care

Minuten~n Vocational School Representative
Planning Board

Prison Advisory Catrnittee

Public Cerencnies & Celebrations Ccmnittee

Recreation Ccmnission

South Acton Revitalization Caimittee

Town Report Carmittee

Volunteer Coordinating Catrnittee

Thank you. If you have questions or would like n~~re information, please contact a

member of the Volunteer Coordinating cc*miittee (you can find out who the current

rn~ers are by calling the Town Manager’s office at Town Hall, 264-9612). The space

below is for the use of the Volunteer Coordinating Camiittee and the appointing body
to record the status of your application.

Force

Cc*nnission

BOS / Thgr / ThodAPPOINTING BODY

Interview date

Appointed : Date

To: Board

Term

VCC INTERVIEW

Applicant called: date/by ~ .—4~

Scheduled date / time C — (7~ .~ Cf
e~9~-1
~,LJ~_4~

VCC REcct~1MENDATIoN: Date
________

Board(s) 4~~~/ Alt / Assoc

:u~-.~-tp~ ( ~f~e
_______

Member / Alt / Assoc NOTIFICATION OF APPOINTI~T

_______

Member / Alt / Assoc Date received by VCC
_____

Date VcC recatmendation sent to Notification by the VOC

Thgr / Thod I Date ccminittee notified

j No openings at this time >>>> .----> Date applicant notified
__________

VCC100—2 .001 9—22-92,.~(



TOWN OF ACTON

INTER—DEpARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE : 10 November 1994

TO : Board of Selectmen

FROM : Volunteer Coordinating Committee

SUBJECT : New Appointments

The VCC have voted to recommend the following applicants to appoint
ments inicated:

DE QUATTRO, Rosalie S. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a

two—year term expiring on 6/30/96. She served previosly from

1986—93.

THROPE, JanetE. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a two—

~~term expiring on 6/30/96. She served previously fro 1991—

SMITH, Barbara B. as Associate Member of the Acton Conservation

Commission for a one—year term expiring 6/30/95. She has

written articles on the ACC and is familiar with real

estate and development in the Boston area.

WOLF, Lisa J. asAssociate Member of the BOH for a one—year term

expiring 6/30/95.By education and experience she is well qualified
for this appointment. In addition, she has been an observe~1

of the BOH for the League of Women Voters for two years.

BENEDICT, Mark A. as Associate Member of
the BOll for a one—year

term expiring 6/30/95. He has considerable experience in septic,
sewer and treatment plant design and operations. He is also a

Professional Engineer.

BERRY, Peter J. as Member of BOAP for the unexpired term of S.

Crochett expiring 6/30/96. Peter has been servingAssociate
Member and has been recommended to Full Member by the BOAP.

MC GINTY, Margaret M. as Member of the COA for a one—year term

expiring 6/30/95.
.

She has worked for the Acton Adult Day
Health Center as Assistant Activity Director.
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TO~1~ OF ACTON VOLUNTEER APPLICATION ~ ~
~.&~Te-v~i .~41~Zc/ a 22— ~ F

Residents interested in serving on a Town Board, Committee, or Commission

are requested to complete this form and forward it to the office of the

Town Manager at the Acton Town Hall.

(Please print or type)
Date: dl /0.~:Z

‘I’
Mr /—44r-s

~ 4 i~rfV
_________

-

~

La/ Name F’irst Na~rne Middle Initial

~et7171/4’ 7Q/,~
- ~me~Phone J~~~7-J~Z6L

Please refer to the other side of this sheet and indicate below, in order of

preference, the ard, C~itte
,

Commission which is of interest to you:

1) L~
2

3~ / ~0 fl~ ~ ~

Have you been a member of a Board, Committee, or Commission previously (either

in Acton or elsewhere) ? If you have, please list name(s) and dates (approx):

,4~ /~ ~, 2~-t-h~p~) - 4’Ii’S -. ~‘i* J~f~

~ ~g/~ti,~~ - gi~~4
Do you have any tine restrictions ? J2z17’4~T;ILf /~~~ri1W ~‘~i!$
How long have you lived in Acton?

______________

in Hassa~usetts?
____________

Are you a US citizen
_______

Present occupation and employer (optional — attach resume)
____________________

,417*12i7 ~ i~<‘u~

Do you or your emp{oyer have any current or potential business relationship
with the Town of Acton that could create a conflict of interest? ,A2i2

Educat Ion or special training - 4 /J1’~~r~iI,?’ 47 ~
~D -p,~

2-06-90, CK over>



Please 1ist~ below any additlonftl Information or comments which may help in the

matching of your interests with the most appropriate Board/Committee, such as

civic experience, special interests/hobbies, ete:

TOWN OF ACTOH VOLUNTEER BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS

Acton—Boxborough Arts Council

Aging, Council on

Appeals, Board of

Assessors, Board of

~Comm I t tee

Cemetery Commissioners

Commission on Disability
Conservation Commission

Fair Housing Committee

Finance Committee

Hanscom Field Advisory Commission

Health, Board of

Historical Commission

Historic District Comission

~Commit tee

Metropolitan Advisory Planning Council

Minuteman Home Care

Minuteman -Vocational School Representative
Planning Board

Prison Advisory Committee

Public Ceremonies & Celebrations Committee

Recreation Commission

South Acton Revitalization Committee

Town Report Committee

5e~co~-~eA ~ ro~/F’t~’~”~13 t~k F~ort~
Volunteer Coordinating Committee

Thank you. If you have questions or would like more information, please
contact a member of the Volunteer Coordinating Committee (you can find out

who the current members are by calling the Town Manager’s office at Town Hall,

261~~9612). The space below is for use by the Volunteer Coordinating Committee

and the appointing body to record the status of your application.

VCC RECOMMENDATION: date re~(.~((’~z-~
Board(s) 1~’P’V ~ Alt /Assoc.

__________

Member / Alt /Assoc

Member / Alt /Assoc

VCC INTERVIEW

applicant called: date/by

scheduled date / time

APPOINTING BODY: DOS / TM~r / TMod

Interview date
___________________

Appointed: Date
-

to: Board

Term

~LL’

Date VCC recommendation sent to

TMgr / TMod 1(—LO-—’~U-k

() No openings at this time >)>>—--——--—>

NOTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT

Date received by VCC
_______

Notification by the VCC

Date committee notified

Date applicant notified

~i’-.-~9’2_ CK-TM



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: September 23, i994

TO: Volunteer Coordinating Committee

FROM: Duncan Wood, Chairman Zoning Board of Appeals
SUBJECT: Resignation of a Board Member

As you may be aware, Stephen Crockett recently resigned from the Board of Appeals.
This resignation has left the Board short one member. Janet Clark who is the longest
standing alternate has not expressed an interest in becoming a member. Peter Berry,
who is also an alternate, is interested in becoming a full member. It is my
recommendation that his name is forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for

consideration as a full member. We also need another alternate. Thank-you for

your help.



TOWN OF ACTON

INTER—DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE 10 November 1994

TO : Board of Selectmen

FROM : Volunteer Coordinating Committee

SUBJECT New Appointments

The VCC have voted to recommend the following applicants to appoint
ments inicated:

DE QUATTRO, Rosalie S. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a

two—year term expiring on 6/30/96. She served previosly from

1986—93.

THROPE, Janet E. as member of the A/B Arts Council for a two—

~~term expiring on 6/30/96. She served previously fro 1991—

SMITH, Barbara B. as Associate Member of the Acton Conservation

Commission for a one—year term expiring 6/30/95. She has

written articles on the ACC and is familiar with real

estate and development in the Boston area.

WOLF, Lisa J. asAssociate Member of the BOH for a one—year term

expiring 6/30/95.By education and experience she is well qualified
for this appointment. In addition, she has been an observed

of the BOH for the League of Women Voters for two years..

BENEDICT, Mark A. as Associate Member of
the BOH for a one—year

term expiring 6/30/95. He has considerable experience in septic,
sewer and treatment plant design and operations. He is also a

Professional Engineer.

BERRY, Peter J. as Member of BOAP for the unexpired term of S.

Crochett expiring 6/30/96. Peter has been servingAssociate
Member and has been recommended to Full Member by the BOAP.

MC GINTY, Margaret M. as Member of the COA for a one—year term

expiring 6/30/95.. She has worked for the Acton Adult Day
Health Center as Assistant Activity Director.



TOWN OF ACTON VOLUNTEER APPLICATION

Residents interested In serving on a Town Board, Committee, or Commission

are requested to complete this form and forward it to the office of the

Town Manager at the Acton Town Hall.

(Please print or type) /
Date: /

~ )y,~ ~ ~2z~a~c~r
____

Last Name I First’t~ame Middle Initial

~(
________

________

Street Address Home Phone Business Phone

“Please refer to the other side of this sheet and indicate below, in order of

preference, the Board, Committee, or Commission which is of interest to you:

1) ~o~-h~,J O~

2)

3

Have you been a member of a Board, Committee, or Commission previously (either

in Acton or elsewhere) ? If you have, please list name(s) and dates (approx):

1~o i~- oj- L~tvi~i~ ‘~‘1,(2’7T /fj/~~~

Do you h

How long

Are you

ave any time restrictions ? l’t’or’ A’ 6~c~’T
have you lived In Acton? In Massachusetts? 37/ri~

a US citizen ?.

Present occupation and employer (optional — attach resume)

d I ~do ~ - ~ ESL_ fr~

Do you or your employer have any current or potential business relationship
with the Town of Acton that could create a conflict of Interest? ~

Education or special training 17~t1 I~sT~T

i~ ~o~T~I~\/~
h~~i ~t0~T~ ~ ~

2-06-90, CK ~ ~,‘~-- ~ -q, 4~?-~ over>



..~ ~

~1
Please list below any additional information or comments which may help in the

matching of your interests with the most appropriate Board/Committee, such as

civic experience, special interests/hobbies, eto

IfJt)/,/c~I~ 171 ~ C C~s~t’) Jo~1

/a~~ ~ /9~9~ g~,5ra~7

TOWN OF ACTON VOLUNTEER BOARDS, COMMITTEES1 AND COMMISSIONS

Act on—Boxborough Arts Council

Aging., Council on

Appeals, Board of

Assessors, Board of

~Committee

Cemetery Commissioners

Commission on Disability
Conservation Commission

Fair Housing Committee

Finance Committee

Hanscom Field Advisory Commission

Health, Board of

Historical Commi3sion

Historic District Commission

~Committee

Metropolitan Advisory Planning Council

Minuteman Home Care

Minuteman Vocational School Representative

Planning Board

Prison Advisory Committee

Public Ceremonies & Celebrations Committee

Recreation Commission

South Acton Revitalization Committee

Town Report Committee

~e~o ~t1 ~ po ~ De.ve.It3 i~s k F~rt~
Volunteer Coordinating Committee

Thank you. If you have questions or would like more Information, please
contact a .member of the Volunteer Coordinating Committee (you can find out

who the current members are by calling the Town Manager’s office at Town Hall,

26~—9612). The space below is for use by the Volunteer Coordinating Committee

and the appointing body to record the status of your application.

VCC INTERVIEW

applicant called: date/by
___________

scheduled date / time
________________

VCC RECOMMENDATION: date
___________

Board(s) C.~1-\ / Alt /Assoc t•

~. ~3e/c~
Member / Alt /Assoc

Member / Alt /Assoc

Date VCC recommendation sent to

TMgr / THOd
___________

() No openings at this time >>>>—--——>

APPOINTING BODY: BOS / TMgr / TMOd

Interview date

Appointed: Date

to:
.

Board

Term

NOTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT

Date received by ‘ICC
_______________

Notification by the VCC

Date committee notified

Date applicant notified

-~2_ CK - TM
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Jean D. Sifleet

5 Sandy Drive

Acton, MA. 01720

November 14, 1994

Members of the Board of Selectmen &

Don Johnson, Town Manager
Town of Acton

472 Main Street

ACton, Ma. 01720

Re: Proceeds from Sidewalk Cafe &

Request for decision re allocation of Sweeney & Chapter 90 funds.

Dear Members of the Board & Mr. Johnson:

Enclosed are checks totally $649 which represent the proceeds from the sale of

( coffee and donuts at the Sidewalk Cafe at School Street Soccer fields for the

weeks 9/24 through 11/12/94. This brings the total amount raised from this

effort to $784 ($135 previously remitted from weeks 9/10 & 9/17 plus the

enclosed $649)

Man people contributed to this effort and many more signed the petitions
w ich have been forwarded to you. I want to share with you some of

questions and comments that I heard repeatedly at the Sidewalk Cafe.

Why can’t the Town move ahead with this?

Why do we have to raise money for a sidewalk?

Sidewalks are supposed to be a Town priority.

Why did they repave Main Street which was in fine condition

when we need sidewalks all over Town?

Didn’t we vote money for sidewalks at Town Meeting?

Can you help me answer these questions? It seems that little progress has

been made to move forward on a project that has been on the drawing boards for

two years and for which there is a broad demonstration of support in the

community.

In addition, I would like to know the status of my proposals to reallocate the

Sweeney and Chapter 90 monies to the School Street Sidewalk fund. Don

Johnson’s memo of October 7, 1994 indicated that additional information was

needed before the Board can address my proposals. I hope that the outcome of

the ballot question 8 (which does not restrict reallocation of the highway
funds) will enable the Board to move ahead with confidence on this matter.

Thank you for your prompt response.

Sincerely, ,~

~j/.

Jean D. Si~Yeet



TOWN OF ACTON ~\\~
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUMCATION (~)

November 15, 1994

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

FROM: Dean A. Charter, Municipal Properties Directo(J~
SUBJECT: Holiday tree lighting

I have been in contact with Rita Dolan, of the Friends of the Acton Nursing
Service, regarding the “Festival of Trees”, which will be held in Mid-December here

in Town Hall. Our suggestion is that we coordinate the lighting of the Town tree

with the festivities here in Town Hall, to make it more of a community celebration.

The “Festival of Trees” will be held on Sunday, December 11, and, if the Selectmen

permit, we would like to light the Town tree around Five PM as part of that activity.

If you have any questions or comments, please get back to me so that we can firm

up the schedule.

DAC/471



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: November 16, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner
SUBJECT: Site Plan Special Permit #10/28/71-26 amendment

341 Great Road, Shell Oil, Sidewalk contribution

I am in receipt of a contribution of $9,000 to be used for sidewalks. Condition
3.2 provides that this contribution was to be given prior to issuance of the Building
Permit. It is my recommendation that the Board accept this contribution for its’
intended purpose.



ii~1OI~7u’ ‘:o3~Oo26?’: ~3O~L~33~36 SO’~”

SHELL OIL COMPANY

DATE.

nfl LAPSPAY:J~ ~UW9

• TO TOWN OF ACTON..

~THE..: 472 MAIN STREET

ORDER:~ AcTON, h1a 01720

CHEMICAL BANE DELAWARE

WIL$INGTON, DE.
:.

11-08-94 CHECK NO. 990497
1.• 62-26/311 3313~9

PAYEE NO. HT00000000000000

VENDOR NO. T7196503
CRNO 5062990497

2/5 ~&4—
TREASURER

AMOUNT

$*****ZX9~OOO.O0



TOWN OF ACTON

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: 17 Noveber 1994

FROM: W. A. Citizens’ Libra~y

TO: Board of Selectmen/Town Manager/Town Clerk

SUBJECT: Trustee Vacancy

Trustees nominate Mr. Robert Loomis for appointment to

fill Mr. Clary’s vacant posItion on the Board of Trustees.

Request The Selectmen appoint Mr. Loomis to this position
until 1995 Annual Town Meeting when he can be elected to

fill the unexpired term of Mr Clary until 1996.

~~

RECEIVED & FILED

~

TOV~I CLERK, ACTON



Town of Acton
_________________

Planmng Department

472 Main Street Acton, Massachusetts 01720

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager DATh: October 4, 1994

FROM: Roland Barti, AICP, Town Planner ~ /,i’.

SUBJECT: McGovern Estates Subdivision - Related Improvements in Robbins Street

This is a follow up of the Planning Board’s approval of the McGovern Estates
Subdivision off Robbins Street and Overlook Drive in South Acton. The Planning Board

required that the developer, Kavanagh Homes, choose between three options of roadway
improvements in the area. The developer has chosen the following:

1) The Applicant shall lower or otherwise adjust the grades in Robbins Street

near house numbers 51-59 (more or less) to improve sight distance, sufficient
in the opinion of the Board (...)

Since public ways come under the control of the Board of Selectmen, I believe that the

Selectmen’s approval is required for this project.

In accordance with the Planning Board’s decision, Kavanagh Homes has submitted a plan
for this work. The plan would lower the street surface by 1 foot at the point of the

deepest cut, and improve sight distance by 40± feet. It has been approved in principle
by the Engineering Department and the Planning Board. Details concerning the possible
need to lower the water and gas mains will still have to be worked out before the project
can go ahead. Also, the work would involve the removal of one public shade tree. The

Planning Board and the Tree Warden will hold a joint public hearing as required under

the Scenic Road Bylaw.

The Planning Board’s decision states, that prior to the issuance of any occupancy permit
in the McGovern Estates Subdivision, the developer must either perform the work or

bond the work under the standard subdivision bonding provisions. Building permits in
the subdivision have been issued during the course of the summer. I expect the houses to

be ready for occupancy soon. Therefore, I must know at this time if the proposed work
would be acceptable to the Board of Selectmen.

I recommend that the Board of Selectmen approve the work as outlined above and
shown on Plan & Profile, Robbins Street, Acton Mass.; dated June 16, 1994 and last
revised on September 23, 1994; prepared by. Landtech Consultants Inc. for Kavanagh
Homes Inc. (see attached copies), subject to the usual requirements for work in the

public way as handled by the Engineering and Police Departments.

To the degree that this work constitutes a gift to the of Acton I recommend that it also
be accepted as a gift. All work will be performed by Kavanagh Homes.

xc: Planning Board

David Abbt

rbsubd.94*13



:.~AP~hIC INFORMATION TAKEN FROM A FIF’
-

SURVEY BY LANDTECH CONSULTANTS

MUM N.A.V.D. 1988. BENCHMARK IS ,~ ,HOWN.

.E11ES,.~HOWN ARE APPROXIMATE. CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY LOCA11ON OF U11LITJES

J.i~TO’ CONSTRUCTION: DIGSAFE (1—800—322—4844) SHALL BE NOTIFIED PRIOR TO

ANY EXCAVA11ON

~ COÔ~INAT1ON WITH THE ACTON WATER DISTRICT (508—263—9107) SHALL BE MADE

~ PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION.

I”IVEWAYS AFFECTED SHALL BE RESURFACED WiTH SAME MATERIAL AS EXISTS CURRENTLY

i.~OÜRING CONSTRUC11ON, A SINGLE TWO—WAY LANE OF TRAFFIC MUST REMAIN OPEN. A

POLICE DETAIL MAY BE NECESSARY.

.~‘PROPER CONSTRUCTION WARNING SIGNS WILL BE REQUIRED AT EITHER END. OF THE ~JOB

~3 SPECIFIED IN SECTiON 6 OF THE “MANUAL OF UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES~

~,RED;BY THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ASSOCIA11ON.

T’OSED REDUCTION IN CREST HEIGHT OF THE ROADWAY IS NOT INTENDED. TO MEET

_.,..IAY DESIGN’ STANDARDS, BUT RAThER TO IMPROVE THE EXIS11NG VERTiCAL.~ SIGHT

DISTANCE DEFICIENCY

‘PLAN & PROFILE

8/10/94 ENGR. COMMENTS . MAC

SCALE: AS SHOWN DATE: JUNE 16, 1994

ROBBINS STREET
ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Prepared for: KAVANAGH HOMES, INC.

503 MAIN DUNSTABLE ROAD

NASHUA, NH

_

9/23/94 ENGR COMMENTS SMF

•tt; ~

_DATE REVISION BY

Design

JP J

Draft

SMF

Check

CML

Job. No.
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LANDTECH
Consultants, Inc.

Civil Engineers, Land Surveyors, Project Management

7 Doris Drive, Suite 68 No. Cheimsford, MA 01863

(508) 251—9838
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Jean D. Sifleet

5 Sandy Drive

Acton, MA. 01720

November 14, 1994

Members of the Board of Selectmen &

Don Johnson, Town Manager
Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, Ma. 01720

Re: Proceeds from Sidewalk Cafe &

Request for decision re allocation of Sweeney & Chapter 90 funds.

Dear Members of the Board & Mr. Johnson:

Enclosed are checks totally $649 which represent the proceeds from the sale of

coffee and donuts at the Sidewalk Cafe at School Street Soccer fields for the

weeks 9/24 through 11/12/94. This brings the total amount raised from this

effort to $784 ($135 previously remitted from weeks 9/10 & 9/17 plus the

enclosed $649)

Many people contributed to this effort and many more signed the petitions
which have been forwarded to you. I want to share with you some of the

questions and comments that I heard repeatedly at the Sidewalk Cafe.

Why can’t the Town move ahead with this?

Why do we have to raise money for a sidewalk?

Sidewalks are supposed to be a Town priority.

Why did they repave Main Street which was in fine condition

when we need sidewalks all over Town?

Didn’t we vote money for sidewalks at Town Meeting?

Can you help me answer these questions? It seems that little progress has

been made to move forward on a project that has been on the drawing boards for

two years and for which there is a broad demonstration of support in the

community.

In addition, I would like to know the status of my proposals to reallocate the

Sweeney and Chapter 90 monies to the School Street Sidewalk fund. Don

Johnson’s memo of October 7, 1994 indicated that additional information was

needed before the Board can address my proposals. I hope that the outcome of

the ballot question 8 (which does not restrict reallocation of the highway
funds) will enable the Board to move ahead with confidence on this matter.

Thank you for your prompt response.

Sincerely, ~

Jdan D. Si eet

V



TO: Don Johnson

FROM: Trey Shupert

DATE: October 3, 1994

SUBJ: WEST ACTON VILLAGE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

**** ************************************* ******************

First of all, let me apologize for the delay in responding to

your request for clarification on the West Acton Village Plan

recommendations. At the end of June, there was a significant
down turn in quarterly revenue at my company and I was given
the responsibility to reduce the employee-population by 30%.

Coupled with the down turn in the business, the CEO also

announced his resignation, which enabled me to exercise a

clause in my agreement to voluntarily resign with a severence

package. I spent July and August coordinating the

outplacement of 100 employees, transitioning my own work in

time for a September 2nd departure date, contacting my Human

Resources network, interviewing for new opportunities and,

finally, making a decision on an offer. All this, plus
numerous household projects, vaacation, Planning Board,

etc.,etc., etc., has accounted for the delay.

The good news is that I did accept a new position, and

started on September 6th (so much for some time off between-

jobs...), I finished most of the household projects and had a

good vacation.

Attached is my formal response to concerns about the West

Acton Village Plan.

If you, or any members of the Board of Selectmen have any

questions at all, please do not hesitate to call me at work

or at home. Again, my apologies for the delay and I’ll look

forward to talking with you soon.

CZ<) 1)1*~ES ,~~tS /AJE~&S

/A/d4~CJVL d1~~ici.

IP P~cisc~
-I-I.



DATE: 10/3/94

TO: Don Johnson

Board of Selectmen

FROM: William H. “Trey” Shupert

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan Clarification

This memorandum will hopefully serve as a clarification and reinforcement of Mr.

Don Johnson’s memorandum of July 8, 1994 and Mr. Roland Bartl’s memorandum of-

July 7, 1994.

It is my understanding that, after closer review of the actual Plan, several questions
were raised by the Board of Selectmen and Town staff, concerning the prioritizing of
action recommendations and the feasibility of implementation of those
recommendations.

The action recommendations are just that, recommendations. In formatting the West
Acton Village Plan document, the planning committee reviewed all of the
recommendations that were submitted from public input via surveys, large meetings,
and small neighborhood meetings. There were actually well over 175 recommendations
for consideration. All were worthy of inclusion, but the committee chose to include

specific recommendations which would bring the most positive and direct impact to the

Village when implemented. To reach a decision on which recommendations should be

included, we prioritized (high, medium, low) each recommendation. This prioritization
was changed to just high priority and unspecified categories at the recommendation of
the Town Planner. In retrospect, it may have been better to leave the priorities in
three categories. However, the committee truly believes that these recommendations

are critical actions which, when implemented, will have significant positive and long
term impact on the Village.

There was some disagreement among the various Town department heads as to the

feasibility of implementation of some of the action recommendations. Each department
head did provide written feedback on the draft plan. Let me assure you that the
committee carefully considered all of the feedback. While we made adjustments to the

plan based upon the input we received from Town department heads, we did not

implement most of their feedback. Much of the feedback was based, understandably,
as not feasible due to a lack of financial resources. We understand that the department
heads have a responsibility to manage within an operating budget that is severely
constrained. However, the committee chose to shift out of the budget paradigm, and
instead focus on what would enhance the Village.

We never communicated our position or thoughts back to the Town department heads
and I take full responsibility for this mistake. On a side note, we did learn from this

experience. We have already scheduled meetings with department heads to review
their feedback, face to face, on the South Acton Village Plan. This is an excellent way
for all of us to talk through the feedback and reach agreement on action

implementation or alternative ways to implement the “intent” of a specific action
recommendation. Let me emphasize that, with the West Acton Village Plan

recommendations, we are leaving the implementation to the expertise of the various
Town departments. If there is an easier way to accomplish the specific action
recommendation, or the intent of the recommendation, the committee defers to the

1



Town department or board responsible.

Concerning one specific action recommendation on a West Acton MBTA stop, the.

committee spent some time developing an action recommendation. Our initial position
was that Acton should investigate the feasibility of reinstating the West Acton train

stop. After much discussion and some direct feedback from the village residents that

our position was weak, we decided to take a formal stance supporting reinstatement.

Now that the committee has stated this position, a logical next step would be to

investigate the feasibility of reinstating the MBTA stop. During that process, it will

become clear as to whether a stop is feasible.

As I stated at the beginning, the action recommendations are recommendations. -

Nothing is set in concrete and we are not holding Town boards and staff accountable

for immediate implementation. However, we hope that the Plan will not be put on a

shelf to be forgotten. The recommendations are suggestions of the residents and

business owners who live and work within the Village. Who better than them would

know the critical improvements necessary to enhance the character and vitality of the

Village?

We certainly understand the financial crisis that Acton faces on an ongoing basis.

Many of these recommendations may not be financially feasible at this time. You will

note that we have taken this into consideration by not including deadlines for

implementation of the various action items. Rather, it is our strong desire to have the

Plan utilized by Town staff as a roadmap and guideline for improvements within West

Acton. As the Town goes through its annual budgeting process, the committee would

expect that the Town department heads would review the document and consider the

action recommendations in planning projects, programs and services for each new fiscal

year. Many of the actions are easily implemented, and in fact, several have already
been completed!

Finally, I strongly urge that the Town move forward with the application process to

designate West Acton Village as a Concentrated Development Center (CDC). While the

application does include the listing of action recommendations for improvements, CDC
designation does not hold Acton accountable for any timeline for implementation or

prioritized order of implementation. The CDC designation simply opens a door for

possible federal and/or state funding or grants for infrastructure projects within West

Acton. It leaves the decision of which projects to apply for funding directly to the
discretion of the Town.

Thank you for your review and consideration, and I will be happy to answer any of

your questions via phone (w)836-1775, (w)262-1442, (h)263—9497] or at a future Board of

Selectmen meeting.

cc: Planning Board

Planning Department

2



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGERS OFFICE

DATE: July 8, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Don P. Johnson. Town Manager

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan -

In my memo to you dated June 17, I noted that we would not bring this subject back

before the Board until matters were more clearly settled. Roland’s attached comments begin

that process but they are not quite where I believe Trey Shupert and I were in our most recent

conversation.

I am forwarding Roland’s memo to update you as to the current status but it is not yet

ready for your agenda. I am waiting for Trey’s letter. I expect Trey to more clearly state that

the listed action recommendations are precisely that
...

recommendations
...

to be taken into

consideration as the wishes of the residents of the area but not as mandates or projects that are

anticipated as imminent by the Committee. I also expect him to indicate that the desire was to

show the decision makers what the residents would optimally like and give guidelines for goals

to be achieved, if possible. Specified remedies in the plan have been described to me as

suggested methods for achieving the intended goals, not directives.

The understanding that I have of my conversation with Trey is that the plan was intended

to present the preferred goals of the neighborhood. The desire would be to achieve all of these

goals; however, if they are impossible or otherwise impracticable, the Committee’s desire was

to give broad guidelines that would allow decision makers to factor-in the citizen’s preferences

when and where possible. In other words, use this information as a resource and apply

common sense.



By copy of this memo to Trey I am asking that he note my interpretations and, in his

letter, address any misconceptions I may have developed.

cc: Roland Barti

Trey Shupert
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Town of Acton t~’ Planning Department

472 Main Street Acton, Massachusetts 017~) (508) 264-9636

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager DATE: July 7. 1994

FROM: Roland Bartl, AICP, Town Planner 1>.

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan Implementation - Clarification

The Planning Board at its meeting on June 27, 1994 discussed the issues raised following
the Planning Board’s recommendations for implementation of the West Acton Village
Plan, dated May 24, 1994.; The Planning Board will clarify its understandmg of how the

action recommendations of the Plan should be viewed and how their implementation
might best be accomplished. Mr. Trey Shupert, Vice Chairman of the Planmn~ Board

and Chairman of the now dissolved West Acton Village Planning Committee, will write a

letter on behalf of the Planning Board to the Board of Selectmen explaining the Planning
Board’s views on the matter.

For my part, I regret the disagreements between the Plan’s recommendations and the

opinions of some department heads and the misunderstandings that apparently have

resulted from the May 24 communication. More direct, face to face communication,
rather than memos and letters, between the Department Heads and the Village Planning
Committee might have resulted in a better understanding of the issues on both sides. In

future ~jilanning efforts, I will make sure that there will be an opportunity for direct

interaction.

The following describes my understanding of how the Plan’s action recommendations

should be understood. I suspect this is not going to be very different from what Mr.

Shupert will write on behalf of the Planning Board.

1. All input from the public meetings; surveys and responses to the draft plan have

been considered carefully before drafting the final plan document. If specific
recommendations and comments made by staff to the draft plan have not resulted

in a change or elimination of a specific action recommendation, then this fact

reflects this careful consideration of all input received.

2. The action recommendations of the West Acton Village Plan, as with any other plan
document should not be ignored. They should be taken seriously and be actively
pursued. Progress in small increments is better than no progress at all.

3. Running the Town with limited resources requires that decision makers at all levels

consider the various needs that exist at any given moment. Clearly, the West Acton

Village Plan action recommendations must be viewed in this light. The

recommendations should be considered as an aid to help remind decision makers

what needs exist in the West Acton Village planning area, all compiled in one place
and easy to read. These would always have to be weighed with others needs which

Page 1



amongst many might be action recommendations from other planning documents.

such as the 1991 town wide Master Plan or another village area plan.

4. The action recommendations are submitted by the Planning Board to the Board of

Selectmen in the hope that the Board of Selectmen will pass them on to Town

departments and staff. The Planning Board believes it would be helpful if the

Plan’s action recommendations were to be organized in categories showing which

action the Board of Selectmen considers to be the principal responsibility of which

department. The Planning Board has attempted to organize the list in this fashion.

The Board of Selectmen may feel that some changes to the assignments must be
made. In any case, this list should not be considered a marching order, but rather a

guide to help department heads understand what the major issues are. Knowledge
and acknowledgment of the recommendations by the departments would be helpful!
since opportunities may arise over the years by which individual departments may
be in the position to address certain recommendations in a way not contemplated
today. They may not see the opportunities if they are not aware of the Plan

recommendations.

5. The action recommendations in the West Acton Village plan are sometimes very
specific. They represent the planning conunittee’s best effort to identify a way to

address an obvious need. This does not mean, that Town staff should feel limited in
their creativity to address the underlying problem in a different and perhaps better

way.

6. The action recommendations are formulated to give the final desired state to be

achieved. It is clear, that some of these action recommendations need further study
and multiple preliminary steps before they can be implemented. It is also

understood, that in one or the other case such study or preliminary work might
reveal obstacles which could have the result that the action recommendation must

be shelved, at least for the time being, or that a change may be required in the way

implementation is sought, or that the action recommendation might have to be

modified to achieve similar results.

With the above in mind, I re-submit for your and the Board of Selectmen’s consideration
the attached list of action recommendations. The list as previously submitted did not

include any action recommendations which are already implemented. These were the

recommendation related to the zoning changes adopted by Town Meeting in April 1994.

I have made some changes, additions and clarifications which are highlighted.

The West Acton Village Planning Conunittee attached a “high priority” rating to almost

75 percent of the attached action recommendations. The committee struggled with the

priority ratings. Clearly, the Plan reflects the committee’s feeling that this many were

important enough to deserve a high rating. It was also feared, that giving certain action
recommendations a medium or low priority rating might give the wrong impression to

readers that they are not important, and that they should or need not be implemented
until the high priority recommendations are done. Independent from its priority rating.
every action recommendation has its merits and deserves to be implemented as the

opportunity and ability to do so arise. Therefore, I have deleted the priority ratings from

the attached list.

xc: Planning Board

ridc.94*46
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July 7, 1994

West Acton Village Plan Implementation

The following Action Recommendations have been grouped according to the boards,
committees, commissions or departments most likely to be responsible for implementation.
aarifications are added in italics. They are not contained in the completed West Acton Village
Plan document

Board of Selectmen, Planning Board, Board of Appeals (added), Building & Planning Depts.

Encourage off-street walkway connections between buildings in West Acton Village for

improved pedestrian circulation and to encourage one-stop shopping.

Require landscaping and adequate, accessible parking in the rear of all new commercial

developments.

Encourage off-street driveway connections between off-street parking lots in West Acton

Village for improved vehicle circulation off of the public ways.

Limit and discourage development of commercial uses in strip malls that create

congestion and are not compatible with the Village environment.

Encourage the development of a pedestrian pathway from Massachusetts Avenue to

Arlington Street (Between Central Street and Spruce Street.)

Encourage developers of vacant parcels of land surrounding West Acton Village to use

cluster methods of development

(The above six action recommendations would be primarily the responsibility of the named permit granting
authorities when issuing decisions on special permit and variance applications. Planning and Building
Department staff would be responsible for reviewing applications with these planning objectives in mind and

making appropriate recommendations to facilitate plan implementation.)

Establish criteria through Zoning and Site Plan Regulations for the siting of new

construction and the atteralion of existing buildings and structures to protect West Acton’s

village character. (The zoning has been adopted to help implement this recommendation - see Zoning
Bylaw new Section 10.4.3.9. The Site Plan Special Permit Rules and Regulations should be reviewed to

see if any additional information is needed in applications and proposed plans to allow full review under this

section.)
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Investigate the possibility of utilizing grant monies available from state and federal

agencies and research other economic development programs that will help small

shopkeepers slay in the Village where they add life to the street, provide convenient and

economical services, and remain neighbors and members of the village in ways that large
businesses cannot

Adopt impact fee regulations to fund off-site infrastructure improvements necessitated by
increased development such as contributions to parking solutions and increased public
safety personnel and equipment.

Investigate the feasibility of shuttle bus to the South Acton train stop and public parking
lots/facilities. (Shuttle buses from West Acton to South Acton, with parking in West Acton.)

Reinstate the West Acton Village MBTA train stop in a location that can accommodate

parking and will not block traffic on Massachusetts Avenue. (if this can be Implemented, the

previous action recommendation will probably be obsolete. Both recommendations target more direct

access from West Acton to the commuter rail.)

Encourage site alterations at the West Acton Post Office to provide additional parking,
and consider designating on-street parking in safe locations for post office use only.

Board of Selectmen, Police, Highway & Engineering Depts.

Reduce the speed limit to 25 mph for north, south and eastbound motorists entering the

Village and post signs in appropriate locations. (Seek MHD support forthis measure.)

Enforce no-parking restxictions at intersections and along the north side of Arlington Street

from Spruce Street to Central Street. If parking at intersections remains a problem,
extend sidewalks to provide a neck-down (narrowing of pavement) and to improve sight
distance.

Enforce parking regulations to ensure safe vehicle movements at the intersections in

West Acton Village.

Enforce one hour parking regulations along Massachusetts Avenue.

Provide clear speed control signage and consistent enforcement thereof.

Utilize mirrors or other safety devices for intersections where there are inadequate sight
distances; particularly at the corner of Mead Terrace and Massachusetts Avenue.

Install village entry signs at key points in West Acton Village (Route 111/Central Street).

Limit street curb cuts for drivewa~’s and make their boundaries clear so pedestrians know
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where they are safe and where to be careful and narrow the existing wide curb cuts.

(Limiting curb cuts and reducing the width of existing curb cuts would fall under site plan, special permit, or

variance application reviews. To better define boundaries between sidewalks, streets and driveways would
also involve work in the public street layout and can be done by Town departments)

Reconstruct existing sidewalks along both sides of Spruce Street from Massachusetts

Avenue to Arlington Street to prevent cars from parking over the sidewalks. Add a new

segment of sidewalk along the frontage of parcel 70 on Map F-2A. Construct new

sidewalks using concrete paving material and granite curbs.

Maintain paiement markings for crosswalks by semi-annual repainting or through the use

of thermoplastic marking material. Stripe on-street parking spaces annually.

Add new crosswalks at the following locations: across Central Street from Arlington
Sfreet across Massachusetts Avenue at Arlington Street and across Arlington Street at

Spruce Street

Replace the present crosswalk across Massachusetts Avenue from Windsor Avenue with

a new crosswalk across Massachusetts Avenue from the west side of Windsor Avenue.

(This would eliminate a couple of on-street parking spaces on Mass. Ave.. Alternatively, the existing
sidewalk on the east side of Windsor Ave. could be completed for the entire length between the Windsor

Green project to the cunent cross walk location on the east side of Windsor Ave.. The objective here is to

bring all pedestrians, including elderly residents from Windsor Green, safely to the village center and back

with as little street crossing as possible. Under current conditions, a sidewalk extends for a short distance

northward from Windsor Green on the east side of Windsor Ave.. Where ft ends, pedestrians have to cross

Windsor Ave. to pick up a sidewalk on the west side which then continues to the village center. To reach

the ban!ç pharmacy or post office pedestrians would have to cross Windsor Ave. once again at the Mass.

Ave. intersection to reach the cross walk leading to the north side of Mass. Ave..)

Amend the Acton Sidewalk Master Plan to provide adequate pedestrian safety within

West Acton Village by adding sidewalks along the south side of Arlington St. (between
Spruce St and Central St.), along both sides of Windsor Ave., along both sides of Spruce
St. from Massachusetts Ave. to Gates School, along the north side of Arlington St.

(between Central St. and Massachusetts Ave.), along Central St from Massachusetts

Ave. to Elm St., and the north side of Massachusetts Ave. from the intersection at Central

St. to the intersection at Wright Terrace.

Adjust the Acton Sidewalk Master Plan as needed to provide for construction of sidewalks

along roadways leading into West Acton Village such as along Arlington St. from Summer

St., extend sidewalks south on Central St and Windsor Ave.

Create safer street-crossings for pedestrians by extending sidewalks into the parallel
parking lane at crossing locations along Massachusetts Avenue.

ReView the street layouts, such as Central Street, within West Acton Village to determine

whether it is possible to create a row of angle on-street parking spaces rather than parallel
parking spaces within the West Acton Village business center to accommodate more cars

for use by patrons of the merchants and public buildings in the Village.
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For better separation of pedestrian ways, as sidewalk repairs are made, replace all

bituminous concrete sidewalks and cape cod berms with concrete sidewalks and vertical

granite curbing within West Act~n Village. Construct all new sidewalks using concrete for

the walkways and ~r1ical granite curbing for pedestrian safety and preservation of village
character.

Install pedestrian crossing signs at all crosswalks within the Village.

Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission, Schools (added), Conservation & Highway
Depts.

Restiict the application of road salt in environmentally sensitive areas (roadway segments
that are adjacent to brooks and wetlands) to only intersections and hills.

Formalize the brook crossing between the Gates School and Douglas School; construct

a paved pathway for pedestrians and bicyclists from Spruce St to Elm St

Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Health& Planning Depts.

Provide alternatives to subsurface sewage disposal such as tertiary treatment or other

emerging technologies that will better protect the groundwater resources.

Encourage installation of sewage treatment facilities in all new construction of commercial

and residential developments in and around West Acton Village.

To ensure the continued vitality of West Acton Village and to allow growth to occur,

provide alternatives to subsurface sewage disposal such as tertiary treatment facilities

through the use of one of more of the following: sewer districts; betterments; and impact
fees.

Encourage the construction of one or more sewage treatment facilities to serve the West

Adon Village area on the following public and privately owned parcels of land identified

bytheirTown of Acton Atlas Map and Parcel numbers: E2, 247; F2A, 1-1; F2A, 2; F2A,
2-1; F2A, 1; F2A, 140; F2A, 16-1; F2A, 51; F2A, 72; F2B, 1; F2B, 31-2; F2B, 31; F2B,
31-10; F2B, 14; F2B, 17; F2B, 25; F2B, 79; F2B, 87; F2B, 87-1; and F2B, 41.

Construct sewage treatment facilities to serve areas where on-site replacement of septic
systems is not feasible through the use of one or more of the following: sewer districts,
betterments, and impact fees.
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Board of Selectmen, Municipal Properties

Coordinate volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment for renovation of Gardner
Field to eliminate the feeling of isolation by performing the following tasks: replace the

portion of the chain-link fence facing and parallel to Massachusetts Avenue; expand
Gardner Field to the full size of the parcel and provide a separation of space for the ball
field and the playground equipment; create a social area in front of the fenced

playground/ball field and install picnic tables and park benches in this area; prune the

heavy canopy of trees to the rear of the field to allow sunlight; and repair and replace
outdated playground equipment.

Create a green belt along Fort Pond Brook as recommended in the Town of Acton Open
Space and Recreation Plan.

Facilitate the joint effort of Town personnel and community volunteers to beautify West
Acton Village.

Accommodate pedestrians with landscaping such as street trees to provide shade and

beauty, and street furnishings such as benches and trash containers for convenience and

comfort.

Coordinato volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment to better utilize existing open

space and to keep the Fort Pond Brook area clean.

Encourage activity in the Village through both public programs and private efforts: book

fairs, special events, sidewalk sales, exhibits and artists’ corners.

Historic District Commission, Historical Commission

Expand the West Acton Local Historic District to include: Spruce Street from

Massachusetts Avenue to the Gates School parcel; Central Street north of Massachusetts

Avenue to and including the Ice House parcel (F2A, 2-1); Central Street south of

Massachusetts Avenue to Summer Street; Mead Terrace; and other buildings of historic

significance within West Acton Village.

Encourage the preservation or adaptive reuse of existing older buildings in West Acton

Village that will accommodate “village scale” businesses.

Encourage the adaption of historic buildings for re-use whenever possible.

Encourage the use of plaques that name buildings or discuss historic events within the

Village.
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West Acton Residents

The West Acton Village Planning Committee also recommended the formation of a West Acton

advocacy group to address the following Objective.

Objective: Encourage volunteer efforts to promote a sense of village community and to foster awareness of

village character.

This committee should be a neighborhood organization, separate from the Town of Acton, which

can assist the Town with the implemenlation of the following Action Recommendations which call

for volunteer efforts and activities.

Coordinate volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment for renovation of Gardner

Field to eliminate the feeling of isolation by performing the following tasks: replace the

portion of the chain-link fence facing and parallel to Massachusetts Avenue; expand
Gardner Field to the full size of the parcel and provide a separation of space for the ball

field and the playground equipment; create a soóial area in front of the fenced

playground/ball field and install picnic tables and park benches in this area; prune the

heavy canopy of trees to the rear of the field to allow sunlight; and repair and replace
outdated playground equipment.

Facilitate the joint effort of Town personnel and community volunteers to beautify West
Acton Village.

Coordinate volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment to better utilize existing open
space and to keep the Fort Pond Brook area clean.

Encourage activity in the Village through both public programs and private efforts: book

fairs, special events, sidewalk sales, exhibits and artists’ corners.
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Town of Acton Planning Department

472 Maui Street Acton, Massachusetts 01720 (508) 264-9636

,INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager DATE: July 7, 1994

FROM: Roland Bartl, AICP, Town Planner

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan Implementation - Clarification

The Planning Board at its meeting on June 27, 1994 discussed the issues raised following
the Planning Board’s recommendations for implementation of the West Acton Village
Plan, dated May 24, 1994. The Planning Board will clarify its understanding of how the

action recommendations of the Plan should be viewed and how their implementation
might best be accomplished. Mr. Trey Shupert, Vice Chairman of the Planning Board

and Chairman of the now dissolved West Acton Village Planning Committee, will write a

letter on behalf of the Planning Board to the Board of Selectmen explaining the Planning
Board’s views on the matter.

For my part, I regret the disagreements between the Plan’s recommendations and the

opinions of some department heads and the misunderstandings that apparently have

resulted from the May 24 communication. More direct, face to face communication,
rather than memos and letters, between the Department Heads and the Village Planning
Committee might have resulted in a better understanding of the issues on both sides. In

future ~ilanning efforts, I will make sure that there will be an opportunity for direct

interaction.

The following describes my understanding of how the Plan’s action recommendations
should be understood. I suspect this is not going to be very different from what Mr.

Shupert will write on behalf of the Planning Board.

1. All input from the public meetings, surveys and responses to the draft plan have

been considered carefully before drafting the final plan document. If specific
recommendations and comments made by staff to the draft plan have not resulted

in a change or elimination of a specific action recommendation, then this fact

reflects this careful consideration of all input received.

2. The action recommendations of the West Acton Village Plan, as with any other plan
document should not be ignored. They should be taken seriously and be actively
pursued. Progress in small increments is better than no progress at all.

3. Running the Town with limited resources requires that decision makers at all levels

consider the various needs that exist at any given moment. Clearly, the West Acton

Village. Plan action recommendations must be viewed in this light. The

recommendations should be considered as an aid to help remind decision makers

what needs exist in the West Acton Village planning area, all compiled in one place
and easy to read. These would always have to be weighed with others needs which
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amongst many might be action recommendations from other planning documents,

such as the 1991 town wide Master Plan or another village area plan.

4. The action recommendations are submitted by the Planning Board to the Board of

Selectmen in the hope that the Board of Selectmen will pass them on to Town

departments and staff. The Planning Board believes it would be helpful if the

Plan’s action recommendations were to be organized in categories showing which

action the Boaid of Selectmen considers to be the principal responsibility of which

department. The Planning Board has attempted to organize the list in this fashion.
The Board of Selectmen may feel that some changes to the assignments must be

made. In any case, this list should not be considered a marching order, but rather a

guide to help klep~rtment heads understand what the major issues are. Knowledge
and acknowledgment of the recommendations by the departments would be helpful,~
since opportumties may arise over the years by which individual departments may
be in the position to address certain recommendations in a way not contemplated
today. They may not see the opportunities if they are not aware of the Plan

recommendations.

5. The action recommendations in the West Acton Village plan are sometimes very
specific. They represent the planning committee’s best effort to identify a way to

address an obvious need. This does not mean, that Town staff should feel limited in
their creativity to address the underlying problem in a different and perhaps better

way.

6. The action recommendations are formulated to give the final desired state to be
achieved. It is clear, that some of these action recommendations need further study
and multiple preliminary steps before they can be implemented. It is also

understood, that in one or the other case such study or preliminary work might
reveal obstacles which could have the result that the action recommendation must

be shelved, at least for the time being, or that a change may be required in the way
implementation is sought, or that the action recommendation might have to be

modified to achieve similar results.

With the above in mind, I re-submit for your and the Board of Selectmen’s consideration
the attached list of action recommendations. The list as previously submitted did not

include any action recommendations which are already implemented. These were the

recommendation related to the zoning changes adopted by Town Meeting in April 1994.

I have made some changes, additions and clarifications which are highlighted.

The West Acton Village Planning Committee attached a “high priority” rating to almost

75 percent of the attached action recommendations. The committee struggled with the

priority ratings. Clearly, the Plan reflects the committee’s feeling that this many were

important enough to deserve a high rating. It was also feared, that giving certain action
recommendations a medium or low priority rating might give the wrong impression to

readers that they are not important, and that they should or need not be implemented
until the high priority recommendations are done. Independent from its priority rating,
every action recommendation has its merits and deserves to be implemented as the

opportunity and ability to do so arise. Therefore, I have deleted the priority ratings from

the attached list.

xc: Planning Board

ridc.9446
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July 7, 1994

West Acton Village Plan implementation

The following Action Recommendations have been grouped according to the boards,
committees, commissions or departments most likely to be responsible for implementation.
Clarifications are~added in italics. They are not contained in the completed West Acton Village
Plan document

Board of Selectmen, Planning Board, Board of Appeals (added), Building & Planning Depts.

Encourage off-street walkway connections between buildings in West Acton Village for

improved pedestrian circulation and to encourage one-stop shopping.

Require landscaping and adequate, accessible parking in the rear of all new commercial

developments.

Encourage off-street driveway connections between off-street parking lots in West Acton

Village for improved vehicle circulation off of the public ways.

Limit and discourage development of commercial uses in strip malls that create

congestion and are not compatible with the Village environment.

Encourage the development of a pedestrian pathway from Massachusetts Avenue to

Arlington Street (Between Central Street and Spruce Street.)

Encourage developers of vacant parcels of land surrounding West Acton Village to use

cluster methods of development.

(The above six action recommendations would be primarily the responsibility of the named pennit granting
authorities when issuing decisions on special permit and variance applications. Planning and Building
Department staff would be responsible for reviewing applications wlth these planning objectives in mind and

making appropriate recommendations to facilitate plan implementation.)

Establish criteria through Zoning and Site Plan Regulations for the siting of new

consiruction and the afteralion of existing buildings and structures to protect West Acton’s

village character. (The zoning has been adopted to help implement this recommendation - see Zoning
Bylaw new Section 10.4.3.9. The Site Plan Special Permit Rules and Regulations should be reviewed to

see if any additional information is needed in applications and proposed plans to allow full review under this

section.)
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Investigate the possibility of utilizing grant monies available from state and federal

agencies and research other economic development programs that will help small

shopkeepers stay in the Village where they add life to the street, provide convenient and

economical services, and remain neighbors and members of the village in ways that large
businesses cannot

Adopt impact fee regulations b~ fund off-site infrastructure improvements necessitated by
increased develdpment such as contributions to parking solutions and increased public
safety personnel and equipment

lnvestigat~ the feasibility of shuttle bus to the South Acton train stop and public parking
lots/facilities. (Shuttle buses from West Acton to South Acton, w~h parking in West Acton.)

Reinstate the West Acton Village MBTA train stop in a location that can accommodate

parking and will not block traffic on Massachusetts Avenue. (if this can be Implemented, the

previous action recommendation will probably be obsolete. Both recommendations target more direct

access from West Acton to the commuter rail.)

Encourage site alterations at the West Acton Post Office to provide additional parking,
and consider designating on-street parking in safe locations for post office use only.

~,
Board of Selectmen, Police, Highway & Engineering Depts.

Reduce the speed limit to 25 mph for north, south and eastbound motorists entering the

Village and post signs in appropriate locations. (Seek MHD suppoit forth/s measure.)

Enforce no-parking restiiclions at intersections and along the north side of Arlington Street

from Spruce Street to Central Street If parking at intersections remains a problem,
extend sidewalks’to provide a neck-down (narrowing of pavement) and to improve sight
distance.

Enforce parking regulations to ensure safe vehicle movements at the intersections in

West Acton Village.

Enforce one hour parking regulations along Massachusetts Avenue.

Provide clear speed control sigriage and consistent enforcement thereof.

Lithize mirrors or other safety devices for intersections where there are inadequate sight
distances; particularly at the corner of Mead Terrace and Massachusetts Avenue.

Install village entry signs at key points in West Acton Village (Route 111/Central Street).

Limit street curb cuts for driveways and make their boundaries clear so pedestrians know
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where they are safe and where to be careful and narrow the existing wide curb cuts.

(Limiting curb cuts and reducing the wklth of existing curb cuts would fall under site plan, special permit, or

variance application reviews. To better define boundaries between sidewalks, streets and driveways would

also involve work in the public street layout and can be done by Town departments)

Reconstruct existing sidewalks along both sides of Spruce Street from Massachusetts

Avenue to Arlington Street to prevent cars from parking over the sidewalks. Add a new

segment of sidewalk along the frontage of parcel 70 on Map F-2A. Construct new

sidewalks using concrete paving material and granite curbs.

Maintain pa~iement markings for crosswalks by semi-annual repainting or through the use

of thermoplastic marking material. Stripe on-street parking spaces annually.

Add new crosswalks at the following locations: across Central Street from Arlington
Street; across Massachusetts Avenue at Arlington Street; and across Arlington Street at

Spruce Street

Replace the present crosswalk across Massachusetts Avenue from Windsor Avenue with

a new crosswalk across Massachusetts Avenue from the west side of Windsor Avenue.

(This would eliminate a couple of on-street parking spaces on Mass. Ave.. Alternatively, the existing
sidewalk on the east side of Windsor Ave. could be completed for the entire length between the Windsor

Green propct to the current cross walk location on the east side of Windsor Ave.. The objective here is to

bring all pedestrians, including elderly residents from Windsor Green, safely to the village center end back

with as little street crossing as possible. Under current conditions, a sidewalk extends for a short distance

northward from Windsor Green on the east side of Windsor Ave.. Where it ends, pedestrians have to cross

Windsor Ave. to pick up a sidewalk on the west side which then continues to the village center. To reach

the baniç pharmacy or post office pedestrians would have to cress Windsor Ave. once again at the Mass.

Ave. intersection to reach the cross walk leading to the north side of Mass. Ave..)

Amend the Acton Sidewalk Master Plan to provide adequate pedestrian safety within

West Acton Village by adding sidewalks along the south side of.Arlington St. (between
Spruce St. and Central St.), along both sides of Windsor Ave., along both sides of Spruce
St. from Massachusetts Ave. to Gates School, along the north side of Arlington St.

(between Central St. and Massachusetts Ave.), along Central St from Massachusetts

Ave. to Elm St., and the north side of Massachusetts Ave. from the intersection at Central

St to the intersection at Wright Terrace.

Adjust the Acten Sidewalk Master Plan as needed to provide for construction of sidewalks

along roadways leading into West Aclon Village such as along Arlington St. from Summer

St., extend sidewalks south on Central St. and Windsor Ave.

Create safer street-crossings for pedestrians by extending sidewalks into the parallel
parking lane at crossing locations along Massachusetts Avenue.

Review the street la~uts, such as Central Street, within West Acton Village to determine

whether it is possible to create a r~v of angle on-street parking spaces rather than parallel
parking spaces within the West Acton Village business center to accommodate more cars

for use by patrons of the merchants and public buildings in the Village.
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For better separation of pedestrian ways, as sidewalk repairs are made, replace all

bituminous concrete sidewalks and cape cod berms with concrete sidewalks and vertical

granite curbing within West Acton Village. Construct all new sidewalks using concrete for

the walkways and vertical granite curbing for pedestrian safety and preservation of village
character.

Install pedestrian crossing signs at all crosswalks within the Village.

Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission, Schools (added), Conservation & Highway
Depts.

Restiictthe application of road salt in environmentally sensitive areas (roadway segments
that are adjacent to brooks and wetlands) to only intersections and hills.

Formalize the brook crossing between the Gates School and Douglas School; construct

a paved pathway for pedestrians and bicyclists from Spruce St to Elm St.

Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Health & Planning Depth.

Provide alternatives to subsurface sewage disposal such as tertiary treatment or other

emerging technologies that will better protect the groundwater resources.

Encourage installation of sewage treatment facilities in all new construction of commercial

and residential developments in and around West Acton Village.

To ensure the continued vitality of West Acton Village and to allow growth to occur,

provide alternatives to subsurface sewage disposal such as tertiary treatment facilities

through the use of one of more of the following: sewer districts; betterments; and impact
fees.

Encourage the construction of one or more sewage treatment facilities to serve the West

Actrn Village area on the following public and privately owned parcels of land identified

bytheirlown of Acton Atlas Map and Parcel numbers: E2, 247; F2A, 1-1; F2A, 2; F2A,
2-1; F2A, 1; F2A, 140; F2A, 16-1; F2A, 51; F2A, 72; F2B, 1; F2B, 31-2; F2B, 31; F2B,
31-10; F2B, 14; F2B, 17; F2B, 25; F2B, 79; F2B, 87; F2B, 87-1; and F2B, 41.

Construct sewage Irealment facilities to serve areas where on-site replacement of septic
systems is not feasible through the use of one or more of the following: sewer districts,
betterments, and impact fees.

West Acton Village Plan Implementation Page 4



Board of Selectmen, Municipal Properties

Coordinate volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment for renovation of Gardner

Field to eliminate the feeling of isolation by performing the following tasks: replace the

portion of the chain-link fence facing and parallel to Massachusetts Avenue; expand
Gardner Field to the full size of the parcel and provide a separation of space for the ball

field and the playground equipment, create a social area in front of the fenced

playground/batt’field and install picnic tables and park benches in this area; prune the

heavy canopy of trees to the rear of the field to allow sunlight; and repair and replace
outdated playground equipment

Create a green belt along Fort Pond Brook as recommended in the Town of Acton Open
Space and Recreation Plan.

Facilitate the joint effort of Town personnel andcommunity volunteers to beautify West
Acton Village.

•

Accommodate pedestrians with landscaping such as street trees to provide shade and

beauty, and street furnishings such as benches and trash containers for convenience and

comfort.

Coordinate ‘~olunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment to better utilize existing open
space and to keep the Fort Pond Brook area clean.

Encourage activity in the Village through both public programs and private efforts: book

fairs, special events, sidewalk sates, exhibits and artists’ corners.

Historic District Commission, Historical Commission

Expand the West Acton Local Historic District to include: Spruce Street from

Massachusetts Avenue to the Gates School parcel; Central Street north of Massachusetts

Avenue to and including the Ice House parcel (F2A, 2-1); Central Street south of

Massachusetts Avenue to Summer Street; Mead Terrace; and other buildings of historic

significance within West Acton Village.

Encourage the preservation or adaptive reuse of existing older buildings in West Acton

Village that will accommodate “village scale” businesses.

Encourage the adaption of historic buildings for re-use whenever possible.

Encourage the use of plaques that name buildings or discuss historic events within the

Village.
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West Acton Residents

The West Acton Village Planning Committee also recommended the formation of a West Acton

advocacy group to address the following Objective.

Objective: Encourage volunteer efforts to promote a sense of viflage community and to foster awareness of

village character.

This committee should be a neighborhood organization, separate from the Town of Acton, which

can assist the Town with the implementation of the foll~Mng Action Recommendations which call

for volunteer efforts and activities.

Coordinate volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment for renovation of Gardner

Field to eliminate the feeling of isolation by performing the following tasks: replace the

portion of the chain-link fence facing and parallel to Massachusetts Avenue; expand
Gai~Jner Field to the full size of the parcel and provide a separation of spaOe for the ball

field and the playground equipment create a social area in front of the fenced

playground/ball field and install picnic tables and park benches in this area; prune the

heavy canopy of trees to the rear of the field to allow. sunlight and repair and replace
outdated playground equipment

FacilftBte the joint effort of Town personnel and community volunteers to beautify West
Acton Village.

Coordinate ~vlunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment to better utilize existing open

space and to keep the Fort Pond Brook area clean.

Encourage activity in the Village through both public programs and private efforts: book

fairs, special events, sidewalk sales, exhibits and artists’ corners.
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Town of Acton Planning Department

•
472 Main Street Acton, Massachusetts 01720 (508) 264-9636

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Planning Board DATEt June 20, 1994

FROM: Roland Barti, AICP, Town Planner ~

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan, Implementation

The Planning Board’s and Planning Department’s memo -to the Board of Selectmen

regarding the implementation of recommended action items has generated discussion

among some staff, and on the Board of Selectmen. Please see attached materials.

Following a meeting with staff, I have agreed to bring this matter back to the Planning
Board, to seek and formulate a clarification

as to how the recommended action items, in the Planning Board’s, view should be

considered in the context of managing the entire Town. I have also indicated that in the

future the Planning Board or the mdividual planning sub-committee will invite

department heads for direct discussions, rather than relying on memo’s as the sole form

of communication.

For a start, below are the clarification I have attempted to convey at the staff meeting.
The Board may wish to change or elaborate further. The result of this discussion should

be a letter of clarification to the Board of Selectmen.

1. All input from the public meetings, surveys and responses to the draft plan have

been considered carefully before drafting the final plan document. If specific
recommendations and comments made by staff to the draft plan have not resulted in a

change or elimination of a specific action recommendation, then this fact reflects this

careful consideration of all input received.

2. The action recommendations of the West Acton Village Plan, as with any other plan
document should not be ignored. They should be taken seriously and be actively pursued.
Progress in small increments is better than no progress at all.

3. Running the Town with limited resources requires that decision makers at all levels

consider the various needs that exist at any given moment. Clearly, the West Acton

Village Plan action recommendations must be viewed in this light. The recommendations
should be considered as an aid to help remind decision makers what needs exist in the

West Acton Village planning area, all compiled in one place and easy to read. These

would always have to be weighed with others needs which amongst many might be action
recommendations from other planning documents, such as the 1991 town wide Master

Plan or another village area plan.

-• 4. The action recommendations are submitted by the Planning Board to the Board of

Selectmen in the hope that the Board of Selectmen will pass them on to Town

departments and staff. The Planning Board believes it would be helpful if the Plan’s

action recommendations were to be organized in categories showing which action the
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Board of Selectmen considers to be the responsibility of which department. The Planning
Board has attempted to organize the list in this fashion. The Board of Selectmen may feel

that some changes to the assignments must be made. In any case, this list should not be

considered a marching order, but rather a guide to help department heads understand

what the major issues are. Knowledge and acknowledgment of the recommendations by
the departments would be helpful, since opportunities may arise over the years by which

individual departments may be in the position to address certain recommendations in a

way not contemplated today. They may not see the opportunities if they are not aware

of the Plan recommendations.

5. The action recommendations in the West Acton Village plan are sometimes very

specific. They represent the planning committee’s best effort to identify a way to address

an obvious need, for instance painting pavement markings twice rather than once a year...
This does not mean, that town staff should feel limited m their creativity to address the

underlying problem in a different but equally satisfactory manner, such as using durable

and longer lasting thermoplastic pavement markings.

6. The action recommendations are formulated to give the final desired state to be

achieved. It is clear, that some of these action recommendations need further study and

multiple preliminary steps before they can be implemented. It is also understood, that in

one or the other case such study or preliminary work might reveal obstacles which could
have the result that the action recommendation must be shelved, at least for the time

being, or that it may require a change in the way implementation is sought, or that it

might have to be modified to make it work.

ridc.94*44
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TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: June 17, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Don P. Johnson. Town Manager

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan

I have met with staff regarding the conflicting input you received on this proposed plan.

After nearly two (2) hours of discussion, we determined that the purpose and eventual use of

this document is still uncertain. This uncertainty has a direct bearing on the comments

submitted by staff and the way those comments may or may not have been handled.

As with so many situations, there seems to have been a significant lack of

communication.

We will meet with Trey Shupert and try to resolve the questions, issues and

misunderstandings before this is resubmitted to you. Roland has agreed that it should be

withdrawn for the present, until these issues are resolved. We will place this on your agenda

again, when it is in proper form.

cc: JRoland Barti

David Abbt

Garry Rhodes

Tom Tidman

Dean Charter

Doug Halley

John Murray



Town of Acton Planning Department

472 Main Street Acton, Massachusetts 01720 (508) 264-9636

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager DATE: June 7, 1994

FROM: Roland Barti, AICP, Town Planner ,~7.
SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan

Tonight, the Board of Selectmen will discuss the’ West Acton Village Plan

recommendations forwarded to them by the Planning Board.

I have read the various departmental comments submitted in preparation of this occasion.
There, real constraints are, highlighted, recommendations are made as to who might be
best for a certain effort, and examples of accomplishments are cited which already work
to implement the plan’s recommendation. However, in between all is an undertone of

frustration with and outright hostility toward the plan and those who worked on it. I

think that some clarifications and observations are m order.

The Planning Department is called impervious to certain remarks from other

departments; allegedly comments have been ignored; false goals or recommendation are

said to have been perpetuated from the Master Plan meetings; and supposedly many
things cannot be done.

These comments are founded in part on a trivial but fundamental misunderstanding of

how this plan was put together. To be clear, the action recommendations are based on

issues raised by West Acton residents. Numerous recommendations and

counter-recommendations were evaluated and weighted before their inclusion in the final

plan. This was the planning committee’s job, not the job of the planning department. I

don’t say this to distance myself from the committee’s work. Far from it. During the

planning process the committee had its finger at the pulse of West Acton probably closer

than anyone else. The members of the committee gave a great deal of their time to this
effort. They have listened to their fellow residents during numerous public meetings and

spent days on end reading and evaluating surveys returned from West Acton residents.

Surely, their choices are well founded on the knowledge of the realities in West Acton

and of the vision West Acton residents have for the future of the village. Needless to say,
that Planning staff also spent a great deal of time on the West Acton Village Plan.

It would be helpful if Town Departments would spend their time trying to figure out

how desired improvements and changes can be done, and what it will take to do it.

Instead, I find prevalent a rather depressing attitude to the tunes of: This has been tried
before and it didn’t work; this will cost too much; it can’t be done due to proposition
21/2; or it is impractical, impossible, unacceptable, hopeless. I understand how a public
employee might acquire such an attitude after years of budget cuts, increasing citizen

demands, inflexible State bureaucracies, and ever more confusing regulatory mazes. But

I find it nevertheless unacceptable. Unless these sentiments are quickly returned into a

can-do attitude, I am afraid the negative remarks to the action recommendations will

become self fuLfilling prophecies. It is certainly easier to sit back and say it can’t be done.
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But with such an attitude we miss our purpose and fail the residents we are paid to serve.

Please share this with the Board of Selectmen.

In closing, I remind you that I will not be able to attend the discussion tonight as I have

an important personal matter to attend to. Donna will be there. We have also contacted

Trey Shupert to see if he can be there, but we only reached his answering machine so far.

Trey was the Chairman of the West Acton Village Planning Committee. He is also Vice
Chairman of the Planning Board.

ridc.94*42
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TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: May 27, 1994

TO: Building Commissioner

Chief of Police

Highway Superintendent
Engineering Administrator

Conservation Administrator

Health Director

Municipal Properties. Director

Historic District Commission

FROM: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan Implementation

The attached IDC from the Planning Board to the Board of

Selectmen is self-explanatory. You will note that the Planning

Board is seeking direction from the Selectmen before they

distribute this document (by June 30).

This subject will be on the Selectmen’s agenda for discussion

at their June 7 meeting. In order for the Selectmen to be fully

informed for their discussion, I would ask that you provide

comments relative to your area(s) of concern. Your written

comments will need to be in the Manager’s office by 5:00 PM on

Thursday, June 3, in order to be included i the Selectmen’s

weekend packet.

cc: Board of Selectmen
~ .~ ~

~i1t~t~flS F~( ~PEP1~.

-
*~) ~<J/~ )J~ cZ’~4Y~

M’rA~t-L~

F





TOWN OF ACTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTER—DEPARTMENTAL COM~1UNICATION

TO: Town Manager DATE: June 2, 1994

FROM: Police Chief

SUBJ: West Acton Village Plan

I have reviewed your memo of May 27, 1994 concerning the subject.

From the attachment it appears that the Police Department’s

responsibilities under the plan primarily entail enforcement of the

speed and parking regulations. When the selectmen make their decision

the Traffic Unit, as well as the regular patrol, will be instructed

as to their responsibilities.

The speed limit signs may have to be placed on state property,

Engineering will have a better idea about that. Also, the state may

require a survey.

As far as mirrors are concerned they sound like a good idea (I lived

on Mead Terrace), but, I wonder about longevity.
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TOWN OF ACTON

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: 6/2/94

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

FROM: David F. Abbt, Engineerin~ Administrator (�). o&t9~k~

SUBJECT: Review of West Acton Village Plan

The enclosed memo dated Sept. 7, -.1993 contains my

comments on the draft plan. All of these comments (even

including #1) were ignored. I can’t help but believe that any
further review would be equally fruitless.

In general, I find many of the recommendations to be

impractical or impossible (such as “neck downs at

intersections and angle parking respectively) or to result in

unacceptable trade—off s (moving the crosswalk at Windsor

Ave.). Many others (such as new sidewalks) are expensive
considering current budgetary constraints. I also think that

assigning a high priority to every recommendation is less

than helpful.

My personal opinion as a resident of the Town is that

municipal services should be equitably distributed throughout
Town and no single area should be given “special”
consideration at additional cost to taxpayers elsewhere in

Town.
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TOWN OF ACTON

*
V INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: 9/7/93

TO: Donna Jacobs, Assistant Planner

FROM: David F. Abbt, Engineering Administrator

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF WEST ACTON VILLAGE PLAN

The following are my comments concerning the draft ‘West Acton Village Plan: dated

July 20, 1993.
~Cj ~

1. Pg. 84 ~ The temporary signal was installed during~ the Fall of 1989. not 1990 in

order to go into operation January 1, 1990.

2. Pg. 10 - The location of the crosswalks at Windsor Ave. and Mass. Ave. were

selected to avoid the loss of on street parking (a critical issue to the local

merchants). The regulation for pedestrian safety is no marked parking within 20
feet of a crosswalk. Moving the crosswalk as suggested in the plan would result in

the loss of two currently marked spaces.

3. Pg. 11 - For many years it has been the Town’s policy to install concrete sidewalks
and granite curb in the three~village centers (Center, West & South).

4. Pg. 13 - Angle parking is no longer possible in West Acton with the current three

lane approach at the signal. I am familiar with the road layouts in West Acton

and there is no additional width that could be devoted to angle parking. It is

entirely hopeless to pursue this idea any further. Angle parking is gone forever.

.94*51

.



ACTON

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION ‘I ~..

Acton Board of Heath• Telephone 508-264-9634 • Fax 508-264~9630

June 2, 1994

TO: Don Johnson, Town Manager

FROM: Doug Halley, Health Directo

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan Implementation

The Health Department has reviewed the West Acton Village Plan

Implementation submitted from the Planning Board to the Board of Selectmen and have

the following comments:

1. Tertiary Treatment within any aquifer zone is a primary goal for the Board of Health.

However, in the West Acton Village, where most of the lots are of a small size, the

financial impacts of advanced treatment may make this goal difficult if not impossible to

attain. For the town to provide this alternative it would require either a modification of

regulations or the town’s involvement in constructing a treatment plant. The town could

require single family homes to provide tertiary treatment in the Village but that would

only stop development not shape it. In regards to the town’s involvement in building a

treatment plant, West Acton Village does not approach the priorities that have already
been established for South Acton & Kelley’s Corner. Emerging technologies can only be

utilized as Title 5 allows.

2. Encouragement of treatment facilities can only be successful if they are a cost

effective measure for developers. In order to be cost effective the facilities would have to

serve more than one property and would probably need involvement from the town.

3. Forming sewer districts, charging betterment fees or impact fees should be evaluated

individually. However, these options are only available if the Town proceeds towards

constructing a treatment plant.

4. Some of the listed properties for potential siting of treatment facilities have already
been built on and would no longer be available. If the town is intent at looking at this

option it must act quickly.



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

June 2, 1994

T0 Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

FROM: Dean A. Charter, Municipal Properties Director

SUBJECT: West Acton Village Plan Implementation

I am in receipt of your memo of May 27. 1994. which requested comments on the

proposed West Acton Village Plan Implementation. I will try to keep this as positive
as possible, but frankly I feel a little frustrated by the process that the Planning
Department has seen fit to use in order to come up with the Implementation Plan.

Many of the comments found in the plan first surfaced about the time of the first

village meetings during the initial phases of the Master Plan process, and I have been

trying to deal with them in the ensuing years. The problem is that many of the

comments have been perpetuated from one report to the next, and the Planning
Department seems impervious to remarks from the individual departments that some

of the comments were wrong in the first instance, or that changes have been made,
or that there are valid operational reasons why certain conditions exist. As you will

notice from my memo of 8/13/93 to the Assistant Town Planner. I responded to the

draft report, yet most of the items discussed have still come back unchanged as “High
Priority” items in the Implementation Plan (It is interesting that everything seems to

be a “High Priority”).

As noted above, many of the issues raised in the Implementation Plan were

addresses in my review of the Draft Plan, and I have attached my earlier comments
to this memo. However, there are a few points that I will elaborate on.

Street Trees

In order for trees to be successful in an urban environment, they need an

adequate planting space. In the downtown area of West Square, the buildings are

very close to the roadway, with the intervening space taken up by a sidewalk that, in

my opinion, is just barely adequate for such an urbanized area. The best situation
for trees would be to mandate that all new construction be set back from the
sidewalk to provide a planting strip. However. the new design standards force

buildings in the village to be very close to the street. The only remaining option
would be to eliminate a few parking spaces in favor of trees, and this seems to be in
conflict with the perceived need for more parking close to the businesses.

Gardner Field

Expanding Gardner Field to the rear would require a fill of over 10 feet in depth,
which would effect the drainage characteristics of the abutting lots. This

modification, which woUld “deepen” the playground by approximately 100 feet.
would yield a larger play area for games, such as soccer, but the need for additional

parking for such a use (we need parking for at least thirty cars for a soccer or

baseball field or for a large play structure such as was recently donated at Goward

Field) would eat up any additional space yielded. As it is ~resenUy configured.
Gardner Field serves a need as a family oriented “walk-to playground/park. My
comments about the area made in my earlier memo still apply about most of the

other issues, and I renew my offer to have representatives of the Acton Children’s

Playground Committee speak with local groups about fund-raising for replacement
equipment.
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Brook CroGsing

Discussion of a brook crossing between Douglas and Gates Schools should involve
the School Department because the entire area is under their jurisdiction. The

existing wood boardwalk was a volunteer effort that still took several years of
environmental filings, and has been vandalized several times in the past. The more

ambitious pathway envisioned by the Planning Department would be quite costly,
and would involve approvals by the Board of Appeals, Conservation Commission,
Corps of Engineers, and DEP Water Quality and DEP Wetlands.

Once again, I refer you to my earlier memo, and I renew my offer to meet with

any interested parties to help in the implementation of any reasonable portion of this

plan.

DAC/313

Attach (DAC/339)



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

August 13. 1993

TO: Donna Jacobs, Assistant Town Planner

FROM Dean A. Charter, Municipal Properties Director

SUBJECT: Review of Draft West Acton Village Plan

I have reviewed the above noted Plan, and submit the following comments on

portions of the Plan that would directly impact the Municipal Properties
Department:

“Promote usage of the cultural resources within the West Acton Village such as the
Citizen’s Library”

Continued operation of the Citizen’s Library has financial implications for the

Town. especially maintenance cost. absorbed by Municipal Properties; continued

operations may not be financially possible.

Accomniodate pedestrians with landscaping such as street trees to provide shade and

beauty, and street furnishings such as benches and trash containers for convenience
and comfort.”

Some new trees have been added this spring under a Mass RELEAF grant, but

there are very few tree locations available in the center due to sidewalks, streets, and

buildings; certainly we will plant more trees, and even have the funding in hand,
when there are suitable planting locations. The Town had to discontinue trash

removal from recreation areas several .years ago due to staff cuts mandated by Prop.
2 112; I would think that the businesses in the Center could pick up the trash from the

barrels since they all have dumpsters, and they would most benefit from the

amenity. Again, due to budget problems. the only way to get benches and planters
would be through private donation of Town specified items, which the Town could
install. Incidentally, benches were never installed on the triangle because of fears by
the Police that “undesirables” would use the area as a hang-out.

“Facilitate the joint effort of Town and volunteers to beautify West Acton Village.”

As an example, Municipal Properties provides a truck and dumping services every

year to the South Acton Village Committee for an annual clean-up.

“Require landscaping and adequate accessible parking in the rear of all new
commercial developments.”

The revised landscaping standards passed several years ago should address this

concern; the problem is that very few new sites have been developed since then, so

the impact of the new rules is minimal.
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lnvestigate the installation of a West Acton Village MBTA train stop, the feasibility
of shuttle bus to the South Acton train stop, and public parking lots/facilities?

I feel such new facilities should be the responsibility of the MBTA. not the Town,
as they will be regional in nature, and should be funded by the State.

Coordinate volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment for renovation of
Gardner Fleld.w

Gardner Field does not need renovations, as it is in excellent shape with very
healthy grass and nice, mature trees that are well maintained. The playground
equipment is old, but still safe, and a warrant article for new 9uipment was turned
down at Town Meeting several years ago. As with the Children s Playground to be
erected at Goward Field, here is an excellent opportunity for local fund-raising and a

nice neighborhood project.

Create a green belt along Fort Pond Brook as recommended in the Town of Acton

Open Space and Recreation Plan?

Two donated parcels of land in the green belt were accepted by the Town at the
Annual Town Meeting and signage has been made up. to be installed in the fall as

time constraints permit.

‘Thicourage volunteer efforts to provide picnic benches and trash receptacles on the

public land along Fort Pond Brook?

There are very few dry spots along the brook in the immediate area that would
accommodate picnic tables. As a policy we do not provide trash receptacles but
rather encourage the same sort of “carry in carry out” policy prevalent in most

National and State parks.

‘Rehabilitate Gardner Field to eliminate the feeling of isolation by performing the

following task~ remove the portion of the chain-link fence facing and parallel to

Massachusetts Avenue; prune the heavy canopy of trees to allow some sunlight
install park benches in the area between the two fences currently located at the front
of Gardner Field parallel to Massachusetts Avenue. and replace playground
equipment as needed?

The chain-link fence is needed for safety to keep kids from running out onto a

state highway chasing balls and the like. The trees do not need to be “thinned” as

there is sufficient sunlight to keep the grass growing, and the Master Plan

specifically asked for more trees to provide shade at recreation areas. As noted
earher, we would be happy to install any donated benches or playground equipment,
but there is no funding presently for the Town to provide such features.

One person’s “Feeling of Isolation” is another person’s pleasant seclusion. There
have been no problems on this field, and we have solved the problem of the tenants
of the buildings on either side of the field churning the pass into mud and

vandalizing the trees through installing the guard rail, signage, and parking
enforcement. The field will always be somewhat secluded from view due to the

slope of the land, which attenuates traffic noise from Route ill.
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On page 77 of the Plan the idea of using Gardner Field for a community

swimming pool is raised. Certainly the lack of water based recreational facilities is a

long acknowledged problem. However, Gardner Filed is much too small for such a

facility and related parking, to say nothing about the financial implications of

constructing such a faci1ity~

It is also highly ironic that on Page 77 note is taken of the lack of Recreational
facilities, and a comment is made about the benefits of cluster development. We had

the o~portumty to have a field and maintenance services donated for a new soccer

field in West Acton as part of the Maple Creek development. The Planning Board
took a very lukewarm stance on this possibility, and opposition from the residents of
West Acton killed the proposal.

Coordinate volunteer efforts and Town resources/equipment to better utilize

existing open space and to keep the Fort Pond Brook area dean

“Town resources/equipment” is stretched to the breaking point already, and if the
committee wants more work done they should look for a way to help pay for it. The

worst area along the brook for trash is the School property between Douglas and

Gates, which is filled with litter from the kids. It seems the~’ need a little
environmental education as part of the curricula. Maybe a joint kids/parents/School
staff cleanup day would be in order.

Thank you for the opportunity to make these comments, and I would be happy to

meet with you or the committee to further define my views.

cc.: Assistant Town Manager

DAC/339



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: November 14, 1994

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager
FROM: Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner

SUBJECT: Power Pole Hosmer Street

There is currently a power pole located within the intersection of Hosmer

Street and Route 2. The intersection was reconstructed as part of a Site Plan

Condition for the Concord Auto Auction. I have spoken to the Auto Auction and

they have payed all fees to New England Telephone to remove the pole. All utilities
have been removed except telephone lines. I have spoken to Mr. Jim Araujo of NET

and have received numerous promises to remove the lines but, they are still there. I

was first in contact with Mr. Araujo in July of this year. I am concerned about

safety of this intersection with winter coming. It may be appropriate for the Board

of Selectmen to write a letter to New England Telephone and try to resolve this

issue. If you would like me to draft a letter I will. Please advise.

L~)IW P~4-~ 36F



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: November 18, 1994

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

SUBJECT: Rte. 27 Bridge Update

Chuck Kostro has updated me on the status of the subject project.

The MHD met with the Mass Historic people on Wednesday and Chuck felt the meeting

went well. His comment was that they all believe they are on course to advertise the project

December 24, as originally planned.

Your attention is drawn to the attached comments from the South Acton Village Planning

Committee
... specifically the traffic light. Chuck and I spoke prior to their Mass Historic

meeting and, in the absence of an opportunity to speak with you, I told him that I would

expect the Town to prefer a strain wires for support of the traffic lights as opposed to the mast

arm approach. (This is consistent with comments from Whit Mowry regarding his preference

that structural elements be unobtrusive.) Chuck agreed and they presented strain wires as part

of their package to Mass Historic. Apparently Mass Historic also agreed. As you can see

from the attached, the Village Planning Committee opposes the strain wire. I have spoken

with Chuck, advised him of this correspondence and informed him that we will come to some

resolve in the next few weeks.

Chuck has also indicated that he and the MHD will walk the site a week or so before the

project is advertised and would like to have a Selectman join theqi if possible. I will advise

you when this visit is scheduled to see if anyone is available.
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~ SOUTH ACTON VILLAGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

TOWN OF ACTON

~~42~2 MAIN STREET

ACTThN-~1~MA 01720

ember 4, 1994 ~

Board of Selectmen

Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

Re: Replacement of Route 27 Bridge and Reconstruction

Surrounding Roadway

Dear Sirs:

Please accept this letter containing the South Acton Village
Planning Committee’s comments and suggestions on the plan to

replace the automobile and pedestrian bridge along Route 27 and

to reconstruct the intersection of School Street and Main Street.

As you know, the area surrounding the bridge is of vital

concern to our committee. While we did not speak as a committee

during the October 19, 1994 public hearing, several members of

the committee were present and voiced our concerns. We repeat
some of those concerns in this letter.

1. Intersection of School Street and Main Street Our major
concern is that the Highway Department narrow School Street at

the point where it meets Route 27 to the greatest extent

consistent with Highway Department regulations and public safety.

At this intersection School Street is simply far wider than

it reasonably need be and its width heavily detracts from this

intersection as a village square. Indeed, the South Acton Village
Draft Plan (“The Draft Plan”) correctly observes that this

intersection, 1~•• .which once was the village square, functions as

a busy intersection (Main and School Streets) where vast areas of

payment leave little or no room for any activities other than

driving cars.” (See The Draft Plan Section 2, p.5.)

We suggest that the Highway Department dispense with the

permanent islands proposed to be constructed in the roadway and

instead bring the curb on the Exchange Hall side of the street

out to narrow the roadway. The majority of the truck traffic

presently on School Street is most likely traffic detoured off

the Route 27 bridge. Further, School Street’s width is out of

character with the surrounding streets. Most importantly, the

volume of traffic coming out of and onto School Street simply
does not justify School Street being as wide as it is.



Board of Selectmen

November 4, 1994

Page 2

Our vision of South Acton Village is that of a pedestrian
and cyclist-friendly village square. (See The Draft Plan Section

5, p.16) School Street’s present configuration inhibits what

many in South Acton would like to do - walk or bike to work, the

train station or other parts of town. Narrowing School Street

would be an excellent step.

2. Sidewalks To the extent the Highway Department’s plan
calls for new sidewalks, these shoi.Ud be concrete with granite
curbing.

Again, our vision, as articulated in The Draft Plan, is of a

village square with durable and aesthetically pleasing features

which would allow and encourage foot and bicycle traffic. In

keeping with our goal, concrete sidewalks with granite curbs

should be installed.

3. Traffic Light To the extent the traffic light must be

suspended over the intersection, it should be placed on a

mastarin, not hung from a cable. A post with a mastarm, painted in

a subdued color such as dark green, dark brown or black, would be

far more pleasing to the eye than a traffic light suspended from

the air.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views and please
accept our thanks to the Selectmen, the Highway Department and

all those who worked to make this project a reality. Please

forward a copy of this letter to Chuck Kostro.

THE SOUTH ACTON VILLAGE

PLANNIN COMMITTEE

By:/~2/\~~11 A4
CST/hs

psnl\cstnOOl\savpc. ltr



November 7, 1994

Board of Selectmen

Town of Acton

Town Hall

Acton Massachusetts 01720

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am writing to share with you a simple analysis I performed to try to understand why our

schools seem on a slow downward slide fiscally, when at the same time we have added numerous

high end residences to the tax rolls. You may be well aware of these facts, but conversations

with many Actonians tell me they are not, and I have been urged to share this information with

you.

The comparison is for a development of 200 houses typical of plans for much of North and East

Acton, versus Town acquisition of the land (the only sound alternative to development.) I have

assumed that all households will have 2 children, and that most will not live in town for long
after their children graduate.

The simple finding is that for each family added under these assumptions, the Town under-

recovers around $3,750 in school expenses. When multiplied by 200, this amounts to a $730,000
shortfall or —$130 per taxpayer/year. This shortfall is either reflected in increased taxes,

contentious override votes, or further decreased school services (such as we have seen happen in

K-2 this year). The only relief from this result comes if families without children move in or if

they do not use the public schools, both of which are unlikely given the history of Acton

families.

An alternative to residential development is land acquisition. If, for example, the Town were to

acquire $2M worth of land to prevent residential development, the cost per taxpayer would be

$30, and of course, the bond would only have to voted on once. It should be noted that various

programs, including the State Self-Help program could be used to cut the town cost substantially.

In sum, this brief analysis tells me that there is a worthy tradeoff between continued residential

development and Town acquisition of land. I sincerely hope that as land acquisition
opportunities come before you, that a similar but perhaps more accurate and detailed analysis
will be performed before any decision is made.

Sincerely yours.

David E. Hardt

cc: Tom Tidman, Conservation Officer

John Rodgers, Chairman, Town of Acton Finance Committee

-‘Don Johnson, Town Manager
Pam Resor, State Representative



Example I: 200 houses 2 children per family, children go K-12 in Acton

Family moves 5 years after children graduate
Cost of increased school population
Number of new households 200

Number of school age children 2

Average number of years in schools 13

Expected family residency (years) 18

Average property tax bill of new houses $7,000

New Tax revenue $1,938,462

Fraction of taxes for schools 80%

New revenue for schools $1,550,769

cost per pupil/year Acton and ABRS average $5,700 (Ignores revenue sharing, etc.)

New school costs $2,280,000 (this is prorated based on non-student

Unmet expenses $729,231 years of taxpaying)
Shortfall/New Household $3,646

Taxpayers in Action 6800

Average tax increase/taxpayer $107 Note: this amount would have to be

raised by an override vote

each year to avoid program cuts

Cost of Acquiring as Conservation Land

Cost of land acquisition $2,000,000

Bond Term (years) 20

Interest Rate 8%

Annual Cost $203,704 This bond would be approved once

Average Cost/Taxpayer $30



¶L~N OF ACION

INTER-DEPZ~RTI4ENThL COMMUNICATION

DATE: November 14, 1994

10: Don Johnson

John Murray

Roy Wetherby

FROM: Cathy Belbin~Ø4
SUBJECT: Town Clerk’s Conference

This is just a reminder that Barbara Brown and I will be at a conference on

Wednesday, November 16, 1994. The State Office of Campaign and Political

Financ ere 0 i i

n light of the fact that I received a call from Bunny La on of the Schoo

Department last Friday in regards to an override question, this meeting
will be most helpful.

~ 8~s -~F~1



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

Fax (508) 264-9630

John Murray
Assistant Town Manager

November 14, 1994

Massachusetts Department of Education

End of Year Financial Report
Information and Outreach Services

350 Main St.

Maiden, Massachusetts 02148-5023

RE: Acton Public Schools

Dear Sir:

The Town of Acton is aware that the Acton Public School

System has submitted the 1993-1994 End of Year Pupil and

Financial Report, without the Town Accountant’s signature.
The reason that the Town Accountant has not signed the report
is the School System has chosen not to include library costs

provided by the Town in lines 1520 of Schedule 1 and line

7230 in Schedule 19.

While the Town agrees with the School System that the

current version of the Regulations for School Finance:

Student and Financial Accounting, Reporting and Documentation

Requirements (603 CMR 10.00) were adopted by the Board of

Education after the close of fiscal year 1994 and after Town

Meeting appropriation levels had been determined for fiscal

1995, the Town feels that the defacto agreement between the

Libraries and the School System that has evolved over the

last 30 years should be honored for reporting purposes. In

fact, by honoring the defacto agreement, neither the actual

expenditure history (1993-1994 School Year) nor the current

appropriation (1994-1995 School Year) will change. There

will be no penalty to the School System or the Town.



Further, the Town has offered to enter into negotiations with

the School System for the purpose of determining the level of

service (and the associated costs) the libraries will supply
for the 1995-1996 school year.

In summary, the Town believes the alliance between the

School System and the libraries forged over the last 30

years, should not be set aside over a retrospective
methodology of allocating costs. This long standing
cooperative relationship may be permanently ruptured if we

can not view this matter in a prospective manner. A schism

has occurred between the schools and the libraries because of

this matter. If. this is allowed to continue it may have a

detrimental effect on the education of elementary school

children in Acton. Therefore, we request that lines 1520 be

increased $67,269 and line 7230 be increased $67,838, in

order to reflect the contribution that the Public Libraries

make to the education of Acton’s elementary school

population. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely Yours,

John Mu ay

CC: Don Johnson, Town Manager
Isa Kaftal Zimmerman, School Superintendent
Memorial Library Trustees
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DRAFT

November 18, 1994

The Honorable Trudy Coxe, SecretaEy
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs

MEPA Unit

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, MA 02202

Prolect Identification

Pro~ect Name: Redevelopment of Fort Devens

Project Proponent: Mass. Government Land Bank
Location: Shirley, Ayer, Lancaster & Harvard

EOEA: 9116

MAPC: DEIR-62-94
Received: November 7, 1994

Dear Secretary Coxe:

The Metropolitan Area Planning Council regularly reviews development proposals
deemed to have regional impacts. These proposals are reviewed for compliance with

MetroPlan 2000, the regional plan for the Boston metropolitan area, as well as for their

impact upon the environment. The Council encourages MEPA to ensure that any
mitigation complies with MetroPlan 2000.

The MAPC review of the Fort Devens DEIR focused on the traffic and air quality
impacts the project will have on communities in the MAPC area. Specifically the

sections of Route 2, 2A, and ItO in the towns of Littleton, Bolton and Boxborough.
MAPC believes that the Draft EIR for Fort Devens Reuse is inadequate and should be

rejected. The reason for the inadequacy of the report is that the cornerstone of the

projects’ mitigation effort, the widening of Route 2 to three lanes in each direction, has

not been properly explored.

1. Route 2 Widening

The Fort Devens Reuse illustrates that a large growth in traffic could be experienced
along the Route 2 corridor for the proposed land use mix. The proponent concludes that

the best way to manage traffic impacts on local streets in the area around Fort Devcns is

to widen Route 2 from two lanes to three lanes in each direction between Interstate 495

and Interstate 190. The widening east of the Fort Devens entrance is acknowledged to

have significant impacts on the Oxbow National Wildlife Refu~e which Route 2

traverses. This area is protected land and is subject to federal highway public land

protection provisions usually referred to as “4?’ lands. The proponent has deferred the

I~O1 t’661811t 3d~iW WOdd



analysis of the acreage of’ 4f lands that will be impacted by the proposed Route 2

widening until after the close of comments on the DEIR in order to review comments.

The 4f impact is critical to understanding the viability of the Route 2 widening.

MAPC believes that without an estimate of the amount of 4f lands impacted, a review of

flora and fauna impacted, and identification of impacts on endangered species, it is

impossible to judge the viability of the proposed mitigation. From reviewing the maps in

the DEER MAPC estimates that the stretch of Route 2 proposed for widening traverses

about 1.5 miles of the Oxbow Refuge and about 5 miles of a proposed Area of Critical

Environmental Concern. It is very likely that the proposed widening of Route 2 in this

area wilt be rejected for the adverse impacts on 4f land and therefor traffic will need to be

re-routed to other area interchanges.

The DEER does not discuss any traffic mitigation alternative to the Route 2 widening.
Given that the viability of the reuse of Fort Devens hinges on this mitigation project, a

complete DEIR must provide a fill assessment of the mitigation project. This assessment

cannot be delayed until the final EIR review, and therefor the Draft EIR should be

rejected as incomplete.

2. Transportation Demand Management Objectives

We acknowledge the support from the proponent for the review of potential
Transportation Demand Management measures to be followed by the employers who
locate on Fort Devens. However, the section reads as the consultants recommendations
to the Mass. Land Bank, and not as a set of commitments made by the proponent. We

recommend that the next draft of the EIR provide finn commitments for the measures that

will be employed and the travel reduction benefits expected from each measure.

MAPC found the transit portion of the Demand Management section to be particularly
weak. The proponent notes that the MBTA commuter trains inbound generally arrive

before 7:30 a.m., and that outbound trains arrive generally after 10 a.m.. These trains

would hardly serve the needs ofemployees at the base, yet the mitigation program
includes reliance on shuttle bus services from the existing MBTA commuter rail service.

In addition, the section notes infrequent service along MART bus routes and does not

suggest any new services to meet travel demands from the proposed reuse.

Another problem MAPC found with the analysis is that the proponent suggests that a

vehicle occupancy of 1.10 people per automobile would be a valid rideshare target. The

Montachusett Regional Planning Commission reports that the current vehicle occupancy
rate for all worker in the Fitchburg/Leominster area is 1.08 people per automobile. The

target set by the proponent would provide only a 2% increase in this vehicle occupancy
rate. In addition, the targeted rate will be significantly lower than the vehicle occupancy
rate reported for employees at Fort Devens in 1990 which was 1.29 persons per
automobile. With the target of 1.10 persons per automobile established, the proponent
has su~gcstcd automobile traffic in the area will be reduced by 10%, this reduction is only
possible if the existing rate were 1.0 persons per automobile, which we have already
noted to be higher. To account for a 10% reduction in automobile travel the proponent
must set a target that exceeds the area norm of 1.08 by 10%. This would suggest a target
occupancy rate of 1.19 for the reuse of Fort Devens.

2
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Thank you once again for the opportunity to review this report MAPC hopes you will

agree with us about the inadequacy of thc current DEIR submittal and require a

supplemental draft report that fully explores the issue of impacts on 4f lands and the

viability of thc poposcd mitigation measures.

Sincerely,

David C. Soule,
Executive Director --

cc: Richard Downóy, Chair MAGIC Subregion
Daniel 3. Fortier, Chief Transportation Planner
Kcnt Stasiowski, Proj cct Review Coordinator

3

Z~:OT t’66T~TTT ~Ht.l f.lO~



PLANNING BOARD • Town of Acton

472 MAIN STREET ACTON, MASSACHUSETFS 01720 TELEPHONE (508) 264-9636

MODIFICATION OF DECISION

(93-8) RECEIVED & FILED

Definitive Subdivision Approval ~
Planned Unit Development Special Permit

ACORN PARK
OW~ CLERK, ACTO1~4

(Acorn Park Realty Trust)

November 15, 1994

MODIFICATION by the Planning Board (hereinafter the Board) of its Decision for the

Acorn Park Definitive Subdivision and Planned Unit Development Special Permit issued
on October 4, 1993, filed with the Town Clerk on October 5, 1993, and modified on

December 9, 1993 (hereinafter the Original Decision). The Acorn Park Planned Unit

Development is located off 4~O-48O Great Road, Acton, MA.

EXHIBITS

1. A letter from Mr. Ware, Nagog Development Company to the Town Planner,
dated October 28, 1994, suggesting off-site affordable units.

2. A letter from Mr. Ware, Acorn Park Realty Trust to the Town Planner, dated

November 19, 1993, proposing certain E.U.A.s for affordable housing.

1 FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Based upon its review of the Original Decision and the above exhibit the Board finds and

concludes that:

1.1 The Original Decision, under Plan Modification 3.6 requires the Applicant to

provide two affordabl Site and wo E.U.A.s for this

purpose a e to the Board. p ca ce propose esignate
#52 and E.U.A. #53.

In lieu of providing on-site units, the Applicant proposes to purchase at St two

market units off-site and to resell them as affordable units. This proposal follows

a recommendation of the Acton Community Housing Corporation. Whether

on-Site or off-site, dwelling units which are affordable to low or moderate income

BOARD

will meet a need within the Town of Acton.

Therefore, the Board voted on November 14, 1994 to modify the Original Decision by
adding the following new and clarifying conditions as follows:

Page 1



2 CONDITIONS

2.1 The E.U.A.s to be designated for affordable units under Plan Modification 3.6 of

the Original Decision shall be E.U.A. 52 and E.U.A. 53.

2.2 As an alternative to the required Plan Modification 3.6 and Condition 4.9 of the

Original Decision, and to the above condition 2.1, the Applicant may elect to

provide off-site affordable housing units in compliance with the following:
The Applicant shall purchase at least two àff-site dwelling units within the Town

of Acton and sell them to qualified low or moderate income buyers at a sale price
and with restrictions, covenants and special provisions in compliance with the

requirements of Sections 4.4.6, 4.4.8 and 4.4.9 of the Bylaw. Notwithstanding the

requirements of the Bylaw, the designated affordable units shall be eligible to

qualify as “Local Initiative Units” as set forth in the applicable ~uide1ines
promulgated by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Commumties and

Development (EOCD). and shall qualify as low or moderate income housing under

the provisions of M.G.L., Chapter 40B. For this purpose the Applicant shall work

with the Acton Community Housing Corporation m order to prepare, file with the

State, and record all documentation and restrictions required under the Local

Initiative Program, and the Bylaw as applicable.
The off-site affordable units shall be single family homes with three or more

bedrooms, and shall be located within a residential neighborhood and within a

residential zoning district other than R-A. Prior to the issuance of the building
permit marking the beginning of construction of the second 50% of the dwelling
units shown on the Plan (the Acorn Park PUD and Subdivision Plan as approved in

the Original Decision), the off-site affordable units shall be ready for occupancy
and in good condition, as determined by the Board. To assist the Board in this

determination, the applicant shall submit to the Board septic system inspection
reports prepared by a Board of Health licensed inspector. and building inspection
reports prepared by a licensed and insured housing inspector. In addition, the

Applicant shall submit a financial report documenting the value of the off-Site

affordable housing contribution versus the contribution value had the affordable

units been constructed on-Site.

2.3 All conditions and other requirements of the Original Decision shall remain in

effect unless modified herein.

Signed this sixteenth day of November 1994 on behalf of the Acton Planning Board:

Roland Barti, Town Planner

This is to certify that 20 days have passed since the filing of this decision and there have

been no appeals filed with this office.

Town Clerk rspp94*21
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November 3, 1994

Norman Lake, Chairperson
Board of Selectmen

Town Hall

472 Main Street

Acton,MA 01720

Dear Chairperson Lake:

Attached you will find A/R Cable Serivces, Inc. (Cablevision) Form 1210 and associated

documents which have been filed with the Massachusetts CATV Commission for approval of a

rate increase to the basic service tier based on an inflation factor of 2.15% for the period
September 1993, through June 1994.

This is an updated FCC form 1210; this is not a new filing, but a revision of the Form 1210 we

filed with the Massachusetts CATV Commission on September 30, 1994. In the earlier ffling we
used the Department of Commerce inflation factor of 2.7% released in August 1994. That figure
has since been finalized at 2.15%. We are therefore revising our earlier filing to reflect the correct

inflation factor.

The September filing was used to adjust the Family portion (expanded basic) for our Family
cable service as ofNovember 1, 1994. Cablevision will refund the .0055% difference charged in

the Family portion of subscribers bills through a method to be announced in the near future.

Basic rate adjustments will take effect upon approval by the Massachusetts CATV

Commission. Under FCC regulations the State Commission has up to 120 days to review and

approve the final rate. As such, we anticipate the rate adjustment will take effect on or before

March 1, 1995. Subscribers will be notified 30 days in advance ofthe rate adjustment.

Please call with any questions.

Assistant General Manager

Enclosures

‘7

Yours

DAG/c~~

577 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749



FCC FORM 1215 REQUIRED DATA

For the Month Ended 11/01/94

Services JnrlitihiI j~

System: HUDSON

Reporting Level:

TIER 1 TIER 2
.

WGBH (2) Boston (PBS) CNN

WGBX (44) Boston (PBS) TURNER NET TN.

WBZ(4) BOSTON (NBC) CNBC

WCVB(5) BOSTON (ABC) DISCOVERY CHANNEL

WHDH (7) BOSTON (CBS) NICKELODEON

WENH (11) NH (PBS) USA NETWORK

WTBS (17) ATLANTA(1ND) ESPN

WFXT (25) BOSTON (IND) LIFETItvIE

WUNI (27) BOSTON (IND) HEADLiNE NEWS

WHSH (66) MARLB (IND) A & E

WPIX (11) NY (IND.) WEATHER CH

WSBK (38) BOSTON (IND.) NASHVILLE NETWORK

WLVI (56) BOSTON (IND) COURT TV NEWS

WABU (68) BOSTON (IND.) VH-1

WNDS (50) NH (1ND.) MTV

EDUC. ACCESS FAMILY CHANNEL

WGOT (60) LAW. (IND.) C-SPAN

PUBLIC ACCESS ARCHD!OSCEAN CH.

WMFP (62) LAW. (IND) LEARNING CHANNEL

HOMETOWN NET. (LO) HSN I

QVCH

PREVUE GUIDE

C-SPAN II

COUNTRY MUSIC TV

QVC

N.E. CABLE NEWS



fed~alCo~rmunicztions Commission Washington. D.C. 2QS54 Appmvedby: 0MB3060—0595; Expires: 4/30197

FCC FORM 1210

UPDATING MAXIMUM PERMITFED RATES POR REGULATED CABLE SERVICES

UPDATE FORM

Consinunity Unit Identifier (CUID)oI Csbk Syatem Date of Form Submission

SEE AITACHED , ~ /911’
Name of Cable Operator

A-R CABLE SERVICES. INC. - MIDDLESEX — HUDSON. MAYNARD, STOW. ACTON. SUDBURY

Mailing MdressolCable Operator

577 EAST MAIN ST. INDUSTRIAL PARK

City IState
HUDSON kA ~)1749
Name and Title of person completing this form:

ROBERT LACOVO - DIRECTOR OP BUSINESS APPAIRS

Telephone number Fax Number

(718)—991—6000 X333 (718)—378--2625

Name of Local Franchising Authority

MASSACHUSETTS CABLE COMMISSION

Mailing Address of Local Frsnchising Authority

100 CAMBRIDGE STREET

City

BOSTON

1st~
~.(A

IZIP Code

~~2202

Page 1 I.otus3.t+; Vers~n 2.0 FCC Form 1210; May 994



A1TACHMENT

CUID FRANCHISE

MA 0139 HUDSON

MA 0146 MAYNARD

MA 0256 STOW

MA 0196 ACTON

MA0255 SUDBURY



• Federal Communications Commission. Washington. D.C. 20554 Appmved by: 0MB 3060—0595: Expires: 4/30/97

1. Status of FCC Form 1200 FiliDg enter an z in the appropriate bos]

A. Is this form being filed along with an FCC Form 1200?

BS_____ N0~X 1
B. U you answered ‘No’ to l.A. has an FCC Fomi 1200 previously been filed with the FCC

YES X Nol I
If yes, enterthedate filed: 08112/94 (inm/dd/~’y)

If you are filing this form wab your Local Franchisuig Authority, but have not submitted an FCC Form 1200 to it. a copy of

the previously tiled FCC Form 1200 must accompany this form.

C. Has an FCC Form 1200 previously been filed with the Local Franchising Authority
____________

YES X NOf I
If~es,enterthedate filed: 08112/94 (mm/dd/yy)

Ifyou are filing this form with the FCC, but have not submitted an FCC Form 1200 to the FCC, a copy of the previously filed form or an

original FCC Form 1200 must accompanythis form.
-

2. Status of Previous Filing of FCC Form 1210 enter an *‘ in the appropriate boxj

A. Is this the first FCC Form 1210 filed in any jurisdiction?
______________

_______________

YESI I Nol )~ I
B. If you answered ‘No’ to 2.A., has an FCC Form 1210 previously been filed with the FCC

____________

YEs)( NOl___
If yes, enlerthe date of the most recent filing: / b/i/

Ifyou are filing this torus with your Local Franchising Authority, but have not submitted an FCC Form 1210 to it. a copy of

the previously filed FCC Form 1210 must accompany this form.

C. Has an FCC Form 1210 previously been flied with the Local Franchising Authority
____________

YES X N0l________
If yes. enterthe date of the most recent filing: ______________(mmJdd~y)

IC you are filing this form with the FCC, but have not submitted an FCC Form 1210 to the FCC. a copy of the previously filed for-rn or an

original FCC Form 1210 must accompany this form.

3. Indicate the time period for which this form is being filed.
______________ ______________

Prom ( 04101/94 to 09/30/94 I(mrn/ddIYY

4. Cable Programming Services Complaint Status (enter an in the appropriate box~

A. Is this form being filed in response to an FCC Form 329 complaint?
_______________ _______________

YES
_________

NOl X

If yes, enter the date of the complaint:
_______________

(rnm/dd/yy)

Page 2 Lotus3.l 4: Versvn 2.0 FCC Form 1210: May 1994



•
Federal Cornmuni~tions commission. Washington. D.C. 2(t~54 Approved by 0MB 3060—0595; Expires: 4130/97

MODULE A: TRANSITION RATES & PULL REDUCTION RATES PROM PREVIOUS PILING OF FCC FORM 1200 OR FCC POEM Ii

Basic Tier2 TierS rier4 Tier 5

At Transttioti Rate per Tier (Previous) 89.2845 812.~52 I I

A2 FUJI Reduction Rate perTier (Previous) 19.6868 813.6102 I

Page 3 Lotus3.I +; Verwn 2.0 FCC Form 1210; May 1994



Federal Communications commission. Washington. D.C. 2~54 A~sproved by: 013060—0595: Expires: 4(30/97

C

Tier 5

MODULE B: CALCULATING CURRENT & NET EXTERNAL COSTS

Current External Costs

81 Current Programming Costs

Bic Cost of New Prograxnmingper Tier

Bid

Ste

Cost of Pgming. Shifted to other Tiers

$ b c d

Line Line Deaaiotion Baiic Tier 2 Tier ~ Tier 4

Bla Cost of Old Programming per Tier . 350.909.7600

Bib Cost of Pgtning. Shifted (sum other Tiers 30.0000

30.0000

30.0000

Cost of Pgming. Dropped from System perTier 30.0000

BLI Total Pgtning. Costs per Tier(BIa+Blb+BicJ 30.0000 350.909.7600 SO.0000 30.0000 30.0000

82 Current Retransmissin Consent Fees 30.0000

B3 Sum oCCurrent Pgming.& etrans.perTierB1C+B21 30.0000 350.909.7600 30.0000 30.0000 S0.000’)

84 Margins: Pgming. & Retrans. per TerB3x .075] 30.0000 33.818.2320 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

85 Total Pgming. & Retrans. Costs perTier B3+B4] 30.0000 354.727.9920 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

B6 Taxes per Tier 30.0000

B? Franchise Related Costs per Tier 30.0000

88 Total Current Ext. Costs erTier85+B6+87] 30.0000 354,727.9920 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

89 Current Subscribers per Tier 16628.0000 16070.0000

810 Current Ext. Costs perTier per Sub. B8 / 89] 30.0000 $34056 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

Previous External Costs

811 Previous Programming Cost Adjustment for First Filing of FCC Form 1210

Bita Programming Costs per Tier from Form 1200 350.529.6000

Blib 30.0000 33.789.7200 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

Bite Subscribers perTier as of 3/31194 16419.0000 15950.0000

8114 Programming Margin Adjustment Blib/Blic) 30.0000 30.2376 30.0000 30.0001) 30.0004’

B12 Retransmission Consent Adjustment for ~ur Form 1210 Filing (or the period including October 6. 1994

2a Previous Retransmission Consent Fees per Tier 30.0000

B12b Grossed—Up Prey. Consent Fees Bl2ax 1.075) 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

B12c Previous Number of Subscribers per Tier 16419.0000 15950.0000

B12d Retransmission Margin Adjustment 812b/812c) 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000 S0.000tl 30.00041

813 Previous Ext. Costs perTier per Sub. 15cc Instructions) 33.1680

B14 Adj. Prey. Ext. Costs(Bl ld+B12d+B13] 30.0000 33.4056 ~$0.0000 30.0000 so.000o

Change in External Costs

BiS Net External Costs per Tier per Sub. IBIO— B14J 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000 So.oooo 30.0000

Margin on 3/31/94 Prog. Cost Bi lax 0.075]
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Federal Communications Commission. Washington. D.C. 20554 Approved by: 0MB 3060—0595; Expires: 4/30/97

MODULE C: NON—EXTERNAL COST ADJUSTMENT FOR CHANNEL CHANGES

MODULE D: ADJUS11NG TRANSITION RATE FOR CHANGES IN EXTERNAL COSTS AND CHANNEL CHANGES

a b c d

Line Line Description Buic Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 Tier 5

Dl ransitionR.ateperlierAl) 39.2845 312.7052 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

D2 Net Change in External Costs per Tier B15J 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

D3 Non—External ostMjusxmentperTierC8] 30.0000 30.0000 50.0000 30.0000 30.0000

D4 Updated Transition Rate erTierD1+D2+D3] 89.2845 312.7052 $0.0000 30.0000 30.0000

MODULE E: ADJUSTING PULL REDUCTION RATE FOR INFLATION, CHANGES IN EXTERNAL COSTS AND CHANNEL CHANG

a b c d c

Line Line Description Basic Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 Tier 5

El PullReductionRateperTierlA2) 39.6868 313.6102 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

E2 Non—External ostAdjustmentperTierC8] 30.0000 30.0000 S0.0000 30.0000 30.0000

E3 Total Previous Ext. Costs perTier per Sub. (B14) 30.0000 33.4056 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

Ed Full Reduction Rate perTier per Sub. LEI+E2—E31 39.6868 310.2046 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

ES Inflation Mjustnsent Factor See Instructions)

E6 Adjusted for Inflation per Tier (E4 x ESl

1 0215

39.8949 310.4238 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

E7 Current Ext. Costs per Tier per Sub. (BtO) 30.0000 33.4056 30.0000 30.0000 30.0000

Ed Updated FuU Reduthon Rate per TierE6+Efl 39.8949 St3.S2’M 30.0000 30.0000 S0.(XX)0

Line Line Description

a

Basic

b

Tier 2

c

Tier 3

d

Tier 4

e

Tier 5

CI Previous Number of Regulated Channels per Tier 9.0000 26.0000

C2 Current Number of Regulated Channels per Tier 19.0000 26.0000

C3 etkeg.CbannelaiangesperTierC2— CII

C4 Sum of Previous Channels (sum Cl coL a—el

CS Sum of Current Channels sum C2 coL a—el

C6 Average of Previous and New ChanneLs (C4+CS)i2

Cl Adjustment per Channel (see table)

C8 Non-External Cost Adjustment perTier(C3x Cli

0.0000 0.0000

Pages Lotus3.1 +; Version 2.0 FCC Form 1210; May 1994



Federal Conununications Commission. Washington. D.C. 20554 Appmved by. 0MB 3060—0595; Expires: 4130197

d e

Basic Tk. -
Tier 3 Ti.... TierS

16628.0001 j 16010.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

10000 0.9664 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

59.2845—I ft2.~5Z 30.0000 50.0000 30.0000

v.2845 512.2788 50.0000 50.0000 50.0000

321,5633

59.8949 5134294 50.0000 50.0000 50.0000

.2949 1 $~3~3~~3 50.0000 30.0000 $0.0000

e$~

Note 1:Tbe maximum permitted rate figures do not indude franchise fees. The amounts billed to your subscrBers will be the sum of the appropriate
permitted rate and any applicable franchise fee.

Note 2: The maximum permitted rate figures do not take into accouDt any refund liability you may haw. If you ha~ previously beeu o niered by the Commission

or your local franchising authority to make refunds to subscrthers. you are not relieved of your obligation to make such refunds regardless of whether

the permitted rate may be higher than the contested rate or your current rate.

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

WILLFUL FALSE STATEMENTS MADE ONTHIS FORM ARE PUNISHABLE BY FINE AND/OR IMPRISONMENT

(U.S. CODE TITLE 18. SECFION 1001), AND/OR FORFEITURE (U.& CODE. TITLE 47, SECTION 503).

I certify that the statements made in this form are tnae and correct to the best of my knowledge and belisf, and are made in good faith.

Name of the Cable Operator

A-R CABLE SERVICES, INC.

Signature

,,,/
Date

A)()~ J)..P~c )
~

/

Title

VICE PRESIDENT & CONTROLLER

Line

MODULE F: COMPARISON OP TRANSITION AND PULL REDUCTION RATES

Line Deamiation

Fl Current Subscribers perTier(B9J

a

P2 eightingFactorF1 coL a—c/Fl coLa~

b C

P3 Updated Thnsit,on Rate D43

P4 Weighted Transitiin Rate P2 zP3)

PS Aggregate Trio silxin Rite suns P4 coL a—c)

P6 Updated Full Reductbn Rate E8]

P7 Weighted Full Reductinn Rate P2 a P6)

P8 Aggregate Full Reductisn Rate (sum Fl cola—c)

COMPARE LINES PS AND P8.

If F5 ii larger than P8, enter the tier rates from Line P3 (your updated Iranaitio. rate) in Liuc P9 below.

If P8 Ia larger than PS, enter the tier rates from Line P6 (your updated full reduction rate) in Line P9 below.

P9 Masimum Permitted Rate $9891 $13 83 5000 5000 5000

Page 6 Lolus3.1 +; Vers~n 2.0 FCC Form 20; May 1994



• -- Federal Communica*ions Commission, Washington, D.C. 2~~54 Appmveii by: 0MB 3060—0595; Expires: 4/30/97

TABLE A.

NON-EXTERNAL COST ADJUSTMENT FOR

CHANGES IN CHANNELS

AYerage Channels MjUSZmeIIt
From: To: .1 per thannel

7 7 $032

73 7.5 *0.45

8 8 80.40

8.5 8.5 30.36

9 9 $0.33

9.5 9.5 30.29

10 10 80.27

10.5 10.5 $0.24

11 11 - $0.22

11.5 113 30.20

12 12 $0.19

12.5 123 30.17

13 13 $0.16

13.5 133 30.15

14 14 $0.14

143 143 30.13

15 15.5 30.12

16 16 $0.11

16.5 17 *0.10

17.5 18 $0.09

183 19 $0.08

19.5 21.5 $0.07

22 23.5 $0.06

24 26 *0.05

26.5 293 $0.04

30 353 30.03

36 46 80.02

46.5 99 30.01

Page 7 Lotu~3.1 +; Veri~n 2.0 FCC Form 1210; May 1994



FCC FORM 1215

REQUIRED DATA

System: HUDSON

Reporting Level:

For the Month Ended 11/01/94

Services Included In Tiers

TIER! TIER2

WGBH (2) BOSTON (PBS) CNN (S)

WGBX (44) BOSTON (PBS) TURNER NETWORK TV (S)

WBZ(4) BOSTON (NBC) CNBC (S)

WCVB(5) BOSTON (ABC) DISCOVERY (S)

WHDH (7) BOSTON (CBS) NICKELODEON (S)

WENH (11) NH (PBS) USA NETWORK (S)

WTBS (17) ATLANTA CS) ESPN (S)

WFXT (25) BOSTON (mID) LIFETIME (S)

WHSH (66) MARL (ThID) HEADLINE NEWS (5)

WPIX(11)NY(IND)(S) A&E(S)

WSBK (38) BOSTON (IND) WEATHER CHANNEL (S)

WLVI (56) BOSTON ND) NASHVILLE NETWORK (S)

WABU (68) BOSTON (IND) COURT TV (5)

WNDS (50) NY (IND) VH-1

EDUCATIONAL ACCESS MTV

WGOT (60) LAW ND) FAMILY CHANNEL (S)

WENH (11) NH (PBS) C-SPAN (5)

PUBLIC ACCESS C-SPAN II (PT) (5)

WMFP (62) LAW (IND) LEARNING CHANNEL (5)

HOMETOWN NETWORK (PT) HSN I (S)

QVC Il(S)

PREVUE GUIDE (S)

COUNTRY MUSIC TV (S) (PT)

BOSTON ARCHDISEAN

QVC(S)

N.E. CABLE NEWS (S)



FCC FORM 1215 REQUIRED DATA

System: Hudson

Reporting Level:

For the Month End 11/01/94

A-La-Carte Channels

CHANNEL PRICE

~

# OF

SUBSCRIBERS

EQUIPMENT
NECESSARY

HOME BOX

OFFICE

$10.95 1675 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

DISNEY $10.95 431
.

ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

AMERICAN

MOVIE CLASSIC

$1.95 239 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

BRAVO $1.95 164 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

CINEMAX $10.95 246 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

SHOWTIME $10.95 311 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

MOVIE

CHANNEL

$10.95 221 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

NESN $10.95 2660 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

FLIX $1.95 129 ADDRESSABLE

SCI-FI $1.95 296 ADDRESSABLE

COMEDY $1.95 269 ADDRESSABLE

ENCORE $1.95 269 ADDRESSABLE

CARTOON $1.95 173 ADDRESSABLE

SPORTS

CHANNEL NE

$.50 12155 ADDRESSABLE

E! $1.95 125 ADDRESSABLE

* Subscriber counts are as of 3/94



FCC FORM 1215 REQUIRED DATA

System: Hudson

Reporting Level:

For Month Ended 11/01/94

Packa2e Data

PACKAGE CHANNELS

INCLUDED

INCREMENTAL

PRICE OF

PACKAGE

# OF SUBS EQUIPMENT
NECESSARY

FAMILY

PLUS

1180/DISNEY $14.00 658
.

ADDRESSAB

LE

CONVERTER

RAINBOW AMC,

BRAVO,

HBO,

DISNEY,
CINEMAX

$21.00 1002 ADDRESSAB

LE

CONVERTER

RAINBOW

GOLD

AMC,

BRAVO,

1180,

DISNEY,

C~NEMA)~
MOVIE

CHANNEL,
SHOWTIME

$31.00 994 ADDRESSAB

LE

CONVERTER

* Subscriber counts as of 3/94



FCC FORM 1215 REQUIRED DATA

System: HUDSON

Reporting Level:

For the Month Ended 4/93

Services Included In Tiers

TIER 1 TIER2

WGBH (2) Boston (PBS) ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

WBZ (4) Boston (NBC) SPORTSCHANNEL N.E.

WCVB(5) BOSTON (ABC) CNN

WHDH(7) BOSTON (CBS) TURNER NETWORK TV

WFXF (25) BOSTON (FOX) CNBC

WHLL (27) WORCSTER (IND) WPIX (11) NY (IND)

WENH (11) NH (PBS) DISCOVERY

WSBK (38) BOSTON (IND) NICKELODEON

WLVI (56) BOSTON (IND) USA NETWORK

WQTV (68) BOSTON (IND) ESPN

WGBX (44) BOSTON (PBS) LIFETIME NETWORK

PUBLIC ACCESS WEBS (17) AThAW~A (j~{D)

WNDS (50) DERRY, NH (IND) HEADLINE NEWS

WJAR(10)PROVDENCE(NBC) COURT TV

HOMETOWN NETWRK (LO.) NASHVILLE NETWORK

COIJNIRY MUSIC TV

VH-I

KifV

FAMILY CHANNEL

C-SPAN

C-SPAN 11

BOSTON ARcHDIOSEAN

HSNI

QVCII

NE. CABLE NEWS

HSN II

QVC

PREVLJE GUIDE

MEU

LEARNING CHANNEL

UNIVISION



FCC FORM 1215 REQUIRED DATA

System: Hudson

Reporting Level:

For the Month End 4/93

A-La-Carte Channels

CHANNEL PRICE # OF

SUBSCRIBERS

EQUIPMENT
NECESSARY

HOME BOX

OFFICE

$10.95 1818 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

DISNEY $10.95 420 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

AMERICAN

MOVIE CLASSIC

$10.95 478 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

BRAVO $10.95 12 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

CrNEMAX $10.95 275 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

SHOWTIME $10.95 433 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

MOVIE

CHANNEL

$10.95 275 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

NESN $10.95 2762 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER



FCC FORM 1215 REQUIRED DATA

System: Hudson

Reporting Levd:

For.Month Ended 4/93

Packa2e Data

PACKAGE CHANNELS

INCLUDED

PRICE OF

PACKAGE

# OF

SUBSCRIBERS

EQUIPMENT
NECESSARY

FAMILY

PLUS

HBOIDISNEY $36.95 921 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

RAiNBOW AMC,

BRAVO,
HBO,

DISNEY,
CINEMAX

$43.95 954 ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

RAiNBOW

GOLD

AMC,

BRAVO,

HBO,
DISNEY,

CINEMAX,
MOVIE

CHANNEL,
SHOWTLME

$53.95

~

871

~

.

ADDRESSABLE

CONVERTER

.....



THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Board ofSelectmen

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be informed that the Middlesex County District Attorney’s Office was notified

pursuant to G.L. c. 90, § 24J, that Ronald V. Lavasseur informed the Concord District Court that,

prior to committing a motor vehicle violation which involved driving under the influence of

intoxicating liquors, he/she was served alcohol at the following establishment licensed to serve

alcohol:

Makaha

255 Great Road

Acton,MA 01720

It is my belief that alcohol and substance abuse is a problem of major proportions in

Middlesex County. More specifically, the combination of such abuse and driving a motor

vehicle is a threat to the lives and safety not only of the abuser, but also of the general public.

This letter is not meant to accuse the establishment of criminal or negligent conduct.

The defendant’s statement was not made under oath and may or may not be reliable. Never

theless, because of the importance of the drunk driving issue, we bring this information to your

attention for whatever action you may deem appropriate.

Sincerely,

Martin F. Murphyl (
First Assistant

District Attorney

TOM REILLY

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

MIDDLESEX DISTRICT ATTORNEY

40 THORNDIKE STREET CAMBRIDGE MA 02141

617 - 494-4050

FAX: 617-225-0871

,,tr~crsJ —



_ilEvisioN

November 3, 1994

Norman Lake, Chairperson
Board of Selectmen

Town Hall

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

Dear Chairperson Lake:

In accordance with M.G.L. ch. 166A & 10, enclosed please find copies of the A/R Cable

Services, Inc., Third Quarter Complaint Reports for 1994.

Sincerely,

David A. Green

Assistant General Manager

DAG/cac

577 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749



Quarterly Summary of Complaints Form

Name of Licensee: A-R Cable Services, Inc.

License Area: Acton

Business Area: 577 East Main Street

Hudson,MA 01749

3rd Quarter 1994

Total Corn plaints Total Complaints
Type This Quarter To Date This Year

Quality of Picture 382 990

Quality of Sound

Program Content I

Interruption of Service

(Technical)

50 129

Deletion ofProgramming from

Broadcast Channel

Complaints with respect to service

other than television.

24 47

Failure to respond to original
complainL

Failure to service original
complaint Satisfactorily.

Accuracy of Billing 1

Special Promo’s

Miscellaneous 18

Licensee shall submit copies of this form to the Commission and the issuing authority no later than two weeks after

each of the following dates. March 31st, June 30th, September 30th and December 31st.

A licensee operates more than one community antenna system~, the licensee shall submit separate quarterly
complaint tabulations for each system.

:



Fu Complaints with respect to

services other than television

6. Failure to respond to original complaint
H. Failure to service original complaint

satisfactorily
I. Inaccuracy of billing
J. Special Promo

Ki Miscellaneous

Date

Complaint
Name of Complainant Corp Town Acct $1 Recv’d

~Li2~C~

1~IEEIIEE 1111111
?fl~TE’; See significant service interruption form instructions.

Li.c~ensee I ~equired to keep such records on file its local hIi!..in~ss office for a

~crio’d not ess than t~o years from the date of any co p~i.i.nt~. rprnrdi~~

07R7.3

AJ~~ L~.

* Complaint Code:

~,eoTnin~PPr

(~: Quality of Picture Pe~hndy

L~: Quality of Sound 14)dS()fl

C; Program Content RraintreR

1): Interruption of Service

(Technical) 07829 t1exi.ngton
E: Deletion of program(s) from

broadcast: ‘channel 07831 Norwood

07841 I4av~rhf1.1

Date

Complaint Complaint I Service

(Code*) (Describe) Completed

—
I ~.

L~ L- e~ M~. ~9 ~ -~~r~t
‘~ ~ ~‘7S~~&1-I?

•
~

•



ACTON SIGNIFICANT SERViCE INTERRUPTION. FORM 3rd Qtr. 1994

Number of Date Number of

Nature arid Cause of Service Date of Subscribers Service Hours Service

Failure Disruption Occurrence Affected Action Taken Restored Unavailable

Power outage 7/6194 4556 Cable restored with power 7/6194

Power outage 7/18/94 3852 Cable restored with power 711 8/94 1

Power supply failure 8/5/94 181 Ri placed power pack 8/5/94 1

Damaged feeder cable 8J25/94 408 Respliced new cable 8125/94 3

Blown fuses 9/12/94 4662 Replaced fuses 9112/94 2



EXECUTIVE
OFFICE OF

COMMUNITIES &

DEVELOPMENT

~
William F. Weld. Governor

~ Argeo Paul Cellucci, U. Governor

‘~‘ Mary L. Padula, Cabinet Secretary

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

TO: ALL INTERESTED IN EOCD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

FROM: MARY L. PADULA, CABINET SECRETARY

SUBJECT: HUD CONSOLIDATED PLAN PREPARATION

The Executive Office of Communities and Development is now undertaking the

preparation of the state’s “CONSOLIDATED PLAN” for housing and community

development activities. This new requirement of the U.S. Department of Housing and

Urban Development (HUD) replaces the Small Cities Annual Program Statement, the

Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS), and state funding applications
for the HOME program, Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) program, and the Housing for

Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program. State activity under these federally-funded

programs will now be combined into the “CONSOLIDATED PLAN” which the

Commonwealth must submit to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development. The Executive Office of Human Services will be assisting in the

development of this plan. Federal funding provided by the U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development to the Commonwealth for the programs listed above

benefitting HUD non-entitlement communities will be contingent upon successful

completion of the state’s “CONSOLIDATED PLAN” by early 1 995.

To solicit public comment on possible activities and objectives to include in the

Consolidated Plan, and to allow both grantees and applicants for the HUD programs

listed above which are administered by the Commonwealth to address concerns about

program operation, criteria for application, and evaluation requirements, EOCD will

hold three public hearings between November 21 and November 30, 1994. See

reverse for the date, time, and location for each hearing.

In addition, we welcome written comments, which may be submitted at the hearings,
or sent to: Consolidated Plan Preparation, Executive Office of Communities and

Development, 100 Cambridge Street, Room 1803, Boston, MA 02202.

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02202



ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS (continued)

~HUD CONSOLIDATEDPLAN PREPARATION

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21 ;~.1994 HOLYOKE COMMUNITYCOLLEGE

1 30 p m 30 p m Room 271, Frost Building

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1994 MCCORMACK STATE OFFICE

10 a.m. - noon BUILDING, One Ashburton Place

Conference Room, 21st floor

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER. 30, 1994 : BRIDGEWATERRAYNHAM

~I HIGH SCH0OL~Ce~tèr Street

Auditorium

Notice of these public hearings will also appear in newspapers throughout the

Commonwealth.

Directions to the three hearing sites are attached.



DIRECTIONS TO “CONSOLIDATED PLAN PUBLIC HEARING SITES:

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE: hearing date: November 21, 1994

Frost Building, Room 271 hearing time: 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From MASSACHUSETTS TURNPIKE to Exit 4; take Route 91 NORTH to Exit 16. Take

Route 202 SOUTH 0.8 mile to Holyoke Community College Campus entrance (303

Homestead Avenue). Hearing will be held in Room 271 of the Frost Building.
Please use ‘tK” and “L” parking lots.

MCCORMACK STATE OFFICE BUILDING: hearing date: November 2~, 1994

One Ashburton Place, BOSTON hearing time: 10 a.m. - noon

The McCormack State Office Building is located near the State House. If you wish

to use bublic transportation to downtown Boston the following options are, available:

FROM the WEST: Take Route 2 EAST; follow signs to ALEWIFE BROOK t1T”

STATION. Large parking garage; fee is $4 per day; fare: $0.85. Take the Red Line

to PARK STREET STATION; outside the station, follow the Street parallel to Boston

Common, Park Street, until the intersection with Beacon Street (one block). You will

be facing the State House. Take right on Beacon Street, take the first left (Bowdoin

Street); the first right will be One Ashburton Place. The McCormack State Office

Building is a 21-story structure.

FROM THE WEST: Massachusetts Turnpike to Route 128 SOUTH. At Grove Street

exit, you may reach the MBTA RIVERSIDE station on the Green Line. Parking lot;

parking fee: $2.25; fare $2.00. Take the Green Line to PARK STREET STATION,

outside the station, follow directions as abovete 128 SOUTH. At Grove Street

FROM THE NORTH: You may take Fellsway West to Route 16 East (Rotary) to the

Wellington Station on the ORANGE LINE. Parking lot, $2.50/day. Special note: this

is a popular commuter lot and space may be limited. Fare: $0.85. Take the Orange
line to DOWNTOWN CROSSING; walk up Winter Street to intersection with Tremont

Street. Cross Tremont Street; take street parallel to Boston Common, ‘Park Street,

and follow directions as above.

COMMUTER RAIL SERVICES: If arriving at North Station, you may cross the street

outside the station to the Green Line T Station and take to PARK STREET STATION;

follow directions as above; if arriving at South Station, you may connect to the Red

Line at South Station, and take to PARK STREET STATION; follow directions as

above.

Parking in the area is expensive and often hard to find after the morning rush hour.

See map of the immediate area around Ashburton Place (over).



MAP OF AREA IN BOSTON SURROUNDING

MCCORMACK STATE OFFICE BUILDING

One Ashburton Place

The map beloW of- the area around One Ashburtort Place includes approaches to

Boston from Storrow Drive, Routes 1 and 93 to the Expressway, and Route 28 north

of Boston. Please be advised that parking in the area is expensive and often hard to

find after the morning rush hour. One alternative is the Government Center Parking
Garage (enter from New Chardon Street) where parking is $8.25/day for cars in by 10

a.m. To reach One Ashburton Place from the garage, walk up New Chardon Street;

you will cross Cambridge Street. Continue up either Somerset Street or Bowdoin

Street to One Ashburton Place.

S

4’

~~ic 5~ee~



BRIDGEWATER-RAYNHAM REGIONAL date: November 30, 1994

HIGH SCHOOL, Auditorium time: 7 - 9 p.m.

FROM THE SOUTH: Take Route 24 NORTH to Rt. 104 (Exit 15- Bridgewater), Take

RIGHT at end of ramp. Stay on road for 2.6 miles. Take LEFT onto Center Street.

(Note: VFW Brick Hall on !~fi. as you approach Center Street). High school is 1/4 mile

on right.

FROM THE NORTH: Take Route 24 SOUTH to Rt. 104 (Exit 15- Bridgewater), Take

LEFT at end of ramp. Stay on road for 2.8 miles. (Note: VFW Brick Hall on ~ft as you

approach Center Street). Take LEFT onto Center Street. High school is 1/4 mile on

right.

FROM THE WEST: Take Route 495 SOUTH to Route 24 NORTH (Exit 7A)to’Rt. 104

(Exit 1 5). Follow directions as above (FROMTHE SOUTH).

FROM EAST, SOUTHEAST, and NORTHEAST: Route 106 to Route 104 to

Bridgewater Center. Take Route 28 NORTH one mile to traffic lights; take left onto

Center Street. School is approximately one mile on your left.

- or -

Route 44 to Middleboro Rotary. Take Route 18/28 North to Bridgewater Center. Take

Route 28 NORTH one mile to traffic lights; take left onto Center Street. School is

approximately one mile on your left.



Groundwater

~ I T i ~j & Environmental Services, Inc

85 Flagship Drive - Suite E • North Andover, MA 01845. (508) 688-8100 • FAX (508) 688-6041

04 November 1994

Mr. Don Johnson

Acton Town Manager
Acton Town Hall

472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Re: Sunoco Service Station

336 Great Road

Acton, Massachusetts

DUNS No. 0005-2670

DEP Release Tracking Number 3-10259

Dear Mr. Johnson:

On behalf of Sun Company, Inc. (Sun), Groundwater & Environmental Services, Inc.

(GES) is forwarding a copy of the legal notice which is to be published in The Beacon on

10 November 1994, for the above referenced site. The notice is in regards to a submittal of

a Tier I Permit application to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

(DEP) and fulfills the requirements of Massachusetts General Law (MGL), 310 CMR

40.0703(8)(a)2.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact

either of the undersigned at 508/688-8100.

Very truly yours,

GROUNDWATER NVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

Eric M. Axeirod

Case Manager N

iro en Scientist

n J. vanaugh, L.S.P.

nior Envi onmental Engineer

Attachment

cc: W. Morse/Sun Company, Inc.

Connecticut. Massachusetts • Rhode Island



r4-~ -rj~
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Notice of Initial Site Investigation and

Waste Site Cleanup Permit Application

Site: Sunoco Service Station

336 Great Road

Acton, Massachusetts 01718

Release Tracking Number 2-10259

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 40.0480), an Initial Site

Investigation has been performed at the above referenced location. A release of oil and/or

hazardous materials has occurred at this location, which is a disposal site (as defmed by
M.G.L. c. 21E, Section 2). This site has been classified as Tier IC (310 CMR 40.0500),
and an Initial Tier IC Permit application is being submitted on 18 November 1994 to the

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0703. A permit
is required to proceed with a Comprehensive Remedial Response at all Tier I sites.

Anyone interested in reviewing the permit application should notify DEP by writing to:

DEP, Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup, Permit Section, at 75 Grove Street, Worcester,
Massachusetts, by 08 December 1994. If anyone notifies DEP of his or her interest in

reviewing or submitting comment on the Tier I permit application, DEP will conduct a

public comment review period of twenty (20) days which shall run concurrently with

DEFs Initial Technical Review of the application. Anyone who fails to notify DEP in

writing of his or her interest in commenting on the application by the above date may be

deemed to have waived his or her rights, if any, to appeal DEP’s permit decision or to

intervene in an adjudicatory proceeding with respect to this application, pursuant to 310

CMR 40.0770(2).

M.G.L. c. 21E and the Massachusetts Contingency Plan provides additional opportunities
for public notice of and involvement in decisions regarding response actions at disposal
sites: 1) The Chief Municipal Official and the Board of Health of the community in which

the site is located will be notified of major milestones and events, pursuant to 310 CMR

40.1403; and 2) Upon receipt of a petition from ten or more residents of the municipality in

which the disposal site is located, or of a municipality potentially affected by a disposal
site, a plan for involving the public in decisions regarding response actions at the site will

be prepared and implemented, pursuant to 310 CMR 40.1405.

To obtain information on this disposal site and the opportunities for public involvement

during its remediation, please contact Sun Company, Inc., 35 Terminal Road, Field Point,
Providence, Rhode Island, 02905.



Commonwealth of Massachusetts

ExecutIve Office of ErMionmental Altairs

Department of
Environmental Protection

Wiilt.m P. Wetd
U

Tiudy Co..
~L~A

•

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Massachusetts Department of. Environmental Protection (DEP) is proposing to amend thc

Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 40.0000, the ‘MC?’), which is promulgated pursuant to

M.G.L; c. 21E (the Stait’s Superfund Law). The proposed amendments to 310 CMR 40.(XXX) revise
and clarify the nales for notifying DEP of releases of oil and hazardous material, procedures and technical
standards For response actions, permit procedures, criteria for determining that a site needs ‘no further
action’

•
and other requirements;

To obtain public comment on the proposed regulations, DEP will hold three public hearings in accordance

with MG.L. c. 30A:

SPRINGFIELD: Sprlngrie1d Technical Community College, I Armory Square. Bldg 17/Rm 102;
Monday. November 14, 1994, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

WORCESTER.: DEP Central Regional Office, 75 Grove Street, Wachusert Room;
Thtirsaay, November 17., 1994, 6:30 pm, to 8:00 p.m.

BOSTON: Hurley Building. 19 Staniford Street, Minihan Room;
Friday. November 18, 1994, 9:00a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Testimony may be presented orally and/or in writing at the public hearings. The period for accepting
written testimony will remain, open until November 28, 1994. Please submit written testimony to:

Elizabeth Callahan, Department of Environmental P~oteëtion, Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup. 5th Floor.
One Winter Street. Boston, MA 02108.

In accordance with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA, M.G.L. c. 30, §8 (,l.62ll. and
311 CMR 11.00), DEP will file an Environmental Notification Form (ENF) with the Secretary of
Environmental Affairs on the proposed MCP revisions. The Secretary will publish notice of the ENF
in the‘Monilor on November 8, 1994, and will receive public comments on the project
until November 28. 1994. The bearings listed above will be considered to be consultation sessions on

the project, and a MEPA analyst will attend All persons Wishing to respond to the ENE should submit
written commentatothcSccretary’of Environmental Affairs, lOOCambridge Street, Boston, MA 02202.
Attention:...MEPAyUnit:

Copies~~tjsr~iJea ~gu1atiotis are available frOm DEP a Bureau of Waste Site Ckanup To obtain

a copyft~ of tharge plcaaç wrile to J~ibIic Participation Branch Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup On~

Wintei~,Slrcei Bosto1~ MA 02108 or call (617) 556-1148 Copies are also available throu~.lt th~ DLP

Compilier Bulletin Board System Modem (617) 292 5546(9600 Baud 11 d.ita I stop no parity) br

questions about the use of Bulletin Board System please call (617) 556 1052
‘•

~ •~7P

The l)epartnsent ol’ t~nvironmenta! Protection (DEl’) has established a Technical Assistance .(~rant ~TA()

I’rograni that will provide up to $10,000 to assist citizens in understanding and using technical and scientific

ittlorm ition dt.vtJnpi..d durtn~, the assessment Ond ckanup or sites contaminated by oil and/or h~iardous

m~tiri tl% I lit.’,s. grants art, ,suthori,.ed by Section 14(b) of Massachusetts General Law Ch~ptt.r 211 (The

M i.s,it,hust,tts Supi.rfund Law)

lAG applications were submitted to DEP in August1994 and were evaluated using cr~tcriaestshlished in

Stthpart N of the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 40.1450 ~j~ This notice lists TAG projects
selected Ilir funding in Fiscal Year 1995 in alphabetical order by town,

~°b~ P/f

Commonwealth of Môssochusetls

~
I xocuttvo Office of Envhronmenlat Affairs

Department of
• Environmental Protection

WUttam F. W.td

Tn,dy Co..

Tho.nan B. Pow.~S
A_ •‘.~~ts

BUREAU OF WASTE SITE CLEANUP

FY1995 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS

RECEIVED
•OCI 2 6 1994

MEPA

SllE/RH EASE

IRACKING U

API’I.ICANT GROUP

AI)1)RESS and TELEPhONE U

I) WIt. Grace

50 Independence Road

Actiin, MA

2.(lt)!()

ACES Inc..

Robert Eiscngrein
5 .Vulley: Road”

ActOn~ MA 01720

(508) 263-8842

On. Winter $tr..j . bo.tcn, Ma.o.chus.tta o2tOa • FAX (Gil) 5565049 • T.t.pi.on. (all) 292.5500

On. Winie, 5U..t • Bo.ton, M.mchu..n. 02106 . FAX (91?) 556-1049 • T.t.piions (611) 292.5500



Ms. Lynne Jennings
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Waste Management Division

Region!
90 Canal Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02114

c~M~RESSE~c.
Ten Cambridge Center

Cambridge. Massachusetts 02142

617

Mr. Edmon.d C.

Regional
Bureau of W~

Massachusetts

Environmental Protection

75 Grove Street

Worcester, Massachusetts 01605

Subject: W.R. Grace, Acton, Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Jennings and. Mr. Benoit

On behalf of W.R. Grace, Camp Dresser & McKee Inc. (CDM) hereby submits a

Position Paper entitled Selection and Evaluation of Tentatively Identified

Compounds in Groundwater at the W.R. Grace Site.

This position paper focuses on a discussion of those TICs most frequently present in

site groundwater, areas contributing the most significant nurnber of TICs, and the

potential for adverse health effects assodated with the identified TICs. Combined, au

this information, attempts to answer the question: “Is continued groundwater TIC

sampling and analysis warranted at the W.R. Grace site”?

Please call if you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

CAMP DRESSER & McKEE INC.

Millie Gar~ia, M.P.H.

Risk Assessor

MG:paa

Encs.

isa-i 38-RT.PEP’t

APPROVED BY:

Bruce R Conklin, P.E.

Vice President

:1~o~s- ~r~gJJflQ.
FutL. TDcz~_. ui f~F

scientists,

consultants

November 4, 1994

Printed on recycled paper
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Massachusetts Housing Partnership Fund

November 4, 1994

Mr F Dore Hunter

Chairperson
Board of Selectmen

Town Hall

Acton MA 01720

Dear Mr Hunter

I am writing to congratulate the Town of Acton and its housing partnership for its

continued affiliation with the Massachusetts Housing Partnership Fund (MHP) Your community
is one of more than 200 cities and towns that have joined the MHP Fund to create affordable

housing and build stronger communities all across the Commonwealth In 1995, thanks to local

partnerships like yours, we will have much to celebrate as we mark our 10th anniversary

Over the past 10 years local housing partnerships have had a dramatic impact on the

way affordable housing is developed, rehabilitated and financed in Massachusetts While the

MHP Fund has always been a source of technical support to cities and towns, we have recently
become a major source of financing as well During the last year we have committed more than

$50 million in financing to help communities across the Commonwealth to rehabilitate housing
and strengthen neighborhoods These funds are made possible at no cost to the taxpayers
through our agreements with several major banks

Your affiliation with the MHP Fund will continue to provide you with direct access to our

staff, eligibility for the MHP I~und’s financing and technical asSistance programs, a variety of

publications and information about our upcoming housing workshops and conferences A

brochure that describes our programs and services is enclosed along with your “Certificate of

Affiliation” If there is any way we can be of assistance to your community, please do not

hesitate to call Robert Jenkins, Jr at (617) 338-7868 We look forward to continuing our work

with you

Sincerely,

~
Director of:Community Outreach

Enc.

cc: Naomi (Betty) McManus

• 0 Iwo Oliver Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109 Phone (617)338-7868 Fax (617) 338-8274 0

°‘.-‘•~,nt ~trpp~ Amherst Massachusetts 01002 Phone (413) 253-7379 Fax (413) 253-3002



CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR

SEPTEMBER 7, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: William M. Hill, Morene Bodner, Ann Shubert, Andrew Durham.
Linda McElroy 7:47, Peter Shanahan 8:00

ASSOCIATE MEMBER: Lori Dangelmayer 7:45

CONSERVATION ADMINISTRATOR: Tom Tidman

RECORDING SECRETARY: Andrea MacKenzie

VISITORS: Peter Quinn, Chuck Samiotes, Jock MacLeod, William Murray. Barbara

Smith, Harry Donahue, John Barbadoro

7:38 Mr. Hill called the meeting to order.

DISCUSSION - 122-124 Nonset Path

Mr. Harry Donahue, of Acton Survey and Engineering introduced John

Barbadoro, applicant for 122-124 Nonset Path. Mr. Donahue~ reported that Lot C

(an adjacent lot) is under agreement with a third party. Mr. Barbadoro

presented the Commission with two letters; one is requesting Blackstone Realty
Trust to grant an easement for access, and the second is their response denying
Apple Valley Homes an easement across Lot C.

Mr. Donahue stated that he feels that his applicant has two options; refile the

same notice of intent, or appeal the Commissions decision to DEP.

The Commission suggested that the applicant file a new notice of intent, and

submit the two letters with the NOI as additional information.

8:07 REOUEST FOR EXTENSION - North Acton Recreation Area (NARA)

Mr. Tidman stated that the Town is requesting an extension on the order of

conditions issued for the construction of the North Acton Recreation Area. The

Town hasn’t bid out the sale of gravel (which was to help fund the project), due

to the drop in the economy. The Army Corp of Engineers has finally approved
the project, they had requested minor changes requiring more diversified shore

line.

Ms. Bodner moved to issue a one year extension for the existing order of
conditions issued for NARA. Ms. Shubert seconded the motion. The motion

passed unanimously.

8:15 NOTICE OF INTENT - 344 Central Street - New View

Mr. Charles Samiotes presented plans for the proposed New View planned
community housing development. There will be 24 individual co-housing units
that are pre-sold to a group of people. Surface runoff flows to the north. Work

within the 100’ buffer zone consists of: Retention Basin B-3, B-S. Detention Basin

B-6 and the related outlet structures; and the proposed addition to the



original Sisson house. Associated wetlands and Fort Pond Brook exist on the

northern edge of the parcel. The original Sisson house will remain, with a

proposed addition, approximately 46’ from the edge of wetlands. Related

grading for the addition will be approximately 40’ from the edge of wetlands.
At the entrance from Central Street, Retention Basm B-3 is proposed within 75’

of the wetlands. Retention Basin B-S and associated grading is 65’ from the edge
of wetlands. Detention Basin B-6 and associated grading is approximately 44’

from the edge of wetlands. Each of the three basins have a 12” diameter

discharge pipe flowing north to the edge of wetlands and each has a velocity
reducing device (YRD) at the end (consisting of riprap). The VRD riprap for

Basin B-6 and associated grading is approximately five feet from the edge of

wetlands. Basin B-5 and B-4 (B-4 is outside of the 100’ buffer) discharge to a

VRD riprap structure that is approximately five feet from the edge of wetlands.

Basin B-3 flows to a non-riprap outlet approximately 55’ from the edge of

wetlands. All of these basins account for 100% retention of surface runoff and

roadway drainage as required in a Zone 4 Groundwater Protection District.
Siltation prevention devices are planned in a contiguous line along the north side

of the property approximately 40’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point.
Each of the VRD riprap structures have siltation prevention provided around

each immediate area, as they are north of the siltation line. A documented

agreement with the contractor will obligate them to supplement erosion control

if the need becomes apparent.

Mr. Shanahan inquired about Basin B-4 and the possibility of it being below

groundwater. Mr. Samiotes reported that B-4 is above groundwater.

Mr. Samiotes stated that the future residents of this community are

environmentally awares folks and would like to develop a maintenance program
for the abutting conservation land, possibly by maintaining the trail system
connecting their land to ours.

8:43 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - 693 Massachusetts Avenue - Acton Water Supply

William Murray, from David E. Ross Associates, presented plans for proposed
construction of a new 2600 s.f. administrative building at their Massachusetts

Avenue facility. The building is proposed with a slab foundation, and will be

constructed on existing the grass meadow. No clearing will be necessary. The

proposed building location will be approximately 94’ from the edge of wetlands,
and associated grading will be 80’. Haybales are provided between all activity
and the wetlands. The building will have a sealed holding tank for sewage, as

there is an active well and pump house within 80’ of the proposed building. This

NOl has been filed with the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
due to the presence of Wood Turtles in this area. Mr. Murray again noted that

no habitat will be taken as the proposed building will be constructed on the

existing open grass area. Natural Heritage has not yet responded to this

proposal, and Mr. Murray doesn’t expect them too.

Upon q~uery by the Commission, the Administrator reported that this proposal is

not taking any valuable habitat and should not be an issue with the presence of

Wood Turtles.

8:58 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing

ConCom Minutes - 2 - September 7, 1994



NOl DECISION - 344 Central Street - New View

The Administrator commented that this site does have enormous potential for

erosion.

Mr. Shanahan moved to issue an order of conditions for the plans as presented
with the following special conditions:

1.) Due to the severity of the slopes associated with site construction the

Commission will require that prior to road construction, all temporary or

permanent detentionisedimentation basins shall be constructed and functional.

2.) Prior to the issuance of a building permit, all old machinery (ie: truck parts,
farming equipment, etc.) associated with the site prior to the development of the

New View PCRC, shall be removed from both the abutting conservation land

and the open farm field.

Ms. Shubert seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The Commission will also send a formal letter toMr. Sisson (present owner of

344 Central Street) informing him of the clean up requirement, as his operations
were the source of the abandoned equipment.

NOl - DECISION - 693 Massachusetts Avenue - Acton Water District

Ms. Bodner moved to issue a standard order of conditions for the plans as

presented by the Acton Water Supply District at 693 Mass. Ave. Ms. McElroy
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

PRELIMINARY REVIEW - Ice House Pond Dredging

Mr. Tidman gave a brief overview of the future notice of intent filing for the

dredging of Ice House Pond. An estimated 13,000 cubic yards of sediment will
be removed to reclaim the recreational and aesthetic value of the pond. Soil
sediment tests were done during the winter of 1993. Contact has been made with

the Army Corp of Engineers, Ted Lento has been very helpful. He has also met

with Marielle Stone, of DEP, who has been helpful and tough. Her big concern

will be the damage to the healthy bordering vegetated wetland. The proposal
will be to dewater the pond over the winter and commence dredging durmg the

driest period of the following summer, probably July and/or August.

9:35 NOTICE OF INTENT - EUA 4 Acorn Park Drive

Mr. Bruce Stamski presented plans for the construction of a single family house

and grading within the 100’ buffer zone. The proposed house and deck will be
44’ from the edge of wetlands. Clearing will be 25’ from the edge of wetlands.
The line of haybales will be the limit of activity on this lot. The wetlands are

within the open space Parcel F.

The Commission noted the 5’ wide pedestrian stone dust path shown on Parcel F

within 25’ of the wetlands. The Commission was not aware that the original
subdivision plans provided for a gravel trail within 2’ of the wetlands. Ms.

Bodner will draft a letter to the Planning Board inquiring about the possibility
of using woodchips instead of excavating and placing gravel.

ConCom Minutes - 3 - September 7, 1994



9:58 Hearing no further comments, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Ms. Bodner moved to issue a standard order of conditions for the plans as

presented for the construction of EUA 4 Acorn Park Drive. Mr. Shanahan

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

9:59 Meeting Attendance

Mr. Hill stressed to Commissioners that if they are not going to attend a

meeting, they need to inform staff prior to the meeting. There was a lack of

quorum for July 20 meeting, which was not discovered until that night at the

meeting.

10:05 Mr. Shanahan excused himself from the meeting.

NOl - DECISION - 122-124 Nonset Path

The Commission discussed issues regarding the lack of alternative access

presented by the applicant to his two lots. Lot C is under agreement with a

third party as stated in the letter presented by Mr. Barbadoro.

The meadow area on both side of the wetlands crossing should be required to

remain unmaintained once access is gained.

The Commission agreed to accept a new NOl filing with the submittal of the

additional information regarding the status of the adjacent lot under agreement
with a third party.

10:25 Mr. Durham moved that the Commission adjourn. Ms. Shubert seconded the

motion. The motion passed unanimously.

William M. Hill, Chairman

845
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LOWELL REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY

ADVISORY BOARD MiNUTES

September 15, 1994

b

4 ~fl’~q{~

11994

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kenneth Stevens at 7:25 p..m. at the Lowell

Regional Transit Authority Offices, 145 Thorndike Street, Lowell, MA. Mr. Joseph Czarnionka

of Pepperell, Mr. Arthur Doyle of Billerica, Mr. James Good of Chelmsford, Mr. Thomas

Hartnett of Groton, Mr. Donald Herskovitz of Acton, Ms. Beth Kalhauser of Tyngsborouth, Mr.

William Kavanagh of Westford, Mr. Timothy Lorden of Townsend, and Mr. John Lyons of

Dracut were present. (Weighted vote present = 25.73 constituting a quorum.)

MINUTES:

Chainnan Stevens presented the Minutes of June 16, 1994 and August 10, 1994 Advisory Board

Meetings for acceptance.

MR. DOYLE MOVED THAT THE MINUTES BE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED,
SECONDED BY MR. CZARNIONKA, VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Administrator Kennedy reported that five new buses have been received and the other six will be

arriving within the next week.

Mr. Kennedy also reported that he appeared before the Chelmsford Selectmen and gave them an

update on the progress of the LRTA.

Mr. Good stated that the meeting went very well. Activities of the LRTA were discussed and

everybody present was quite happy.

Administrator Kennedy stated that he would be meeting with the Tewksbury Selectmen on

October 11, 1994. The officials in Tewksbury will be conducting a needs assessment to see what

level of service they will be looking for. The Administrator also commented that he would like

to continue to meet with the Selectmen of all Towns on a regular basis.

Mr. Kennedy stated that renovation of the new offices was going very well. The painters started

their work today, the carpet will be laid on Monday and he expects to be back in the offices by
October 1994.



Minutes

September 15, 1994

Page 2

Administrator Kennedy stated that the LRTA now has a new advertising firm--George Anastis

Associates. George is instituting a new advertising program and is working very hard at it. He

knows the area vely well. He has represented St. Joseph’s Hospital and Colonial Gas Company
for many years. He is well liked and respected in the area. In the last ten years, the largest
amount of money this Authority has seen in advertising revenue is $8,000. George is paying us

$1,500 per month for the right to advertise--or $18,000 per year-- $10,000. more than the highest
year over eight years. Mr. Kennedy is very confident that George Anastis Associates will make

money for the LRTA.

Mr. Kennedy explained that the past month has been a very busy one. Today, a great deal of

time was spent welcoming the students back into Lowell. We are making a very aggressive

attempt to get the students to buy passes. There are many advantages to us, as well as the

students, to do that. In taking a look at our revenue, during the winter months when there was no

school, the revenues would drop considerably. The purchase of passes would eliminate that.

Administrator Kennedy informed the Board that the LRTA defended successfully in a very

serious lawsuit in Superior Court in Cambridge. The case was brought by J.P. Construction Co.

of Stonehain and J. P. Construction lost on all counts. The LRTA was victorious in defending
against all counts. Mr. Kennedy asked Atty. Arthur Sullivan if he would give a brief report on

this case.

Atty. Sullivan explained that J.P.Pascucci Company was suing the LRTA for not being awarded

the bid to construct the Gallagher Terminal Addition due to the fact that the previous
Administrator was prejudice towards him, because he (Pascucci) had sued the LRTA once before

and the LRTA was now doing everything in their power not to award the contract to him. The

suit was for over $1,000,000.

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR’S FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT:

MR. LYONS MOTIONED TO ACCEPT THE DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR’S MONTHLY

FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT, SECONDED BY MS. KALHAUSER~ VOTED

UNANIMOUSLY.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S ASSISTANT REPORT:

MR. DOYLE MOTIONED TO ACCEPT THE ADMINISTRATOR’S ASSISTANT REPORT,
SECONDED BY MR. KAVANAGH, VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

REPORTS OF SUB-COMMI1TEES:

Mr. Kavanagh reported that the Sub-Committee on Routes and Fares met earlier this evening and

voted unanimously to recommend the proposed fee schedule that had been distributed explaining
that there has not been a fare increase in eight years. There is one change at the bottom of Page
1. Instead of reading “over 100 tokens”, it should read “100 tokens and over”.

MR. GOOD MOTIONED THAT THE FARE AND FEE SCHEDULE, WITH ONE CHANGE,
BE ADOPTED, SECONDED BY MS. KALI-IAUSER, VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

COMMUNICATIONS:

MR. KAVANAGH MOVED TO ACCEPT AND PLACE ON FILE, THE COMMUNICATION

FROM THE PEPPERELL BOARD OF SELECTMEN, SECONDED BY MR. DOYLE,
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

OLD BUSINESS: TIP UPDATE

Mr. Tim Goddard, NMCOG, informed the Board that the Transportation Improvement Program

(TIP) endorsed by the LRTA Board has been approved by the Mass. Highway Dept. The Federal

Highway Dept. will approve it on November 1, 1994.

CURRENT BUSINESS: FY’95 SECTION 9 APPLICATIONAUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

MOTION MADE BY MR. LORDEN TO APPROVE THE FY’95 SECTION 9 APPLICATION

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION, SECONDED BY MR. KAVANAGH, VOTED

UNANIMOUSLY.
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NEW BUSINESS: None

MOTIONS:

Administrator Kennedy informed the Board that he was in the process of negotiating with

Dunkin Donuts fora concession in the Terminal lobby. At the same time he has been talking to

two banks on bringing in an ATM machine, also a dry cleaning business - in by 9 a.m. and out by
4 p.m. These three have done well in transportation terminals in other parts of the state.

MOTION MADE BY MR. GOOD, SECONDED BY MR. CZARNIONKA TO AUTHORIZE

THE ADMINISTRATOR TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS FORNEW CONCESSIONS AT

THE GALLAGHER TERMINAL AND TO AUTHORIZE HIM TO SIGN A LEASE WITH

DUNK1N DONUTS. VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

WARRANT:

MOTION MADE BY MR. LORDEN TO APPROVE THE WARRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF

$487,498.62 WITH A SUPPLEMENT AMOUNT OF $1 1,045.5 1(Gallagher Terminal) FOR A

TOTAL OF $498,544.13, SECONDED BY MS. KALHAUSER, VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

ADJOURNMENT:

ON A MOTION MADE BY MR. DOYLE, SECONDED BY MR. HERSKOVITZ, THE

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:50 p.m.

I, William Kavanagh, duly elected and acting as Clerk of the Lowell Regional Transit Authority,
do hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting of the

Lowell Regional Transit Authority Advisory Board held on September 15, 1994.

Date William Kavanagh



/ CHARLES A. GALLAGHER

#
TRANSPORTA11ON TERMINAL

wel! Reciiona! 145 Thorndike Street

ransit Autlorit” Lowell. Massachusetts 01852

Telephone (508) 459-0164

Fax (508) 458-9673

MEMO TO: LRTA Advisory Bo~d
FROM: A. Motter .4
SUBJECT: Contracts/Procurement/Facilities Report
DATE: October 17, 1994

Charles A. Gallagher Transportation Terminal

Security - We have experienced two instances of vandalism (total of five cars) since the

last report. Ed Davis of Lowell Police was contacted and he explained that there was a rash of

car vandalism in the downtown area. The Police are working on the problem. No vandalism has

been reported since that time.

Maintenance - LRTA maintenance personnel have been assisted the general contractor for

the officerenovation removing debris and general clean-up. Fall clean-up will begin within the

next two weeks.

LRTA Office Rehabilitation - The work is nearly complete and the LRTA Administrative

Office will be moved back by Monday October 24, 1994.

Gallagher Terminal Addition~

The LRTA temporary office location has worked out well in the Addition Garage during
construction of the Office Area.

Parking and Terminal Revenues

Overall September 1994 Terminal revenues represent an increase of 13% from September
of 1993 (Adjusted for NMCOG rent). Revenue from the NMCOG lease is now included as

Gallagher Terminal Addition Revenue. In addition, effective October 1, 1994 the parking rate

increase from $2.00 to $2.50 per day and from $25 to $30 per month will significantly impact
future revenues. Monthly parking for October is up 25% from September and over 50% from

October of 1993.

Procurement

Procurement of the following items is currently in process:

- Tewksbury and Townsend Paratransit Service. Second round under review by Council.

- Renovations at LoLaw Tewksbury Facility; Roof, Bus Washer, Heating System, Sewer

pumps, etc.

- Elevator repair, ADA update and maintenance contract.

Acton • Billerica • Che!msford • Dracut • Groton • Lowell • Pepperell • Tewksbury • Townsend • Tyngsborough • Westford



LRTA FY95 BUD ESULTS- TO DATE AUGUST 1994 AND -TO-DATE ACTUALS

LRTA FISCAL YEAR 1995 BUDGET STATUS

EXPENSES~

LRTA ADMINISTRATIVE:

LRTA PROFESSIONAL:

GALLAGHER TERMINAL:

TERMINAL ADDITION:

TRANSIT SERVICE:

BUS ADVERTISING:

INTEREST EXPENSE:

OTHER:

LRTA ADMINISTRATIVE:

LRTA PROFESSIONAL:

GALLAGHER TERMINAL:

TERMINAL ADDITION:

TRANSIT SERVICE:

BUS ADVERTISING:

INTEREST INCOME:

OTHER:

26,790

7,375

23,621

5,492

319,240

0

14,667

0

0

18,667

1,925

49,778

1,667

2,500

2,458

56,808

17,844

19,101

2,835

337,073

0

17,003

0

FY’95

ACTUALS

ThRU 2 MONTHS

79,824

31,407

52,154

5,640

680,586

0

28,341

0

APPROVED

YEARLY

BUDGET

321,480

88,500

283,450

65,900

3,830,880

0

176,000

0

0

224,000

23,100

597,330

20,000

30,000

29,500

% OF FY’95

BUDGET

EXPENDED

24.83%

35.49%

18.40%

8.56%

17.77%

NA

16.10%

NA

NA

NA

17.53%

16.74%

13.36%

12.49%

40.57%

MONTHLY

BUDGETED

LATEST

MONTH’S

ACTUALS (8/94)

TOTAL EXPENSES = j 397,185 450,664 877,952 4,766,210 18.42%)

0 0

0 0

17,926 39,272

1,933 3,866

42,158 79,798

91 2,498

8,413 12,172

TOTAL REVENUES =

1,500 1,500 NA

) 76,995 72,021 139,106 923,930 15.06%)

NET COST OF SERVICE =
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ACT0N~E~XBOR0U~H CULTURAL COUI’TC IL

Junior High School Room 301
Minutes

Council members present: Catherine Christensen, Kathryn Garcia,
Kay Hartung, Susan Richmond, Linda Kroll, (and Emily Johnson.

Rosalie De~uattro, who is waiting to be appointed by the

Acton selectmen was also present.

Guests present: .Suzette Hutchinson, Rosie Latto, Micki Williams,
Deborah Gilpin, Evelyn Olschewski, Debbie McKown, and Robert

E. Ficken.

Kay Hartung called the meeting to order at 4~7;3~ pm. She gave a

brief review of the Council, stating that the M~ grants money to

local councils from money recéthved from lo-ttery sales. MCC’S

budget almost doubled this year, resulting in an allocation of

approxi.mately ~9,00O to the ABCC. Last year the Council received

about $5,000. Last year the Council received 2L~ grants requesting
~approxiamately $10,000. Not all were funded. Grants averaged
$250—$LfOO. The Council is holding the community input meeting to

make the Council’s arts pbograms more accessible and to find out

what kinds of projects the community would like to see funded.

The Council is planning an “Environmental Sculpture in the Wood&’

project in conjunction with the Acton Arboretum.

Council members introduced themselves, followed by introductions

o~ the guests, who stated their areas of interest: dance

programs for students, school programs, Acton Chamber Orchestra,
High School Language lab, Discovery Museum programs, visual art

and painting.

Council Members thanked the guests for atte~jng.F~ The community
input poT~ion of the meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.

The Council then conducted a brief business meeting. Carol Geist

submitted a report that ~5,68O.75 of Council money has been

transferred from Acton to Boxborough. Kay and Susan reported
they met with a representative of the Acton Conservation Commission

concerning the Environmental Sculpture project. A ~ brief

review showed that the summer meetings were not properly posted
with the two town clerks. Emily Johnson will be sure future meetings
are properly posted.

The meeting adjourned at 9’20 pm.



ACT0~T- BOXBOIROUGH CULTURAL OTMCIL

Minutes of the Meeting
November 2, 199k

PRESENT: Rosalie DeQuattro, Susan Richmond, Catherin

Linda Kroll, Emily Johnson, Carol Geist,
Janet Thrope, Kay Hartung.

The Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.

Catherine Christensen reported that Rosie Latto and a representative
from the Discovery ~useum would both come to the meeting to answer

questions.

Emily reported that Kay had called 14CC. Theyl were very supportive
of funding an individual artist and they would not reject a proposal
based on the fact that the project had already taken place. Kay
also reported That MCC said tne Uouncil should use the town’s

tax identification number. Kay reported th-at the teacher from

McCarthy—Towne who had applied for money to attend the “Lion

Witch, and Wardrob&’ had called to find out when she would be

notified of our decisioni

Rosie Latto attended the meeting and distributed a revised budget
to correct the original one that was unbalanced. She gave a

wonderful presentation of her singing and explained about the

music teacher and voice coach, and elaborated on her resumes to

indicate her professional status. She will sing for the s~±~x~

Senior Center in January (no Payment) and with the Acton Chamber

Orchestra in the spring (~Opaymen~)

Pat Earon attended as a representative from the Discovery Museum

and distributed a budget and a map of the proposed animal garden.

After Rosie and Pat left, members review~the suggestions from

the previous meeting. Members discussed incre~ing funding for

some projects, to provide more school funding to keep the schools

at basically 33% of the total amount funded. Upon further review

the 2~±~ww following suggestions were made:

grant ~ to increase funding to ~t7/ticket, increasing
funding to ~525

Grant#2 to keep it at ‘~30k
grant~3 to not fund

grant #:L~- to increase funding to ~37OO, to fund both Douglas
and Elanchard portions

grant �L5 to not fund

grant #6 to keep at full funding ~70O

grant #7 to keep at partial funding of ~k85
grant #8 to fund ~LfOO
grant #9 to keep at full funding of ~2OO

grant #10 to not fund

grant 7~l 1 to fund at :~5O0
grant #12 to fund at :L~cc:

grant #13 to not fund

grant #1k to not fund

g~nt /~15 to fund fully a~ :~1,OO0

grant /~1 6 to not fund

grant /Fl? to not fund

~ #18 to fund fully at ~.5OO
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grant #19 to not fund

grant #20 to not fund

grant �!21 to fund fully at ~8O0

grant #22 to fund partially at $300
Grant #23 to fund fully at $732
grant #2k to fund fully at ~300
grant # 25 to fund fully at $LfOO
grant # 26 to fund fully at ~500

grant #27 to not fund

grant #28 to not fund

grant # 29 to fund fully at :~~00

TOTAL FUNDING~

members voted to approve the grants as suggested.

Kay dicussed the Environmental Arts Project in detail, going
over the budget, the town involvement,. etc and passed around

two booklets showing examples of such art. Kay gave credit to

Susan for her work in writing the proposal. Susan will fill out

the supplemental questions form for MCC and bring it to the

Dec. 5 meeting. (KAY1S DISCUSSION TOOK PLACE PRIOR TO THE FINAL

VOTE ON THE PROJECT).

Carol reported that the Council’s name change is on the warrant

for the Boxborough town meeting.

Carol will send letters to all the applicants.

There will be ~ no meeting on Nov.? since all the grantshave
been reviewed and the decisions on funding have been made. There

will be a meeting on Dec. 5 to al’ow rejected applicants to

request reconsideration if they can show that the Couaoil did

not follow proper procedures in the review process.

Kay set up a phone chain among members:

Kay--?Posalie--3Susan--~Jane~
Kathryn—-)Kay

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.



~ACTON—BOXBOPOUGH CULTURAL COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting
October 2Lf, 199Lj.

PRESENT: Kay Hartung, Linda Kroll, Carol Geist, Nat1

Rosalie DeQuattro, Emily Johnson, Susan Ric

Catherine Christensen.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.

Carol ~eist presented a treasurer’s report. We received an

allocation of $9,O5J-~-. Adding that to the account balance (minus
the 5~ designated for administration —~452.7O—) gives a total of

$14, 877.45 available for the grant funding process.

Linda Kroll presented a packet of materials from Jean Butler on

Art Quest, a project partially funded by the Council lastyear.
But.~er sent a t1iank you letter and dated sne was also aole to

receive funding directly from MCC.

CarolGeist reported that Fruitlands and Friends of the Boxborough
Library have not yet submitted requests for reimbursement from last

year’s funding cycle.

Kay reported she received about a half dozen responses to the

Community Organization letter that wa~ mailed out in August.

Kay requested that council members make a list of things to look

f or in the grants received:

excellence in the arts

availabilty of matching funds

broad audience

distribution of funds among disciplines
variety of age groups
cultural diversity
duplication within schools

collaborations

individual proposals as well as group proposals
clarity of application
realistic budget
commitment of timing
likelihood of success

location

local vs. regional

Members begab a review of applications, focusing on the schools.

first
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#1 NcCarthy—Towne School “Concord ~us~rt~—pelive 1775”

suggest funding ~5/ticket instead of ~7/ticket for

a total of ~375

#2 Conant School “East Neets West” suggest funding ~3OL1. for

ticke*~, no funding for transporation

~3 Conant School “Goldilocks & the Three Bears” suggest no

funding, still have lots of grants to look at

#Lf Douglas & Blanchard Schools “World Sources of American Music”

suggest ~L~0O to cover Douglas ~ portion; Blanchard has

applied for another grant

#5 McCarthy—Towne “Lion, Witch, & Wardrobe” suggest no funding,
limited money available, other applications benefit more students

#6 Blanchard School “~rt Quest” suggest full funding of ~700,
reaches larger audience

#7 Conant School “American Cultural History” suggest funding
:~L~85, one ~ portion of program (if extra money, could put
it here)

#23 Nerriam School “$toryteller in Pesidence” Suggest ~L~50,
would she be able to do it with that?

#2L1. Merriam—NcCarthy—Towne “Native American Storyteller”
suggest full funding ~3OO; reaches larger audience, collaboration

between schools

#25?4erriam & McCarthy—Towne “Tribal Phythms Celebration”

suggest full funding 1~Lf00; larger audience, collaboration

#8 Friends of Acton Library “chinese Culture Arts Activities”

suggest partial funding to cover cost of artist, not to rent

room, etc. ~200 — ~Lf00, numbers of children and proposed
v!orksno)s o.on’ t add up correctly, when woul~ i~ occur?

#9 Friends ok Acton Council on Aging ‘~rt class~ for Seniors”

suggest full funding ~200 program for seniors

#10 Fitchburg Art i~useum Pass for now

#11 ~iscovery ~useum “Animal Carden Exhibit” seems expensive,

questions on specifics in budget. would they do it for less?

Catherine will call to invite a representative to attend the

next meeting

#12 DeCordova ~useum “Art in tile Park Festival” pass for now

1113 ~arvard Community Theatre ~F~stival Entry” suggest no

funding, would. rather see funds used in programs that provide
more benefit to the community and that are more local
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#lLf John Porcinb “Story & Song Magic” suggest no funding, prefer
local group and more sp~ific program plans

#15 Acton Chamber Orchestra “Family Concert” suggest full

funding ~M,OOO a new program1 large community audience

#16 Thayer Symphony Orchestra “Misic Connection” suggest no

funding, need more specific info about what schools would

benefit, plans too vague

#17 Thayer Symphony Orchestra “~‘outh at the Pops” suggest no

funding, prefer more locally based activities

#18 Indian Hill Arts “Support for Symphony Orchestrat’ suggest
full funding ~35OO, collaboration with Fruitlands Museum

#19 John Smialek “Brass Music Concert” prefer local group, would

prefer a collaboration already set up, suggest no funding

#20 Symphony Pro Musica of Hudson “MUsic Purchase/Concert IV”

suggest no funding, prefer to support local orchestra

#21 Acton Community Chorus “Hiring Musicians” suggest full

funding ~8OO, local group, large community audience

#22 Sounds of Stow “Music ConcertS” suggest :~3OO, close to

Acton and Poxborough

#26 Posie Latto “~oloist/Acton Chamber Orchestra” can she come

in and provide a tape of her singing? is she o~.professional

singer? will she be paid for the concerts? (for seniors and
with the orchestra) on hold for now

#27 Creative Movei~ent Classes, Laura Harrington no firm

commitments yet for running programs, pass on it for now,

Kay will call her

#28 National Meniorial Trust “Save Outdoor SculptureH suggest no

funding, prefer a local project

#29 ~Invironmental Arts Project Council project suggest full

funding ~2,OO h~t Kay will discuss ~roject in greater detail

at next meeting wednesday, Nov. 2

Meeting adjourned at 10 pm.



ACTON-BOXBOPOUGH CULTURAL COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

August 22, 199Lf

PRESENT: Kathryn Garcia, Linda Kroll, Susan Richmon~,

Nartung, Carol Geist,-and Emily Johnson.

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 P.M. in Room 301

of the Juhior High School in Acton.

1) The Community Input Meeting is acheduled for Wednesday~

September 21, 199Lf, at 7:30 P.M. in Room 301 of the Junior

High School.

2) The deadline for grant applications set by MCC is Oct. 14;

since all. our guidelines state Oct. 15, we will accept them

on that date also.

3) Schedule of meetings for reviewing applications:

Mon. Oct. 24 7:00 P.M.

Vied. Nov. 2

Mon. Nov. 7 (if needed)

Mon. Dec. 5 (reconsideration date)

Packets of applications will be distributed to all Council

members before Oct. 24. Letters will be sent out to applicants

by Mov. 20.

4) The minutes of the July 25 meeting were approved.

5) C~.il Erwin will no longer be a voting me~nber of the

Council because she is no longer a town resident.

6) Kay has informed the Acton Selectmen of our desired name

change (Arts Council to Cultural Council) and the change in

length of terms of service. The name change needs to be

approved at Town Meeting. Linda Kroll will check to see what

needs to be done to make the same changes in Boxborough.

7) The Council voted to allow Kay Hartung and Carol Geist

to disburse funds from the Council for this cycle.



8) Carol Geist gave a Treasurerts Peport:

Opening balance $ 1+73.30

MCC allotment + 5601.00

Disbursements — 1500.00

Interest + 1+2.97

Ending balance ~1 1+617.27

From previous grant cycles, there :L~oney for which applicants

have not yet submitted requests for reimbursements:

92-93 253.00

93-91+ ~Lf101.0Q

9) Members reviewed outstanding grants from the 93—91+ cycle.

Calls will be made to determine the sto~tus of the projects.

10) The Council requests that all partial payments or progress

payments be preapproved before they are submitted for

reimbursement..

11) Letters sent to applicants will be revised as necessary:

-preliminary approval letter: p. 1+3 of guidelines

-final approval letter: p. 41+ “

-disapproval letter: p. 46 ~‘

12) Kay Hartung brought the letters which will be sent to

community organizations. Catherine Christenen obtained the

list from the Community Education Dept. and contacted all

the names to confirm their addresses. She also produced

the letters, questionnaires, and mailing labels.

13) The meeting adjourned at 8:1+0 P.~.
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On The Hill FY95 State Budget
After the Governor signed the FY95

State Budget on July 14, 1994, the Di

vision of Local Services released revi

sions to this year’s Cherry Sheets.

These revisions, circulated on July 20,

1994, estimate that total receipts to

municipalities for FY95 will be $2.55

billion, an increase of 8.5% above

FY94 levels. Regional school districts’

total receipts will equal $373.7 million,

up $50 million from the previous year.

(See IGR 94-101 issued July 1994.)

. The revisions reflect increases to cities,

towns and regional districts in:

• New Education Aid $189.7 million

increase (associated with Education

Reform).

• Lottery Aid $62.6 million increase.

This amount includes the reclassifica

tion of all FY95 Municipal Stabilization

Aid as Lottery Aid.

• Tuition of State Wards Program —

$2.48 million (reinstated program).

Outside sections of the FY95 budget,
Ch. 60 of the Acts 011994 of interest

to cities, towns and districts include

the following:

Section 5: Under this provision, any

city, town or regional school district

that can demonstrate an emergency

cash shortfall may be entitled to re

ceive advance distributions of local

aid. Approval is required by the Divi

sion of Local Services.

Section 26: This new law requires the

amendment of the Commissioner of

Administration’s rules and regulations
for the disposition of obsolete, excess

or unsuitable supplies & equipment
owned by departments of state gov

ernment. The amended rules and reg

ulations require such supplies and

equipment to be offered for sale to

cities and towns before being offered

for sale to the general public.

Section 66: Municipalities are author

ized by this new local option statute to

allocate special assessments for water

lines, treatment plants, etc., on the uni

form unit method. This method charges

New legislation of

interest to cities,
towns and districts.

the same amount for every actual and

potential residential unit (or residential

Unit equivalent in the case of commer

cial/industrial parcels). The amount of

the assessment is calculated by divid

ing the common main construction

costs equally among the total number

of existing and potential water units to

be served. The other methods of allo

cating costs are valuation of parcels,

frontage, or area within a given distance

from the way in which a line is laid.

Sections 72 & 73: These sections

amend M.G.L. Ch.44 Sec.53E1,~, the

statute authorizing departmental re

ceipts revolving funds. Previously,:
such funds could only be authorized at

an annual town meeting. Sec.73 ex

tends the ability of a municipality to au

thorize such funds at special town

meetings as well.

Sec.72 enables payment of the wages

or salaries of full-time municipal em

ployees from a departmental receipts

revolving fund so long as “the cost of

fringe benefits associated with the

wages are also paid from the fund.”

Previously, such wages and salaries

could not be paid from the fund under.

any circumstances.

Sections 74 & 75: These sections re

late to Appellate Tax Board (ATB) pro

cedure. Sec.74 expands the jurisdic
tion of single members of the ATB to

render decisions on their own. For

merly, a single member could only de

cide an appeal when the assessed

value of the subject property did not

exceed $50,000 or, with the consent of

continued on page Iwo ~
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On the Hill — FY95 State Budget
— continued from page one

the appellant, $100,000. Under this

section, a single member may decide

an appeal when the value of the prop

erty does not exceed $300,000 and,

with the consent of the appellant, does

not exceed $500,000.

Previously, M.G.L. Ch.58A Sec.10 re

quired the ATB to provide a stenogra

pher at hearings if so requested by any

party. Sec. 75 would allow the ATB to sat

isfy the requirement by using electronic

transcription equipment, or other alterna

tive transcription methods, instead of

using a stenographer.

Section 76: This section amends

Ch.60 Sec.3C, the provision of the

General Laws that permits scholarship
and education fund check-offs on mu

nicipal tax bills and motor vehicle ex

cise bills. It expressly permits expendi
tures from the education fund for

‘existing adult literacy programs.”

Section 77: This statute amends

Ch.60 Sec.23, clarifying procedures

relating to the requirement that devel

opers accompany the recording of

subdivision plans with municipal lien

certificates. It establishes that failure to

file a lien certificate does not affect the

validity of a recorded plan or of any

deed associated with the plan.

Section 116: This new law authorizes

local boards of health to enter into

agreements with property owners

under which municipalities pay up-

front the costs of lead paint removal,

fuel tank removal or septic system re

placement. These costs are then to be

recovered from the owners through as
sessments levied and collected in the

same manner as betterments under

Ch.80.

Section 221: This statute extends

through FY95 state relief to property
owners for municipal sewerage costs.

It also increases last year’s $30 million

appropriation to $40 million. In addi

tion, while last year’s legislation distrib

uted monies to mitigate the costs of

sewer rate increases due to the cost of

debt obligations issued after January
1, 1992, Sec.221 extends this mitiga
tion to the costs of debt issued in 1991.

Section 262: This provision amends

last year’s Education Reform Act by
establishing that if a city, town or re

gional school district exceeds its net

minimum contribution, it shall not be

required to maintain the additional

spending in subsequent years.

Section 272: This section makes an

other amendment to Education Re

form. It provides the Fiscal 1995 ver

sion of last year’s waiver provisions

whereby a community or regional
school district may apply to the Divi

sion of Local Services for recalculation

of its local contribution if the school in

curred a non-recurring expense or ex

pended funds from a non-recurring
revenue source the preceding year. U

Telephone
Improvements
The Division of Local Services extends

its apologies to all callers who have

had difficulty in reaching us by tele

phone in this past month. We have ex

perienced difficulties with the switch

board and telephone lines. The good
news is that we are having a new state-

of-the-art telephone system installed.

This new system will have a general
telephone number, individual direct di

aling and voice mail. We anticipate

greatly improved communications.

The November issue of City & Town will

publish the new main telephone num
ber and the December issue will list in

dividüals’ direct dialing numbers by
name and functional category. Thank

you for you patience. U

Data Bank Highlight

FY95 Cherry Sheet Manual
The Division of Local Services is

pleased to announce the publication of

the FY95 Cherry Sheet Manual. This

manual provides a detailed description
of each of the receipt and assessment

programs on the Cherry Sheet as well

as the formulas used in calculating the

amounts distributed or assessed. A

copy of the FY95 Cherry Sheet Manual
is being mailed to the Mayor or Chair

man of the Board of Selectman of

every city and town. Additional copies
can be~obtained by contacting Lisa

Juszkiewicz or Kay Meinel of the Divi

sion of Local Services’ Local Aid Sec

tion at (617) 727-2300.

continued on page eight~
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Focus
on Municipal Finance

Actual Dollar Value

of New Growth,
FY92-FY94
This month the Focus looks at trends in

the actual dollar value of new growth in

Massachusetts cities and towns over

the past few years. Beyond its role in

calculating increases in levy limits, new

growth is an integral part of the Munic

ipal Revenue Growth Factor (MRGF).
In many instances, when new growth is

analyzed, only the amount added to

the levy limit is examined. In this Focus,

however, we are analyzing the actual

dollar value of new growth. By doing so,

we hope to accurately show the resi

dential and total dollar value of new

growth in communities across the state.

What is New Growth?

New growth can be defined simply as

any property taxed for the first time or

any increase in property value not due

to revaluation. Proposition 21/2 allows a

community to increase its levy limit by
an amount based upon the valuation of

new construction and other growth in

the tax base that is not the result of

property. appreciation. This provision
of Proposition 21/2 recognizes that new

development results in additional costs

to the municipality. New growth be

comes part of the levy limit, increasing
at a rate of 2.5% each year as the levy
limit increases. New growth cannot,

however, result in a levy limit above the

levy ceiling of 2.5% of full and fair cash

valuation.

Note that the new growth reported for

FY94 is based on the growth reported
in calendar year 1992, with an assess

ment date of January 1, 1993. In addi

tion, M.G.L. Oh. 653, Sec.40, allows

new growth for new construction in the

same year in which it was built. This re

porting method results in some corn-

munities having a transition period of

eighteen months. For those communi

ties that reported new growth for an

eighteen-month period in FY92, FY93

or FY94 only two-thirds of that growth
was used in this analysis.

Methodology/Calculations
New growth is reported by communi

ties to the Oommissioner of Revenue

on forms LA13 and LA13A. The five

major categories that make up new

growth are as follows: residential, open

space, commercial, industrial, and

personal property. This analysis only
examines residential and total new

growth for fiscal years .1992—1994.

Residential new growth is examined

separately. It includes residential new

construction, residential exempt prop

erties returned to the tax rolls, residen

tial open space and other allowable

residential properties. In FY91, resi

dential new growth made up 54% of

total new growth. Since then, residential

new growth has increased as a per-

centage of total growth, reaching a

high of 61% in FY94.

The FY92—93 data also include

amended new growth that historically
has had a minimal impact on the total

amount of new growth and is severely
restricted in use. In FY93 only 31 com

munities reported amended new

growth; these amounts made up less

than 1% of the total new growth for

that year.

Trends Across the Years,
FY92-FY94

Figure -1 illustrates the past three

years’ residential and total new

growth. Total new growth appears to

have stabilized in FY94. Residential

new growth, after reaching a low in

FY93, increased slightly in FY94. The

total residential new growth in FY92

was $3,845,528,110; in FY93 it dropped
to $3,117,913,648 and in FY94 it rose

Figure 2

continued on page six

Residential New Growth as a Percent of Total

Residential Value FY92—FY94

• Above 2.5%

f~ Between 2.5% and 1.5%

~ Between 1.5% and 1%

LII Less than 1%



Actual Dollar Value of New Growth, Three- Year Average Compared with FY94

Residential Total Residential Total Residential Total Residential Total Residential Total Residential Total

Three-Year Three-Year New Growth New Growth Three-Year Three-Year New Growth New Growth Three-Year Three-Year New Growth New Growth

Municipality Average Average FY94 FY94
-

Municipality Average Average FY94 FY94 Municipality Average Average FY94 FY94

Abington 9,219,700 12,044,467 9,806,900 10,834,400 Chicopee 14,736,498 29,818,995 15,634,470 26,633,310 Hancock 442,233 557,187 799,730 934,591
Actorr 17,465,615 22,567,878 19,984,645 23,882,156 Chilmark 10,387,033 10,947,136 9,748,400 10,239,815 Hanover 10,906,833 15,578,040 15,169,400 19,163,100
Acushnet 8,009,467 11,731,853 6,623,700 7,916,300 Clarksburg 656,932 723,356 542,000 542,700 Hanson 6,371,400 7,795867 7,948,300 9,700,300
Adams 1230,700 2,534,433 1244,300 2,045,600 Clinton 3,585,232 5,371533 4,072,000 8,760,000 Hardwick 1757,953 2,041,296 1210,110 1375,310

Agawam 11,687,359 18,440,040 12,971,251 19,489,094 Cohasset 4,396,133 5,517,200 4,886,000 5,477,900 Harvard 4,833,751 7,312,497 5,878,194 7,875,065

Alford 1,632,470 1,726,006 1,868,603 1,944,231 Colrain 789,439 914,660 863,116 1,013,940 Harwich 16,839,934 24,167,310 17,375,600 24,446,950

Amesbury 18,598.239 22,136,857 17,333,087 19,780,931 Concord 20,125,257 22,874,397 17,359,051 21,595,070 Hatfield 2,423,818 3,529,792 2,000,650 3,455,009

Amherst 13,390,642 20,812,024 13,670,934 19,052,930 Conway 2,672,433 2,952,350 2,871,240 3,234,767 Haverhill 20,440,467 32,802,300 20,085,199 24,207,103
•Andover 37,560,882 51,271,569 50,079,447 61,409,795 Cummington 553,567 985,621 0 59,800 Hawley 262,037 281,853 379,214 409,604

Arlington 2,121,120 2,665,919 1833,700 2,249,540 Dalton 2,556,886 3,641,749 3,025,453 4,330,005 Heath 305,447 327,352 468,202 533,802

Ashburnharn 3,059,773 3,374,003 2,096,020 2,172,220 Danvers 12,135,533 27,753,733 11,626,900 30,801,100 Hingham 11,955,925 17,727,994 15,050,075 20,747,783

Ashby 2,160,732 2,306,591 2,394,936 2,680,888 Dartmouth 31,762,606 57,701,415 25,182,100 42,326,079 1-linsdale 2,212,650 2,462,755 1,104,314 1,370,830
Ashfield 1,606,574 2,039,356 1,463,174 1,947,466 Dedham 22,439,187 32,685,958 4,227,014 13,440,589 Holbrook 3,875,457 5,789,707 2,663,900 3,845,600
Ashland 11,574,133 14,079,499 11,137,000 14,416,796 Deerfield 2,731,135 5,301,975 2,963,356 3,785,862 Holden 10,592,633 11,793,967 13,153,900 14,903,100
Athol 5,722,478 5,946,913 3,396,264 3,683,745 Dennis 15,364,581 21,202,440 17,999,065 24,075,441 Holland 1,961,567 2,316,633 2,036,400 2,413,600

Attleboro 17,883,667 30,256,300 16,540,800 37,766.200 Dighton 3,204,990 10,567,260 3,079,900 4,792,500 Holliston 7,673,500 12,082,846 10,164,100 19,269,339
Auburn 8,335333 15,982,830 9,129,100 20,404,568 Douglas 7,177,514 9,168,976 5,635,900 7,237,000 Holyoke 5,385,332 17,722,226 2,467,077 25,473,460

Avon 1,962,867 6,633,033 724,400 3,741,600 Dover 15,124,427 16,043,338 17,200,100 18,121,100 Hopedale 2,522,279 3,933,196 1,210,559 1,642,801

Ayer 2,185,438 15,601.895 4,723,351 5,098,920 Dracut 25,054,843 28,915,902 28,393,984 33,420,926 Hopkintorr 32,148,026 37,567,756 33,331,354 37,242,744
Barnstable 59,744,823 83,743,593 25,157,200 51,519,250 Dudley 5,690,943 6,010,323 3,180,100 3,649,200 Hubbardston 4,079,161 5,294,651 3,655,356 3,793,656

Barre 3,593,192 4,869,460 2,671,600 3,320,400 Dunstable 5,726,390 6,883,197 4,641,485 4,952,337 Hudson 7,560,597 18,997,123 5,914,000 23,484,950

Becket 3,561,053 3,846,436 2,727,358 2,799,057 Duxbury 10,790,301 12,407,194 16,561,500 17,772,600 Hull 5,668,530 7,945,723 4,775,780 6,779,654
Bedford 9,004,578 20,046,833 9,657,100 14,761,400 E. Bridgewater 10,077,033 12,627,500 8,069,600 9,280,300 Huntington 1,261,048 1854,998 1,560,200 1,760,440
Belchertown 20,170,097 22,747,198 22,875,982 26,352,810 E. Brookfield 1,930,709 2,216,534 1,223,700 1264,804 lpswich 10,251,200 11,733,793 6,909,800 8,092,047

Bellingham 6,377,219 70,840,531 7,519,581 67,153,725 E. Longmeadow 17,573,780 24,374,392 19,040,660 31,645,796 Kingston 12,385,245 21,032,984 16,118,282 23,917,952

Belmont 7,521,924 13,310,907 8,916,963 14,013,780 Eastham 9,736,741 11,238,878 8,676.900 9,381,300 Lakeville 10,306,733 14,706,167 10,270,200 10,734,600

Berkley 11,221,600 12,165,900 12,701,300 14,237,400 Easthampton 5,852,443 8,795,719 9,092,628 12,385,556 Lancaster 2,239,399 5,894,406 600,408 2,385,791
Berlin 3,538,650 4,639,579 4,178,758 5,656,637 Easton 10,237,673 11,902,194. 13,175,307 14,286,567 Lanesborough 2,396,762 3,125,911 2,883,070 3,133,820
Bernardston

Beverly
1,125,063

22,421,646

1,424,533

27,532,813

1,188,780

29,488,115

1,442,580

34,130,353
Edgartown 10,916,667

Egremont 2,123,884

12,650,432

2,308,268

9,410,000

2,368,913

10,098,800

2,512,333

Lawrence

Lee

7,937,138

3,775,239

13,377,550
6,542,060

4,091,485

2,991,600

11,018,751

6,071,403

Billerica 18,952,289 30,887,324 25,471,473 35,347,769 Erving 852,765 1,038,559 702,094 752,046 Leicester 5,779,338 8,790,941 5,975,480 6,859,375
Blackstone 8.174,191 9,289,777 12,333,264 13,281,364 Essex 8,297,686 10,495,310 5,661,600 6,614,458 Lerrox 3,145,349 6,242,976 3,670,700 4,679,719
Blandford 788,115 998,144 393,234 615,560 Everett 4,403,398 26,915,005 3,129,094 31,173,528 Leominster 35,051,467 38,381,848 26,505,750 49,921,965
Bolton 6,535,800 8,588,927 8,340,930 11,527,710 Fairtraven 3,948,021 8,590,708 4,007,000 8,176,736 Leverett 1785,693 1,942,851 1,775,510 1,855,710

Boston 163,268,186 717,645,950 63,191,908 533,247,645 Fall River 20,975,333 34,978,617 22,808,200 31,869,700 Lexington 16,732,301 17,815,952 16,931,000 18,440,254

Bourne 9,646,386 16,346,426 8,251,647 14,472,068 Falmouth 37,993,814 43,955,584 40,271,715 48,358,270 Leyden 609,622 699,473 75,707 187,532

Boxborough 13,372,169 15,647,315 15,095,308 16,778,976 Fitchburg 6,129,271 11,134,363 8,648,373 14,497,391 Lincoln 8,838,483 10,879,587 11,008,050 12,474,327
Boxford 11,413,866 12,169,465 15,732,719 16,086,019 Florida 1,128,200 1,205,300 574,800 616,500 Littleton 8,598,144 10,930,894 10,689,266 11,120,823

Boylston 4,886,500 5,763,159 3,328,850 3,599,390 Foxborough 14,407,469 17,813,370 25,199,032 30,887,390 Longmeadow 9,164,918 10,748,969 6,723,000 7,569,881
Braintree 11,277,950 22,620,061 14,656,996 31,307,993 Framingham 12,954,875 35,132,697 18,744,200 56,551,057 Lowell 17,080,667 42,729,006 12,863,774 26,215,960

Brewster 12,278,233 15,327,833 10,389,900 12,725,436 Franklin 39,495,027 48,538,459 47,737,339 55,741,265 Ludlow 15,859,248 21,520,051 14,481,716 18,425,365

Bridgewater 21,986,200. 26,231,567 27,294,700 34,023,300 Freetown 5,303,867 8,468,052 4,353,800 7,548,600 Lunenburg 4,828,806 6,728,053 4,876,411 7,656,568
Brimfield 5,425,179 6,429,236 2,742,457 3,284,529 Gardner 3,955,563 6,013,517 5,392,700 6,090,100 Lynn 10,641,394 22,553,497 9,023,149 23,022,872
Brockton 7,995,511 26,150,620 2,474,842 18,247,165 Gay Head 3,320,500 3,626,528 2,718,700 2,752,500 Lynntield 8,708,139 9,569,865 6,072,253 6,581,112

Brookfield 2,118,007 2,804,273 1,667,521 2,206,309 Georgetown 9,042,507 11,098,201 9,250,900 11,399,502 MaIden 16,234,096 13,661,690 20,470,121 5,847,489

Brookline 35,334,314 47,081,420 24,899,920 43,554,720 Gill 522,300 960,097 293,600 342,293 Manchester 6,661,917 7,270,818 7,291,850 7,811,605

Buckland 863,092 1,147,148 903,075 1,309,645 Gloucester 26,076,702 30,836,553 19,739,911 24,490,420 Mansfield 30,325,122 35,704,067 31,468,300 33,707,300

Burlington 7,892,008 22,957,653 9,838,424
‘

25,895,500 Goshen 836,167 1,083,072 1,278,637 1,427,669 Marblehead 7,141,840 8,620,303 10,180,000 12,503,400

Cambridge 12,822,670 73,081,086 13,123,299 43,908,199 Gosnold 400,967 426,467 410,300 451,000 Marion 4,790,696 6,182,052 3,352,288 3,883,238
Canton .23,475,667 29,774,267 18,719,000 22,410,900 Grafton 6,278,931 7,714,402 6,884,815 8,220,315 Marlborough 23,572,233 44,681,562 25,538,700 59,224,790

Carlisle 7,873,812 9,352,008 13,455,896 13,842,220 Granby 5,085,919 6,291,439 4,800,405 5,003.896 Marshfield 20,281,717 22,176,636 29,650,000 31,330,877,
Carver 4,453,043 6,443,613 4,384,426 7,402,742 Granville 747,653 2,161,325 1,056,540 1,113,750 Mashpee 19,340,348 25,149,205 16,041,483 22,576,134

Charlemont 1,060,627 1,333,070 338,740 462,070 Gt. Barrington 5,016,382 7,723,117 4,096,300 5,749,013 Mattapoisett 5,724,798 7,835,415 4,217,493 8,930,534
Charlton 11,856,456 15,731,428 10,165,610 11,546,671 Greenfield 4,215,471 6,706,088 2,604,815 5,567,705 Maynard 7,551,463 12,464,479 7,530,529 9.499,239

Chatham 10,226,533 11,730,005 16,591,399 17,303,999 Groton 14,981,007 17,681643 17,387,918 17,920,123 Medfield 17,850,766 18,348,949 14,686,523 15,777-173

Chelmsford 14,259,343 16,916,967 18,965,574 19,563,447 Groveland 3,215,033 3,931,546 2,801,500 3,549,236 Medford 8,370,972 27,752,925 5,366,000 24,231,740
Chelsea 3,771,367 11,695,264 598,001 11,009,512 Hadley 4,611,979 9,526,313 5,215,400 11,965,000 Medway 15,831,711 19,378,526 17,216,541 22,459,527
Cheshire 2,040,461 2,187.862 1,711,394 1,744,194 Halifax 4,228,411 4,702,973 3,315,400 3,575,750 Melrose 4,455,201 7,628,775 2,226,800 2,995.977
Chester 1,271,660 1,349,596 926,100 1,058,378 Hamilton 1,707,148 2,299,250 1,173,294 1,726,812 Mendon 5,604,794 6,509,340 5,853,560 7,556,360

Chesterfield 929,013 1,225,465 1,139,200 1,566,166 Hampden 4,559,407 5,981.044 6.246,698 6,803,287 Merrimac 6,721.167 7,286,728 9,807,800 9,970,284
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Residential Total Residential Total

Three-Year Three-Year New Growth New Growth

Municipality Average Average FY94 FY94

Tyngsborough 11,900.481 14,473,037 8,913,500 9,910,080

Tyringham 970,131 2,173,214 723,780 3,436,937

Upton
-

11,765,133 13,772,733 12,772,800 14,847,000

Uxbridge 11718,203 14,119,249 11.685,285 13,324,160

Wakefield 10,732,067 17,893,440 11,245,400 13,337,926

Wales 2,031,745 2,736.625 426,730 1,038,509

Walpole 22,655,796 29,667,309 15,698,587 19,596,727

Waltham 16,322,810 88,039,819 16,447,800 52,552,978
Ware 5,484,208 6,112,820 2,831,800 4,224,436

Wareham 9,768,845 15,593,337 4.350,300 9,889,300

Warren 2,773,686 8,233,673 2,765,087 5,236,135
Warwick 791.215 902,466 1.079,544 1,279,690

Washington 535,533 555,029 218,200 249,500

Watertown 3,433,461 8,028,358 2,172,825 9,020.831

Wayland 12.616.220 13.810.590 10.825,607 13,701,038

Webster 6,875,267 8.662,409 7.687,102 9,538,292

Wellesley 25,394,284 27,080.274 27,043,992 28,625,722
Wellfleet 9,873,054 11,142.152 11,510,300 13,735,600
Wendell 862,132 1.104,487 870,340 1,079,397
Wenham 5,560,259 6,022,162 6,966563 7,883,576

W. Boylston 5,545,300 8,172.650 6,807,900 7.653,000

W. Bridgewater 4,194,367 9,110,233 2,731,300 11,329,500

W. Brookfield 1,394,772 1,997,820 1,366,300 1,539.095

W. Newbury 5,024.516 5,156,792 7,282,533 7.422,503

W. Springfield 10,963,401 33,533,589 5.937,700 12.272,856

W. Stockbridge 3,014.394 3,302.957 2,707,000 2,927,557

W. Tisbury 7.968,020 8,919.606 7,848,636 8,873,366

Westborough 19,489,205 30,347,942 26.980,200 34,627,860

Westfield 16,355.230 23,603.409 21,144,090 25,488.835

Westfocd 27,758,671 32,881,571 41,134,512 44,493.112

Westhampton 1,501,808 1,527,253 1.343,624 1,362,258

Westminster 5,441.815 14,281,200 5,480,728 21,901,233

Weston 14.814,395 16,087,606 20,195,000 20,684,600

Westport 9,187,551 12.043,755 5.025,363 9,362,763

Westwood 16,818,090 17,931,726 9,550,196 13,848,698

Weymouth 18,461,633 26,160.533 20,633,300 25,455,700

Whately 2,392,850 2,971,985 2,090,346 2,580,000

Whitman 6,855,133 8,472.663 4,746,765 6,609.107

Wilbraham 8,670,367 11,029,991 10,287.902 10.617,931

Williamsburg 1,694,184 1,808,315 1,081,434 1,215,407

Williamstown 3,639,333 5.959,667 3,294,000 8.033,000

Wilmington 21,890.912 36,082,813 24,315,362 42,404,878

Winchendon 6,429,324 7,228,567 7,023.773 7,786.501

Winchester 16,061.453 19,060.410 12,756,991 13,677,497

Windsor 1.015,282 1,187,682 880,147 1,082,247

Winthrop 1,284,123 2,085,732 2,507,568 3,692,440

Woburn 14,415,367 39,356,198 11,540.900 34,327,767

Worcester 29,404,238 86,328,850 20,716,100 95,894,200

Worthington 1,502,193 1.587,000 1.260,872 1,417.308

Wrentham 11,765,073 15,561,994 20,755,205 23,208,941

Yarmouth 18,194,163 34,706,358 10,153,300 19,084,153

State Total 3,412,312.252. 5,796,217,750 3.273,494.997 5,396.857.529
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Three-Year Three-Year
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FY94

Methuen 13.024,872 20,132.463

Middleborough 15,526.076 22,160.926
Middlofield 764,557 979,467
Middleton 7,561,513 12,166,263
Milford 12,979,766 46,116.898

13,866,908

13,218,100

823,800

12,643,602

10,540,298

15,636,228

14,463,044

884,579

15,467,349

62,439,574

Princeton 3.848,052
Provincetown 7,812,924

Ouincy 25,933,554

Randolph 5,984,073

Raynham 10,253,167

4,021,089

8,808,776
62,224,764

9,791,195

17,624,244

4,527,556

9,476,281

10,858,426

4.735,520

8,871,000

4,684,074

11,104,300

31.418,215

5,306,620

15,899,100

Millbury 6,469,700 9,012,875
Millis 3.239,478 4,664.893

Millville 3,266,817 3,606,853
Milton 7,732.245 8.853,964
Monroe 63,784 2,547,416

7,935,400

5,301.750

4,281,600

6,333,268

0

9,999,577

6,200,159

4,777,440

8,522,346

6,222,398

Reading 13,374,239
Rehoboth 12,353,533
Revere 9,996,322
Richmond 1,438,666
Rochester 5,437,730

15,715,757

14,949,755

17,001,316
2,969,253

7,432,273

15,546.800

13,252,600

3,903.360

521,209

6,283,400

18.625,700

17,504,465

5,927,501

3,897,983

7,767,752

Monson 6,802,482 9,348,888

Montague 3,784.767 8,083,535

Monterey 3,545,765 4,064,736

Montgomery 600,869 624,694
Mt. Washington 453,700 559,983

3,951,837

3,108,421

2,735.130

815,811

498.300

9,279,642

5,756,456

3,576,754

815,811

507,600

Rockland 12,631,600

Rockport 3,229,500
Rowe 628,267

Rowley 6,790,895

Royalston 808,110

15,435,467

4,532,663

4,948,368

8,481,716

930,316

14,550,700

4,162,100

1,008,147

7,154.145

636.484

18,828,100

6,142.810

12,964,035

10,945,673
727,033

Nahant 1,729,149 2,027,339
Nantucket 46,758,384 54,003,852
Natick 20,687,880 30,836.671
Needham 12,736,144 22,134,840
New Ashford 80,333 90,700

604,650

35,959,200

25,903,600

6,193,687

111,100

712,882

37,514,045

41,542,777

21,217.475

121,100

Russell 1,897,712

Rutland 8,514,711
Salem 6,604,633

Salisbury 5,077,849

Sandisfield 1,411,390

1,946,284

9,184,921

20,642,300
7.910.006

1,724,030

1,816,636

7,251,800

8,645,100
5,954,590

2,346,551

1,860,236

7,681 S00

34,626,900

7,179,436
2,643,218

New Bedford 10,926,966 39,676,360
New Braintree 966,667 1,022,867
New Marlborough3,623,882 4,101,025
New Salem 1,536,483 1,699,786

Newbury 4,470,028 7,348,776

16,923,493

1,155,300

4,665.050

1,310,979

7,292,750

37,557,624

1,159,600
5,016,470

1,706,698

7,617,208

Sandwich 27,989,170

Saugus 9,470,339

Savoy 840,300

Scituate 10,942,133
Seekonk 7,790,100

34,091,267

37,347,752

898,866
11,914,022

20,869,667

23.396.615

10,066,223
1,140,600

13,412.000

8,871,400

27,160,200

13,569.496

1,232,306

14,963,000
30,608,000

Newburyport 12,882,115 17,468,485
Newton 43,581,748 77,661,912
Norfolk 10.382,078 11,799,670
N. Adams 2,848,236 4,848,456

N. Andover 22.223,373 26,190,710

N. Attleborough 11,185,472 19,352,061
N. Brookfield 1,566,889 2.332,366
N. Reading 23,700,904 38,143,713

Northampton 11,810,637 16,409.367

Northborough 14,615,751 19,012,329

10,473,500

39,799,586

13,559,216

4,855.022

30,410,162

9.959,400

1,795,725
26,946,000

7,202,120

22,304.600

13.581,300

68,355,972

14,597,258
8,575,537

38.376,511

13,837,585

2,541,342
28,896,500

10,692,130

24,888.260

Sharon 17,088,418
Sheffield 5,189,764
Shelburne 1,498,746
Sherborn 5,224,106

Shirley 5,342,618

Shrewsbury 34,533,517

Shutesbury 1,922,264
Somerset 17,936,658
Somerville 3.999,851
South Hadley 10,853,333

20,849,582

6,920,080

1,811,541

7,609,478

6,639,468 .

39,538,922

2,135,837

41,114,446

11,721,802

15.211,266

19,830,450

4,406,963

1,059,600

9,031,635

6,716,040

46,741,155

1,690,555

12,598,103

4,906,100

11,233.700

22,458,671

6,517,720

1,155,368

9,726,406

7,968,546

49,230,424

2.003,554

60,293,537

17,872,400

15,924,300

Northbridge 6.745,385 9,441,620
Northfield 2,032,013 2,492,777
Norton 17,512,167 21,958,300
Norwell 9,865,567 11,432,467
Norwood 5,933,967 9,064,233

Oak Bluffs 10,574,374 13,572,361
Oakham 1,439,129 1,602,396

Orange 2,691,399 3,080,348
Orleans 8.970,867 11,501.094
Otis 2,834,256 3,311,918

8.225,300

1,348,020

18,261.400

11,012,400

0

8,312,100

1,586,700

1,662,152

9,751,393

3,093.900

9,948,660

1,716,530

20,337,300

13,813,400

0

10,195.462

1,710,900

2,462.020

12,536.192

3.893,124

Southampton 5.156,692

Southborough 11,677,067

Southbridge 7,998,544
Southwick 8.493.393

Spencer 6.338,749

Springfield 15,567,912

Sterling 7,386.708

Stockbridge 3,371,337
Stoneham 5,034,843

Stoughton 12,987,100

5,969.765

16,224,776

5.911,556

11,777,875

8,614.666

35,284,065

9,998,464

4.381,429

10,480,701

22,737,895

5.000,514

17,974,500

13,810,733

10.136,296

6,317,048

6,644,486

9,180,800

3,830,670

5,954,170

9,683.800

6,768,415

25,544.798

4,111,867

11,533,103

7,589,623

18,890.983

9,273.300

5,210,956

12,375,082

12,948,670

Oxford 7,669,200 11,938,233
Palmer 7,008,882 10,254,416
Paxton 3,394.200 . 3,923,047

Peabody 19,023,117 26,858.701
Pelham 671,710 836,501

5,616,100

5,415,136

2,671.300

15,918,108

597,500

8,176,300

7,218,583

2,762,460

24,192,078

1,083,972

Stow 5,787,263

Sturbridge 4,642,200

Sudbury 22,097,100
Sunderland 2,521,160
Sutton 7,168,215

6.651,555
6,463,093

23,493,833

2,892.847

9,791,547

8,064,222

5,497,000

32.433,500

1,662,342

5.937,690

8,693,853

6,526,000

33,255,200

2,031,432

9,439,153

Pembroke 15,659,839. 17.929,167

Pepperell 5.835,596
-

6,571,989
Peru 750,365 790,632
Petersham 1,102,686 1,130,236

Phillipston 1,975,509 2.118,138

16,976,687

5.666,265

644,694

2,396,694

1,217,570

19,281,471

6,252,609

709,817

2,435,644

1,445,656

Swampscott 4,736,488
Swansea 8.405,305
Taunton 28,701.892

Templeton 6,290,812

Tewksbury 22,004,729

8,352,251
12,514.815

54,185,026
6.902,567

35,121,761

4,015.110

9.220,640

30,705,181

4,175,700

17,714.418

11.650,330

11,140,336

43,457,350

4,803,140

30,387,751

Pittsfield 7,835.863
.

19,204,516
Plainfield 587,371 694,957
Plainville 4,726.733 5,997,867

Plymouth 25,824,797 66.159,355

Plympton 2,402,260 3,838,222

‘

6,994,469

283,718

5,157,000

22,884,092

2,984,400

9,885,280
484,046

6,272,900

50.128,881

3,512,457

Tisbury 12,686.213
Tolland 810,816

Topstield 4,794,700
Townsend 5,427,884

Truro 6,154.714

18,442,543

1,390,996

5,742,059

6,908,059

8,331,777

5,254,831

672,400

7,291,000

5,396,004

6,404,100
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New Growth, FY92—FY94

continued from page three

again to $3,273,494,997. The total new

growth held steady. In FY92, it was

$6,454,926,347, in FY93, $5,536,869,373

and in FY94 it was $5,396,857,529.

Table 1 shows the three-year residen

tial and total new growth average as

compared to FY94 for each city and

town.

The data presented in Figure 1 and

Table 1 correspond with other residen

tial growth indicators developed out

side the Division of Local Services. For

example, the Federal Reserve Bank of

Boston’s New England Economic Indi

cators (8/94) indicates that residential

construction contracts in New England
as of June 1994 are up 8.7% from the

same month in the previous year. An

other indicator of residential growth is

the number of residential building per

mits granted. Banker & Tradesman

(9/14/94) published data from the

Home Builders Association of Mass

achusetts that show total residential

building permits up 6% from the same

time in the previous year. While resi

dential new construction is only a por

tion of the residential new growth total

used in this analysis of Massachusetts,

the upward trends in both construction

contracts and building permits show

the same general pattern, i.e., that res

idential new growth is rising.

Population Density as a

Factor in Comparing New
Growth Across

Communities

A comparison of FY92-94 residential

mUnities divided by population density

yields some interesting results. As

would be expected, the larger commu
nities (those with a population above

2,000 per square mile) had the largest
total dollar amount of new growth.
However, when the residential new

growth total was calculated as a per

cent of total residential value, the

smaller communities had a larger per

centage of residential new growth

compared to their total residential

value. Table 2 shows that in the least

dense communities (those with fewer

than 200 people per square mile)

nearly 2% of total residential value is

attributable to residential new growth.
On the other hand, the more dense

communities had less than 1% of their

residential new growth as a percent of

total residential value.

Figure 2 (map) demonstrates the re

gional pattern of residential new

growth as a percentage of total resi

dential value. By examining new

growth in this manner, we are able to

segregate those communities with

high new residential growth anda high
total residential value from those with a

high new residential growth and com

paratively lower total residential value.

Those communities in black demon

strate the latter, i.e. their percentage of

residential new growth was above

2.5% of their communities’ total resi

dential value. Interestingly enough,
these communities are fairly evenly

dispersed throughout the state. Note

that this map used a three-year new

residential growth average as a per

cent of the total residential valUe; there

fore, all communities demonstrated

new growth during this time-period. ~

Figure 1

Trends in New Growth, FY92—FY94

Residential

~ Total

10

9

8

7

4

3

2

0

Table 2

Residential New Growth

as Percent of Total

Residential Value

Number RNG % of

in Group Total Resid.

Value

(

51

44

Population

above 2000 per sq mile

between 2,000-1000

per sq mile

between 1.000-500

per sq mile

between 500-200

per sq mile

less than 200 per sq mile

1.31%

70 1.56%

84

10~

1.74%

1.75%

new growth among categories of corn-
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DLS UPDATE
Sewer Rate

Relief Fund
FY95 Changes
This fall the Division of Local Services

is again administering sewer rate relief

under expanded funding and eligibility
as authorized in the FY95 state bud

get. The Sewer Rate Relief Fund was

established in 1993 by Sec. 2Z of Oh.

29 of the Massachusetts General Laws

to provide relief from increases in

sewer rates. The appropriation for the

fund in FY95 has been increased to

$40 million, up from $30 million in FY94.

Assistance for qualifying projects is up

to 20% of the eligible principal and in

terest in the current fiscal year.

Eligibility for the program has been ex

panded in several ways. First, the date

of issue for debt on which the principal
and interest payments are eligible for

assistance begins January 1,1991, a

year earlier than the date governing
aid last year. Second, projects fi

nanced through the Massachusetts

Water Pollution Abatement Trust

(MWPAT), not eligible for assistance

last year, will now be eligible if the debt

issues are estimated to exceed $50

million as of June 30, 1995. It is ex

pected that this provision will increase

the available funds to the 43 communi

ties in the Massachusetts Water Re

sources Authority (MWRA) sewer serv

ice area, the six communities in the

South Essex Sewerage District, and

the City of New Bedford. Finally, the

legislation also specifies that $500,000

of the funds provided to the MWRA will

be directed to the three towns with the

lowest percentage of district house

holds connected to the district sewer

age system.

On July 15, 1994 the Division of Local

Services mailed a Bulletin to mayors,

city managers, selectmen, treasurers,

city auditors, town accountants and

appropriate officials of sewer districts

and authorities, summarizing the FY95

procedures and eligibility requirements
for the rate relief fund. Local Services

is currently reviewing applications in

consultation with the Department of

Environmental Protection. To ensure

that all applications are considered

fully and fairly, additional information

will be requested when necessary.

The impact of this fund is directly re

flected in lower sewer rates. In the

MWRA area last year, projected FY94

assessment increases of 13% were re

duced to 4.5%. This year the MWRA

announced that there would be no in

creases to assessments for its 43

member communities in FY95. Other

communities receiving aid will also

demonstrate lowered rates as a result

of the program. The first group of FY95

Sewer Rate Relief Fund awards will be

announced in October 1994. U

Wareham Project
Ends
In March of 1994 the Commissioner of

Revenue exercised his statutory au

thority under M.G.L. Oh. 58 in assum

ing responsibility for assessing in the

town of Wareham. This was the first

time in ten years that this authority was
invoked. The action, taken in response

to a unanimous vote by the Wareham

Board of Selectmen, was prompted by
a series of problems in the assessors’

office, culminating in the town’s inability
to set a tax rate for FY94 due to errors

and inconsistencies in its value and

levy information.

Ch. 58 authorizes the Commissioner to

contract with a vendor to bring prop

erty values in line with accepted stan

dards. As a part of the Wareham pro

ject, DOR selected a vendor to

conduct a data quality study, correct

valuation errors and adjust valuation

schedules. The consultant’s services

were charged to the town through

Cherry Sheet deductions. DOR acted

as contract manager and project su

pervisor, in addition to providing key
technical expertise and assistance

where appropriate. Other elements of

the project included trainin~ of assess

ing personnel, bi-weekly status meet

ings with selectmen and other local of

ficials, and an extensive public
disclosure period before the new val

ues were finalized.

Several months of active involvement

by DOR ended on September 20 with

the presentation of a final report and

recommendations to the Board of Se

lectmen. The report details the steps
taken to rectify problems in the FY94

values and tax rate information, data

quality, assessment administration pro

ced ures and taxpayer confidence.

While the project was underway, the

voters in Wareham received legislative
approval to change the structure of the

assessing office. The restructuring in

cludes creation of an appointed Direc

tor of Assessing. Although the Com

missioner’s statutory authority has

concluded, the Division will continue to

work with the newly-constituted as

sessing office to continue the progress

made during thisproject.•
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Municipal Fiscal Calendar
Data Bank Highlight

continued from page two

November 1

Taxpayer: Semi-annual Tax Bills — Deadline for 1st Payment

According to M.G.L. Oh. 59, Sec. 57, this is the deadline for the 1st half semi-an

nual tax bills or preliminary notices without interest, unless bills were mailed after

October 1, in which case they are due 30 days after mailing.

Taxpayer: Quarterly Tax Biils — Deadline of 2nd Quarterly Tax Bill Without Interest

Treasurer: Deadline for Payment of 1st Half County Tax

November 15

Treasurer: First Quarter Reconciliation of Cash (Due 45 Days After End of Quarter)
A reconciliation is the process of comparihg the Treasurer’s accounts to the Ac

countant’s ledger balance to determine if they are consistent, and for the officials

to make any necessary corrections. ,When the reconciliation is complete, .the Ac

countant should indicate agreement with the Treasurer’s balances. Reconcilia

tions are required every quarter by DOR, but the city or town should reconcile

monthly for its own purposes. The city or town may also use these reports to

monitor cash practices of the Treasurer’s office. If the Accountant and Treasurer

are not consistently reconciling cash accounts, or if the reconciliations indi.cate

variances, the Mayor or Selectmen should inquire as to the reasons.

November 30

Selectmen: Review Budgets Submitted by Department Heads

This date will vary depending on dates of town meeting.

The Municipal Data Bahk is a clearing
house for a wide variety of Massachu

setts municipal financial and socio

economic data. A descriptive brochure

is available. Profiles, comparison or

trend reports can be obtained by callThg
John Sanguinet at 617-727-2300 x4 76;

fax 617-727-6432; mailing address

below The Data Bank’s On-Line Ac

cess System allows for automated

transfer of data files. Its new modem

menu also allows on-screen display of

individual community profiles and

trend analyses. If you have access to a

computer and a modem, call Burt

Lewis at 617-727-2300 x480 to view this

new menu. •

Cu~& TOWN Editorial Board

Managing Editor: Sharyn Adelman

Bureau of Accounts: Judy Luca

Technical Assistance: Frederick Kingsley
Executive Bureau: Marilyn Browne

Local Aid: Kay Meinel

Property Tax Bureau: Harry Grossman

Bureau of Local Assessment: Gary McCabe

Western Regional Office: John McAuliffe

Municipal Data Bank: John Sanguinet
Division Contributors: James Crowley Roger

Hatch, James Johnson and Bruce Stanford
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William F. Weld

Argeo Paul Cellucci

Lieutenant Governor

James J. Kerasiotes

Secretary November 14, 1994

Norman Lake, Chairman

Board of Selectmen

Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01432

Dear Mr. Lake:

On Thursday, November 17, 1994, the Commonwealth ofMassachusetts, through The Executive

Office of Transportation and Construction (EOTC), will host a Public Forum at the Lawrence

Public Library. The Commonwealth recently completed the Disparity Study Project, which

concluded that sufficient evidence of discrimination exists to justify the implementation of

Minority, Women Business Enterprise (M/WBE) programs. The Commonwealth is now

engaged in the process of securing public input on specific components to consider in developing
a new M/WBE program.

You and you constituents are encouraged to attend this event and to participate in this

opportunity to help shape public policy. Enclosed is a public notice on the Forums, which will

be held in various cities and towns across the Commonwealth through December, 1994.

Guidelines for public comment are also included, to assist those individuals presenting testimony
in maximizing their time allotments and preparing appropriate comments. Please feel free to

distribute these documents as necessary.

If you have any questions, or would like more information regarding the Disparity Study Project
in general, please feel free to contact the EOTC Civil Rights Officer, Lorenzo G. Parra, at (617)
973-7047. We look forward to meeting you and your constituents at this event.

cerely, ,9 J
~_1Iv/~ ,~‘ ,u444f?7:;~-
/ James J/kerasiotes

Secretafy

Governor

Telephone (617) 973-7000 TDD (617) 973-7306 Telefax (617) 523-6454
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSEITS

Executive Office of Transpoi~ation and Construction

PUBLIC NOTICE

For Immediate Release: October 24, 1994

Contact: Lorenzo G. Parra, Civil Rights Officer (617) 973-7047

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts recently completed the Disparity Study Project, which

concluded that sufficient evidence of discrimination exists to justify implementation of
programsfor minority and women business enteiprises. The Commonwealth is now engaged
in the process ofsoliciting public input on specific components to consider in developing a new
MIWBE program.

Eight Public Forums have been scheduled throughout the Commonwealth through November

and December. Persons are invited to pa#icipate by providing written position statements or

appearing before designated hearing panels. There is no limit on the length of written

comments. Spoken comments will be limited to five minutes per entity. Persons interested in

providing comments can contact the Civil Rights Office at the Executive Office of
Transpon~ation and Construction at 973-7005.

The Commonwealth is considering development ofa comprehensive MIWBEprogram that will

complement any goal-based initiative with appropriate elements to enhance program

administration and the development needs of impacted firms.

SCHEDULE OF PUBLIC FORUMS

6p.m. to 9p.m.

November 10; Bridgewater State College November 15; Worcestei~ Clark University
Maxwell Library Lecture Hall Tilton Hall; Main and Maywood Streets

Shuttle Parking; Swenson Field, Route 104

November 17; Lawrence Public Library November 22; Spiing/leJd City Hall

51 Lawrence Street Room 218, 36 CouiY Street

November 29; New Bedford City Hall December 1; Pittsfield City Hall

Council Chambers, 133 William Street Chambers of City Council, 70 Allen Street

December 7; Barnstable Town Hall December 8; Boston; State Transpoi~ation Building
Selectmen’s Chambers, 367 Main Street Conference Room 1,2,3; Ten Park Plaza

COMMENT IS REQUESTED ON THE FOLLOWING PROGRAM COMPONENTS

Goal Setting Approaches Techncial Assistance and Business Development
Enforcement, Monitoring, RepoMing Procurement Procedures

Program Regulations and Administration Race and Gender Neutral Programs
Other General Comments



GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Persons seeking to provide public comment should consider and include but not limit their

recommendations to the following components and relevant issues. Persons are also asked to

refer to the recommendations issued in thefinal chapter ofthe Disparity Study Report to assist

in formulating specjfic comments on these components. Copies of the Executive Summary of
the report can be obtainedfrom the Executive Office of Transportation and Construction, by
calling 973-7005.

Goal Setting Approaches and Methodology
Contracting Categories to be Covered

Protected Class Designations
Geographic Scope of Goals
Duration of Goal Program
Mechanisms to Assess Goal Attainment

Factors to Consider in Goal Development

Technical Assistance and Business Development
Access to Capital, Credit, Bonding
Business Management, Marketing, and Long Range Planning
JoInt Venture and Mentonng Pi’vgiums
Enhancing Capacity and Expansion of Commercial Functions

Enforcement, Monitoring, and Reporting Requirements
Scope and Application of Compliance Reviews and Audits

SpecWc Sanctioning Mechanisms for Fraud and Abuse

Information Necessary to Monitor Compliance
Thneliness and Scope of Reporting Requirements
Prompt Payment Mechanisms

Procurement Procedures

Outreach, Project Notification, Bidding, and Award Designation Process

Bid Evaluations, Good Faith Efforts, and Change Order Process

Size of Contracts, Prequalification and Bonding Requirements

Program Regulations and Pivgium Administration

State Agencies and Authorities; Resources, Capacity and Qualifications
Prequahfication, Insurance, Bonding, Licensing, Industry Standards

Certification; Criteria, Procedures, and Reciprocity

Race and Gender Neutral Programs
Mechanisms to Enhance MIWBE Participation
Program Outreach and Data Collection

Other General Comments
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Massachusetts Department of Revenue

Division of Local

Informational

Services

Guideline

Property Tax Bureau

Informational Guideline Release No. 94-201

February 1994

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTiONS TO PROMOTE ECONOMiC DEVELOPMENT

Chapter 19, SS. 4, 12 and 14 and Chapter 110, S. 104 of the Acts of 1993

(Adding G.L. Ch. 23A, S. 3E, Ch. 40, S. 59 and Ch. 59, S. 5 Cl. 51)

This Informational Guideline Release informs local

officials about recent legislation allowing cities and towns_to

provide property tax incentives to businesses that build or

expand within areas designated for economic, development.

Topical Index Key

Exemptions

Distribution

Assessors

Selectmen/Mayors
City/Town Councils

City/Town ManagerslExec. Secys.
City SolictorsfTown Counsels

The Division ofLocal Scsvicc.s is responsible for oversight ofand assistance to cities and towns in achieving equitablc property taxation

and efficient fiscal ma/zagemenS
- --

ilie Division regularlypublishes !GJ?s (Informational Guiddijie Re/cases detailing legal and athninisti-a:ivc procedures) and the Bulletin

(announcc,nents and useful inforzriation) for local officials and others interested in nuLnicipal fin ance.

Deputy Conzmi&sioner Re!
Leslie,4. Kirwan

Division of Local SeMces, P0 Box 9655. Boston, MA 02114 - 9655 (617) 727-2300



Informational Guideline Release No. 94-201

February 1994

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Chapter 19, SS. 4, 12 and 14 and Chapter 110, S. 104 of the Acts of 1993

(Adding G.L. Ch. 23A, S. 3E, Ch. 40, S. 59 and Ch. 59, S. 5 Cl. 51)

SUMMARY

This legislation establishes two new local property tax

exemptions intended to function as incentives for economic

development. A municipality may grant either exemption to a

business in conjunction with a comprehensive plan for the

development of economically distressed areas proposed by the

community and approved by the newly created Economic Assistance

Coordinating Council (EACC). Economically distressed areas are

referred to in the legislation as economic target areas (ETA5);
those parts of an ETA that are suitable for commercial or

industrial development can be designated as economic

opportunity areas (EOAs).. Real estate projects within an EOA

are eligible for the exemptions, but only one of the exemptions
can be granted to any particular parcel.

~The first type of exemption authorized is called a special
tax assessment and is contained in General Laws Ch. 23A §3E.
It provides a four—year declining exemption equal to 100% of a

parcel’s value in the first year, 75% of its value in the

second year, 50% in the third year and 25% in the fourth and

final year.

The statutory framework for the other new exemption — the

so—called tax increment financing or TIF exemption — is set out

in G.L. Ch. 59 S5 Clause 51 and in G.L. Ch. 40 §59. The TIF

exemption is an exemption of a percentage of the increase in a

parcel’s value over its base value in the year before the

exemption was granted. The exemption can last for up to twenty
years, and the percentage of the increased value that will be

exempt can be up to 100%. Both the duration of the exemption
and the percentage of increased value that will be exempt are

fixed by the municipal vote that adopts the TIF plan. There is

an adjustment to a parcel’s base value to insure that the

.~exeinptthn applies only to increases in a parcel’s value that
• exceed the ordinary inflationary increases in the value of

“othf.r.. c.omraexcial and industrial property in the community. TIF

exemptions ‘may-be anthnri~ed for parcels in TIF zones within an

EOA or within an area designated by the Secretary of Economic

Affairs -as ‘presenting exceptional opportunities for increased

PROPERTY TAX BUREAU HARRY M. GROSSMAN, CHIEF
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economic development. Personal property situated on a parcel
receiving a TIF exemption will also be exempt. Communities may
also grant parcels receiving TIF exemptions whole or partial
exemptions from betterments or special assessments’.

Detailed regulations have been issued by the Executive

Office Of Communities and Development (EOCD) (751 Code of

Nassachusetts Regulations (CuR) 11.00) and the EACC (402 CMR

2.00) governing the application process for the designation of

ETAs and EOAs, and for the approval of real estate projects
eligible for either of the new exemptions.

GUIDELINES

A. Adoption of Exemption

1. Adoption Procedure

The new exemptions must be adopted by a vote of the town

meeting, town council or city council with the mayor’s
approval where required. As noted above, no parcel can

receive both the special tax assessment and the TIF

exemption. Therefore, the vote must specify which

exemption will be applicable for each parcel.

In the case of the TIF exemption, the vote must identify
each parcel that will be receiving the exemption, specify
how long the exemption will last, which cannot be more

than twenty years, and specify an exemption percentage for

each year that the exemption will be in effect, which

cannot be greater than 100%.

The vote that provides for TIF exemptions may also

establish a maximum percentage of the cost of public
improvements constructed in conjunction with the

development of the TIF zone that may be recovered from

TIF—eligible parcels through betterments and special
assessments. These public improvements must be

incorporated in the plan for the development of the TIF

zone.

2. Taxpayer Agreement

The owner of each parcel that will receive a TIF exemption
must enter into an agreement ‘with the city or town setting
out the terms of the TIF exemption applicable to the

parcel, and the responsibilities and undertakings of the

parties with respect to the development and use of the

parcel. The agreement’ must also contain a provision that

it will be binding upon subsequent owners of the property.
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3. TIF Zone Revocation

A ttuanicipality may revoke the designation of an area as a

TIF zone at any time. After a revocation, no additional

TIF exemptions may be granted in the TIF zone, but the

extent and duration of existing TIF exemptions will be

unaffected by the revocation of the TIF zone.

B. Exemption Administration

1. Real Estate Valuation and Assessment

For both the special tax assessment and the TIF exemption,
the tax committed should be based upon the value of the

parcel after allowing for the exemption, rather than upon
the parcel’s full and fair cash value. This meant that

there should not ordinarily be an abatement or charge
against the overlay account because of these exemptions.
It also means that the value after exemption will be used

in calculating the levy class percentages under G.L. Ch.

40 §56 and the minimum residential factor under G.L. Ch.

58 §1A.

2. Personal Property Exemption

Personal property situated at a parcel receiving a TIF

exemption is entirely exempt. The exemption does not

depend on the nature of the personalty’s owner, whether it

be an individual, partnership, domestic business

corporation, manufacturing corporation, etc.

3. Ownership Changes

A change in the ownership of a parcel receiving a TIF

exemption will not disqualify the parcel from receiving
the exemption.

4. Abatements

Abatements for overvaluation are subject to the same

deadlines and governed by the same rules that apply to

other parcels.

• 5. Recordkeeping

The Board of Assessors should maintain a copy of the

vote establishing the TIF or special tax assessment

exemptions and — in the case of TIF exemptions — a table
of the inflation factors and exemption percentages for

each fiscal year that the TIF exemption has been in

effect. -
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C. Calculation of the Exemption

1. Special Assessment

The calculation of the special tax assessment is

straightforward. The assessors simply determine the full

and fair cash value of the parcel in accordance with

normal assessment standards, and then reduce the value by
100%, 75%, 50% or 25%, depending on whether the parcel is~
in its first, second, third or fourth year of eligibility.

2. Tax Increment Financing

The calculation for the TIF exemption is more complex.
The assessors start with a base value for the parcel,
which is its assessed valuation in the last fiscai. year
before the parcel became eligible for the TIF exemption.
This base value is then multiplied by an adjustment
factor, which is the product of the inflation factors for

all the years the TIP exemption has been in effect for the

parcel.

Each year’s inflation factor is a fraction. The numerator

of the fraction is the current fiscal year’s total

assessed value of all commercial and industrial parcels in

the municipality that are being assessed at full and fair

cash value (that is, TIF parcels are not included in the

numerator), minus the part of that ye~F~s Proposition 2½
tax base growth adjustment that is attributable to

commercial and industrial real estate. The denominator of

the fraction is the prior fiscal year’s assessed value of

the parcels that were included in the numerator. If the

fraction is less than one, then the inflation factor for

that fiscal year is one.

After the base value of the property — its assessed value
in the last fiscal year before the TIF exemption became
effective — is multiplied by the inflation factors for all

the years of the exemption up to and including the current

fiscal year, the result of that calculation is subtracted

from the current. year’s full and fair cash value. That

difference is then multiplied by the TIF exemption
percentage for that fiscal year to arrive at the amount of

the exemption for the current fiscal year.

The assezsed value should be the full and fair cash value

minus the exemption amount; if the exemption percentage is

100%, the assessed value will simply be the base value

multiplied by all the inflation factors.
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EXANPLE

In FY95 a parcel’s assessed value is $100,000. A TIF

plan is adopted by the municipality granting the

parcel a 50% TIF exemption for twenty years, starting
in FY96. In FY96, there are 10 non—TIF eligible
parcels of commercial and industrial land in the

community with a total valuation of $11,000,000. In

FY95 those same 10 parcels had a total valuation of

$10,000,000. In FY96 the community has a $800,000 tax

base growth increase in its levy limit approved in

accordance with G.L. Ch. 59 S21C(f); $500,000 of the

new growth is attributable to the commercial and

industrial classes. The inflation factor for FY96 is

therefore:

$11,000,000 (FY96 value) — $500,000 (FY96 com./ind. new growth
$10,000,000 (FY95 value of parcels included in the numerator)

or $10,500,000 = 1.05 FY96 inflation factor

$10,000,000

A small manufacturing plant is built on the TIF parcel,
increasing its market value for FY96 to $2,000,000. Its

assessed value for FY96, after allowing for the TIF

exemption, is determined as follows:

($2,000,000 — $l00,00D x 1.05) X .5 = $947,500

FY96 market base FY96 exemption FY96

value value inflation % exemption
factor amount

The FY96 assessed value is $2,000,000 — $947,500 = $1,052,500

For FY97, the market value of the TIF parcel has risen to

$2,100,000, and the inflation factor for FY97 is 1.04. Its

FY97 assessed vali~ation is:

($2,100,000 — $100.DO0 X 1.05 X I.OU X .5 = $995,400.

FY97 market base TY~6 FY97 exemption FY97

value value inflation % exemption
factors amount

The FY97 assessed value is $2,100,000 — $995,400 = $1,104,600
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D. Calculation of Tax Base Growth

Increases in the value of a parcel receiving a special tax

assessment or TIF exemption during the exemption period
will be treated as tax base growth for the levy limit

calculation under G.L. Ch. 59 S21C(f) in the year or years
when the increased value first becomes taxable.

Specific instructions for calculating and reporting growth
for parcels receiving these exemptions will be included in

future guidelines on tax base growth.



SELECTMEN’ S MEETING 7~
OCTOBER 25, 1994

The Board of Selectmen held its regular meeting. on

Tuesday, October 25, 1994 at 7:30 P.M. Present were Norman

Lake, William Mullin, Nancy Tavernier, Wayne Friedrichs, Town

Manager Johnson, and Assistant Town Manager John Murray.

CITIZENS’ CONCERNS

None Expressed. Don urged citizens to take a copy of the

“red book” (ballot questions) to the polls. He noted that

questions on the ballot would appear as yes and no with no

brief summaries included. Bringing the “red book” will

eliminate confusion.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND APPOINTMENTS

BOSTON EDISON

Main Street

WILLIAM MULLIN - Move to approve. NANCY TAVERNIER -

Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

CONSENT AGENDA

NANCY TAVERNIER - Move to approve consent calendar as

printed.
F. DORE’ HUNTER - Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

SELECTMEN’ S BUSINESS

EAGLE SCOUT HONOR - For Brian Groose. NANCY TAVERNIER to

represent Board.

RT 2 ADVISORY COMMITTEE - A statement of purpose and

agreement has been presented to the Board for signature in

regards to the Route 2 Corridor Advisory Committee’s Mission.

Dore’ stated that this document has been drawn up from

numerous summer meetings. Nancy questioned *6 of the document

which states that the three towns will not support additional

travel lanes on the mainline of Route 2. Wayne assured Nancy.
that this would not restrict future slip lanes. F. DORE’

HUNTER - Move to authorize the chairman to sign the statement

of purpose and agreement. NANCY TAVERNIER - Second.

UNANIMOUS VOTE.

-1-



PUBLIC HEARINGS AND APPOINTMENTS

(CON’T)

CONTINUED HEARING FROM OCTOBER 11, 1994 SITE PLAN

#8/25/94-346 - DISINFECTION FACILITY BEHIND 339 NAGOG HILL

ROAD - Chief Bob Craig presented the Board with a letter

voicing his concerns regarding the lock box. Modifications

were made to 1.8 and 2.3. WAYNE FRIEDRICHS - Move to approve
Site Plan #8/25/94-346. NANCY TAVERNIER - Second. UNANIMOUS

VOTE.

SELECTMEN’S BUSINESS

(CON’T)

CHAPTER 61A - GREEN PROPERTY - Linda Quigley, 281 Pope
Road, stated to the Board that a neighborhood group was

forming to look into the possibility of helping the Town come

up with a plan to purchase the land. The abutters would also

like some time to research this land to see what effects this

development will have on the surrounding lands. The Board

discussed the time frame which the Town has for first right of

refusal and stated that we have 120 days to have a bona fide

purchase and sale agreement. The Board could allow the

abutters 30 days or so and bring this back for a hearing on

November 22, 1994. NANCY TAVERNIER - Move to take no action

on this tonight and to set a new hearing date of November 22,
1994. WILLIAM MULLIN - Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

TOWN MANAGER’ S CONCERNS

ACTON 2001 - Don stated to the Board that there would be

an information swap regarding Acton 2001 tomorrow night at the

ABRJS

at 7:00 P.M.

Don stated that budget retreats would be starting up and

he hopes a budget will be presented to the Board within a

couple of weeks.

Don also updated the Board on the South Acton bridge. He

stated that Mass Highway was seeking letters of support.

Don stated that the Kelley’s Corner Plan was seeking
funds left over from the Middlesex Bank court settlement gift.
This money will be added to the $30,000 grant in order to

provide a traffic study for the Kelley’s Corner Plan. Roland

has stated that money we have available should be advertised

in the R.F.P. NANCY TAVERNIER - Move to authorize the use of

the Middlesex Savings Bank gift of $9,150 to be used for the

Kelley’s Corner Plan. DORE’ HUNTER - Second. Vote was 4-1

with William Mullin voting no.

-2-



The Board adjourned at 8:40 P.M.

Clerk

Date

Sheryl A. Ball

Recording Secty.
sabWll- (555)
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SELECT~N’S ~ETING

NOVEMBER 8, 1994

The Board of Selectmen held its regular meeting on Tuesday, November

1994 at 8:00 P.M. Present were Norman Lake, William Mullin, Nancy
Tavernier, F. Dore’ Hunter, Wayne Friedrichs, Town Manager Johnson, and

Assistant Town Manager John Murray.
{ Representatives from cable were present}

CITIZENS’ CONCERNS

None Expressed

Mrs. Tavernier expressed her thanks to the MBTA for the cooperation
and their compliance with the DPtJ’s order to stop whistling in Acton.

The neighborhood is elated by the silence this affords them.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND APPOINTMENTS

BOSTON GAS

Powdermill Road

DORE’ HUNTER - Moved to approve with staff conditions. NANCY

TAVERNIER - Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE

CLASSIFICATION HEARING

Chairman Lake announced that the Town had not yet received DOR

preliminary approval as of today at 5:00. There will be no vote taken

tonight. Testimony will be heard and the hearing will be continued to

November 22, 1994 at a time to be determined later in the evening for the

Board to take their yearly formal vote on Classification.

Brian McMullen, Assistant Assessor made a brief presentation on

behalf of the Board of Assessors regarding Commercial and Industrial

properties and their various assessment and valuation trends.

John Murray also made a presentation regarding the Residential

factors and assessments and the effects upon the tax rate.

Jean English, Nagog Woods resident spoke about the need to lower

taxes, especially for those elderly and families on fixed incomes. She..

further asked about how an assessments was determined. Mr. McMullin

explained the various factors that go into the valuation of property.
Mr. Lake noted that he had lived in Acton for over 25 years and his

property taxes have never decreased, he doubted that they would in the

future.

Charlie Kadlec, resident spoke against classification for all the

same reasons he has outlined before. He felt that looking at 4-5 years

percent of valuation of commercial properties has dropped, he said that



classification was a futile exercise. He commented on the amount of time

it would take to review and maintain the newly created Small Business

abatement. He feels classification will and is going to be a net cost to

he Town. He urged the Selectmen to reverse the split tax rate.

/

Mr. Rogers of the Finance Committee presented the FinCom’s

recommendation of “make on recommendation” to the Board. As a private
citizen he urged the Board to look into the message a split tax rate

sends to businesses.

Jeff McHarg, a Foster St. resident presented his analysis into tax

rates and their effects on businesses and growth. He has again this year
determined no correlation between tax shift and total valuation growth.
He felt the present spilt strikes a balance at this time between the

business and residential community and urged the Board to retain the

split.

Ray Bintliff, Powerhorn Road, he feels this issue is politically
motivated. The CPI values have declined and personal property has been

reduced. The ratio as it stands now is that for every dollar a resident

saves, the business side has to provide five. He urged the Board to move

towards an equal rate for all classes of property.

Sandy Picther of the Chamber feels it is a very financial and

emotionalizing issue and felt that a more equal rate was friendly to

business and urged the Board to adopt a single tax rate.

Bill Lawrence and Steve Arronson of the Chamber made a presentation
~n addition to their written submission. They outlined the Chamber’s

jew and made a further plea to equalize the tax rate by moving the split
downward. They feel that all properties will pay a lesser tax bill if we

invite business.

Mr. Hunter asked Mr. Arronson to take off his business and Chamber

hat and put on his School Committee hat and under political reality how.

can we say to citizens we will be seeking to increase your taxes because

of the need for an override, however, we have increased it further by
reducing the split. He felt that is why the last override failed and it

might again. Mr. Arronson stated he felt it was unfair for him to be

asked to comment on School need for override, however, the Region he did

not feel would be seeking an override, however the Supt. had indicated

that the Local side might be seeking one. Mr. Hunter agreed that it was

unfair but felt it was needed to demonstrate the politicalness of this

issue.

DaRE’ HUNTER - MOVED to continue the Tax Classification Hearing to

November 22, 1994 at 8:45 P.M. NANCY TAVERNIER - Second. UNANIMOUS

VOTE.

The Board urged anyone with additional comments to forward them to

the Board during the next two weeks.



CONSENT CALENDAR

DORE’ HUNTER - Moved to accept the Consent Calendar as printed.
ILLIAM MULLIN — Second. UNANIMOUS VOTE.

I-

SELECTMEN’S BUSINESS

EAGLE SCOUT - Mr. Mullin will attend both on behalf of the Board.

Christine to forward paperwork to Mr. Mullin for presentation.

TOWN MANAGER’ S CONCERNS

INDEPENDENCE ROAD TRAFFIC ISSUE - Don updated the Board on his

conversations with Grace Representatives~ They will see that the signage
is put in place in addition to having a private duty police officer on

hand for traffic to ease the neighborhoods concerns.

Mr. Mullin asked that the Town Manager ask Grace to install the

signs at their cost and to notify the neighborhood representative of this

positive action.

The Board adjourned 10:00 P.M.

Clerk

Date

Christine M. Joyce
Recording Secty.
cmjWll- (568)



November 4, 1994

0: Board of Selectmen

FROM: NORMAN D. LAKE, Chairman

SUBJECT: SELECTMEN’S REPORT

ilififif ifif if if if if if ififif if if ififififififififififififififif if ifififif if ifif ififif if if####

AGENDA

ROOM 204

November 8, 1994

PLEASE NOTE THAT MEETING BEGINS AT 8:00 P.M.

I. CITIZEN’S CONCERNS

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS & APPOINTMENTS

1. 8:00 BOSTON GAS PETITION - POPE at PROCTOR ST. - Enclosed please
find petition and staff comment for Board action.

2. 8:01 CLASSIFICATION HEARING.- Enclosed please find information

assembled by staff as well as information submitted by the

citizens for board review. Staff will make a brief

presentation of factual information and outline the Board’s

options at the start of your hearing.

III. SELECTMEN’S BUSINESS

3. EAGLE SCOUT - Enclosed please find an invitation for Board

assignment from Troop 284 to attend a Court of Honor on January 8,
1995.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

4. ACCEPT MINUTES - Enclosed please find a copy of the October 11th

Minutes for Board approval.

5. CHRISTMAS TREE SALES - Enclosed please find the annual request
from Mrs. DiDuca to sell Christmas Trees at 145 Great Road for

Board action.

6. EOCD DRAFT LETTER - Enclosed please find a draft letter regarding
Section 8 Unification Program for Board review and action.

V. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

RESIDENT REQUEST - Enclosed please find staff response to resident

request for Speed limit signs.



VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

MEETINGS

ADDITIONAL INFORMA~TION

Enclosed please find additional correspondence which is strictly
informational and requires no Board action.

FUTURE AGENDAS

To facilitate scheduling for interested parties, the following -.

items are scheduled for discussion on future agendas. This IS NOT

a complete agenda.

November 22 - Beer and Wine License, 381 Mass Ave.

Greene Land continued discussion

Concord Auto Auction Presentation

Dec. 6 - Common Vict. 358 Great Road

Special Permit Site Plan - 358 Great Road

South Acton Village District Plan

License Renewal Reviews

Dec. 20-

855 acs
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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massathusetts 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

Fax (508) 264-9630

Don P. Johnson
Town Manager

November 14, 1994

Russell F. Conn, Esq.
Conn, Kavanaugh, Rosenthal,
Peisch & Ford

Ten Post Office Square
Boston, MA 02109

Dear Mr. Conn:

I am writing in response to your May 17, 1994, letter

giving notice under G.L. c. 258 to the Town of Acton of a

claim for property damages by Mr. & Mrs. Sheehan, 6 Thoreau

Road, arising out of flooding of their land, allegedly caused

by negligence of the Town and its employees. I have carefully
reviewed the material contained in your letter, as well as the

additional material submitted by Mr. Veiji on behalf of the

Sheehans, and have visited the site and inspected the claimed

damage. I believe that none of the claimed damage was caused

by the actions of the Town, which responded promptly and

effectively to the notice by Ms. Sheehan of an obstruction in

the drainage pipe adjacent to her lot, caused by the growth of

a willow tree. Without admitting responsibility, however, the

Town is willing to offer the Sheehans $3,000 in full

settlement of their claims against the Town. This offer is

made pursuant to c. 258 solely for the purpose of settling
this matter without the cost of litigation, and shall not be

deemed to be an admission for any purpose.

Ms. Sheehan’s letter of April 20, 1993, complained of

excessive water flowing through the backyard. On

investigation, the Town determined that the drainage pipe on

the northerly side of the lot (between 6 and 8 Thoreau Road)

was blocked by the roots of a willow tree. The Town was not

responsible for the planting of this tree and had no notice

that it might be blocking the drainage pipe until Ms.

Sheehan’s complaint in the spring of 1993. The tree was

removed and the drainage pipe repaired pursuant to an

agreement with the Sheehans in November 1993.



In the spring of 1994, Ms. Sheehan informed the town that

water was again backing up from the drainage system. The Town

visited the site and determined that the drain was partially
blocked by another willow tree in the easement between the

Sheehan’s property and 49 Alcott Street. This area was not

accessible by equipment, but the Town promptly had the tree

cut down and the drain pipe opened. We are currently in the

process of installing a new drain pipe in this area.

When I met with her, Ms. Sheehan agreed that the water

from the blocked drain overflowed across the back of the yard
and out to the street across the driveway. This area is at a

lower elevation than the house and therefore water from the

drain could not have entered the basement. Moreover, it was

obvious on my examination that the source of two leaks in the

basement pointed out by Ms. Sheehan and Mr. Veiji was a

long-standing groundwater problem, not the surface water from

the drain. The rotten sill plate and the spalling of the

concrete in the basement demonstrates that the problem has

existed for many years and is unrelated to the overflow from

the blocked drainage pipe.

The main items of damage claimed in your May 17 letter

are (1) repairs to the leaching field and septic system, and

(2) installation of a permanent drain around the house, and

(3) damage to new paved driveway. It is simply impossible
that the temporary flow of water over the driveway could have

caused any damage to it. It appears that this work was very

poorly done by a contractor whose work was the subject of

complaints by other owners in town. The installation of the

french drain around the house was intended to deal with the

groundwater problem described above. As pointed out before,
this work is unrelated to the overflow of water from the drain

pipe. Finally, the claim for repair to the leaching field and

septic system is unexplained and unsubstantiated. Even if the

water from the obstructed drain flowed over the area of the

septic system, that would have no lasting adverse effect on

the system. The Town records show that the septic system was

installed in 1959, and has not been replaced or significantly
repaired since that date. It is hardly surprising if it now

requires repair or replacement, because that length of time

substantially exceeds the expected useful life of such a

system.

In short, none of the principal items of expense outlined

in your letter are attributable to improper action or Inaction

by the Town. As a result, we believe that the claims by the

Sheehans are without merit. Nevertheless, the Town recognizes
that litigation is expensive and undesirable, and therefore,
is willing to make the offer set forth above solely for the

purpose of avoiding litigation. It will be withdrawn if suit

is brought.



If you are willing to accept this offer, please contact

me or our Town Counsel, Mike Callaghan, at (617) 573-0178, to

arrange preparation of the necessary Pa~ers.
Ve tru

Ak
Do~i Johns~i
To’wn Man~er

CC: Town Counsel

Board of Selectmen

Highway Superintendent
Engineering Administrator



TOWN OF WESTFORD

November 2, 1994

Mr. John Merritt

North East Solid Waste Committee

530 Atlantic Ave.

Boston, MA. 02210 -

Dear Mr. Merritt:

As you are aware the Towns of Westford and Dracut informally
agreed in July to broker excesses and shortfalls in their

respective guaranteed tonnage commitment to the NESWC facility.
In the past year Westford was over its guarantee by about the

same amount that Dracut was under. We agreed that the simplest
and most straight forward system by which to make these

adjustments could take place was to compare deliveries every
three months.

Westford is over its GAT by approximately 372 tons as of the end

of September. It appears that Dracut is on target in meeting its

guarantee and therefor may or may not be interested in our

previous arrangement. Nevertheless, I would appreciate your help
in brokering the excess tonnage to a community or communities

which have fallen short of their tonnage guarantees during the

first three months. Bedford and Acton appear to be possible
candidates. My offer to Dracut was to split the tipping fee in

half.

Please let me know if you are successful as soon as possible
since I may wish to pursue other alternatives.

RObe Halpin
Town Manager

cc. Gary Mccarthy, Town of Dracut

John Murray, Town of Acton

Rick Reed, Town of Bedford

55 Main Street Westford, Massachusetts 01886-2597 Tel: (508) 692-5500 FAX: (508) 692-9607



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

-

Fax (508) 264-9630

Norman D. Lake, Chairman
Board of Selectmen

November 14,1994

US Army Corps of Engineers
New England Division

424 Trapelo Road

Waltham, MA 02254-9149
-

ATTENTION: Impact Analysis Division

re: Environmental Impact Statement

Fort Devens Disposal and Reuse

Dear Ms. Brown,

The Town of Acton has reviewed the draft Environmental Impact Statement

regarding the disposal and reuse of Fort Devens, Massachusetts and believes that

the effect of increased automobile, truck and rail traffic on Acton was not evaluated

or analyzed. Intersection study locations did not include any in Acton and the

impact of increased traffic on the regional and local road networks in Acton was

not addressed. All types of use alternatives anticipated increased vehicular traffic

over the 1990 baseline year, yet the only mitigation measures discussed were

those immediately surrounding the Fort. The statement that employees would

eventually live in new construction in the north and west, and therefore not be

traveling from the east is an assumption that may or may not prove to be true.

Acton feels that the EIS should identify impacts on the Town in the following
areas:

1. Highway
Consider impact of increased traffic on Route 2, Route 2A, Route 111, Route

27 (a major north-south access to and from Route 2) and Central Street (an exit

from Route 2 and connection between Route 111 and Littleton Common). The

impacts of this traffic should consider the following issues: existing Route 2

congestion, including the possibility of a large shopping development; congestion
in the Concord rotary at the Acton town line; lack of cross-town access over Route

2; limited through capacity of Route 2A given multiple curb cuts; current pattern of

commuter travel through North Acton into Concord to avoid Route 2; and limited

through capacity of Route 111 because it passes through a narrow historic district
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and by a regional schools complex. All traffic impact studies should be

coordinated with current and past Central Transportation Planning Studies of the

Route 2 Corridor.

2. Rail

The impact of rail, particularly of the high-intensity mixed use of 120 rail

cars per day needs to be evaluated in light of the following: six at-grade crossings
in Acton, two of which are located in the West Acton Village; the flow of vehicular

traffic on all at-grade crossings; disruption of commuter rail; and possibility of

transportation of hazardous materials through residential neighborhoods.

In summary, the Town of Acton believes that the development of Fort Devens will

impact communities beyond those immediately surrounding the base and urges
consideration of impact of reuses, particularly highway and rail, on Acton.

Very truly yours,
-

~ ~
Norman Lake, Chairman

Acton Board of Selectmen

cc: Metropolitan Area Planning Council

Representative Pamela Resor

Senator Robert Durand

U.S. Representative Marty Meehan
U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senator John Kerry



CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MINUTES FOR
JUNE 1, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: William M. Hill, Peter Shanahan, Linda McElroy, Andrew

Sheehan, Morene Bodner (7:50), John Chalmers (7:55)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: Andrew Durham, Lori Dangelmayer

CONSERVATION ADMINISTRATOR.~ Tom Tidman

RECORDING SECRETARY: Andrea MacKenzie

VISITORS: Barbara Smith, Douglas Bent, Becky Rockwell, Russ Wilson, Peter

Kavanagh

7:45 Mr. Hill called the meeting to order.

Amateur Radio Club

Mr. Dave Potter, representative of the Acton/Boxborough Amateur Radio Club,

requested permission to hold a 24 hour field day at the Grassy Pond

Conservation Area from June 25 to June 26. The field day is a national event

simulating emergency conditions. They would bring generators, a port-a-potty,
and a couple of gas grills. The field at Grassy Pond Conservation Area is a

favorable location because of the openness of the area and it’s relatively high
elevation. Approximately 25-30 people will be in attendance.

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission grant permission for the use of the

Grassy Pond Conservation Area to the A/B Amateur Radio Club for the dates

requested. Mr. Shanahan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

National Trails Day - Arboretum

Mr. Tidman announced that on Saturday, June 4 the Arboretum will be hosting
a trail work day in support of National Trails Day. The new handicapped
accessible trail will be the focus of activity.

New Associate Member

Mr. Tidman introduced Lori Dangelmayer to the Commission. Lori is in the

process of becoming an associate member and will be attending meetings.
Professionally, Lori works for Rizzo Associates, and is a graduate of St.

Lawrence University.

8:00 CONTINUATION - NOI - Lot 8 Washington Drive Extension

John Judd, from LandTech Consultants, presented amended plans, dated June 1,
1994, showing the proposed septic system with a clay barrier to the south side of

the leaching field, this is outside of the 100’ buffer zone. Substantial grading is

still proposed within the buffer zone and will come within 34’ of the southerly
wetland. No activity will occur within the 25’ setback and haybales are proposed
around the entire work site within this lot, due to wetlands on two sides of the

lot. The house has been pulled farther away from the wetlands than originally



proposed; at the closest point the driveway will be 55’ from the edge of the

northerly wetland, and the house will be approximately 65’ from the southerly
wetland.

9:14 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the, hearing.

CONTINUATION - NOl - Lot 4 Mckinley Drive

The Administrator reported that Brian Butler has conducted an inspection of the

site and has submitted a report based on his findings, dated June 1, 1994. The

report was distributed durmg this hearing to commissioners and the applicant
and representative.

Mr. Brian Butler summarized his findings stating that this is a backwater pool on

a stream system, with a partial canopy creating suitable breeding habitat for

spotted salamanders and wood frogs. During his inspection a minimum estimate
of 21 spotted salamander egg masses were observed. These 21 egg masses

represent 3000-4000 larvae which had hatched by May 31. Shrew burrows which

are abundant on the site, are an important feature for upland mole salamander

habitat. The topographical features of this area and the breeding habits and

migratory patterns of mole salamanders indicate that the east portion of Lot 4

lies in a migratory pathway. Under the Wetlands Protection Act, this area is a

significant bordering vegetated wetland habitat subject to protection under the

Act. In summary, the habitat alteration within and beyond the buffer zone, as

proposed with the construction of the roadway and other lots, will leave little

alternative habitat or migratory pathways for the existing salamander

population. It is also presumed that the construction of Lot 4 will impact or

eliminate the extant spotted salamander population known to breed in the

backwater pooi.

Mr. Shanahan again noted to the applicant that the development of Lot 4 as

proposed was pointed out from the beginning as being a problem regarding
wildlife habitat.

Mr. Mark White, of Kavanagh Homes, added that this has been a long process
with numerous concessions given to the Town. He would like to help preserve
wildlife habitat, and stated that he is still willing to help work out any problems
and work with the Conservation Commission on the development of this parcel.

9:06 Hearing no further comment, questions, or additional information, Mr. Hill

closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT -95 School Street - C. Berlied

Mr. Russ Wilson, of R. Wilson Associates, presented plans for the construction
of a single family house and grading for a septic system within 100’ of a isolated
wetland. The proposed house location will be approximately 70’ from the edge
of wetland. Staked haybales will be placed 40’ from the edge of wetlands and

grading for the house foundation will occur up to the line of haybales.

The Administrator read a letter submitted from the owner of 105 School Street,

stating concern that additional water will enter their property. He also stated

for the record that it is a requirement under the Act that additional runoff to

abutting properties is not permitted.

ConCom Minutes - 2 - June 1, 1994



9:18 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

9:19 Request for Determination - 6 Huckleberry Lane - F. Melon

Russ Wilson, of R Wilson Associates, presented plans for the emergency repair
to the existing septic system at 6 Huckleberry Lane. A dye test was required by
the Board of Health; during the winter months the test was negative, but in

April, 1994 the test was repeated and revealed positive breakout witlun 5’ of a

wetland resource area. The proposal will involve excavating 25’ around the

existing septic system and replacing the excavated materiais with sand or gravel.
Excavation will also be done starting at the breakout point back toward the

leaching field until the problem is found causing the breakout. He also noted

that preliminary tests revealed that the original leaching field was not built

properly.

The Commission noted that this situation has gone on for some time, and were

glad to see the repairs being done.

9:25 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

DECISION - NOT - Lot 8 Washington Drive Extension

Mr. Shanahan noted that the applicant made a good effort to lessen the impact
to the wetland resource.

Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission issue a standard Order of Conditions
for the plans as presented on Lot 8 Washington Drive. Ms. Bodner seconded the

motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOT - Lot 9 Washington Drive Extension

Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission issue an Order of Conditions for the

plans as presented for Lot 9 Washington Drive with the following additional
condition: The proposed house as shown on the plans dated 4122194, shall be

relocated further away from the wetlands; towards the southeast. The applicant
shall submit a modified plan to the Conservation Administrator for approval
prior to the issuance of a building permit.

Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOT - 95 School Street

Ms. Bodner moved that the Commission issue a standard Order of Conditions for

the plans as presented for 95 School Street. Mr. Shanahan seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

Determination of Applicability - 6 Huckleberry Lane

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission finds the work as proposed to be
within their jurisdiction, but will not alter the area subject to protection under
the Act. Mr. Shanahan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
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~~çISION - NQI - Lot 4 McKinley Drive

The Commission discussed issues on this site and the report submitted by Mr.

Brian Butler, which reinforced their concerns regarding the significant breeding
habitat m this area.

Ms. Bodner moved to deny the Notice of Intent filed for Lot 4 McKinley Drive,
the reasons for denial will be outlined in the forthcoming Decision. Mr.

Shanahan seconded the motion. The motion passed with five aye, and one nay;
(5:1:0)

Conservation Land Pesticide Exclusion

Ms. Bodner stated that the scheduled sign posting day for conservation lands will

be June II.

10:29 Mr. Chalmers moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

William M.
,
Chhirman

805
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MINUTES FOR

JUNE 15, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: William M. Hill, John Chalmers, Morene Bodner, Linda

McElroy, Andrew Sheehan (8:30)

ASSOCIATE MEMBER Andrew Durham, Lori Dangelmayer

CONSERVATION ADM1N1STRATOR.~ Tom Tidman

RECORDING SECRETARY: Andrea MacKenzie

VISITORS: Barbara Smith, Dorothy Campbell, John Boardman, Moe Caron, Harold

Storrs, Eleanor Duffey, David Abbt, Richard Howe, Pamela Nicholson,
Rosemary Nicholson, Nancy and Bill Kingman, Guy and Doris Malson,
David Barr

7:54 With quorum present. Mr. Hill called the meeting to order.

Concord Water District - Nagog Pond

Mr. Moe Caron of the Concord Water District, and Eleanor Duffey of Haley &
Ward Consulting Engineers, presented a preliminary plan for a proposed
disinfection facility at Nagog Pond. This facility will be accessed from a

proposed extension roadway off Acorn Park Drive (presently under

construction). This access roadway will involve crossing Nagog Brook. The

applicant is looking for direction from the Commission on crossing the brook.

They intend on filmg a notice of intent next month. They will also apply for a

variance requesting a narrower road than the required 20’ width. Preliminary
plans show the proposed building within the 40’ wetland setback. The

Commission stated that they will look for the building placement outside of the

40’ setback. Ms. Duffey stated that moving the buildmg would not be a

problem.

8:18 Request for Determination - Road Resurfacing - Town of Acton

Mr. Tidman, Acton Conservation Administrator, reviewed the State

recommendation given in 1990, when paving was done last in the area. Their

recommendation stated that when additional pavement was added to the road

surface, compensation for lost flood storage volume would be necessary. In 1993

the Town replaced the two old round culverts on Stow Street in three locations
where Flint Brook crosses Stow Street, one on Martin Street, and Robbins
Street. These box culverts were larger than the previous ones, and set at a lower

elevation. This has alleviated any restrictions backing up Flint Brook. Now the

Town needs to re-pave Stow Street (from Robbins Street to Stow line), Robbins
Street (from Stow Street to end), Robbins Street (from Stow Street to Liberty
Street), and Billing Street.

Ms. Bodner inquired about grinding the roads down prior to resurfacing. Mr.

Richard Howe, Highway Superintendent, reported that if these roads were

scraped down to the old substandard surface below (possibly clay), then

resurfaced with only 1½ inch of pavement, the pavement would break through.



The Administrator reported that this resurfacing project involves 750’ of road
work within the floodplam. This equals out to approximately 70 cubic yards of
lost volume with 1½ mch of pavement. When the culverts were replaced with
wider and deeper box culverts approximately 10-15 cubic yards of compensatory
storage was created. Also, silt has built up in the stream bed on the downstream
sides of the culverts, which if removed, would create more compensatory
storage.

Ms. Bodner inquired about the construction of a detention structure and/or

replication area.

Mr. Abbt, Engineering Administrator, reported that it would be better to

remove the silt within the culvert areas, as there is no town owned area to create

compensatory storage.

Ms. Dorothy Campbell felt that by resurfacing Stow Street the increased height
in the pavement would create a dam during flood conditions on Flint Brook.
She did however concede that the culvert installed in 1993 made a significant
difference alleviating flood problems around her property.

The Administrator responded to her concerns by stating that the newly installed
culverts on Flint Brook are large enough to handle a 100 year storm event

caused by Flint Brook itself. In the event that there was a 100 year storm event

the restriction at Martin Street on Fort Pond Brook, of which Flint is a

tributary, would back up into the valleys around Stow and Martin Streets and

would eventually flood back over Robbins and Stow Streets and cause flooding
on Ms. Campbell’s property. Therefore, the increased pavement height on Stow
Street would not act as a dam for water flowing down Flint Brook. The

flooding that would effect Ms. Campbell’s property would actually be water

backing up as a result of Fort Pond Brook and its restriction at Martin Street.

8:45 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 6 Jay Lane (Bowen Estate) - Northwest Structures

Mr. John Boardman of Lancewood Engineering, presented plans showing the
construction of a leaching field which is approximately 82’ from the edge of
wetlands. Haybales will be placed between grading activities and the wetlands,.
grading for the leaching field will be limited to the 40’ wetland setback at the

closest point. The leaching field for Lot 6 will have a fill easement onto Lot 9,
although this is out of the 100’ buffer zone.

Ms. Rosemary Nicholson, of 76 Strawberry Hill Road, reported that the

wetlands associated with this lot had a water well connected to the old Bowen

house. Upon the subdivision of the Bowen Estate that well ended up on a Jay
Lane parcel not on the Bowen house side of the property line, was subsequently
disconnected, and the old well house removed. Concerns were raised regarding
the location of the proposed septic leach field and the old Bowen well.

Mr. Boardman reported that he had no know1ed~e of this well or the work

removing the old well house, and he could only inquire to the owner of the land,
Northwest Structures. Mr. Boardman reviewed the flow of surface runoff,
noting that the spring of ‘94 created high groundwater, and stated that Lot 6 Jay
lane meets all state and local requirements for septic systems and private water

wells. This septic system has been approved under by the State and Town.
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Ms. Nicholson stated that this old well house was within 100’ of the wetlands on

site.

The Commission asked Mr. Boardman if he was willing to continue this hearing
m order to mvestigate this issue of the old water well with the Board of Health,
and conduct a site inspection.

Mr. Boardman agreed.

Mr. Hill conthued the hearing until July 6, 1994 at 8:45 P.M.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Lot 3 Perkins Lane - Distinctive Acton Homes

Mr. Bruce Stamski of Stamski & McNary, presented plans for the construction

of a single family house and grading within 100’ of a wetlands. Haybales will be

placed 35’ - 40’ on the average, and 25’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest

point. The proposed house is approximately 60’ from the edge of wetlands, and

associated gradmg will be limited to the line of haybales. The proposed
driveway will be 65’ from the edge of wetlands. The proposed septic system is

outside of the 100’ buffer. Between the proposed driveway for Lot 3 and the

wetlands is a grass lined detention area previously approved under DEP File No.

85-432 -

9:29 Hearing no comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Request for Determination - Lots 1 & 2 Perkins Lane - Dist. Acton Homes

Mr. Stamski presented plans showing the construction of a common driveway
and associated grading within 100’ of a wetlands for Lots 1 & 2 Perkins Lane.

The proposed driveway for Lot 3 crosses Lots 1 & 2 within the 100’ buffer zone,

at its nearest point it will be 65’ from the edge of wetlands. Work proposed for

Lot 1 involves a small portion of the driveway that will access Lot 3 will be

approximately 78’ from the edge of wetlands at its nearest point. Between the

proposed driveway for Lot 3 and the wetlands is a grass lined detention area

previously approved under DEP File No. 85-432

9:35 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Arlington Street Sidewalk - Town of Acton

Mr. Bruce Stamski of Stamski & McNary, presented plans for the construction
of a sidewalk along the east side of Arlington Street between Kennedy Lane and

Agawam Road, which will meet with an existing sidewalk approved in 1992 for

Kennedy Lane. This proposed portion of the sidewalk on Arlington Street will

require the filling of 710 s.f. of bordering vegetated wetlands (BYW) associated
with Grassy Pond Brook. There is a wetlands replication proposed of 2,340 s.f.

of replacement. This additional BVW replacement will be used by the Town to

offset possible filling for other sidewalk projects within the same watershed.

The sidewalk is designed adjacent to Arlington Street with a cape-cod berm

between the road and the sidewalk. Where the sidewalk comes close to the

Grassy Pond Brook crossing, 3’ x 3’ concrete blocks will be used to build a

retaining wall. These blocks will not take any volume from the brook. There is

an existm~ cart path, that was originally going to be used as access for two lots

off of Arlington Street. This cart path was not necessary as the lots were

accessed off of Kennedy Lane. Therefore, the existing cart path and collapsed
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48” culvert will be excavated to return 40’ of bank along the brook to its natural
condition and elevation (prior to 1973). The organic soils beneath the cart path
fill shall be replaced as needed. The replication area shall be seeded with
wetlands grass mix after excavation. This excavation will create the 2,340 s.f. of

wetlands replication.

Ms. Bodner inquired about the number of trees to be removed, and the layout of

the sidewalk. Mr. Stamski stated that the trees slated for removal are necessary
for the construction of the sidewalk. Due to the sensitivity of the area regarding
Grassy Pond Brook and the associated wetlands, the location of the sidewalk was

placed adjacent to the street.

Mr. Sheehan stated that he would rather see a few more trees removed than

more wetlands filled with the location of the brook to this project.

Mr. Stamski added that if the sidewalk was constructed behind the trees (to be

removed), it would isolate the root systems of those very trees that an effort was
made to save. Isolating the root systems of these trees would almost certainly
weaken the health of the trees.

9:56 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Citizen Inquiry - Lot 8 Washington Drive - David Barr

Mr. David Barr inquired about the approved plans for Lot 8 Washington Drive

(he may purchase the property) as to changing the foot-print of the house by
adding a garage, and relocating a portion of the driveway.

The Commission stated that Mr. Barr would have to submit amended plans
meeting all of the requirements under the Wetlands Bylaw and request an

amendment to the Order of Conditions.

Determination of Applicability - Road Resurfacing - Town of Acton

Mr. Sheehan abstained from voting on this filing as he was not present for the

entire hearing.

Mr. Chalmers moved that the Commission find the work as proposed to be

within their jurisdiction, but will not alter the area subject to protection under

the Act with the following special condition: (1) the Acton Highway Department
will be responsible for the removal of accumulated silt at each of the three

culvert locations associated with D.E.P. File No. 85-348. The removal of silt
must be accomplished during a low water period, preferable in July or August.
No heavy equipment will be permitted in the wetlands during silt removal

operations. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The motion passed with four aye,
and one abstained; (4:0:1).

DECISION - NOl - Lot 3 Perkins Lane

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission issue a standard order of conditions for

the plans as presented for Lot 3 Perkins Lane. Mr. Chalmers seconded the

motion. The motion passed unanimously.
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Determination of Applicability Lots 1 & 2 Perkins Lane

Mr: Sheehan moved that the Commission find the work described to be within
their jurisdiction, but will to alter the are subject to protection under the Act.
Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOI - Arlington Street Sidewalk

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission issue a standard order of conditions for

the plans as presented for the construction of a sidewalk along Arlington Street

from Agawam Road to. Kennedy Lane. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The

motion passed with four aye, and one nay, (4:1:0).

Certificate of Compliance - 20 Woodchester Drive

The Administrator reported that upon the applicants request he has inspected 20

Woodchester. The site is complete, stable and ready for release.

Mr. Sheehan moved to issue a certificate of compliance based upon the

Administrator’s findings. Mr. Chalmers seconded the motion. The motion

passed unanimously.

10:31 Mr. Chalmers moved that the Commission adjourn the meeting. Mr. Sheehan

seconded the motion.

C~LYt4&44
William M. Hill, Chairman
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR

JULY 6. 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: William M. Hill, Morene Bodner, Peter Shanahan, Ann Shubert

and Linda McElroy (8:08)

ASSOCIATE MEMBER: Andrew Durham

CONSERVATION ADMINISTRATOR Tom Tidman

RECORDING SECRETARY: Morene Bodner

VISITORS: Douglas Bent, Becky Rockwell, Wleanor Duffy, William Kingman,
Joseph March, Anita Dolan, Dick Dolan, Moe Caron, Andrew McGee,
Jean Butler, Harold Storrs, Peter Bonner, Jack Parmley

7:45 Mr. Hill called the meeting to order.

7:45 Request for Determination - 20 Cowdrey Lane - D. Bent

Douglas Bent presented plans showing a proposed addition to his residence. The

existmg dwellmg is a single-family home with an enclosed porch and a one-car

garage. The lot is bordered by wetlands and a brook. The proposed work

mcludes adding a two-car garage, a farmers porch (in the front) and an open
deck (in the rear). Currently, the closest pomt to the wetlands is an existmg
driveway that is 32 feet from the edge of wetlands. As part of the new

construction, a portion of the existing driveway would be removed, enabling the

applicant to increase his level of compliance. The closest point to the wetlands

would be the edge of the new garage - 35 feet from the wetlands edge.

8:00 Hearing no further comments, Mr. Hill closed the meeting.

8:09 Determination of Applicability - 20 Cowdrey Lane

Ms. Bodner moved to find the work as presented to be with the Commission’s

jurisdiction, but that it will not impact the wetlands. Two conditions are to be

mcluded: (1) All excavated materials must be removed and stored outside of the

100 foot buffer zone, and (2) Haybales must be placed along the edge of the

existing clearing. Mr. Shanahan seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

8:10 Discussion - Lot 4 McKinley Drive

Mr. Shanahan pointed out that there are some typos in the decision that alter

meaning; these should be corrected. After some discussion Mr. Hill concluded

that we should:
O Send a revised decision with the corrections to Ms. DiPinto of the DEP;
o Forward the DEP a copy of Brian Butler’s report;
O Call Ms. DiPinto in order to make ourselves available for a site inspection.



8:15 NOTICE OF INTENT - 123 High Street - Lunn & Sweeney

Russ Wilson of R. Wilson & Associates presented plans for the construction of a

single family house, a common drive and drainage facilities. The project is on a

four acre parcel containing an existing house. Three additional house lots are

proposed. Mr. Wilson stated he had presented a conceptual plan several months

earlier for a preliminary review; the Commission had requested the common

drive be moved outside of the 40’ no-build zone.

The applicant has a preliminary review scheduled for next week with the

Planmng Department. The common drive might be considered a town road.

Zoning requires the roadway to be at least 30 feet away from the existing house.

The proposed 20 foot width of the roadway meets the planning requirements for

a town road. If the road is deemed a town road, sidewalks will be required.
Sidewalks are not shown on the plans. They would be placed on the side of the

road farthest from the wetlands. Mr. Tidman stated that sidewalks might
require a new Notice of Intent.

This NOl filing covers the Lot 4 house, the drainage facilities and the common
drive. The septic system is outside of the 100 foot buffer zone. Mr. Tidman

stated the wetlands flagging was accurate. Mr. Shanahan noted the Commission
will need the detail of the diversion box and storm water system. The plans do

not show haybales. The house is outside of the 40 foot no-build zone.

Mr. Tidman stated that NOl filing does not reflect a number of changes
included in the plans before the Commission. These changes include haybales
and the driveway to lot 4, in addition to a lot more detail on the revised plans.
The Commission requires a copy of the complete and final revised set of plans.

Mr. Dick Dolan of 125 High Street said that he thinks the building plans are a

wonderful concept and the proposed project is a good use of the land.

8:47 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

8:47 CONTINUATION - NOl - Lot 6 Jay Lane

John Boardman of Lancewood Engineering submitted a supplemental NOl plan
together with two letters addressing the issue of the destroyed “well”. The first

letter, dated July 30, 1992 was from Andrew T. Doggett., the attorney
representing the Bowen estate, to Ron Peabody, the builder. The letter

authorized Mr. Peabody to “cap the well and sever any pipes which may be

connected to the well on the Estate property”. The second letter, dated July 5,
1994 was from Doug Halley, Board of Health director, to Mr. Boardman. Mr.

Halley stated that once a well is properly abandoned it has no legal standing as a

resource area under Title 5.

The proposed supplemental work consists of regrading the slope between the

wetlands and the area of disturbance, stabilizing the slope with riprap, and

loaming and seeding all disturbed areas. Mr. Bill Kingman, of 65 Esterbrook

Road, suggested that out of courtesy to the neighbors, copies of the letters and

revised plans should be sent out. Mr. Boardman stated that he would see that

this was done.

9:00 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing
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9:00 NOTICE OF INTENT - MacGregor Lane - Distinctive Acton Homes

Joseph March of Stamski and McNary presented plans for the construction of a

roadway, utilities and drainage structures. The parcel is twenty acres in size and

contains two existing houses inhabited by the owners of the parcel. The lot is

currently wooded. The applicant plans to build three houses on the top of the

hill. The roadway will be a dead end street 585 feet in length. This

development is designed to meet residential compound provisions, since it is only
a three lot subdivision. The road is considered a private road and will be 16 feet

wide.

Two sedimentation/detention basins are proposed. 320 feet of the roadway is

within the buffer zone. At its closest pomt, the roadway is 43 feet from the

wetlands. The first sedimentation basm is at the beginning of the roadway.
Although the basin itself is 60 feet from the edge of the wetlands, a three feet

wide outflow swale must be cut; the end of the swale to be within five feet of

the wetlands. The swale will be grass lined.

The second detention basis is located further down the drive. The basin is 25

feet from the wetlands, except for an outlet pipe that ends 18 feet from the

wetlands edge.

The three house lots and the septic and associated grading are all outside of the

100 foot buffer zone. Due to the poor soils, there will only be three houses built
- on lots that are approximately five acres each.

Mr. Andy McGee of 10 Lilac Court stated that the plan was much nicer than the

preliminary plans. He inquired about the conservation easement listed on the

plans.

Mr. Tidman stated that he would like to see the 100 foot buffer zone, below the

proposed houses, protected due to the steepness of the hill.

Ms. Jean Butler of School Street urged the Commission to take measures to

preserve the south part of the hill.

9:39 Hearing no further questions or comments, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

9:39 NOTICE OF INTENT - Nagog Pond - Concord Water District

Eleanor Duffy of Haley and Ward presented plans for the construction of a

water purification facility and the installation of an access road. The facility is

necessary in order to meet new EPA drinking water regulations. The facility
will be a 50 by 30 foot one story building. There will be two ozone chambers

beneath the structures.

The site is currently wooded. There are two proposed wetlands crossings. The

first will be a temporary disturbance involving the connection of a 16 inch water

main to the existing pipe and bringing the new pipe into the purification facility.
The second crossing will be permanent. It involves the construction of an access

road that will cross Na~og Brook. An eight by four foot box culvert will be

installed over the crossing: 4905 square feet of wetlands will be filled in.

The total proposed replication area is 4961 square feet - this figure was computer
generated. Due to the nature of the site and various constraints, there will be
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three replication areas totalling up to 4961 square feet. The replication area will

be constructed at the same time as the crossm~. Ms. Shubert commented that

the applicant had done a nice job on the plantmg plan.

9:57 Hearing no further comments or questions. Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

9:58 DECISION - NOl - 123 High Street

Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission issue a standard order of conditions

pending receipt of plans acceptable to the Administrator. Ms. Shubert seconded

the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOl - Lot 6 Jay Lane

Ms. Bodner moved that the Commission issue a standard order of conditions.
Ms. McElroy seconded the motion. The motion passed with three ayes and two

abstentions, (3:2:0).

DECISION - NOl - MacGregor Lane (off Piper Road)

Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission issue a standard order of conditions.
Ms. McElroy second the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Certificates of Compliance

Ms. Bodner moved to issue certificates of compliance for 36 Carlisle Road, Lot 12

Overlook Drive, 94 Arlington Street and 5 Windgate Lane. Ms. McElroy
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

10:21 Mr. Shanahan moved that the Commission adjourn the meeting. Ms. Shubert

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

William M. Hill, Chairman

MB:ahm
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MINUTES FOR

AUGUST 18, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT: William M. Hill, Andrew Sheehan, Andrew Durham, Peter

Shanahan

ASSOCIATE MEMBER Lori Dangelmayer

CONSERVATION ADMINISTRATOR Tom Tidman

RECORDING SECRETARY: Andrea MacKenzie

VISITORS: Paul Nightingale, Tom Sokoloski, Barry Gaw, Russel Barton, Joe Valle,
Pam Resor, Bill Wilcox, Anne Fanton, Eleanor Duffy, Don Barbadoro,

Harry Donahue, Harold Storrs, Debbie and Larry Allen, William

Kingman, Ellen Krueger, Bryan Subsick, Joy Madden

7:40 Mr. Hill called the meeting to order.

Certificates of Compliance

The Administrator reported that upon the applicant’s request, he has inspected
(Lot 6) - 9 Woodfield Drive, Lots 13 & 16 Prescott Drive and Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 11 and 12 Overlook Drive. Each site is in compliance with their orders of

conditions issued, have been completed and stabilized.

Mr. Sheehan moved to issue certificates of compliance for the above noted sites

based on the Administrator’s recommendation. Mr. Shanahan seconded the

motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Upcoming Workshops

The Administrator reminded conimissioners that there are two workshops this
fall for interested members. One workshop is Mushrooms of Eastern

Massachusetts, and one on Hydric Soils which will be highly valuable in the

protection of wetlands.

7:45 NOTICE OF INTENT - 77 Powdermill Road - Norton Performance Plastics

Tom Sokoloski, of Rizzo Associates, presented plans for the installation of

monitoring wells and test pits for the noted site. Historically, this has been an

industrial use site and is located on the Assabet River, the buffer zone involves

floodplain, bordering vegetated wetlands, and river bank. An investigation was

done in the past by another company but the test was not extensive. This site is

on the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP) Assessment List. Under MCP

requirements, the owner is required to determine the sub-surface soil conditions.

They propose to install three monitoring wells and three test pits. The

monitoring wells will be three to four feet below the groundwater table.

Monitoring well locations will be; one on the north side of the building, one

south of the building adjacent to the Assabet River, and one to the east of the

building adjacent to wetlands. Test pits will be excavated in three locations: one

to the south, and two to the east. The southern test pit is in a former drum

storage area, and the other two are where soils appear to have been disturbed in

the past. All test pits will be back filled the same day they are excavated, the

soil compacted, and then seeded. Work will commence as soon as all approvals
are granted.



Upon query from Mr. Shanahan, Mr. Sokoloski reported that haybales will be
installed between all activities the Assabet River and associated wetlands.

8:00 Hearing no further comments, or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - Davis Road - The Arbors Buildings 20 & 21

Joe Valle of the Green Company, presented plans dated 6/2/87 for a previously
approved project which expired before the final two buildings (Bldg. 20 & 21)
could be constructed. The construction of the two buildings are within the 100’

buffer zone, but meet Acton’s 40’ no-build setback. Siltation prevention will be

placed 25’ from the edge of wetlands prior to any activity, and will be the limit

of clearing. No activities will occur outside of the siltation prevention.

Ms. Bodner inquired if there was any objection to using staked haybales instead
of silt fencing. Mr. Val’e stated that he had no objections to the use of haybales..

8:09 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Ms. Bodner moved to issue a standard order of conditions with an additional

special condition that staked haybales be placed as siltation prevention instead of

silt fencing. Mr. Durham seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously. -

8:12 DECISION - NOl - 77 Powdermill Road

Mr. Sheehan moved to issue a standard order of conditions for the plans as.

presented for 77 Powderniill Road, Norton Performance Plastics. Ms. Bodner

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

8:15 REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION - 1009, 1019, 1023 Main Street

Mr. Bill Wilcox and Russel Barton, of Envirotel, Inc., presented plans for the

installation of monitoring wells in the vicinity of illegal wetlands filling and

adjacent soil surface alteration to determine if any contaminants were buried on

this site. It was noted that this work was done on June 14, 1994 with the verbal

permission of the Conservation Administrator and the understanding that a

request must be filed. Historically (1950’s & 60’s), demolition debris was dumped
at this site along with old cars, etc. The three monitoring wells, fifteen to

twenty feet deep, will all be on the 1019 Main Street lot. Information has been

gathered but an analysis report and opinion have not yet been composed.
Preliminary readings indicate that any volatiles on the site are below M.C.P.

lmiits.

The Administrator reported that he did allow this work to proceed prior to a

hearing, due to the past history and exposed situation in which it was left from a

previous violation. Mr. Wilcox had contacted the office informing the

Administrator that equipment was available at that time for the mstallation of

monitoring wells.

8:29 Hearing no further comments, or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission find the work as presented to be within

the Commission’s jurisdiction, but it will not impact the wetlands. The applicant
must supply the Commission with a copy of the analysis report and opinion
when completed.
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Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

8:30 NOTICE OF INTENT - Strawberry Hill & Pope Road Sidewalk

Mr. John Boardman, of Lancewood Engineering, presented plans for the

installation of a 850 linear feet of sidewalk along a portion of Pope Road and

Strawberry Hill Road (the perimeter of the old Bowen property). There are

three wetland areas. Construction activity occurs within the buffer zone and

within the 40’ setback. One area has 60 s.f. of wetlands filling. Siltation

prevention is proposed for any work adjacent to wetlands. The sidewalk will be

on the south side of Strawberry Hill Road starting on Lot 14 Strawberry Hill

Road and runs east towards Pope Road. Wetland Area 1 (A-i) is located on Lot

14 where the sidewalk is proposed approximately six feet from the edge (this is

an isolated area subject to flooding). This length of sidewalk will be on the

inside of the stone wall from the roadway and end at 105 Strawberry Hill Road,
as the owner of this parcel has not agreed to granting a sidewalk easement to the

town. The sidewalk picks up again on the outside of the stone wall on Lot 9, at

the corner of Strawberry Hill and Pope Road, then breaks out of the stone wall

again, and continues down Pope Road to the southwest ending at Lot 1 Pope
Road. Wetland Area 2 (A-2) is located on Lot 7 Pope Road where the sidewalk
construction will require 60 s.f. of fill to allow far adequate grading of slopes
for the sidewalk. A wetland replication area is proposed adjacent to the area to

be filled. The sidewalk will fall within approximately 5’ at the closest point
along Lots 6, 5 and 4, and is outside of the 100’ buffer on Lots 1, 2 and 3 Pope
Road. Most of the tree clearing has been done by Boston Gas during the gas
main installation along Pope Road.

Mr. Shanahan noted that it seemed that this replication might cause more

damage than good, and the replication area may not be required because of the

more than one to one replication on Lot 7.

Ms. Bodner stated that it seems senseless to construct an isolated 850’ long
sidewalk leading to nowhere.

Ms. Anne Fanton stated that sidewalks are very necessary and are a part of the

Master Plan for Acton. She would like to see the character of Acton left intact

along its scenic roads by constructing the sidewalks to meander through the

woods off the road shoulders creating buffers between sidewalks and roads, such

as Sudbury and Lincoh~ have. She asked the Commission to begin to advocate

design standards for sidewalks in Acton. Because Pope and Strawberry Hill

Road are scenic roads she advises the redesign of this sidewalk to be further off

the road. She also asked the Commission to send a representative to the scenic

road hearing and attempt to influence Planning to require this sidewalk to be

redesigned.

Ms. Pam Resor reported to the Commission that their responsibilities are to

protect other resources in town besides just wetlands.

The Commission sympathized with Ms. Fanton and Ms. Resor, but at this time

the Commission could only address wetlands issues under which this hearing is

being held.

The Commission did, however, agree to send a letter to Planning for the scenic

road hearing suggesting where possible that the sidewalk be moved back farther

from the road.
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Ms. Fanton again asked the Commission to send a letter to the other Town

departments regarding the creation of a sidewalk design policy.

9:17 Hearing no further cormnents or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Notice of Intent - 693 Massachusetts Avenue - Water District

The Administrator noted that there was no representative present for the Water
District hearing.

Mr. Hill stated that the applicant will have to re-notify abutters and the hearing
will be postponed until September 7, 1994.

* Mr. Shanahan excused himself from the table, as he is a resident of Nonset Path,
and abutter to the next site hearing.

NOTICE OF INTENT - 122-124 Nonset Path - Apple Valley Homes

Harry Donahue, of Acton Survey & Engineering, presented plans for the

construction of a common driveway accessing two proposed homes involving
wetland filling. A 14’ wide common driveway is to be constructed across an

existing 30” culvert and sewer stub within this easement. Approximately 400 s.f.

of wetlands is to be filled, with 525 s.f. of replication proposed. Staked haybales
are proposed for siltation prevention. The proposed 525 s.f. replication area is to

be excavated nine to twelve inches lower than the edge of the adjacent wetlands.

The hydric soils from the proposed fill area will be excavated and placed in the

replication area to bring it to the same elevation of the adjacent wetland. If

there isn’t enough excavated hydric soil from the fill area, loam and sphagnum
moss may be mixed in to create the required volume. Seven highbush blueberry
bushes, two to three feet in height, are to be planted in the replication area.

Ground cover plants will allowed to naturalize from the available seed stock in

the transferred soil. The January. 1994 Estimated Rare Wetlands Wildlife and

Vernal Pools Map shows the site to be within an Established Habitat for the

Spotted Turtle: Included in the notice of intent is a habitat assessment done by
Brian 0. Butler, of Oxbow Wetlands Associates. In summary, Mr. Butler did not

perceive any specific or general negative impact resulting from the proposed
development of the two lots east of the 30” culvert. Due to the size of the

culvert, allowing passage of migrating animals, he does not recommend any
protective measures along the causeway over the brook.

Upon q~uery by Ms. Bodner, Mr. Donahue stated that the line of haybales will be

the limit of clearing.

Mr. Sheehan stated that he would like to see more shrub diversity in the

replication area. Mr. Tidman reported that the existing vegetation at the site
consists of clethera, cinnamon and sensative fern, speckled alder and dominant

high bush blueberry.

Mr. Shanahan inquired about the abutting third parcel (not shown on the plans)
owned by the same entity at this time. The other-lot (Lot C) has an existing
pond, utility easement and cart path. He asked if there had been any
consideration on accessing 122 and 124 Nonset Path from Lot C.

Ms. Bodner added that if a common drive from Lot C was possible to access

these two lots, there would be no need for any wetlands alteration.
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Mr. Donahue stated that he does not have that information as he is representing
Apple Valley Homes for these two proposed lots. This filing is not filed as a

limited project therefore, alternate access is not an issue.

Larry and Debbie Allen, of 126 Nonset Path, stated that they disagree with the

topography and wetlands flagging shown on the plans. Presently they
experience overflow from the brook and have wetland plant species growing up
to the foundation of their house. They also stated that they have existing
drainage problems and they feel the proposed driveway will increase flooding.
Snow plowing will create additional snow and spring runoff onto their property.

Peter Shanahan asked if the common driveway could be pitched to the north,
instead of being crowned to shed runoff both ways. Mr. Donahue stated that

this could be done.

Mr. Hill asked Mr. Donahue if he would be willing to allow the Commission to--.

walk the site, by withdrawing the notice of intent and refiling for the next

conservation meeting. The reason that the Commission asks the applicant to

withdraw instead of continue the hearing is that a quorum problem is imminent

at the next meeting, as a commissioner present at the initial hearing will have

resigned by the date of the next hearing.

Mr. Donahue stated that he feels there is no need for Commissioners to walk the

site to evaluate potential alternative access routes, because this site is not a

limited project, there is no alternative access, and sufficient information on the

two lots has been provided. Therefore, there is no need to withdraw the

application and refile.

9:52 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

* Mr. Shanahan resumed his place at the Commission’s table.

REOUEST TO AMEND - Order of Conditions - Nagog Disinfection Facility

The Administrator reported that DEP has requested additional information for

this project that have created some red-line changes which he felt significant
enough to request an amended order of conditions. DEP raised concern with

both proposed wetlands alteration areas. Their concerns included the need to see

significantly greater detail at the pipe installation site feeding untreated water

into the plant. At this locatiOn the DEP required details explaining wetlands

restoration plans. In addition, the State was concerned with the roadway
crossing and the need for such elongated box culverts causing the loss of

wetlands bank habitat. Resulting from these concerns the applicant’s engineers -

Haley & Ward, redesigned the wetlands crossing reducing the loss of bank and

the total wetlands filled from 4,905 s.f. to 3,508 s.f. These changes necessitated

the request to amend the existing Order of Conditions.

10:00 NOTICE OF INTENT - 7 Proctor Street - F. Panetta

Frank Panetta presented plans for the construction of a single family home and

leaching field within 100’ of a wetlands. Wetlands exist to the northwest (NW)
and southeast (SE) of this lot. As proposed, the house at its closest point from

the SE-wetland is approximately 63’, and 69’ from the NW-wetland. The

proposed driveway is approximately 48’ from the edge of the NW-wetland. The

proposed water well is 30’ from the edge of wetlands.
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A groundwater interceptor drain is proposed on the southeast side of the

leaching field between it and the SE-wetland to meet health requirements; the
outlet of the interceptor is proposed up to the 25’ setback. This groundwater
interceptor is necessary to intercept groundwater outside of the clay barrier, and

it has been approved by the Board of Health; DEP approval is pending. To

prevent breakout from the leaching field a clay barrier is proposed at the front
of the lot (south), and a small section adjacent to the driveway and house. The

clay barrier will also have a polyethylene barrier finished off with a fieldstone

retaimng wall. Haybales will be placed 25’ from the edge of both wetland areas

and is the limit of clearing.

10:21 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Request for Determination - 12 Summer Street

Ms. Joy Madden, owner and resident, presented plans for the removal of an

existing cesspool, and construction of a septic system for an existing home.

Grading is proposed approximately 70’ from the edge of wetlands. An old dry
well also exists, which will be backfilled. The edge of the leaching field at the

closest point is 85’. Haybales are proposed as siltation prevention.

10:25 Hearing no further comments, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

Mr. Shanahan moved to find the work as proposed to be within the
Commission’s jurisdiction, but will not impact the wetlands. Ms. Bodner

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

NOTICE OF INTENT -10 Breezy Point Road

Mr. Harry Donahue, of Acton Survey and Engineering, presented plans for the

construction of a single family home, subdrain and driveway within 100’ of a

wetlands on a 8.5 acre lot. This lot is accessed from an existing common
driveway for two existing adjacent homes. Grading for the foundation will

occur approximately 55’ from the edge of wetlands at the closest point. As

proposed the house will be approximately 90’ from the edge of wetlands. A

small portion of the proposed driveway extension falls within 85’ of the

wetlands. The proposed septic system will be a pump pressure main, septic tank

adjacent to the house, and the leaching field is outside of the wetland buffer

zone (800 linear feet from the tank). Siltation prevention devices are provided.

10:34 Hearing no further comments or questions, Mr. Hill closed the hearing.

APPEAL TO DEP - Lot 4 McKinley Drive

The Administrator reported that a representative from DEP will be coming out

for a site inspection of Lot 4 McKinley, previously denied by the Commission.
Brian Butler will be present for the meeting.

DECISION - NOT - Strawberry Hill/Pope Road Sidewalk - Bowen Parcel

The Commission discussed concerns relative to the Act, and the concerns raised

by Ms. Fanton and Ms. Resor.

Mr. Shanahan moved to issue an order of conditions for the plans as presented
for the proposed sidewalk, but the Commission waives the required wetland

replication area proposed for wetlands filled during the sidewalk construction

adjacent to Lot 7 Pope Road. Sufficient replication has been planned for the
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development of Lot 4 Pope Road (D.E.P. File No. 85-427) to compensate for
resource area lost during both the construction of the access driveway to Lot 4 and
the proposed sidewalk. The Commission feels that the proposed replication area

necessary for the sidewalk construction would further impact the sensitive buffer

zone wildlife habitat.

Mr. Durham seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

REOUEST TO AMEND - Nagog Disinfection Facility

Ms. Bodner moved that the Commission accept the new information, as required
by DEP, and amend the order of conditions originally issued on July 6, 1994, DEP
File No. 85-446. Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

DECISION - NOl -7 Proctor Street

Mr. Sheehan moved that the Commission issue an order of conditions with the

following special conditions:

1. The proposed haybale line running along thea east side of the property, shall

be moved to the septic system (west) side of the existing stone wall.

2. Because of the nearness to wetlands and the high groundwater conditions,
the septic tank must be pumped every two years.

3. The area between the proposed driveway and the wetlands to the west of

the driveway shall be planted with a minimum of twenty shrubs to promote
a naturalized landscape of wildlife beneficial plants. Attached to the order

of conditions is a suggested plant list. The planting plan must be approved
by the Acton Conservation Administrator prior to the issuance of the

building permit.

Ms. Bodner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

DECISION - NOI -10 Breezy Point Road

Ms. Bodner moved that the Commission issue a standard order of conditions for

the plans as presented for 10 Breezy Point Road. Mr. Sheehan seconded the

motion. The motion passed unanimously.

~ Mr. Shanahan excused himseLf from the meeting and any discussions on the notice

of intent for 122 & 124 Nonset Path.

DECISION - NOI - 122 & 124 Nonset Path

The Commission discussed concerns raised during the hearing. The Commission

agrees that sufficient information had not been supplied with respect to possible
alternative access through an adjecent parcel owned by the same entity which

would eliminate the need to fill wetlands; 310 CMR 10.05(6)(C). It appears that the

abutting lot owned by the same entity could provide dry access to 122 & 124 Nonset

Path.

Mr. Sheehan moved to deny the notice of intent filing as presented for 122 & 124

Nonset Path due to insufficient information. Ms. Bodner seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

11:21 Mr. Durham moved that the Commission adjourn. Mr. Sheehan seconded the

m Son. T,~ie mo n assed unanimously.

‘William M. Hill, Chairman
824
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MINUTES OF THE ROUTE 2 CORRIDOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE

September 22, 1994

The meeting of the Route 2 Corridor Citizens Advisory
Committee was held Thursday, September 22, 1994 at the

Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD) District 4 Office at 519

Appleton Street in Arlington. Dan Beagan chaired the meeting.
The following were in attendance:

Daniel Beagan, BTP&D-EOTC

Kojo Fordjour,MHD, Envir. Division

Efi Pagitsas, .CTPS

Bob MacDonald, MHD, District 4 Projects Development Engineer
Jack Wood, .MHD, District 4 Planning
Raj Kulen, MHD, District 4 Traffic

Scott Kallin, MHD, District 4 Resident Engineer, Route 2

Wayne Friedricks1 Selectman, Town of Acton

‘-Anne Fanton, (Selectman’s Rep.), Town of Acton

Richard Croswell, Planning Board, Town of Acton

Jim Lee, Planning Board, Town of Acton

Judy Walpole, Selectman, Town of Concord

Gail Jewell, Planning Board, Town of Concord :~

Harriet Todd, Lincoln Selectman

John Williams, Lincoln Resident

Anne Fanton requested that some language be added to clarify
the Minutes for the June 17th meeting. At the end of the first

paragraph on page 2, she added “All town members agreed to stay
focused on Route 2~’ and at the end of the fifth paragraph she

added “All town members agreed to the scope and that the study
should move forward.”

Dan Beagan began the meeting with a discussion of long term

improvements for Crosby Corner. Efi Pagitsas said that a few

alternatives have been identified in the RFP scope but there are

no drawings yet. Bob MacDonald explained that several years ago
the Boston Location Section came up with a preliminary conceptual
plan that included a flyover with a flattened curve for the

purpose of avoiding wetlands and to minimize the disruption of

traffic through the intersection during construction.

Gail Jewell asked about the status of the Crosby Corner

short range project. Scott Kallin said that the project is

completed except for some of the signs. Gail said that there is

a problem at the westbound approach to the intersection where

some vehicles in the two exclusive left-turn lanes go straight
through to the Cambridge Turnpike. Scott said that the proposed
overhead signs (“Route 2 Westbound - 2 Left Lanes” and “Concord

Center - Right Lane”) still need to be installed and should

address the problem.
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Gail said that there is also a problem at the intersection

because of the poor alignment between the approach lane from the

Cambridge Thrnpike and the departure lane that merges with the

Route 2 eastbound lanes. This departure lane brings traffic

between the left and right eastbound lanes which she believes

presents a dangerous condition. She said that the towns were led

to believe that there would be a widening along the eastbound

side to provide a longer distance to allow for the merge. There

was a recommendation to install a yield sign for Cambridge
Turnpike traffic. Scott said this was originally proposed but it

was decided that it could result in backups that would block the

intersection. Instead merge signs were installed. There were

suggestions that large advance merge warning signs could be

placed along Route~ 2 eastbound. There were concerns that any

additional warning signs and the proposed overhead signs will

give Route 2 the character of a high-speed roadway. This led to

a debate whether large signs promote traffic safety or encourage

motorists to travel at higher speeds. Dan said that for the next

meeting the Department’s Traffic Section will respond to these

issues: 1) Additional signage to address dangerous merge

problem; 2) Reasons that the eastbound roadway was not moved

over; 3) Report if there is any evidence that shows that traffic

signs promote increases of traveling speed.

The discussion returned to the long term improvements for

Crosby Corner. Kojo Fordjour reported that the consultant, Louis

Berger and Assoc. Inc. does not have a contract yet because the

Bond Bill has not been passed. He explained that the “Mini-Bond

Bill” that recently passed will only fund the construction of

projects that were designed and ready to be advertised. There

was also concern that since the project is not on the T.I.P., the

project could face further delays. Dan said that environmental

studies do not have to be on the T~i.P.

The next item on the agenda was the status of the Five

Location Signal Update Project. Scott reported that all

construction has been completed including the replacement of the

controllers at the intersections ‘at Sudbury Road and at Old Road

to Nine Acre Corners (ORNAC). The traffic signals at the four

intersections between Baker Avenue and Sudbury Road are now

coordinated. However, it was not possible to include the Walden

Street intersection because of the side Street demand versus the

overall cycle length when compared with balance of the system.
Richard Croswell wanted to know if it is effective to coordinate

only some of the signals. Dan said that it is worthwhile but you

will not get the maximum benefits.

Efi Pagitsas gave an update of the Route 2 Long Range
Corridor Planning Study. She distributed copies of the scope
that has been submitted to the MPO for approval. Anne Fanton

asked what level of detail is expected of the towns. Efi said
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she wants a list of problems and what the towns see as the

solution. Dan added that the towns should decide whether they
are looking for at-grade with signals or grade separation. Efi

said that potential accessibility problems should also be

identified. Dan said that before presenting the alternatives to

the state there should be some testing in the community. Efi

said the feasibility study will tell what works and what does

not.

A discussion followed regarding design considerations. The

minimum standards for interchange spacing are 1 mile for urban

roadways and 2 miles for rural roadways. Kojo Fordjour pointed
out that how the road is traveled determines the character of the

road (rural versus .urban). Route 2 within the study is

classified as urban. Dan said that bridge clearance (16’-6”)
needs to be considered when looking at the interchange option.
Bob MacDonald estimated that a 700 foot crossroad approach would

be.required on each side of the mainline in order to provide this

clearance. Anne suggested that design guidelines be available

for the next meeting that would give an idea of what is possible.

Next the schedule for the feasibility study was discussed.

Efi predicted that the it would start between June and September
of next year depending on the selection of a preferred
alternative for the Crosby Corner Improvement project. Kojo
expects that the Draft EIR with a preferred alternative will be

completed 9 months after the “ Notice to Proceed.” Dan said that

the study will start when funding is available after the Bond

Bill is passed. He believes that January is the most optimistic
time for the Crosby Corner Study to start and June for the

Feasibility Study. He said input from the towns should be

submitted in the spring of 1995 at the earliest. Efi expects
that counts will be updated in March.

Bob gave an update on the Route 2 resurfacing projects. The

advertisement date for the Lincoln section is scheduled for

October 12th and the other sections are scheduled for October

25th. Paving will not start until next year. Judy Walpole said

that a repair project is planned for the Route 62 railroad bridge
which will limit the bridge to one lane (with signals) for about

six months. She said that it is important to have some

coordInation to minimize conflicts between the Route 2

resurfacing project.

The date for the next meeting was set for Thursday, Janu~
12 at 8:00 a.m The agenda will include updates~n:7”the Route 2

~ri~idor Feasibility Study, the Crosby Corner Improv,~ment Project
and the Boston Traffic Section addressing issues re~ating to the

Crosby Corner short term improvement project.
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Volunteer Coordinating Committee Minutes

24 October, 1994

Present: Comatock, George, Kadlec, Lanes Whitcomb

Absent Husbands

Meeting was called to order at 7:40 pin at Acton Town HalL Minutes of26 September
1994 meeting were reviewed and approved as written.

Old Business
-

The Board ofSelectman made the following appointments:
flIAC%tcrHalm e~. exp 6/30/95

Pet~1 Berj’ Beard-~fAppeals( ~cp4WQ94’
James Lee Metro. Area Planning Council exp 6/30/95

Sworn in

Peter Berry Board of Appeals (Assoc) 10/6/94

James Lee Metro. Area Planning Council 10/21/94

Peter Rnbinson CAC 9/29/94

Int~Mews
Dana $nyder-Grant: Commission of Disability. Dana has been cop1ding with M.S. for

the past 15 years. She started receiving the local newspaper before moving to Anon this

October and called this past summer inquiñng about a position on this committee when

she realirtd she would be moving here. She is a social worker/psychotherapist
specializing in chronic illness and disability at Beth Israel HospitaL Dana has already
attended two meetings of the Commission and has been talking with people at Eliott

Clinic with possibility of getting a position there.

tizw Business

James Lee for MAPC. The 1/CC needs information regarding this appointment for our

database, Specifically, why a one year ap~~t1 4j4Sc,~s and phone number. The

VCC records show that Donald Qilberti’s aprJlf~ati4ri for this committee has been “placed
on hold”.

Resigp*tlon

Stephen Crockett, Board of Appeals

E0d Ettil Ot?c%?—!&—LT5:UN 131 :(J Ijt’:~j 3ft t’6.—TO—njN



B~nmmendations for Cpndidiit~

Comstock moved to recommend Dana Snyder-Grunt to COD~ul1 member exp.6.97. The

motion passed by a ~n~mim~u~ vote.

Kadlec moved to recommend Peter Deny to full member BOAl4erin exp. 6/96 to fill

Stephen Crockett~s term. The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

~aard NeadM

Lane will advertise for Board ofAppeals and Commission on Disability.

Attached please find VCC action pending as of23 ~~&~.l994.
woV

Tbemeetingadjotixned at 8:35 pm. ThenextmeetingwiUbe 14~~ 1994 atl:3Opni
in the Town Hail.

Respccthilly Submitted

Jean Lane

cc: Board of Selectth~ Town Clerk
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VCC ACTION PENDING AS OF 11-14-94

Name
Interview Rec Group Action Pending
Date Date

De Quattro Rosalie 9-12-94 9-12-94 ABAC Actor~Boxborough Arts Council BOS/TM Appointment Had served on this board 1986-1993

Thrope Janet 9-12-94 ABAC Acton/Boxborough Arts Council BOS,TM Appointment Served previously 1991-1993

Berry Peter 2-22-93 10-24-94 BOAP Board ofAppeals BOS/TM Appointment VCC rec. to full member to replace Stephen

Benedict Mark 9-26-94 9-26-94 BOH Board of Health BOS/TM Appointment

Wolf• Lisa 9-12-94 9-26-94 BOH Board of Health BOS,/TM Appointment

Snyder-Grant Dana 10-24-94 10-24-94 COD Commission on Disability BOS/TM Appointment

Smith Barbara 9-12-94 9-12-94 ACC Conservation Commission BOS/TM Appointment Rec fix Associate member

McGinty Margaret 9-26-94 COA Council on Aging BOS/TM Appointment

Lee James MAP Metmpolitan Area Planning Council BOS Clarif. of term

~be~~o~l 2 6-24-94 MAP Metmpolitan Area Planning Council BOS/Th{ Reappointment W~~o~ontinue. Not member ls~m.
Robert MVSC Minuteman Vocational School Clarif,r Term Ending ~

Desy Steve 8-1 5-94 MPSC Municipal Power Organization Study BOS1TM Appointment Recommended by schools as their rep.

McCann Benjamin 7-18-94 8-15-94 MPSC Municipal Power Organization Study BOS/TM Appointment

Osborn Gilbert 8-15-94 8-15-94 MPSC Municipal Power Organization Study BOS/TM Appointment

Rossignol Robert 6-27-94 8-15-94 MPSC Municipal Power Organization Study BOS/TM Appointment

Schwab Leonard 7-18-94 8-15-94 MPSC Municipal Power Organization Study BOS/TM Appointment

Hoff Paul 7-18-94 7-18-94 PCC Public Ceremonies & Celebrations BOS/TM Appointment Recommended by Norm Lake

~ e~k
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION ••• • ••

Acton Board of Heafth • Telephone 508-264-9634 • Fax 508-264-9635

November 8, 1994

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

The Board of Health at its November 7, 1994 meeting determined it was

appropriate to begin the tobacco enforcement “sting” that is outlined in the Tobacco Sales

Bylaw. As part of that process the Board of Health agreed to inform the Board of

Selectmen prior to commencement of the program. The following is an outline of the

existing and proposed enforcement actions:

1. Inspections of all Tobacco Sales Permit Holders to assure that all facilities are

displaying their permits properly and that the location of all tobacco products are in

conformance with Acton’s bylaw. Presently these inspections are being conducted by the

department’s part time food Sanitarian and being paid for by the tobacco grant.

2. Notify all holders of Tobacco Sales Permits in Acton that according to Acton

General Public Regulation E53:

“Compliance monitoring of this bylaw and its requirements may be enforced

through periodic inspections of each Tobacco Sales Permit holder. Inspections

may include the attempted purchase of tobacco products by minors under the

supervision of an agent of an enforcing authority (e.g. Police/ Health), such an

inspection shall not be construed as “entrapment”.”

It is the intent of the Board of Health to notify all permit holders (currently 38) of

their legal obligation. Hopefully this will bring some or most facilities into compliance

prior to a “sting” inspection.

Don Johnson, Town Manager

Tobacco Enforcement



3. After delivery of the above notice the compliance monitoring through a sting

operation would commence. It is the Board’s intent to contract with G.A.S.P. for this

compliance monitoring. This volunteer group is experienced with these types of

inspections and has teenagers available that have been used in other communities for

compliance checks. It is the Board’s understanding that a cost of $6.00 per facility is

charged by this group and the cost of purchasing the tobacco would also be the Board’s

obligation. This expenditure would also be from the tobacco grant. Todd Fenneman, as

Acton’s youth officer, has agreed to be the supervisor for the teenagers as they conduct

the compliance checks.

The Board intends to contact G.A.S.P. at this point and determine how to contract

their services. The Board would then submit a proposed contract for your review and

signature. Upon execution of the contract the Board will begin the compliance checks and

will keep the Board of Selectmen informed of the process. Should you have any

questions regarding this process please contact me. -



THE METRO BOSTON HOUSING MARKET:

LESSONS FROM A DECADE OF 1URMOIL

D uring the past decade, the metro Boston

housing market has seen a boom followed by
a dramatic slowdown, “gentrificátion” and

“condomania” followed by disinvestment and

foreclosures. Today, reports of renewed growth
pressures in once-sleepy suburbs appear alongside
reports of arson. Through it all, amazingly, metro

Boston remains one of the least affordable housing
markets in the nation.

What lessons can we learn?

How does the housing market affect

economic competitiveness?

Local land use?

Tax revenues?

Municipal budgets?

Diversity?

What can we expect in the future?

What steps can we take and what tools

do we need for a more sustainable

housing future?

r0 address these complex issues, MAPC — the

egional planning agency for the 101 communities

)f greater Boston — is bringing together local
—

fficials, real estate professionals, developers,
lanners, lenders, legislators, economists, and other N

:ey players to review the past decade, preview ~ 0 ~

iture directions, and brainstorm policy and

lanning options to prevent future upheavals. 2 E ~
articipants will learn about promising strategies ~ ~ ‘t~

ad help shape an agenda for the future. Findings
________‘ill be published and include ideas for metering

ie market, managing growth, enacting new
gi~1a.tion, and ir ing new programs.

THE METROB~OSTON

HOUSING MARKET:

LESSONS

FROM

*
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AGENDA

8:45 Registration and Coffee

9:00 The Challenge of a Sustainable Future

A stable housing market is important to

communities, developers, lenders, housing
advocates, and to the regions’s economic well

being. Today’s challenge: to use the lessons of

the past to shape a more stable future.

Edmund P. Tarallo, MAPC President

David C. Soule, MAPC Executive Director

9:20 The Decade of Turmoil: New and Existing
Housing
The story of the cycle — what happened and

why — along with the impacts and issues as

seen by various interest groups.

Professor Karl Case, Wellesley College
Nora Moran, Moran & Co.

Fred Johnson, Shawmut Bank

Professor Rachel Bratt, Tufts University
Mayor J. Michael McGorty, Marlborough

10:50 The Decade of Turmoil: Foreclosures

The story of foreclosures — where, why, what

kind — along with the impacts on communi

ties and expectations about future trends.

Karen Loh, Banker & Tradesman

Pat McGuigan, Boston Public Facilities Dept.
Wayne Curtis, Fannie Mae

11:45 Summation

A review of the highlights. What should we

focus on as we look ahead?

Robert Engler, Stockard, Engler, and Brigham

12:00 Working Lunch

Participants will be seated with the members

of their afternoon breakout session to get

acquainted and begin dialogue.

1:15 Planning for a Stable Future: Expectations
What will the future bring? How will it be

different? Similar?

Professor H. James Brown,Joint Center/or Housing
Studies ofHarvard University

Shaping an Agenda for Stability
Breakout sessions will bring together diverse

interests to brainstorm ideas for creating a stable

housing market future. Group leaders will guide
discussion. Strategy options will include ideas

for data, legislation, programs, and other tools.

2:45 Planning for a Stable Future: Wrap-Up
Participants will reconvene to discuss the small

group recommendations, set priorities, and

formulate a shared agenda.

Directions: The John Hancock Conference Center is at

40 Trinity Place, St. James and Stuart Sts., between

Dartmouth and Clarendon in Copley Square.

By public transportation: Take any green line train to Copley
or take orange line or commuter rail to Back Bay. From

Copley, take Dartmouth St. south past the library; turn left óñ

St. James St.; go one block; turn right on Trinity P1. From

Back Bay Station, take Dartmouth St. north; turn right on
Stuart St., & take first right on Trinity P1.

By carfrom west via Mass. Pike: Take Prudential Center!

Copley Sq. exit (Exit 22). Bear right toward Copley Sq. onto

Stuart St. Pass through one set of lights. Trinity P1. is next

right. To park, go beyond Trinity P1.; take right on

Clarendon; garage is on the right.

By car from 1-93: Take 1-93 toward Boston. Take Exit 26

(Storrow Dr./Cambridge) & follow signs to Storrow Dr./Back

Bay. Take Copley Sq. exit (a left exit). Take right at lights
onto Beacon St. At next lights, turn left onto Clarendon St.

Go through 7 sets of lights; pass Hard Rock Cafe (on left).
Parking garage is on right.

E REGISTRATIO~ ~ORM ~

NAME

STATE ZIP

PHONE NO. ATTENDING

Registration Deadline: December 1, 1994.

Space is limited.

Registration fee is $40 and includes lunch.

Checks should be made payable to MAPC

and returned with this form to:

MAPC

60 Temple Place

Boston, MA 02111

Attention: Judith Allarid

1:45 ORGANIZATION

• ADDRESS

CITY

For more information call ~617,) 451-2770



CDM
environmental engineers, scientists.

planners. & management consultants

v~O~ — Côii~~~~ ~1.i1e~. dx~Qy
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CAMP DRESSER & McKE~ INC.

~
617 252-8000

November 14, :1994

Ms. Lynne Jennings
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Waste Management Division

Region I

90 Canal Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02114

Mr. Edmond G. Benoit

Regional Engineer
Bureau of Waste Cleanup
Massachusetts Department of

Environmental Protection

75 Grove Street

Worcester, Massachusetts 01605

Subject: W.R. Grace, Acton, Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Jennings arid Mr. Benoit:

On behalf of W.R. Grace, Camp Dresser & McKee Inc. (CDM) hereby submits the

Quarterly Monitoring Report - Second Quarter 1994. In the Second Quarter 1994

Report, we have included our usual in-depth analyses of the data, following our

established format.

Please call if you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

CAMP DRESSER & McKEE INC.

Bruce R. Conklin, P.E.

Vice President

BRC:paa

Encs.

198-138-AT-REPT

DISTRIBUTION: Lynne Jennings (4); Edmond Benoit (3)

o D. Halley, Acton (3)
L. Ingram, Grace (1)
M. Johns, Grace (1)
M. Obradovic, Canonie (1)

J. Swallow, Pine & Swallow (1)
M. Moore, Concord Board of Health (1)
W. Cheeseman, FHE (1)
D. Johnson, Acton (1)
D. DeStefano, GZA (1)

C. Tuttle, DEP Boston (2)
C. Heslen(1)
H. Fox, Sierra Club (1)
C. Myette, Wehran-MDEP (1)
R. Eisengreiri, ACES Tag Mgr. (1)
W. Pencola, ENSEARCH Env. Corp. (2)
M. Stoler, Grace (1)

J. Okun, O’Reilly & Talbot, Inc. (1)
R. Sullivan, GZA (1)



ONYX TRANS., INC.

18 WETHERBEE STREET ACT0N, MASSACHUSETTS 01720

(508) 263-1185

November 21, 1994

Town of Acton

Highway Dept.

Acton, MA 01270

To Whom It May Concern:

We hereby notify you of our intention to donate 1,500 yards of

clay/fill material to the Town of Acton.

John D. Durkin

President

~ ii/~
~7~tQ~:~ ~ fl~ij-~ ,j~*~Et~ Th~V (~QE~~
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David Lernieux ~
208 Lincoln Ave. 0(1 c~’

Winchendon Ma. 01475

(508) 297-3 198

Dear Board of Sck~etiiicii;

I am writing you this letter of intent to request permission to sell Christmas trees

at 38 Orcat Rtad tu the iight of the rc~taurant known as The Golden Bul I. from Nov. 26

to Dcc. 21. 1994. The trees (25-30 at a time ) would be set up in an area of the parking

lot in front of the buildings and to the far right when facing them. Parking for cwtomers

(apjrox. 15 max. at any one time ) would be providcd in other arca~ of the parking lot on

the property. The area around the trecs would also be decorated for the holidays, lights

etc.. Business hours would bc. 3-10 Monday thru Friday and Saliirday and Sunday lU-lu.

If the property is zoned for ~ueh a u~e and the Board of Selectmen Iècl~ that this is

something they would permit in Acton then 1 respectfully request i niil~~ion to do so.

Sincerely Yours,

X)t~’v~ ~?,.~

David Lcmicux

11/21/94



TOWN OF ACTON
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: November 22, 1994

TO: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager
FROM: Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner
SUBJECT: Christmas tree sales 38 Great Road

I have always taken the position that the incidental sale of Christmas trees is not

controlled by zoning. The site in question, in my opinion, has adequate parking.



ACTON VENTURES

333 Newbury Street, 2nd Floor

Boston, MA 02115

617-247-3434

~crc~etV~

November 15, 1994

Mr. John Hawkes

Town of Acton

Emergency Management
472 Main Street

Acton, MA :01720

Dear Mr. Hawkes:

Enclosed please find a donation to the Town of Acton Emergency Management in the

amount of $500.00 in appreciation of your assistance for temporary lighting at Acton

Plaza during last Friday evening’s inadvertent power outage caused by construction

activity underway to upgrade the parking lot at the shopping center.

Thank you very much for your prompt response

S. Thompson
Director, Planning and Construction

Samuels & Associates

cc: Mr. John Hlis

Vice President, Real Estate

Ames Department Stores, Inc.

Sir



ROSEN PROPOSAL

OPEN MEETING OF 11/9/94

As requested I attended the above meeting. There were about 40 residents present.
Those that identified themselves were mostly from the Brucewood area with a few

from the north side of Rt 2.

The first few minutes were spent in Cliff Rosen’s introducing himself and a brief

overview of the project. Some things I heard that were a little different:

- They consider traffic to be the largest issue.

- They believe a break into Rt 2 directly from the auction property with a light to

cross the highway would likely not be approved by the state.

- They were less sure of what to do at Piper/Taylor than when they spoke to us.

- A gate on Hosmer to prevent access to local area was mentioned as a possibility.

- The sewerage treatment plant would be about 24 X 40 feet, and about 12 ft high. It

would be located at the west end of the proposed buildings and cost about

$2.5mm.

- Rosen retains ownership on less than half the properties he listed in the

handout.

In general the mood of the attendees became more hostile as the evening
progressed. Rosen and Co did not have answers to specific questions, i.e. on the

number of arrivals the shopping center would generate, a near by mall of

comparable size, or the historical effect of such a developm~nt on nearby property
values. Representatives of the Planning Board and the Selectmen suggest they
would do well to have them for the meetings with those groups.

Concerns expressed by residents included:

- Traffic in general

- The current isolation of south east Acton from the rest of the community and

the worsening of that this project would cause.

- The Piper Road and Taylor Street congestion at the Rt 2 light.

- One person suggested a signaled crossing of Rt 2 at Hosmer. One on the north

side objected.



- The history of accidents, some fatal, at the previous Rt 2 crossings at Hosmer and

School, and at the Piper/Taylor intersection.

- It appears there would be a drop in local property values, especially the abutter’s.

- Possible negative impact on the Rt 2 corridor effort.

- Rosen offered to have the group appoint a contact person. This was not

favorably received.

- A resident brought information on traffic generation from a government
manual. It indicated about 10,000 arrivals on a Saturday. The engineer pointed
out that this included existing traffic, i.e. autos that would have passed the site

anyway. There was no estimate on what percentage this might be.

- The sewerage plant might not be a net benefit since the piping to it has not been

estimated. There also might not be the funding for such a project in any case.

- The approach used by Rosen, of offering benefits to the town ata net cost to local

residents, was seen as being divisive to Acton.

The people there thought Rosen and Co were ill prepared and frustrated at their

inability (unwillingness was implied) to answer questions. No one expressed
support for the project. The meeting ended with the formation of an ad hoc action

committee to oppose the shopping center. Most gave their names and addresses to

the person suggesting it.

Bob Pantzer

11/10/94



F~ends of the Acton Nurs~g Se~ces, sc..
A NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE CORPORATiON

P.O. Box 541, Acton, Massachusetts 01720

November 15, 1994

Acton Board of Selectmen

Acton Town Hall

Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Dear Selectmen,

Plans for the 4th Annual Festival of Trees are progressing, and we welc~ne

your suggestions and guidance.

The Sunday, December 11th date has been chosen over the traditional 1st

Sunday, since 1~annukah will be celebrated on that date.

The Festival will be held from 3 to 6 p.in.•The tree lighting will begin
at 3;15 with the introduction and lighting of each organization’s tree accom

panied by their staff and volunteers, and will culminate with the lighting of

the Acton Town Tree. The ~Eree lighting will be accompanied by the Acton Flute

Quartet. The Acton Chorus will sing a t 5 p.m.

The Acton Nursing Service and twenty health related organizations will be

honored this year, including the Acton E.M.T.’s, the Police D.A.R.E. program

assisted by the Acton Rotary, the Commission on Disabilities, the Council on

Aging, Minuteman Home Care, the Acton Schools’ Health Curriculum, J~merson

Hospice and Hospital Auxiliary, the Library Healthy Reading Program, and many

more.

The Evergreei,a symbol of Acton through its s1~ine and prevalence thro~hout
the Acton community, as well as Actori’s designation as a Tree City U.S.A,
seems an appropriate background for the display of the many fine health services

and programs provided in the Acton Community. The evergr~nnalso portrays an

image of strength, beauty and gqod health which is the ultimate goal of health

programs.

We hope you will be able to join us for this special event on Sunday, Decem

ber llth~

Sincerely,

Rita Dolan

Chrm. Community Relations

F.A.N.S.



Mr. Jim Araujo
New England Telephone
15 Chestnut Street

Worcester, MA 01609

RE: Intersection of Route 2 and Hosmer Street

Dear Mr. Araujo:

This letter concerns the power pole located within the above referenced
intersection. I have been informed by the Building Commissioner that only New
England telephone lines are left to be removed from the pole. The Town is

concerned,with oncoming winter, that a dangerous condition will only be exacerbated
unless the lines and the pole are removed.

Your attention to this matter will help ensure a continuing good working
relationship between the Town and New England Telephone.

Sincerely,

CC. Board of Selectmen

Building Commissioner

Don P. Johnson

Town Manager



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: November 21, 1994

TO: David Abbt, Engineering Administrator

George Robinson, Police Chief

FROM: Don P. Jobnson, Town Manager

SUBJECT: Intersection, Spruce/Arlington

Selectman Friedrichs has asked that we take a look at the intersection of Spruce and

Arlington Streets to see if we can improve safety conditions at that location. He indicates that

he has received complaints about sight distance and speed at this intersection and has

personally observed or been involved in near misses.

Please conduct an appropriate review of conditions at this location and send me your

comments/recommendations in order that I might share them with Wayne and the Board.

cc: Wayne Friedrichs

Board of Selectmen



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720

Telephone (508) 264-9612

Fax (508) 264-9630

)fl P. Johnson
town Manager

November 23, 1994

Dear Package Store License Holder:

The Board of Selectmen at their meeting of November 22,

1994, voted after holding a public hearing to allow the

Package Store License holders to open on Sundays from

Thanksgiving thru the Sunday before New Year’s Day. This

approval is given under statute (Chapter 653, Section 181 of

the Acts of 1989) as amended, and therefore, you must comply
with all conditions under that Statute. I have enclosed a

copy of the NOTICE from ABCC which outlines the conditions (a)

through (f) which pertain to Limited Sunday Openings before

Thanksgiving through New Year’s. In addition, a copy of this

letter must be displayed during those Sunday openings next to

your yearly license.

V ry truly yours,

Town Manager s Office

CC: Board of
SelectmenZ

Police Department
Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission

9l8Chris .w. 22
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William F. Web
Telephone (61 fl 727-3040 priscilla H. Douglas

Governot
Fax. (617) 727-1258 Secretary

Argeo Paul Cellucci Stuail P. Krusell

Lieutenant Governor
Chairman

NOTICE RE: SUNDAY PACKAGE STORE OPENINGS

1 1. ~‘Summary Local option Sunday Package Store Openings, subject to

certain conditions, are permitted for the days and communities
described below.

2. Conditions

(a) icensing Aut approval is require e of a

pe t issued by uthority after a public hearing. A p rm may

be of ion, or, in the discretion of the Authority, may e

approved as a oholic bevera e license remainifl~ fl

effect for all renewals subject to further action of the Authority.

(b) Stores may not open before noon.

(c) Stores may not open on January 1, July 4, or November ii, when

such day is a Sunday, or on December 25.

(d) Stores must close not later than 11 P.M. (11:30 P.M. if the

following day is a Monday holiday). The local authority may require

an earlier closing.

Ce) Employees must be paid at a rate not less than one and one half

times the employee’s regular rate.

(f) No employee shall be required to work, and refusal to work on a

Sunday shall not be grounds for discrimination, dismissal, deduction

iv ngtbrough New a ‘s Sunday OpenInil communit

Package Store openings in all communities are allowed on the Sunday
before Thanksgiving and each Sunday thereafter until New Year’s Day,

subject to the conditions described above.

4. Year-Round Sunday Openings in Certain Communities Year-round

Sunday package store openings are allowed in certain communities

(within ten miles of New Hampshire or Vermont - see listing on

back), subject to the conditions described above.



Massachusetts Department of Revenue

Division of Local Services

BULLET!
Deputy Commzssw,zer

LeslieA.I&wan NOV~ ~ ~}9L, iii
November 17,1994

TO: School Superintendents, Mayors, Selectmen, Finance Committees,
Accountants, Treasurers

FROM: Leslie A. Kirwan, Deputy Commissioner

SUBJECT: Pension Liability for Teacher Early Retirement Program

Recently, the Division of Local Services was contacted by the Massachusetts

Teachers’ Retirement Board to discuss issues regarding the financing of pension
liabilities created in a city, town or school district that adopted an early retirement

program for teachers. The intent of this bulletin is to make you aware of these

issues.

Section 83 of Chapter 71 of the Acts of 1993 (the Education Reform Act)

provided for any city, town, regional school district, independent vocational

school, county agricultural school or educational collaborative, upon local

acceptance by June 15, 1994, to implement an early retirement incentive program
for teachers.

The Massachusetts Teachers’ Retirement Board (MTRB) will prepare a

funding schedule for each participating city, town or district that will reflect an

annual amount payable to fund the local share of the liability created by the

implementation of an early retirement incentive program. Payment will be due no

later than January 10. In all cases, this schedule must result in the full funding of

the liability by the year 2010. Notwithstanding this requirement, the MTRB has

expressed the willingness to develop a more accelerated and mutually agreeable
schedule with each city, town or district. Local officials should give careful

consideration to a proposed funding schedule’s impact on fiscal stability and the

delivery of services.

The Dlvisian ofLocoi Saviceris responsible for ovasigh: ofasidassissaiscego cities and towns in athieving cquitablcpropaDyloxction
and efficlass fiscal lna.-sagancnL

The Division rcSuiar)~y publishes IGRs (Informational Guideline Rdeares dezaiLing legal and a&ninisrraeivcprocedures) and the Bulletin

(announcements and useful information) for local officials and others iniozszed in municspa!finance.
_______________

Division of Local Services, P0 Box 9655, Boston, MA 02114- 9655 (617) 727-2300



-2-

It should be noted that Section 83 requires any city, town or district that

participates in this program to make an annual appropriation sufficient to finance

the annual payment to the MTRB reflected in an approved funding schedule. This

appropriation need not be made to the school committee. For example, it may, in

the or town, e inc u asurer, the

tt where pension cos re often paid. ess of which

these expenditures, they are considered eligible to the net

~calculated by the Department of Education pursuantlo the

In the event a ~
fails to make its required

payment to the MTRB, the Commissioner of Revenue shall deduct the amount

owed from its Chapter 70 local aid payment. According to the Public Employee
Retirement Administration (PERA), actuarial interest charges will accrue on the

unpaid amount from the January 10 due date up to the time of the Chapter 70

deduction, which will occur before the end of the fiscal year.

Local officials should be aware that a Chapter 70 deduction to effect

payment could have an adverse impact on a municipal or district budget.
Specifically, this could result in the receipt of revenues less than estimates which

could cause a revenue deficit that would have to be financed in the following fiscal

year. Consequently, to avoid this circumstance, youare strongly advised to insure

that an appropriation is made to finance the annual payment to the MTRB.

Act.



~QA~~~IRECTORS
AUDUBON HILL COMMUNITY CORPORATION

100 AUDUBON DRIVE

ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01720

November 15, 1994

Mr. Don Johnson, Manager
Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA. 01720

Reference: Meeting on October 12, 1994 Relative to Permitted Uses

of The Senior Center at Audubon Hill Condominium.

Present at the meeting were:

E. James Mertz - Cairrnan of the Board, Audubon Hill

Community Corporation.
Ray Warren - President, Audubon Hill North

Condominium Board of Governors.

Walter Harrington - President, Audubon Hill South

Condominium Board of Governors.

Don Johnson - Manager, Town of Acton

John Murray - Assistant Manager, Town of Acton.

Dear Dort~

This letter is written to confirm the positions stated at the

above referenced meeting. As expressed at the meeting it is our

posit.ion that. the use of the Center for Non-Senior activities

such as “Political” and other “Public” meetings is not an a1low~d

use. You expressed your position that the Town may use t-he

property for any purpose it chooses as long as the use is

permitted by the Zoning Bylaw. Notwithstanding any strict

interpretation of the lease agreement, we feel that such use is

contrary to the original intent of the agreement, which was to

provide a facility for the use and support of the Senior Citizeyis

of the Town of Acton.

We are further disturbed to learn t.hat, since our last me~t.ing,
functions at the Senior Center were suspended for a four day
period so that. the Town could hold budget meetings. This position

by the Town is totally and absolutely wrong and therefore

unacceptable to the Audubon Hill Residents.

I



DONLTONSC (cont’d)

~e also want to advise you that the Town’s use of t.he property is

restricted to the areas defined in the lease and that parking for

any function must be limited to the designated parking areas.

There shall be “No Parking” whatsoever on Audubon Drive and on

any mowed grass areas. Repair of the damaged grassy areas will be

very costly to the Audubon Hill Residents who pay the bills to

maintain landscaping at the center.

We also reminded you at our meeting that the Town has occupied
the property now for 11 months and has not complied with the

terms of the lease as regards the cleaning of the grease traps,

cleaning of the septic tanks and submission of the water bills.

Please take whatever steps are necessary to correct this

situation and submit the reports as required.

Our Property Manager, Allard Management Inc. will be instructed

to invoice the Town for the annual rent for calendar year 1994.

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please do riot

hesitate to call the undersigned at 26L~-O671.

FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

cc:

Clerk - AHCC

AHNCA Board of Governors

AHSCA Board of Governors

Allard Management Inc.

File - DONJONSC



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AUDUBON HILL CO~UNITY CORPOP~TION

100 AUDUBON DRIVE

ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS 017~0

November

r~\ NOV2

~7 1QQb.

Mr. Chuck Allard

Allard Management Co.,Inc.
27 Fort Pond Road

Acton, MA. 01720

Subject: Annual Rent, Acton Senior Center

Dear Chuck,

You are hereby requested to invoice the Town of Acton for annual

rent in the amount of One Dollar ($1.00) for calendar year 1994,
and on a continuing basis, all succeeding calendar years during
the term of the lease. The invoice should be forwarded to the

tenant. prior to the Anniversary date of 1 November each year.

If you have any questions relative to the above please do not

hesitate to contact me.

FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

cc:

AHCC Clerk

President -. AHNCA

President AHSCA

Town of Acton ~‘
File: LeaseSO

Mertz

~irrnan



TOWN OF LINCOLN

MIDDLESEX COUNTY. -. MASSACHUSETFS

TOWN OFFICES

P.O. Box 6353

tJncoln Center, Mass. 01773

(617) 259-8850

November 21, 1994

John Haley
General Manager
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
Ten Park Plaza

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Mr. Haley,

The Planning Board of the Town of Lincoln agrees with the comments of its

member, Crawley Cooper, as they appeared in the Lincoln Journal on November

17, 1994. A copy of Mr. Cooper-’s letter is enclosed.
-

The Board urges you to consider the recommended improvements and joins Acton

and Concord in support of these proposals.

Very truly yours,

Ad inistrative Assistant

cc: Concord Board of Selectmen

Acton Board of Selectmen



Letter to The Editor - Lincoln Journal

The Board of Selectmen have agreed to have Lincoln join MAGiC, Minuteman

Advisory Group on tnterlocal Coordination. It consists of representatives from the

towns of Acton, Boxborough, Carlisle, Concord, Hudson, Littleton, Marlborough,
Maynard, Stow, Sudbury, and now, Lincoln. MAGIC is a subregion of the

Metropolitan Area Planning Council. At the meeting of MAGIC representatives last

Thursday, I learned of a comprehensive report prepared by Hugh Lauer, the

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board Representative from

Concord, entitled: “A Case for Modest Improvements to the Fitchburg Line”. This

report requests that the MBTA: -

“Establish a regional park-and-ride station near the intersection of
Routes 2 and 495 with adequate parking, easy access from both

highways, and train service at least equal to that of South Acron and

West Concord. -

Allocate •one additional train set to the Fitchburg line and modify the

schedule to provide half-hourly service in rush hour between Boston

and Route 495 and improved service all the way to Fitchburg.”

The town boards of selectmen in both Acton and Concord have written to Mr.

John Haley, General Manager of the MBTA, in strong support of these modest

improvements as presented in the Lauer Report. I believe we in Lincoln should

join them in supporting these proposals. If implemented, these proposals should

help reduce commuter vehicular traffic through Lincoln, especially on Routes 2

and 117.

Currently, rush hour trains are full in normal conditions and over-crowded

in peak conditions of bad weather. Parking lots in South Acton and West Concord

are often full before 7:30 AM. There is a growing demand for another early
morning train, and more frequent service near the end of the evening rush hour.

The MBTA commuter rail service is under utilized west of Route 495, since only
three rush hour trains continue beyond South Acton. As a result, many commuters

from those communities find it better to drive daily to the urban core.

Since 1986, the Fitchburg line has grown faster than any other MBTA

commuter rail line. Over 4,000 riders are served by the Fitchburg line each

weekday. Adding more cars to the existing trains would be a step in the wrong
direction as it would slow current service due to longer acceleration times for the

heavier load, create longer boarding times, and cause more waiting time for

•
automobile traffic at the station cross roads. Moreover, extra cars would not address

the other demands for increased ridership beyond Route 495. -

-

Lincoln’s traffic problem is a regional problem. If motorists to our west with

daily destinations in Waltham, Watertown, Belmont, Cambridge and Boston had al
more convenient and cheaper alternative with improved rail service, it follows •that

a positive impact on Lincoln would result.

Crawley Cooper, Lincoln Planning Board
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Ms. Krystyne W. Lewis

42 Old Bolton Road

Hudson. MA 01749

John J. Haley, Jr.
General Manager

Dear Ms. Lewis:

I am responding to the copy of your letter I received to Mr. Don P. Johnson, Town Manager
of Acton regarding parking at South Acton Station. I apologize for whatever frustration and

inconvenience you may be experiencing.

The South Acton Commuter Rail Parking Facility is owned, managed, and monitored by the

town of Acton, therefore the MBTA has no authority in regard to this parking facility and

cannot increase the quantity of available spaces for commuter rail patrons at this location.

However, as part of our parking expansion program. the MBTA. is presently in the process of

increasing parking capacity at other station locations in your vicinity. Some helpful
alternatives for you could be West Concord which presently only fiUs to 93% capacity,
Concord has 40 existing spaces and an additional 75 spaces are projected to be completed by
the summer 1996, and our Littleton/495 lot should have parking capacity of 300 by mid-1997.

I am sorry that we are not able to resolve your problem with the town of Acton. However, I

hope that my information has been helpful to you. Thank you for notifying us of this

situation.

bcc: Governor William F. Weld

Secretary James J. Kerasiotes

Representative Pamela Resor

Representative Trisha Wairath
Chair, Acton Selectmen

William F Weld

Governor

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
Argeo Paul Cellucci James J. Kerasiotes

Secretary and MBTA Chairman

November 16, 1994 1t~ ~

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, Ten Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116-39 74
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Krystyne W. Lewis

42 Old Bolton Road

Hudson, MA 01749

Sectember 13, 1994

Mr. Don P. Johnson George W. Robinson

Town Manager Police Chief

Town Hall P.O. Box 2212

Acton, MA 01720 Acton, Y.A 01720

Town of Acton Parking Clerk

Town Hall

Acton, MA 01720

To Whom it May Concern: -

I would like to protest the enclosed parking ticket, although
I have enclosed the $10.00 fine with this letter.

My husband and I moved to Hudson, Massachusetts last

December. We both work in Boston, and have no alternative but to

utilize the South Acton Commuter Rail. Now that the kids have

returned to school, the metered spaces are ALL taken by 7:15 a.m.

We now get up at 5:30 a.m. just to make it to the parking lot for

the 7:36 a.m. train, but even by 7:15 all of the metered spots are

taken. This is preposterous! Even though you have added a few

new meters this summer, the South Acton residents have a half

empty lot every morning, while we have to literally fight for

spaces.

I, as I am sure many others, would be happy to pay the Town

of Acton for a permit sticker to utilize the station. I am sure

that the Town could use the money and it is only fair. There is

no alternative when you get to the parking lot at 7:15 a.m. but to

park in a “special permit” space, or miss the train. This is

totally unfair to the many people who use this lot other than the

South Acton residents. What do we have to do to get a parking
space, arrive at 5:00 a.m.? I would most appreciate anything you
can do to alleviate this unfair and intolerable situation. If you
want petitions, I will personally get them. I will help you in

any way that I can to find a fair and viable solution to this

growing problem. Please feel free to call me if I can be of any
assistance to you.

Thank you in advance for your help. Please don’t force us to

add to the already staggering traffic going into the City when it

is totally avoidable. The MBTA commuter rail is already losing
many customers daily in South Acton alone!

Sincerely,

4~
Krystyne W. Lewis



cc:

Honorable William Weld

Governor

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

State House

Boston, MA 02108

Representative Pamela Resor

State House

Boston, MA 02108

Representative Trisha Wairath

State House

Boston, MA 02108

Mr. John H. Haley, Jr.

General Manager
META

10 ParkPlaza

Boston, MA 02146

Office of Selectmen

Town of Acton

Town Hall

Acton, MA 01720
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ACTON HOUSING AUTflO~I~V
P10 MOX 681

68 WINDSOR AV~NtJ~
A~TON, MA 01720

(608)

November 17, 1994

Ms. Susan Bedarf

2 TownHouse Lane #9 -

Acton, Ma. 01720

Dear Ms. Bedarf:

Per your request I am writing to verify that we discussed the

following issues in my office today.

Complaint of Excess Noise from Plumbing Pipes

The Authority’s maintenance staff has attempted to mitigate your

complaint regarding noisy pipes in your closet area. On 11/16/94
we scheduled our maintenance staff to cut a hole in your closet

and investigate your complaint. Charles Landry went to your

apartment, found that you had taken some items out of your

closet. There remained several other items and he offered to

remove them. You refused, he called me at the office and I

instructed him to leave.

Roche Brothers Supermarkets, Inc. Construction

You stated your concern regarding the unsafe construction area

adjacent to Yankee Village Condominium’s property. I stated that

if you have a safety concern regarding the construction area you

need to express this concern to the Building Inspector as h~.s

Department has legal control over constructIon practices.

“ Area” located behind Acton Medical

You have expressed concern for small children in this area.

A~ain, the appropriate agency to log your complaint with is

either the Building Department or the Board of Health.

Concern Regarding your Neighbor’s 4 year old Child being dropped
off by the School Bus Without a Parent Meeting the Child

I realize this would be a concern of any parent and as I stated

your neighbor needs to address this with the school’s

Transportation Department.



Request for Transfer

As I stated the Authority does not have any available apartments
to relocate you to at this time. The Authority owns three (3)
three bedroom apartments, twenty-seven (27) two bedroom

apartments scattered around Town. Also six (6) duplexes at

McCarthy Village consisting of ten (10) three bedroom units, one

(1) four bedroom unit and one (1) two bedroom handicapped
accessible unit. At this time none of these units are available.

I have put your request for a transfer on file and once a unit

becomes available I will contact you to schedule a time to look

at the unit.

Again, the Acton Housing Authority is not the appropriate agency
to address your concerns regarding the safety of the areas off
the site of Yankee Village. Safety issues within your apartment
or on the common grounds are issues we should be notified about
and together we can work in cooperation with you, the management
firm and the Trustees of Yankee Village towards their resolution.

In the meantime, please contact the office if you would like ~to
reschedule our maintenance staff to investigate the pipes behind

your closet wall.

Sincerely,

Naomi E. McManus

Executive Director

cc:iorman Lake, Chairman Acton Selectmen

Gary Rhodes, Director Acton Building Department
Doug Halley, Director Acton Board of Health Department



Tennessee Gas Pipeline
A Tenneco Company

Donald Johnson

Acton Town Manager
472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

Dear Mr. Johnson:

54 Wilson Street

Hopkinton, MA 01748

Telephone: (508) 435-6812

FAX: (508) 435-2524

~co

As Superintendent of District 267, it is my pleasure to extend to you and other individuals

you feel would benefit, an invitation to attend our Public Awareness Meeting. This meeting
is designed to acquaint you with the Tennessee Gas Pipeline facilities in your area, and the

personnel responsible for operating and maintaining these facilities.

This years Public Awareness Meeting will feature a Gas Analysis and Safety Demonstration.

We will visually be demonstrating the properties of Natural Gas and comparing them to the

properties of Propane. This is a new and innovated educational tool to heighten your safety
awareness of Natural Gas.

The meeting is scheduled for December 15, 1994. It will be held at the Holiday Inn-

Marlboro, 265 Lakeside Avenue, Marlboro, MA (at the junction of Route 495), commencing
at 9:00 am with a luncheon to follow at 12:00 noon.

Invitations have also been extended to the following individuals within your community:
Fire Chief, Police Chief, Building Inspector, Town Clerk, Town Engineer, Chairman of the

Conservation Commission, Chairman of the Board of Selectman, Town Administrators, and

Local Distribution Company Representatives.

In order to ensure sufficient space for seating and luncheon arrangements, please return the

enclosed attendance card no later than December 5, 1994.

I look forward to your participation at this informational meeting, which I feel will be

extremely beneficial for all in attendance.

/tlc

Enclosures

Sincerely,

R. J. Jasmin

District Superintendent

NO\i 2 I 1994

LTGPL 10127A 3/93



TENNESSEE GAS PIPELINE COMPANY ~co
54 WILSON STREET, HOPKINTON, MA 1074.8, (508) 435-6812

GAS ANALYSIS & SAFETY

DEMONSTRATION

“GAS DEMO”

THE KEY ELEMENT OF THIS DEMONSTRATION IS THE “GAS BOX”. THIS BOX

WHICH WAS DEVELOPED BY NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC AND GAS CORPORATION

(NYSEG), EFFECTIVELY DEMONSTRATES THROUGH SIGHT, SOUND AND SMELL,
THE MOST IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS OF GASES THAT YOU MUST

UNDERSTAND AND DEAL WITH IN EMERGENCIES. ThE “GAS BOX”

DEMONSTRATES THE FOLLOWING PROPERTIES OF NATURAL GAS AND PROPANE:

WE HOPE BY MAKING THIS TRAINING AVAILABLE TO ALL EMERGENCY RESPONSE

PERSONNEL THAT TENNESSEE GAS PIPELINE COMPANY CAN BUILD AN EFFECTIVE

AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THESE COMMUNITIES WHICH

WILL BE INSTRUMENTAL IN PROTECTING THE LIVES AND PROPERTY OF THE

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES WE AFFECT.

> NATURAL GAS IS NON - TOXIC

~ SPECIFIC GRAVITY

> HEATING VALUES

~ ODORIZATION

> LOWER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT

> UPPER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT

> CARBON MONOXIDE GENERATION



RECEIVED & FILED
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BOARD OF APPEALS

Decision on the Petition by
Mark T. Donohoe

for “You Name It Realty Trust”

Decision # 94-2 1

A public hearing of the Board of Appeals was held in the Town hall on Monday, October 17,
1994 at 7:30 PM, Room 126, Acton, MA on the petition of Mark T. Donohoe for “You Name

It Realty Trust”, 8 Knowlton Drive, Acton, MA for a FLOOD PLAIN SPECIAL PERMIT

under Section 4.1.8 of the Zoning Bylaw to allow construction of a sewage force main across

the floodway and the construction of a residential drive in the floodway, and connections to

water and gas within the floodway at 501 Massachusetts Avenue, Map F2fParcel 75.

Present at the hearing were Board members Duncan Wood, Chairman; Nick Miller, Clerk; and

Janet Clark, Alternate Member; and Valerie Grier, Board of Appeals Secretary. Also present

were Mark T. Donohoe, Petitioner; Marianne Pietrzyk, Louise Miller, Scott Gower, Joan

Collura, Virginia Hahn, Andrew Pilla, and Charles Samiotes.

Mr. Wood opened the hearing, introduced the Board members, read the petition and noted the

file contents.Due to the Petitioners delay, Mr. Wood shared the maps that were in the file,

adding a description of the request for those in attendance. Mr. Donohoe arrived and

continued the description of the proposed project.

The Board of Appeals, after considering the materials submitted with the petition together
with the information and comments developed at the hearing finds that the proposed use:

(1) Is consistent with the Master Plan;

(2) Is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Zoning Bylaw;

(3) Will not be detrimental or injurious to the neighborhood in which it is to take place;

(4) Is appropriate to the site in question;

(5) Does not significantly conflict with the purposes of Section 4. 1.8 of the Zoning

Bylaw;

MASSACHUSETrS

Page 1 of 2



(6) Retains at least 98% of the natural flood storage volume without compensatory storage

techniques;

base flood level.

OD PLAIN

Any person aggrieved by this decision may appeal pursuant to massachusetts General laws

Chapter 40A, Section 17 within 30 days after this decision is filed with the Acton Town

Clerk.

Town of Acton Board of Appeals

fl~t~

J t Clark, Alternate Member

I certify that the copies of this decision have b~9n filed with the Ac

ton Town Clerk and Planning Board on /c~?c~
,
1994.

~-1c~b~thL (7J~
Patricia Christian,~ Board of Apeals Secretary

(7) The elevations of all structures and access

Based

SPECIAL PERMIT.

1~ncan Wood, Chairman Nicholas Miller, Member

Page 2 of 2



ACTON BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 26, 1994

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: William Mclnnis

Cindy Patton

Mark Conoby

STAFF PRESENT: Doug Halley - Health Director

Heather Marceau - Secretary
Mary Ellen Mayo - APHNS

OTHERS PRESENT: Dick Dolan, ABC Cesspool
Anita Dolan, ABC Cesspool
Fred Weir, NC Septic

The Meeting began at 7:32 p.m.



.4

Minutes

On a motion made by Ms. Patton, seconded by Mr. Conoby, the Board

unanimously voted to accept the minutes of September 19, 1994 as amended

Presentation to Former Board of Health Members

Former Board of Health Member Cordelia Alfaro was present to accept an

honorary plaque from the Board of Health. The Board members thanked her for

her time and service on the Acton Board of Health, and wished her well.

Mary Ellen Mayo - Acton Public Health Nursing Service

Ms. Mayo spoke with the Board on the status of the Acton Public Health Nursing

Service. She spoke with them regarding current finances, programs and the

future of the APHNS in the Town of Acton. The Nursing Service is looking into

the future to see how they can prosper within the Town of Acton. The Board

commended Ms. Mayo for doing a good job as the Administrator for the Acton

Public Nursing Service.

Proposed Article 5. Regulations Relative to Septage Pumping, Transferring,

Storing and Disposal

The Board reviewed the final draft of Article 5 of the Acton Rules and

Regulations. Mr. Conoby suggested some word clarifications within the Article.

After discussion and modification, the Board asked the public if there were any

concerns with the proposed Article 5. The public stated that they had no

outstanding concerns with this Article.

On a motion made by Mr. Conoby, seconded by Ms. Patton, the Board

unanimously voted to accept ARTICLE 5: Regulations Relative to Septage

Pumping, Transferring, Storing and Disposal, as amended.



Proposed Board of Health Policy - Grinder Pumps

The Board discussed a Proposed Policy on Grinder Pumps. The policy will be

used for people who request that a Grinder Pump be installed in their home. The

Board is concerned about the potential for solids to travel out of the settling tank

into the leaching portion of the septic system. The Board would require that the

applicant choose three of the four protective measures to decrease the chance of

solids in the leaching field. The four measures are as follows:

1. Requiring a septic tank with 50% more storage than normally

required, to allow additional settling of suspended solids.

2. Requiring an appropriate removable and serviceable filter assembly be

installed immediately following the outlet of the tank and that it be visibly

checked every six months.

3. Requiring the septic tank be pumped on an annual basis and a report

submitted to the Board of Health, by the licensed septage hauler

certifying the status of the septic system.

4. Requinng the applicant to notify the Board of Health of any problems

occurring, or relating, to the operation of the septic system.

After some discussion, some changes to the draft Policy were made. Mr.

Mclnnis proposed that the applicant have to implement at least three of the four

measures, meaning that instead of choosing three out of four, all four could be

chosen. Under Number one of the four protective measures, it was changed to

read “Requiring a septic tank with at least 50% more storage than normally

required, to allow additional settling of suspended solids.”

Under Number three of the four protective measures, the title “Licensed Pumper”

was changed read “Licensed Septage Hauler.”



The amendments were noted and a revised policy will be reviewed in the near

future by the Board of health.

Adjournment

On a motion made by Ms. Patton, seconded by M. Conoby, the Board

unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:32 p.m~



Respectfully Submitted,

‘‘
William Mclnnis, Chairman

Acton Board of Health

Marceau, Secretary
Acton Board of Health



ACTON BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES

OCTOBER 17, 1994

MEMBERS PRESENT:

STAFF PRESENT:

OTHERS PRESENT:

BILL MCINNIS - CHAIRMAN

PETER VAILLANCOURT

CINDY PATTON

MARK CONOBY

HEATHER MARCEAU -

HEALTH DEPARTMENT SECRETARY

SUE FUNK

CHARLOTTE SAGOFF



The Meeting opened at 7:35 p.m.

REQUEST - EXCHANGE HALL SEPTIC REPAIR / MILL CORNER

Mr. Kevin Sweeney was present to make a request to the Board of Health for the

potential septic repair at the Exchange Hall on Main Street in Acton. The owner

of the Exchange Hall, Mr. Berger, is proposing to place a new septic system for

the Exchange Hall on the abutting Mill Corner property, currently owned by Kevin

Sweeney. Mr. Sweeney has agreed to let Mr. Berger use this land, as the

Exchange Hall property does not have the land to provide a desired septic

system.

The Board of Health voiced no objections to further investigation of this option.

Further septic plans for this property will go through the normal Health

Department procedures for approval.

VARIANCE REQUEST - 132 MAIN STREET

The Board was informed that the Health Department has received a variance

request from the F.J. Ratta Co. on behalf of the homeowner for the

reconstruction of a septic system at 132 Main Street. Due to the size of the lot

and steep slopes, the requirements for slope from the septic system, the

sethacks to the property line, and setbacks to the building cannot be met based

on the proposed system design.

The proposed septic design has a system which meets the specifications

established by the Board of Health and Title 5 for leaching area. There will be two

37’ long trenches, 3’ wide and 4’ deep, which will provide 814 sq. ft. of leaching

area. These trenches would be as close as T from the property line, and the

septic tank would be as close as 6’ from the foundation. A clay barrier is

proposed to prevent any break out from the system due to the steep slopes.

-2-



This design will, however, provide for the maximum protection allowable for this

site. The Health Department recommended that the Board of Health approve a

variance for the break out requirements, the setbacks to the property line and the

foundation to ensure the maximum amount of leaching area is provided.

On a motion made by Mr. Conoby, seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt, the Board

unanimously voted to grant the variance requests for 132 Main Street with the

following conditions:

1. A Clay Barrier shall be placed between the septic system and slope
and shall be two (2) feet in width, at least four (4) feet below the lowest

portion of the leaching system and a minimum of two (2) feet into natural

materials.

2. The disposal works system shall be built in accordance with a plan
stamped by Eric Kenneth Darling dated September 22, 1994.

3. Prior to a certificate of compliance being issued, the applicant shall

demonstrate that the clay barrier is impervious in accordance with all

the standards and policies of Title 5.

4. All other laws and regulations applicable to the construction of a septic

system shall be adhered with.

MOSQUITO CONTROL POLICY

The Board of Health, at a previous meeting, decided to draft a policy statement

regarding the Mosquito Control Program in Acton. This program currently

consists of an Adulticiding Program and uses the chemical Malathion as the

pesticide. Over the recent months, much information on Mosquito Control,

Mosquito-borne illness and Malathion has been submitted to the Board for their

review, and public comment has been made on these subjects.

Mr. Mclnnis began the discussion by asking the Board members if they have

come to a conclusion as to whether there are any health reasons for the

Mosquito Control Program to be in place.

-3-



Mr. Conoby stated that there needs to be some statistics on the risk of Eastern

Equine Encephalitis in the surrounding area before establishing a statement on

whether or not there is a public health need for the program. The Board agreed to

this and Mr. Conoby will contact the DPH to obtain these statistics for the next

meeting.

Next, the Board discussed what measures should be taken if in fact there is a

need or desire for a Mosquito Control Program. The individual Board members

expressed their opinion. Mr. Vaillancourt stated that he has no problem with the

use of Malathion as it has been registered by the EPA. Mr. Conoby would

recommend an Integrated Pest Management (1PM) program that would include

larvaeciding as the primary control feature and adulticiding as a secondary

feature. Ms. Patton agreed that a 1PM program would be the most effective

mosquito control program. Mr. Mclnnis had stated in the past that he has no

problem with the use of the chemical Malathion as a form of mosquito control.

The Board members expressed that if the the use of any pesticide is needed in

the Town its use should be minimized to extent necessary.

Mr Mclnnis will take the Board’s comments and include them into a draft policy

for the Board to review at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

On a motion made by Ms. Patton, seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt, the Board

unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.

-4-



Respectfully Submitted~

*~u,ec~a~~
H ather arc

Acton Board of Health

/~
William Mclnnis, Chairman

Acton Board of Health
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ACTON BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 19, 1994

Board Members Present: William Mclnnis - Chairman

Mark Conoby
Peter Vaillancourt

Cindy Patton

Staff Present:

Others Present:

Doug Halley - Health Director

Heather Marceau - Secretary
Stephanie Chiang

Bob Niland

Charlotte Sagoff
Sue Funk

Jill Pontius

Elisabeth Gauthier

David Elden

Debby Andell

Jim Allison

Mary Michelman

Jane Ceraso

Dean Charter

Lee Weaver

D. Campbell



The Meeting opened at 7:35 p.m.

Minutes

On a motion made by Ms. Patton, seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt, the Board

unanimously voted to accept the Minutes of August 29, 1994 as amended.

Prior to the beginning of the discussion, the Board thanked Stephanie Chiang for

her work in the Health Department over the summer. They presented her with a

token of their appreciation.

Mosquito Control Report:

Stephanie Chiang, a student intern in the health Department presented her report

on Mosquito Control and Malathion to the Board of Health. Over the past few

weeks, Stephanie had been in contact with various agencies to obtain up-to-date

information of the chemical Malathion, Mosquito Control, and Mosquito related

illness in the area. She compiled this report using data given to her by

government agencies, as well as private organizations. The Board of health will

use this report, as well as other materials submitted to them over the past weeks,

to help formulate their recommendation on the use of Malathion.

The Board took public comment with regard to this report. Some of the residents

pointed out different data gaps within the report. The Board reminded the public

that Ms. Chiang had only a short period of time to complete this report, therefore

if there were some thing left out, it was due to the lack of time to work on it.

Charlotte Sagoff, an Acton resident, compiled a breakdown of Ms. Chiang’s

report. She also gave a brief report of her own on the effects of Malathion as an

organophosphate.

Stephanie and the Board answered any outstanding questions that the public

had, and they elaborated on any part of the report that was unclear.

-2-



The Board was asked by the some of the public if they were ready to formulate a

policy states with regard to the Malathion and Mosquito Control issue.

Mr. Mclnnis prompted the Board members to give their decision on whether they

were ready to make a policy statement on the issue, or if in fact they would need

more time and/or information.

Mr. Conoby stated that he does have enough information on the topic to make a

statement, however, he feels that more time should be given to review the

materials in order to prepare an accurate policy statement.

Ms. Patton stated that she had enough information, but she would like ample

time to look over the information to be able to give an educated statement on the

topic.

Mr. Vaillancourt stated the he is not ready to make any kind of statement yet. He

does, however, feel that he has received enough information on the topic.

Mr. Mclnnis stated that he has received enough information to be able to make a

decision on the issue.

The Board decided that they would initiate the discussion on the issue of a policy

statement at their October 17, 1994 meeting.

On a motion made by Mr. Conoby, seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt, the board

unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m.



Respectfully Submitted,

William Mclnnis, Chairman

Acton Board of Health

~~
Heather Marceau, Secretary
Acton Board of Health



6 Redwood Road

Acton, MA 01720-4461

7 November 1994

Town of Acton

Board of Selectmen and

Planning Commission

432 Main Street,

Acton, MA 01720
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We are writing concerning the Rosen proposal to develop a shopping mall on the land currently
owned and used by the AutoAuction and which requires a building code variance.

There many reasons why this development does not seem in the best interests of Acton and of the

Brucewood community where we live, and these will be enumerated below. We do realize that the

incentives of a badly needed sewage treatment plant and of some Route 2 modifications are attractive

carrots, but this variance and shopping mall would destroy our community and there are other means

available to fund these desirable and badly needed improvements. The sewage plant should, in fact, be

town-wide.

First, the ambient light from the expanded Auto Auction has made it difficult to observe the night sky
from this part of Acton. The lighting glare is seen from miles away along Route 2. A shopping mall

would require even more lighting, on throughout the night, thereby degrading that aspect of the

environment and of this neighborhood further.

Second, not only would there be heavy traffic during the hours such a mall would be open, (there is no

reason to believe that these shops would close at 5 or 6 PM, or that they would be closed over the

weekend), there would also be heavy truck traffic making deliveries to such stores at all hours of the

night, thereby adding to the already excessive noise generated now along Route 2. As a corollary to

this, increased traffic along these roads will put an increased burden on the town in terms of road

maintenance, an expensive, long-term proposition. And, the Brucewood community is one with many

young families with small children. The play and safety of these children will be seriously impaired by
increased traffic.

Third, noise levels would also be increased from the air conditioning and heating plants such a mall

would require. These run twenty-four hours a day all year long. This will have severe impact on what

is now a pleasant residential neighborhood and will accelerate residential property devaluation. Even

with modem, relatively quiet systems, there is no way to abate this heating/cooling system noise

adequately to make it tolerable. Regardless of road changes that may be made, there is no viable way

to protect this neighborhood, or the total Acton community from increased traffic danger, noise, or

undesirable ambient light.

Fourth, Acton, if one reads the police blotter in the Beacon, has a steadily increasing crime rate, and

much of this increase in crime comes from shoplifting and other crimes directed at businesses.

Criminals will also be attracted to this shopping center and, because of the proximity of residential

property, will spill over into the adjacent community, thereby requiring an increase in the police force

and additional expense to the town.

Additionally, this section of town has already fought against the onslaught of major intrusions in the

form of the construction along. Discovery Way which has had its own negative impact on the local

environment. It seems unwise to implement another action that will require a mass neighborhood arid
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community fight against this even greater intrusion which would permanently alter and devalue this

part of town.

Acton does have a business /shopping mall area along Routes 119/2A. It is already starting to look and

feel like a mini Route 9 through Natick and Framingham. Do we want to make yet another section of

our town look like this? The Rosens, if they want to do something positive for the town, could turn the

Auto Auction property into a park area, possibly with a much needed outdoor swimming pool or picnic

grounds, or walking trails, and could find a parcel of land along the already contaminated Route

1 19/2A strip to build their mall where it would be consistent with activities already in place.
Furthermore, there is a vely real question about the viability of another mall in Acton at all. Over the

years we have seen many stores and malls start and then present half-occupied ghosts in not veiy many

years. The notification of the closing of Honigsbaum is only the most recent in this series.

It also seems that it would be advisable for the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Board to evaluate

the long-term costs to the town in terms of increased service costs over the years for a mall of this type.
Towns which have done such studies (Lincoln, for one example-) have shown conclusively that, over

the long term, costs to the town far exceed the benefits. This may seem antibusiness, but the town

does have an obligation to its residential citizens who, over the long haul, give far more to the town in

both taxes and all sorts of service than absentee-owner businesses.

Sincerely,

~Ltth~/(~. A~

Alberta M. Dawson

6 Redwood Road

Jim & Jeanette Wood
4 Redwood Road

Acton



TOWN OF ACTON

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE

DATE: November 22, 1994

TO: David Abbt

FROM: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager

SUBJECT: Cautionary Signs

Some time ago, as we were anticipating the order to stop train whistles at Acton

crossings, Nancy Tavernier asked me whether we could/should place advisory traffic signs on

the roadway approaches to our crossings. Her suggestion was that they say something like

“Caution, Whistles Not Blown” or words of similar import. Please give me your comments in

this regard.

By copy of this memo to George Robinson and Garry Rhodes I am inviting any

comments that they may have also. They are welcome to feed their’s through you if they

prefer.

cc: George Robinson

Garry Rhodes
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Nove ber 17; 1994

West Acton Village Merchants and

Business Professionals Association

West Acton 1720

Board of Selectmen \

Acton, MA. 01720

gear Selectmen:

The West Acton Village Merchants and Business Professionals

Association would like to thank you for your willingness to help
make Oktoberfest a success.

Your help in furnishing us with information, advice and expertise
was greatly appreciated by all. Thanks also for waiving all our

permit fees.

Many thanks again,

%1?i~L4L~ J~/p~i~)
Jan Ristagno
president

jP/bt


